
National Agricultural Statistics Service 
via KDA

LOUISVILLE - The U.S. Department
of  Agriculture’s National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service (NASS) re-
leased the Crop Production 2016
Summary today, highlighting an-
other record breaking year for soy-
beans.

“This past crop year had its highs
and lows, successes and disappoint-
ments,” said David Knopf, director of

the NASS Eastern Mountain Re-
gional Office in Kentucky. “Soybean
production was the highlight, setting
both a record production and yield,
while corn and tobacco failed to
reach expectations.”

Soybean production for Kentucky
is estimated at 89 million bushels,
down one percent from the Novem-
ber forecast and up slightly from
2015. Yield was estimated at 50
bushels per acre, unchanged from
last month and up one bushel from a

year ago. Acreage for harvest as
beans was estimated at 1.78 million
acres, down 30,000 acres from the
previous year. U.S. soybean produc-
tion is forecast at 4.31 billion bushels,
down 1 percent from the November
forecast and up 10 percent from last
year. The average yield per acre is es-
timated at 52.1 bushels, down 0.4
bushels from last month and up 4.1
bushels from last year. Area har-
vested is up 1 percent from 2015 at
82.7 million acres.

Corn production in Kentucky is es-
timated at 223 million bushels, down
one percent from the November fore-
cast and down one percent from the
previous crop. Yield was estimated at
159 bushels per acre, unchanged
from the November forecast and
down 13 bushels from the 2015 level.
Acres for harvest as grain were esti-
mated at 1.4 million acres, up 90,000
acres from 2015. The U.S. corn pro-
duction is estimated at 15.1 billion
bushels, down one percent from the
November forecast and up 11 percent
from the revised 2015 estimate. The
average yield in the United States is
estimated at 174.6 bushels per acre. 

This is down 0.7 bushels from the
November forecast 

see SOYBEAN PRODUCTION page  4
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WASHINGTON – U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service
Agency (FSA) Administrator Val
Dolcini today announced that USDA
will accept over 300,000 acres in 43
states that were offered by producers
during the recent ranking period for
the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) Grasslands enrollment with
emphasis placed on small-scale live-
stock operations. Through the volun-
tary CRP Grasslands program,
grasslands threatened by develop-
ment or conversion to row crops are
maintained as livestock grazing
areas, while providing important
conservation benefits. Approxi-
mately 200,000 of  the accepted acres
were offered by small-scale livestock
operations. 

“Producers of  all sizes are inter-
ested in USDA’s Conservation Re-
serve Program,” said Dolcini. “This
latest round of  CRP Grasslands en-
rollment, where much of  the
acreage comes from small-scale live-
stock operations, shows that our na-
tion’s family farmers and ranchers 

see USDA EXPANDS page  4

Grasslands Program 
to help Small-Scale 
Livestock Producers

photo by Keeton Reynolds, Korte Farms 

Soybeans setting records for production
National Farm Machinery Show Equipment & Winter Livestock Edition
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Saturday • February 25, 2017 • 1:00 PM

Contact any of the breeders above for a sale book or any additional information.
See you on February 25, 2017 • Sale starts at 1:00 PM • Complimentary lunch served starting at 11:30 AM

Angus Lot 1 • 555 • Hot Iron

Angus Lot 2 • 563 • Ten X

SimAngus Lot 20 • 566C • Dream Doctor

Angus Lot 9 • 609 • Traction

United Producers Inc. Livestock Center 
(One mile off of I-65 at exit 28 in Bowling Green, KY)

Selling: 65 Bulls • 80 Commercial Heifers
25 Eighteen to 24-month-old

Angus, SimAngus & Simmental Bulls 
40 Yearling Angus, SimAngus and Simmental Bulls

All Bulls are Registered, Performance Tested, DNA typed and 
have passed a Breeding Soundness Evaluation. 

80 Black and Black Baldy High-quality 
Replacement Yearling Heifers.  

All heifers have been vaccinated, de-wormed 
and reproductive tract scored.

Bulls are Sired By:
Bismarck, Traction, Innovation, Hot Iron, Hesston, HVance, 

Dream Doctor, Hammer, SledgeHammer, Broker, 
Lock Down, Upper Class 

and other breed leading sires!

The following Progressive Breeders are 
bringing you the sale offerings:

Bulls
Cowles’ Pleasant Hill Farms, Gil Cowles 270-843-9021

Jarod Metzger 270-779-6260  

Heifers
Cooper Cattle, Paul Cooper  931-624-8659

Estes Bros., Joe Estes 270-202-6653

Simmental Lot 57 • 615  • Hammer

SimAngus Lot 36 • 617  • Promotion SimAngus Lot 41 • 618  • Iron Mountain

Simmental Lot 54 • 655  • SledgeHammer

Simmental Lot 55 • 656  • SledgeHammer

MARCH MADNESS 
is coming
EARLY!
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USDA EXPANDS 
continued from FRONT PAGE

can have a big impact on environ-
mental conservation.” 

The most recent ranking period
closed on Dec. 16, 2016, and included
for the first time a CRP Grasslands
practice specifically tailored for
small-scale livestock grazing opera-
tions to encourage broader participa-
tion. Under this ranking period and
for future periods, small-scale live-
stock operations with 100 or fewer
head of  grazing cows (or the equiva-
lent) can submit applications to enroll
up to 200 acres of  grasslands per
farm. Larger operations may still
make offers through the normal
process. USDA met its goal of  200,000
acres under this small-scale initiative.
The new practice for small-scale live-
stock grazing operations encourages
greater diversity geographically and
in all types of  livestock operations.
Visit http://go.usa.gov/x9PFS to view
the complete list of  acres accepted by
state. 

Participants in CRP Grasslands es-
tablish or maintain long-term, re-
source-conserving grasses and other
plant species to control soil erosion, 
improve water quality and develop
wildlife habitat on marginally pro-
ductive agricultural lands. CRP

Grasslands participants can use the
land for livestock production (e.g.
grazing or producing hay), while fol-
lowing their conservation and graz-
ing plans in order to maintain the
cover. A goal of  CRP Grasslands is to
minimize conversion of  grasslands
either to row crops or to non-agricul-
tural uses. Participants can receive
annual payments of  up to 75 percent
of  the grazing value of  the land and
up to 50 percent of  the cost of  cover
practices like cross-fencing to support
rotational grazing or improving pas-
ture cover to benefit pollinators or
other wildlife. 

USDA selects offers for enrollment
based on six ranking factors: (1) cur-
rent and future use, (2) new
farmer/rancher or underserved pro-
ducer involvement, (3) maximum
grassland preservation, (4) vegetative
cover, (5) environmental factors, and
(6) pollinator habitat. Offers not se-
lected in a ranking period are rolled
over into the next ranking period.

Small livestock operations or other
farming and ranching operations in-
terested in participating in CRP
Grasslands should contact their local
FSA office. To find your local FSA of-
fice, visit http://offices.usda.gov. To
learn more about FSA’s conservation
programs, visit:

www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. 

SOYBEAN PRODUCTION
continued from FRONT PAGE

and 6.2 bushels above the revised
2015 average yield. Area harvested
for grain is estimated at 86.7 million
acres, down slightly from the No-
vember forecast and up 7 percent
from the revised 2015 acreage.

“The corn crop started strong,”
Knopf  noted, “but faded down the
stretch. It had the potential to be a
record crop, but pollination and
grain fill issues left growers disap-
pointed.”

Kentucky burley tobacco produc-
tion is estimated at 107 million
pounds, down three percent from the
October forecast and up two percent
from 2015. Yield was estimated at
1,750 pounds per acre, unchanged
from October forecast and down 50
pounds from the 2015 crop. Har-
vested acreage was estimated at
61,000 acres, up 3,000 acres from last
year's crop. For the burley producing
states production is estimated at 140

million pounds, down three percent
from last year. Burley growers plan
to harvest 80,000 acres, up one per-
cent from 2015. Yields were esti-
mated at 1,747 pounds per acre, down
87 pounds from last year.

“Nothing seemed to go right for
burley tobacco this year,” Knopf
said. “Delayed spring planting, too
much summer rainfall, and poor
weather conditions during the cur-
ing phase all contributed to the sec-
ond smallest crop on record and the
lowest yield since 1960.”

Production of  Kentucky dark fire-
cured tobacco is estimated at 21.9
million pounds, down 31 percent
from the previous year. Dark air-
cured tobacco production is esti-
mated at 7.68 million pounds, down
44 percent from last year.

Alfalfa hay production by Ken-
tucky farmers is estimated at 540,000
tons, down 14 percent the 2015 level.
Other hay production is estimated at
5.04 million tons, down slightly from
last year.
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800.934.9777
www.sloanex.com

FLAT-RATE SHIPPING 
STARTING AT $11.00

REQUEST A FREE 
2017 CATALOG

$25.95
AA53860 HD 
Seed Disc 
Opener 15”
3.5mm blade
Import bearing
Bellota Blade
Fits JD ME, ME2, 
ME+ planters

Order# 109660

$24.99
AA62808 
Tungsten Seed 
Disc Scraper Kit
Includes 2 arms, 
spring, scrapers and 
hardware.
Fits ME2, ME+ 
planters

Order# 110902

$27.95
AA65248 HD 
Seed Disc 
Opener 15”
3.5mm blade
Agsmart bearing
Bellota Blade
Fits JD XP, XP Pro 
planters

Order# 109770

$18.99
Threaded Gauge 
Wheel Arm Kit 
Incl 1 arm, bushing 
and hardware
Replaces 
AA41968/A54179
Fits ME, ME2, ME+Order#110199

$16.99
A76223 Upper Arm

Fits JD ME2, ME+, 
XP planter units

A52092 Lower Arm

$94.99

Order# 109711 $19.99
A92817 XP 
Gauge Wheel 
Arm Kit 
Incl 1 arm, bushing 
& hardware
Fits JD XP, XP Pro 
plantersOrder# 110205

$19.99
80/20 
Talc-Graphite 
Seed Lubricant
8lb Jug

Order# 116032

$23.95
A84062 Planter 
Gauge Tire
Fits JD XP, XP Pro 
planters

Order# 109015

$31.99
A86763 XP 
Cast Closing 
Wheel Arm
Fits JD XP, XP Pro 
planters.

Arm Order# 109220

$25.99
Kinze 1 Bushel 
Box Topper
Fits Kinze 3000 
Series 1.9 bu boxes.
Molded Poly
Adds 1 bushel
Adds 8-1/4” Height

$435.00
Fasse ISO 
Doubler Valve 
Hydraulic Multiplier 
Kit.  
Incl switchbox, 
harness, valve, 
couplersOrder# 700-1510

$9.49
9” Field Cultiva-
tor Sweep
Nichols Ultrawing
1/4” thick
7/16” holes

L O U I S V I L L E ,  K Y10% DISCOUNT 
AT THE SHOW

OR USE COUPON CODE NFMS17 ONLINE

FEB. 15TH-18TH
SOUTH WING C 
BOOTH# 8943

Bushing Order# 109221 - $3.99

Order# 100105Order# 110172

Order# 109770

Order# 109712
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The U.S. Department of  Agricul-
ture has announced plans to pur-
chase apple products.

A solicitation will be issued in the
near future.  All offers must be sub-
mitted electronically through the
Web-Based Supply Chain Manage-
ment (WBSCM) website at
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/us
da/usdahome?navid=WBSCM. Of-
fers submitted by any means other
than WBSCM will be considered
non-responsive.

Offerors are urged to review all
documents as they pertain to this
program, including the AMS Master
Solicitation for Commodity Procure-
ments dated January 1, 2017; the ap-
plicable Commodity Specification(s)
identified in the subsequent Solicita-
tion(s); and the Qualification Re-
quirements for Prospective Vendors
dated October 2014. These docu-
ments are available on the AMS
Commodity Procurement website at
www.ams.usda.gov/selling-food.

Offerors must read all terms of
the applicable Solicitation(s) when it
is issued. To receive electronic (e-
mail) notification of  the issuance of
these solicitations, see the “Stay up
to date on USDA food purchases”
available on the AMS Commodity
Procurement website.

Inquiries may be made by tele-
phoning the Contract Specialist,
David Cottrell at (202) 260-9183 or ad-
dressing the Contracting Officer,
USDA/AMS Commodity Procure-
ment Staff, 1400 Independence Av-
enue, SW, STOP 0239, Washington,
DC 20250-0256.  An electronic version
of  this Purchase Announcement can
be found at the Commodity Procure-
ment Website:
http://www.ams.usda.gov/selling-
food.

USDA
Apple Product

Purchase
Program announced
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There is no doubt Kentucky agri-
culture has a long history in pro-
ducing the best tobacco in the world
and growers have done so for gener-
ations.

Even as markets have changed,
there are still farm families that de-
pend on it to be the main source of
income for their operations.

Scott and Shea Lowe are an ex-
ample of  that. Their dark, fire-
cured tobacco is the number-one
cash crop on their Calloway County
farm and they’ve made it that way
being first generation producers.

While that is a little unusual, the
Lowe’s have learned quickly and
grown their acreage steadily over
the last 14 years.

“There is more labor and time
spent in dark fired tobacco, obvi-
ously to fire-cure it takes more time
and you have to handle it easier but
it’s a unique crop and highly prof-
itable to grow,” said Scott.

He also said the market demand
for dark tobacco has actually seen
an increase benefiting an area of
the state where the vast majority of
the nation’s crop is being produced.
Kentucky not only ranks first na-
tionally in burley production but
first in fire-cured tobacco, as well.

Scott pointed out it takes experi-
ence to learn how to produce the
crop well and in the beginning their
operation began in a small way.

“It takes years to master growing
it and lots of  trial and error espe-
cially in my case being a first gener-
ation farmer,” he said. “I started my
first tobacco crop in 2002 with two
acres and now, we’re at 100 acres.”

And in an era of  contract-grow-
ing, Scott said he, of  course started
small, but the tobacco companies
have liked his crops and the Lowe’s
have been able to increase those
contracts steadily.

“There are going to be years
when you see decreases and those
when you see increases. This year
is going to be a decrease-year for
the companies mainly because
there was a lot of  tobacco grown
over contracted pounds in 2015,” he
said.

Scott noted that this decline is
likely a bump in the road for maybe
a season or two but he feels opti-
mistic about the market in general
and while the number of  tobacco
producers has decrease since the
federal quota buyout in 2004, he
said he would not hesitate to in-
crease the farm’s production by 50
to 100 acres.

The Lowe’s grow row crops and
raise cattle but, on a per-acre basis,
dark tobacco is “way more prof-
itable,” said Scott. “As far as the
dark tobacco industry and the loca-
tion of  the dark tobacco industry in
West Kentucky goes, it’s still the
main crop for the agriculture com-
munity.”

KFB Ag Facts
Kentucky ranks 1st in burley to-

bacco production, 1st in fire-cured
tobacco production, 1st in dark air-
cured tobacco production, and 2nd
in total tobacco production nation-
ally.

Tobacco is one of  Kentucky’s top
5 agriculture export.

In 2014, 91,700 acres of  tobacco
were harvested producing 214.3 mil-
lion pounds of  tobacco, with an av-
erage yield of  2,337 pounds per
acre.

In 2014, 10,700 acres of  fire-cured
tobacco produced 36.4 million
pounds, 76,000 acres of  burley pro-
duced 163.4 million pounds, and
5,000 acres of   dark air-cured to-
bacco produced 14.5 million pounds.
Originally posted on Kentucky Farm
Bureau website in April 2016

Kentucky Tobacco
Still No.1 For Some

Farm Families
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NEXT AUCTION
FEBRUARY 15, 2017

8:00 A.M.
MAR 15, 2017 - 8:00 A.M.

APRIL 19, 2017 - 8:00 A.M.
Auctions Third Wednesday

Of Every Month!

BUY, SELL AND
TRADE DAILY

CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTING!

License #044000247 • Jon Mowrey License #41000416

301 E Frederick St  • Milford, IL
Ask For Jon or Jim Mowrey

mowreyauction@illicom.net
80 Miles South of Chicago on State Rt. 1

815-889-4191 • Fax 815-889-5365
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MOWREY AUCTION CO., INC.
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Jim Mowrey 

815-471-9610

Jon Mowrey 

815-4 71-4191

Roger Kaufman 

309-824-4493

Scott Diekemper 

618-407-7832

Billy Schmitt 

402-641-8201

LIVE ONLINE BIDDING THROUGH BIDSPOTIER. 

Please visit mowreyauction.com and click on the Bid Online link to

register at BidSpotter.com. There will be a 2% Buyers Premium

charged on items purchased online, with a $500.00 cap per item. 

www.mowreyauction.com

FINANCING BID ONLINE

LOW RATE FINANCING 

Please Contact The Office 

For More Information 

Evans
Tree Work

270.816.1580

Tree Removal
Select Trimming
Hazardous Work
Stump Grinding
Stump Removal

Pruning & Shaping
Spikeless Climbing

Bucket Work
Cabling & Bracing

Debris Hauling
Shrubs, Hedges, Etc.
Licensed & Insured
24 Hr. Storm Week
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Agriculture Commissioner 
Ryan F. Quarles

The Kentucky Hunger Initiative
got off  to a great start in 2016. We
convened the Hunger Task Force, a
group of  leaders from agriculture,
government, business, education,
charitable organizations, and the
faith community, to apply their
unique skills and experiences to take
on hunger in Kentucky. We held 10
regional meetings throughout the
Commonwealth to study the sources
of  hunger, identify the unique issues
that affect different regions of  the
Commonwealth, and take an inven-
tory of  resources that can be utilized
to combat hunger in Kentucky.

We are continuing our work in the
new year. Committees of  the task
force are meeting, and the full task
force will assemble later this winter.
We will join our partners at the Ken-
tucky Association of  Food Banks
(KAFB) Rally to Solve Hunger on
Feb. 7 at the Capitol Rotunda in

Frankfort at 1:00 p.m. I encourage
you to join us! Our ultimate goal is to
raise awareness of  the hunger prob-
lem in Kentucky, get the agriculture
community more involved, and find
ways to reduce hunger that will work
in Kentucky’s distinct and diverse
regions.

There are many ways that you can
help. The easiest way is to check the
box on your state income tax return
– it’s on Line 33 on Form 740 – to do-
nate part of  your tax refund to the
Kentucky Farms to Food Banks
Trust Fund. You also may donate di-
rectly to the trust fund. Contribu-
tions to the fund are used to offset
farmers’ costs for providing Ken-
tucky-grown fruits and vegetables to
food banks. The fund is administered
by the Kentucky Department of
Agriculture.

Hunger initiative
Farmers may donate foods to non-

profit food programs and receive a
state tax credit equal to 10 percent of
the value of  the donated product.
When you donate food, you improve
your cash flow while helping feed a
Kentucky family. Go to
kafb.org/take-action/donate-food to
find out more.

About 17 percent of  Kentuckians –
1 out of  every 6 – is food insecure,
meaning they are unsure where
their next meal will come from at
some point during the year, accord-
ing to Map the Meal Gap, an annual
study by Feeding America. That is
one too many, but in a state with
such an abundance of  food and a
rich agricultural heritage, that sim-
ply is unacceptable. We can do better.
I hope you will join me in donating
part of  your state income tax return
to the Farms to Food Banks Trust
Fund, and I look forward to continu-
ing the work of  the Kentucky
Hunger Initiative in 2017.

USTRAILERCENTER.COM

2901 Shelbyville Road • Shelbyville, KY 40065
                                   (First Light West Of Bypass)

502.437.5400

ON-SITE REPAIR SERVICE! We’re Available, Call Us Today!

carolg@ustrailercenter.com

Come See Us At The
NATIONAL FARM MACHINERY SHOW

In Louisville, KY, Feb. 15-18,  
South Wing, 7551-7557 • JUST 30 MINUTES AWAY!

30' & 32' IN STOCK  
FOR FAST DELIVERY!

CASH 
DISCOUNTS
& MILITARY 
DISCOUNTS 
AVAILABLE!

FREE HAT WITH 
THE PURCHASE 
OF ANY TRAILER 

IN FEBRUARY!
USE CODE
"ROSEBUD"

LOAD TRAIL 
LOW PROFILE
HYDRAULIC 
DOVETAIL

Norstar SD Utility/Gooseneck 
Bed, 8 Tool Boxes, Work Lights, 

Tailgate, All LEDs, Receiver
Hitch Ready, Built

In Gooseneck– Call For Pricing 
On Your Truck!

NEWEST DEALER
IN CENTRAL KENTUCKY

Commissioner’s Corner

Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles

Check the box, and join us 
in the fight against hunger
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Q. What is the admission to the
National Farm Machinery Show?

A. There is no cost to attend the
National Farm Machinery Show.
Parking is $8 per car.

Q. What are the hours of  opera-
tion for the National Farm Machin-
ery Show?

A. 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. daily
Q. What are the Championship

Tractor Pull times?
A. The Championship Tractor Pull

starts at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday
through Saturday with an additional
pull at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday. Pulls
last approximately 3 ½ hours.

Q. What is the parking fee?
A. Parking is $8 per vehicle at the

Kentucky Exposition Center.
Q. Where do buses park and drop

off ?
A. Buses can enter gates 2, 3

and/or 4 and drop off  in front of
Freedom Hall. Parking is available
in Lot P.

Q. Is there RV parking? What is
the fee?

A. Yes. Overnight RV parking is
allowed and is located on the west
side of  the grounds near Kentucky
Kingdom and Gate 2. Parking is $50
per night with electric hook-up and
use of  dump station. Sites are first
come, first served. Contact the Ad-
missions office at (502) 367-5380.

Q. Is there camping available?
A. Yes, dry primitive camping is

$30 per night with self-contained
generator use only.

Q. Is shuttle service provided?
A. The Kentucky Exposition Cen-

ter does not provide shuttle service;
however, cabs and shuttle vans will
be available for a fee. They will be lo-
cated in front of  Freedom Hall
throughout the show.

Q. What do I do if  I have lost some-
thing during my visit at the National
Farm Machinery Show or Champi-
onship Tractor Pull?

A. All items found and turned in
to the National Farm Machinery
Show staff  will be taken to the Ken-
tucky Exposition Center Security Of-
fice (entrance beside Ticket Office on
the east side of  Freedom Hall). Call
(502) 367-5360.

Q. Can I bring my pet to the Na-
tional Farm Machinery Show or
Championship Tractor Pull?

A. Pets are allowed to accompany
visitors to the NFMS; however, they
must be kept on a leash or in a pet
carrier. No pets are allowed in Free-
dom Hall for the CTP.

Q. Can I rent a scooter and/or
wheelchair at the National Farm Ma-
chinery Show?

A. Scooters and wheelchairs are
available from Gould’s Medical lo-
cated in the South Wing B Lobby. Mo-
torized 3-wheel scooters are available
for$53.00/day (carry up to 325 lbs),
$79.50/per day (carry up to 400 lbs)
and manual wheelchairs are
$26.50/day. All equipment rentals
must be returned 30 minutes prior to
show closing. Reservations are avail-
able in advance. Attendees will need
to provide height, weight, contact in-
formation, rental dates, ID and pay-
ment at time of  reservation. The last
day for cancellations is Monday, Feb-
ruary 8 at 10:00 a.m . To reserve your
mobility aid, please call Gould’s
Medical at (502) 491-2000 or toll free
at (800) 876-6846 ext 4330. Prices sub-
ject to change.

Q. How do I find lost children?
A. Lost children are taken to the

KEC Security Office, located near
the Ticket Office. If  the child is not
in that room, the KEC Security Of-
fice team will work diligently using
the phones and radios to locate the
child. Once the child and guardian
are reunited, the guardian must sign
the Child Release Form and show
proper identification.

Q. What is the cost for a Farm
Show Guide?

A. Farm Show Guides are FREE
and are at the main entrance of
every building.

Q. What is the cost for a Champi-
onship Tractor Pull souvenir pro-
gram?

A. Championship Tractor Pull
souvenir programs are $5.

Q. Can National Farm Machinery
Show jackets be purchased?

A. No, National Farm Machinery
Show jackets are not for sale. The
jackets are provided for staff  mem-
bers, tractor pull drivers and select
sponsors.

Q. Where is the ticket office lo-
cated?

A. On the east side of  Freedom
Hall

FAQs About the Farm Machinery Show



FRANKFORT, Ky. – It seems to Ken-
tuckians that someone accidentally
dropped the sun down a storm drain
about three weeks ago and it hasn’t
been found yet.

Day after day desolate gray skies
discharged rain every few hours. Al-
though it has been warmer than
usual, this January has been a long
slog.

February is the month tinges of
hope arrive back in many anglers’
souls. 

“Before any change of  season,
there are hints of  the season to
come,” said Mike Hardin, assistant
director of  Fisheries for the Ken-
tucky Department of  Fish and
Wildlife Resources. “The change
from late winter to spring is not
abrupt. By the third week of  Febru-
ary, you can hear spring peepers call-
ing.” 

This translates into a time when
someone suffering from terminal
stage cabin fever can catch a fish for
the ages.

Warm February rains muddy the
water and provide a temperature
spike. “You get that good muddy
water in mid- to late-February and
you can pull some sows out of  it,”
Hardin said. “Females are gearing
up for spawning. They need healthy
fat reserves to get them through rig-
ors of  spawning. Instinct tells them
they must eat.”

This situation is a fantastic time to
catch a fat, pre-spawn female large-
mouth bass. Back in the day before
graphite rods, bass boats or sonar
units, gritty anglers would brave the

weather during the first warm rains
of  February and employ the “jig-
ging” technique to pull huge large-
mouth bass from shallow water.

They would use stout cane poles
and a large hook tied to heavy black
dacron line. These anglers would im-
pale as many nightcrawlers as possi-
ble on the hook and using a skulling
paddle for stealth, drop this combina-
tion beside any
stump, log or other
shoreline cover they
could find. 

Modern anglers
can do the same
thing with a ½-
ounce black and
blue jig and a flip-
ping stick.

“That muddy
water in late Febru-
ary is good flipping
water,” Hardin said.
“My uncle loved it
when rains warmed
the water to 51 de-
grees along the
shoreline. He would
flip a jig to the
shoreline cover
along those outside
bends of  Cave Run. That is when he
caught his biggest largemouth bass.
He had better weights in 51 degree
water than in 70 degree water.”

Hardin said rains from the south
in February also bring large muskel-
lunge to the shoreline. 

“That is when I first get my
muskies,” said Hardin, who caught a
50-inch muskellunge from Cave Run

Lake this past fall. “When you have a
42-to 48-degree main lake with
warmer water coming in that is in
the mid-50s, this is when you find
fish along the shoreline.”

Some fish live suckers along the
shoreline for big February muskel-
lunge. Those anglers are strongly en-
couraged to employ a quick strike rig
to prevent catch and release mortal-

ity. Large rattle baits,
such as a muskellunge-
sized Rat-L-Trap, also
work well for shoreline
muskellunge during this
time of  year.

“I also like a soft plas-
tic bait called the Bull-
dawg in February,”
Hardin said. “I like two-
tone colors such as
brown and orange. I also
like the firetiger with a
chartreuse tail version. I
also throw jerkbaits like
a Suick Thriller when
they have their nose on
the bank. They see that
jerkbait work over their
head and they hit it.”

A pronounced warm
front in mid-to-late Feb-

ruary draws big female smallmouth
bass from their winter lairs into
shallower water to feed heavily in
lakes such as Lake Cumberland, Lau-
rel River Lake, Dale Hollow Lake or
the lower section of  Green River
Lake. 

If  warm rains accompanied the
warm front, work white spinnerbaits
with chrome Colorado blades right

beside any submerged woody cover.
This is an excellent presentation to
catch huge smallmouths, especially
if  the water has some color to it.

If  the warm front simply warms
the top layer of  water a degree or two
without rain, big smallmouth will
move up onto a flat to feed. The best
flats lie adjacent to the channel on
the main lake or major creek arm.

A medium-sized live shiner bot-
tom fished in these areas is one of
the best ways to catch the heaviest
smallmouth bass of  your life. Some
anglers crawl the shiner slowly
across the flat with just enough split
shot weights to keep the shiner
down. Others prefer still fishing
shiners on the flat using a 1/4- to 3/8-
ounce slip-sinker rig with a small
black barrel swivel tied on the main
line. An 18-inch leader of  8-pound
test fluorocarbon line is tied on the
other loop of  the barrel swivel while
the hook goes on the other end of  the
leader.

A size 1 Octopus-style hook works
well for both presentations. You can
also fish these rigs right in the mid-
dle of  small cuts and tiny coves along
the main lake or major creek arm for
large February smallmouths.

Remember to buy your fishing li-
cense soon. February 28 is the last
day of  the current license year in
Kentucky.

Author Lee McClellan is a nation-
ally award-winning associate editor
for Kentucky Afield magazine, the of-
ficial publication of  the Kentucky
Department of  Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources.
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February a Trophy Fish Month for the Intrepid

Marcy Anderson, Biologist for
the Kentucky Department of
Fish and Wildlife Resources.

Kentucky Afield Outdoors:



by JOSEPH S. PETE
The Times

FAIR OAKS, Ind. (AP) _
Fair Oaks Farms, the “agri-
cultural Disney” that's al-
ready is one of  the largest
tourist attractions in North-
west Indiana, plans to add
major new attractions over
the next few years.

The working agritourism
destination in Fair Oaks
has plans for new chicken
and beef  cattle adventures
that would give visitors a
close-up look at modern
farming operations, said
Fair Oaks Farms Chief  Ex-
ecutive Officer Gary Cor-
bett. The multi-million
dollar projects would be
similar in scale to Fair
Oaks Farms' existing dairy,
pig and crop adventures,
which help the farm on In-
terstate 65 pull in more than

600,000 visitors a year.
DeMotte-based Belstra

Milling invested $3 million
in the pig adventure that
opened in 2013, while Win-
Field pumped $12 million
into the Crop Adventure ex-
hibit that debuted last year.
Corbett said it was too early
to estimate how much
would be invested in the
new attractions, but that
they would be comparable
in scale to existing ones.

A new chicken adventure
for instance would house
500,000 to 700,000 chickens
that visitors could see up
close, behind plexiglass
walls. The beef  cattle adven-
ture would have an esti-
mated 50,000 steers.

Fair Oaks also is building
a new hotel, growing a you-
pick-them apple orchard
and renovating its signature
Dairy Adventure, the first

exhibit the sprawling farm
straddling the border of
Jasper and Newton counties
had when it opened its

doors to the public in 2004.
“It's one of  the largest at-

tractions in the state of  In-
diana,” said South Shore
Convention and Visitors Au-

thority Executive Vice Pres-
ident Katie Holderby.

Well-positioned on a
major highway, Fair Oaks
draws visitors who might
not otherwise visit North-
ern Indiana, including kids
who attend an annual Fu-
ture Farmers of  America
convention in Indianapolis,
Holderby said. Fair Oaks
also has been opening new
attractions nearly every
year over the last few years,
giving people a reason to re-
turn.

“It's important that
they're freshening the at-
traction,” she said. “It's
doing repeat business be-
cause people know they can
come see state-of-the-art in-
teractive exhibits.”

Fair Oaks Farms aims to
eventually have more than a
million visitors a year. The
farm plans to break ground

this summer on a new hotel
that would cost between $8
million and $12 million, and
have between 100 and 110
rooms. Corbett said a hotel
is needed to serve visitors
in the fields of  agriculture,
business and academia
who've said they'd like to
visit Fair Oaks for more
than one day.

The hotel will include a
pool and be open to the pub-
lic. About 45,000 cars pass
by daily.

The pick-your-own or-
chard has been planted be-
hind its the 265-seat
Farmhouse Restaurant. The
orchard will include a vari-
ety of  apples, as well as
raspberries and blueber-
ries. People should be able
to start picking fruit next
year; it is expected to be
fully open in 2019.

“It's designed to have ap-
ples to cover all season, so
it should be open for much
of  the year,” Corbett said.

Other farms are inter-
ested in setting up chicken
and beef  cattle exhibits at
Fair Oaks Farms, to show-
case what modern-day
farming operations are like.
People would be able to
walk in Plexiglas alleyways
among the chickens in a
cage-free facility and see
the space they have to run
around. In the Beef  Adven-
ture, they would learn
everything that happens to
beef  cattle, such as how
they're fed and treated, be-
fore steak ends up on the
plate.

The hope is to start con-
struction on the chicken ad-
venture this year or next
year, but it's a moving tar-
get because of  commodity
prices and a drop in the egg
market, where eggs re-
cently hit a 10-year-low of
55 cents a dozen.
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We are pleased to announce the newest member of our team, ready to get to know you, uncover your 

Introducing
Scott Matlock

CD0081 10/15 Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society: Omaha, NE

Scott Matlock
270-816-5924

Agritourism destination adds chicken, beef adventures

“You have to
continue to add

some new
excitement on a
regular basis,”

Corbett said.
“You have to draw
in new people, and
give people who've

visited an
additional reason

to visit.”
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YOUR QUALITY
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

OUR 70th YEAR

3649 CO. RD. 24 • ARCHBOLD, OH

e-mail: yoderandfrey@embarqmail.com

www.yoderandfreyfarm.com

800-364-2870 • 419-445-2070
Hay & Straw Auction - Every Monday 12:00 Noon

KIM WYSE, Manager

CONSIGNMENT AUCTIONS HELD  
SECOND TUESDAY OF THE MONTH.

AUCTIONS START AT 9 AM

JD 6620 Titan II, Side Hill, 
Only 2,600 Hrs. . . . . . $14,500

Case IH 496, Vertical Till/
Disk, 24' . . . . . . . . . . . $12,500

Kongskilde SBC Triple K 
24' Field Cultivator, Rolling 
Basket . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,000

IH 1486, 7,000 Hrs. . . $13,000

See More Equipment & Pictures At

www.yoderandfreyfarm.com

1

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

 30

The University of  Kentucky De-
partment of  Veterinary Science has
launched three new websites to re-
place its former single website. The
change is designed to enhance in-
formational access and ease of  use
for visitors.

The new websites include the De-
partment of  Veterinary Science,
http://vetsci.ca.uky.edu/, the Gluck
Equine Research Center,
http://gluck.ca.uky.edu/, and Ge-
netic Testing at Gluck (formerly
the Animal Genetics Testing and
Research Laboratory), http://get-
gluck.ca.uky.edu/. The website for
the Veterinary Diagnostic Labora-
tory, http://vdl.uky.edu/, remains
the same.

The mission of  the Department
of  Veterinary Science,a UK Ag
Equine program in the College of
Agriculture, Food and Environ-
ment,is to assure the health and vi-
ability of  animal agriculture
through teaching, discovery, re-
search and service.

The mission of  the Gluck Center
is scientific discovery, education
and dissemination of  knowledge
for the benefit of  the health and
well-being of  horses.

The mission of  Genetic Testing
at Gluck is to offer the highest qual-
ity DNA testing combined with per-
sonalized customer service while
discovering the genetic basis for
traits and diseases in the horse.

UK Department of  Veterinary
Science launches new websites

LOUISVILLE - The National Farm
Machinery Show (NFMS) offers a
full schedule of  free seminars for
farmers and agribusiness profes-
sionals. The seminars are open to
all NFMS attendees and are offered
Wednesday through Friday, Feb. 15-
17 in the South Wing of  the Ken-
tucky Exposition Center.

This year’s topics include:
• Market and Weather Strategies
• Grow World Record Corn and Soybean

Yields
• Updates on the Used Machinery Market
• Marketing Outlook
• New Sprayer Tech and What It Means for

My Farm
• Roundup Ready Xtend Crop System

Learning Session
• Farm Data at Work on the Farm
• Super Precise Fertilizer Application
• Aerial Imagery

Admission to the National Farm
Machinery Show is free and open
to the public. Parking at the Expo-
sition Center is $8 per vehicle and
$20 per bus.

The National Farm Machinery
Show (NFMS) is the nation’s
largest indoor farm show and fea-

tures the agricultural industry’s
most comprehensive display of
equipment, services and technol-
ogy. Held annually at the Kentucky
Exposition Center in Louisville, it
attracts 300,000 attendees from the
U.S. and around the world. The
country’s oldest indoor tractor
pull, the Championship Tractor
Pull, accompanies the show and
provides an added element of  en-
tertainment and competition.
NFMS contributes $20.1 million in
economic impact to the Common-
wealth each year, and is owned and
produced by the Kentucky State
Fair Board.

Conveniently located adjacent to
the Louisville International Air-
port and near the junction of  three
major interstates, the Kentucky
Exposition Center is easily accessi-
ble and just seven minutes south of
downtown Louisville. Entrances to
the facility are located off  Phillips
Lane, Crittenden Drive and Pre-
ston Highway. Parking is $8 per ve-
hicle.

Fifteen Free Seminars offered at
the National Farm Machinery Show



SERVICES

http://www.atlasequipmentservice.com
https://www.facebook.com/Atlasequipmentservices

• Steel Fabrication • Trouble Shooting
• Dust Collection Maintanance

• Millwright Services • Belt Training
• Drone Mapping and Services

• Mechanical Belt Splicing
• Belt Cleaner Installation • Hytrol Trained

• Conveyor Design & Plant Design Consultlant
• MSHA 46 & 48 Traine • Componant Surveys

• Custom Strech Belts, Flat & Round
• Preventitive Maintanance Checkups

• Emergency Repair Services • Thermal and Mechanical
• Conveyor Component Sales & Installation

• Hooper & Chute Lining (UHMW, AR, Ceramic)  SandBlasting
• Conveyor Sales & Installation (Screw Conveyors,

Belt Conveyors, Package Handling Conveyors)
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Precision technology has driven
the farming revolution of  recent
years, and monitoring crops from
the sky will drive the next. Atlas
Equipment Services in Mayfield, Ky.
has taken agricultural mapping to a
whole new level with the use of
drones.  With a drone or UAV you
can capture highly accurate images
of  your fields, covering up to hun-
dreds of  acres in a single flight,
without the cost and hassle of
manned services. Drones will give a
far greater resolution than satellite
imagery provides, even when there
is cloud cover. By using image pro-
cessing software you can then trans-
form these shots into one large
'orthomosaic' image. Apply algo-
rithms to this image and you create
a reflectance map of  your crop. This
map is the key to boosting yields,
cutting costs, and driving your busi-
ness forward. It highlights exactly
which areas of  crop need closer ex-
amination – meaning less time spent
scouting, and more time treating the
plants that need it.  

Drone (or UAV/UAS) technology
suits a myriad of  applications by of-
fering: Flexibility, Timeliness, Effi-

ciency, and Cost-effectiveness. The
camera that a drone carries directly
influences the imagery it can cap-
ture and therefore its potential
usage. The most commonly-used aer-
ial imaging sensors in this field:
RGB, Near-infrared (NIR), red-edge
(RED), multispectral, and thermal.

Just some of  the many thing that
can be analyzed: Vegetation indices
(VI) such as NDVI, CWSI/ Detect
structural, chlorophyll & water
stresses; Elevation data/topogra-
phy/ Monitor erosion, design water
drainage & irrigation systems; Plant
counting & statistics; Soil moisture
& temperature/ Evaluate drainage
systems, disease & plant mortality;
Identify pests, disease, weeds; Meas-
ure erosion channel width & depth ;
Count plants & determine popula-
tion / spacing issues; and Conduct
exploratory excavation to determine
drainage tile, depth, size & location;
and much more.

For more information about how
Atlas Equipment Services can help
boost your yield or other mapping
needs, call 270-251-9111 or email us at
shawn@AEShelps.com

With Atlas Equipment 
Services, you can reap the 
benefits  of Precise Crop 
Scouting from above
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Your Voice Matters...
A Message from American Farm Mortgage & Financial Services

by Alan Hoskins,
President

Thankfully,
the most
contentious
and ill-
mannered
presidential
election in our
country’s
history is now

behind us.  There were
moments I was unsure if  I was
witnessing a debate between
two candidates for our
country’s highest office, or two
elementary school students
engaged in an argument where
both needed to be disciplined

for their behavior.  Regardless
of  your candidate of  choice, as
Americans, we will ALL have
a new President to support on
Friday, January 20, 2017.

Based upon analysis of  the
election results, the voice of
rural America spoke loudly in
last November’s contest.  I
believe this is a great step in
ensuring agriculture
continues to be on the radar of
our elected officials.  At this
current time, approximately
2% of  the nearly 325,000,000
U.S. residents live on a family
farm.  The number of
individuals claiming farming
as their primary occupation is
even lower with that figure

being only 1%.  Further,
approximately 97% of  current
U.S. farms are operated by
families consisting of
individuals, family
partnerships or family
corporations.

The figures above illustrate
the point that agriculture’s
voice is primarily dependent
on very few people.  As such,
our involvement in the
political process is imperative
to ensure our industry is not
ignored either legislatively or
in the funding of  programs
important to our success in
these challenging times.

Simply stated, those who
“live” the issues are more

inclined to provide reasonable
solutions to the problem.
While you do not have to seek
office to help affect this
change, calls to your state and
federal representatives, along
with senators are great ways
to express your ideas for
improvement.  E-mails to your
elected officials are also great
ways to voice your thoughts
about issues you would like to
see addressed.  Please keep in
mind, issues communicated in
conjunction with thoughts for
ways they can be improved,
are typically received more
willingly.  Your voice matters
and you can make a difference.
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March 3rd & 5th,  2017

KY FAIR & EXPO CENTER • LOUISVILLE, KY
BREED SHOWS

ANGUS –             FRI., March 3rd, 10:00 a.m.

BEEFALO -          FRI., March 3rd,  2:30 p.m.

CHAROLAIS –      SAT., March 4th, 12:00 p.m.

GELBVIEH –        FRI., March 3rd,  1:00 p.m.

LIMOUSIN –         SAT., March 4th, 10:00 a.m.

HEREFORD –      FRI., March 3rd,  1:00 p.m.

RED ANGUS –     FRI., March 3rd, 10:00 a.m.

RED POLL –        FRI., March 3rd,  4:00 p.m.

SHORTHORN –   SAT., March 4th, 10:00 a.m.

SIMMENTAL –     FRI., March 3rd,  4:00 p.m.

PEN HEIFER –     FRI., March 3rd,  2:00 p.m. 

BREED SALES

SAT., March 4th, 12:00 p.m.

SAT., March 4th,  9:30 a.m.

SAT., March 4th,  4:00 p.m. 

SAT., March 4th, 11:30 a.m.

SAT., March 4th,  3:30 p.m.

SAT., March 4th,  1:00 p.m.

SAT., March 4th, 10:00 a.m.

SAT., March 4th,  9:30 a.m.

SAT., March 4th,  1:00 p.m.

SAT., March 4th, 11:00 a.m.

SAT., March 4th,  2:00 p.m.

DON’T MISS THESE
OTHER EXPO EVENTS!!!

Junior Heifer, Steer,
& Market Heifer Jackpot Shows

Trade Show &
Youth Judging Contest

MAJOR CO-SPONSORS:
Kentucky Farm Bureau

and the Kentucky Department
of Agriculture,

Ryan Quarles, Commissioner

Kentucky Farm Bureau made a
strong showing at this year’s Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation’s
(AFBF) 98th annual convention. The
organization came away with several
awards and honors including the cov-
eted Pinnacle Award as recognition
for program and membership
achievement.

KFB was also well represented by
way of  their 2016 annual meeting
winners in Discussion Meet, Excel-
lence in Agriculture (EIA) and Out-
standing Young Farm Family
contests, all vying for national recog-
nition in their respective competi-
tions.

Kirby Green of  Daviess County fin-
ished in the top 16 of  the AFBF Dis-
cussion Meet, while Ryan and
Miranda Chaplin of  Bourbon County,
and Brad and Karen Hines of  Hart
County competed strongly in the EIA
and Achievement in Agriculture
events, respectively.

Also being recognized was Harlan
County Farm Bureau as a County Ac-
tivities of  Excellence (CAE) award

winner. CAE honorees are recognized
for innovative program ideas. Harlan
County FB initiated County Forestry
Days in which young people learned
about the forestry industry.

In addition to competitions and
award announcements, voting dele-
gates from Kentucky and other Farm
Bureaus around the country weighed
in on the nation’s top agricultural is-
sues and identifying priority topics
for 2017 advocacy efforts.

Kentucky Farm Bureau’s (KFB) 25
voting delegates represented Blue-
grass State farmers as national pol-
icy was considered.

According to information from
AFBF, resolutions passed by dele-
gates included important measures
covering regulatory reform, crop in-
surance, the inclusion of  food assis-
tance in the upcoming farm bill,
school nutrition, biotechnology, en-
ergy and more.

AFBF President Zippy Duvall said
the actions taken by farmer and
rancher delegates from across the na-
tion represent the culmination of  a

year-long grassroots policy process.
KFB board members approved na-

tional priority issues at their Decem-
ber annual meeting including:
support of  a thorough regulatory re-
view to ensure regulations do not im-
pose an undue economic burden on
any segment of  society and the regu-
latory process is transparent and re-
sults achievable; supporting fair and
open multilateral trade agreements
that will open new markets and ex-
pand existing markets for U.S. agri-
cultural products; and support of
immigration reform that includes re-
structuring the H-2A program to
streamline the process making it
more reliable, economical and simple
for farmers to participate. 

“Setting policy is the number one
priority at the AFBF annual conven-
tion each year,” said KFB President
Mark Haney, of  Pulaski County, who
led the delegation from Kentucky.
“Through policy development ses-
sions, we have the opportunity to
shape and influence how agriculture
will be viewed in Washington, D.C.,

in 2017. It is crucial for Kentucky’s
farming interests to be well-repre-
sented in those discussions, and ex-
tremely satisfying to return home
knowing we have accomplished that
goal.”

In addition to the general and busi-
ness sessions, over 350 KFB members
traveled to Phoenix to participate in a
variety of  industry-based seminars
held throughout the event. More than
5,000 Farm Bureau members from
across the country attended the
AFBF annual convention.

Kentucky Farm Bureau is a volun-
tary organization of  farm families
and their allies dedicated to serving
as the voice of  agriculture by identi-
fying problems, developing solutions
and taking actions which will im-
prove net farm income, achieve bet-
ter economic opportunities and
enhance the quality of  life for all. For
nearly a century, KFB has served as
the “Voice of  Kentucky Agriculture,”
representing the interests of  agricul-
tural producers and rural communi-
ties.

Kentucky delegates help set national agricultural policy
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ST. LOUIS, Mo. -- The number of  jobs with an
emphasis in science, technology, engineering
and math (STEM) is expected to grow signifi-
cantly over the next ten years, according to the
National Science and Math Initiative. To help
K-12 educators enhance their STEM curricu-
lum, the America's Farmers Grow Rural Edu-
cation program, sponsored by the Monsanto
Fund, will once again provide farmers with the
opportunity to nominate their local public
schools for opportunities to receive $10,000 and
$25,000 grants.

Former grant-winning schools, such as Early
County Elementary School in Blakely, Georgia,
indicate the program stimulates school budg-
ets for STEM education, as well as students'
level of  interest in science and math.

In 2016, Early County Elementary School
used the $10,000 grant they received from the
Grow Rural Education program to expand the
school's science curriculum by building a hoop
house, allowing students to apply classroom
lessons about the ecosystem and plant lifecy-
cles to the fruits and vegetables they harvest.  

"The Grow Rural Education grant has had an
impact throughout our entire school district.
After our elementary school students harvest
their crops, we provide the food to our high
school culinary arts program," said Early
County Elementary School teacher Tim
Spooner. "This allows high school students to
learn their craft and then give a portion of
that food to our area's most needy residents."

In 2017, the Grow Rural Education program
will award approximately $2.3 million to de-
serving schools. Since the program began in
2011, it has awarded more than $11 million to
schools in rural communities across the
United States.

To qualify for a Grow Rural Education grant,
farmers in eligible counties must nominate an
eligible rural public school district to compete
for a merit-based grant of  either $10,000 or
$25,000. Farmers can nominate their school
district from January 1 to April 1, 2017.

After the school district receives a nomina-
tion, the Monsanto Fund will notify the dis-
trict and encourage administrators and

teachers to design a grant that enhances STEM
education in their district.

Nominated school districts have until April
15, 2017, to submit a grant application describ-
ing their project. An advisory council com-
posed of  farmer leaders then reviews finalist
applications and selects the winning school
districts.

"The Grow Rural Education program pro-
vides farmers with a way to give back and sets
students up for success in their local communi-
ties," said Al Mitchell, Monsanto Fund presi-
dent. "We have heard from many school
districts that the projects they implement ex-
cite their students and, in many instances,
have resulted in improved test scores."

To nominate a local school district for one of
the Grow Rural Education grants, as well as a
complete list of  program rules and eligibility
information, farmers can go to GrowRuralEdu-
cation.com. Additionally, more information
about the program can be found at
facebook.com/AmericasFarmers. 

Farmer Nominations help schools receive STEM grants



by Kate Prince • Farmers’ Quarterly Staff Writer
kpikate@gmail.com

Growing up, Tyler Harper helped in his dad’s
equipment business. At the time, he didn’t real-
ize the influence it would have on his future. 

Tyler Harper went to auctioneer school in In-
dianapolis, Indiana when he was only 17-years-

old. To this day, he still holds the record as the
youngest auctioneer to be licensed in the state
of  West Virginia. Even though he attended
school for his profession, Harper commented he
also learned a lot on his own and from the
school of  hard knocks. 

In January of  2016, at the age of  20, Tyler pur-
chased Harper Equipment and Auction Com-

pany in Scottsville, Kentucky,
also known as the 31E Auction
Center. 

Each year, Harper holds six
farm equipment auctions on
site. He also hosts other auc-
tions, as well. “We specialize
in equipment but have a big
enough place to do a little bit
of  everything,” he com-
mented. “Our building is actu-
ally made for car auctions.”

Just last week, Harper
hosted a benefit charity auction. “We try to help
the community,” he added.

Harper has an equipment retail lot on site
that is open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. For more information about Harper Equip-
ment and Auctions, call 270-618-7710 or email
harperequipment@yahoo.com.
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Harper starts career as youngest auctioneer in West Virginia

Tyler Harper

“We specialize in equipment but have a big enough place to do a little bit of everything.”    ~Tyler Harper

Conference to offer
‘Change, Challenge
and Opportunity’

Registration is open for the 2017 Indiana
Farm Bureau Spring Conference, “Change,
Challenge and Opportunity,” which runs Fri-
day and Saturday, March 10-11, in Indianapo-
lis.

Members who have attended the event in the
past will notice a change to the schedule – a
later start time. The doors will open for the
opening session and meal at 5:30 p.m. on Fri-
day.

“Starting later in the day gave us more flexi-
bility with our programming,” said Ashley
Beasley, women’s leadership program coordi-
nator. “It also accommodates those who have
weekday commitments and gives us a full day
for business on Saturday.”

Two speakers will offer keynote addresses
during the conference.

see CONFERENCE page 31



UPCOMING AUCTION DATES:
FEBRUARY 18, 2017

MARCH 18, 2017
APRIL 15, 2017
JUNE 17, 2017

SEPTEMBER 16, 2017
NOVEMBER 18, 2017

50+ tractors, 500+ equipment, trucks, trailers, 
construction, New Short Line Implements and a Farm 

related miscellaneous row!! 

ONE of the CHEAPEST
consigning rates in the auction business!!

NO BUYERS FEE!!!!!! • NO NO-SALE FEE!
Commission rates: $1-$300 20%

$301 and up 7% with $350 maximum per item
$2 minimum per item • $25 title fee for each titled item

Come and let our team of professional go to work for 
you!! Concessions, restrooms, loading, parking all 

available!! Lodging as close as 3 miles!! 

LARGE FARM AND CONSTRUCTION 
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION 

TURN YOUR 
EQUIPMENT INTO 

FAST CASH!!
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Students in grades 6-12 are encour-
aged to consider tomorrow’s food,
feed and fuel supply for a video con-
test that asks, “What does the future
of  agriculture mean to you?”

“This contest is a great way for
students to think creatively about
agriculture, one of  the state’s most
important industries,” said Lauren
Taylor, Ag Day committee chairman
for Indiana’s Family of  Farmers, the
contest sponsor. “We’re excited to see
how students imagine the future and
how it will affect their lives.”

The video contest is part of  Indi-
ana’s celebration of  Indiana Ag Day,
March 21. From its farms – both big
and small – to innovative researchers
and agricultural companies, Indiana
has continued to lead the way in pro-
viding a safe, stable and affordable
food supply that feeds a growing pop-
ulation. Through the contest, stu-
dents are challenged to think about
what could be accomplished in the
future and how it will affect them.
The resulting video must be 30 sec-
onds to 1 minute long.

The entry process and a full list of
guidelines can be found at www.indi-
anafamilyoffarmers.com/videocon-
test.html. All videos that meet the
guidelines will be presented on the
IFoF website, where the public may
vote on their favorite.

The competition is divided into
two categories: 6th-8th grades and
9th-12th grades. The entry deadline
is Feb. 27, 2017. Entries will be judged
on how well the video conveys the
theme; the video’s ability to gain at-

tention and make a lasting impres-
sion; overall quality, including char-
acteristics such as creativity,
uniqueness, accuracy, persuasive-
ness, clarity, and visual and audio
production; and popular vote.

A first, second and third prize will
be awarded in each category. First
place receives a GoPro Hero+ video
camera. Second place wins $150,
while third place will receive $50. All
winners will be invited to attend a
special recognition ceremony at the
Indiana Statehouse on March 21 in
celebration of  Indiana Ag Day.

‘Indiana’s Family of  Farmers was
formed in 2009 to raise awareness
that Indiana’s farmers are among the
top producers of  grains, produce and
meats you eat every day. Groups par-
ticipating in Indiana’s Family of
Farmers include the American Dairy
Association Indiana, Indiana Beef,
Indiana Corn Marketing Council, In-
diana Farm Bureau, Indiana Pork,
Indiana Soybean Alliance, Indiana
Wine Grape Council, Indiana Veteri-
nary Medical Association, Indiana
Professional Dairy Producers, Indi-
ana Beekeepers’ Association, Indi-
ana Association of  Soil and Water
Conservation Districts, Indiana State
Department of  Agriculture, Indiana
State Poultry Association, Purdue
University Cooperative Extension
Service, Indiana 4-H Foundation, In-
diana State Board of  Animal Health,
Purdue Agriculture, USDA Farm
Service Agency and the USDA Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service.

Indiana students encouraged
to participate in video contest 
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JASPER, Ind. - Purdue Extension and the
trade group Indiana Pork are teaming up to
present the fifth annual Southern Indiana
Pork Conference on Jan. 30 in Jasper.

The conference runs from 10 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. at the Schnitzelbank Restaurant, 393
Third Ave.

Kenneth Eck, Extension educator in
Dubois County, said the conference will
focus on key issues in the pork industry,
such as livestock regulations, swine pro-
duction and animal health, including the
latest information on the porcine epidemic
diarrhea virus.

Topics and speakers are:
* “Health Concerns - Porcine Epi-

demic Diarrhea,” presented by John
Baker, a graduate of  the Purdue College of
Veterinary Medicine and founder of  the
Warrick Vet Clinic.

* “Lower Cost, Higher Fiber By-Prod-
uct Diets,” presented by Allan Schinckel,
Purdue Extension breeding and genetics

specialist.
* “State Regulatory and Legislative

Issues and How They'll Affect You,” pre-
sented by Josh Trenary, executive director
of  Indiana Pork, and Ben Wicker, director
of  producer outreach for Indiana Pork.

* “On-Farm Semen Storage,” pre-
sented by Kara Stewart, Purdue Extension
reproductive physiologist.

* “Understanding Piglet Gut Immune
Responses Due to Weaning Stress and
Soybean Meals,” presented by Brian
Richert, Purdue Extension swine special-
ist.

* “Pork Quality Assurance-Plus Certi-
fication,” presented by Eck. Producers
seeking certification need only attend this
portion of  conference.

For more information visit
http://www.extension.purdue.edu/dubois or
contact the Purdue Extension Dubois
County office at 812-482-1782 or
duboisces@purdue.edu.   

Southern Indiana Pork
Conference set for Jasper

Bardstown Bourbon Co.
announces first

distilling partnership
BARDSTOWN, Ky. (AP) _ Bardstown Bourbon Co. has 

announced the first partnership in its collaborative distill-
ing program.

The company says Western Spirits Beverage Co. will 
work with its team to produce whiskey for Western Spir-
its' brand portfolio at the Bardstown distillery. Bowling 
Green-based Western Spirits produces Bird Dog Whiskey, 
Lexington Bourbon and Calumet Farm Kentucky Bourbon 
Whiskey.

Bardstown Bourbon recently broke ground on a distill-
ery expansion to double its capacity to 3 million proof gal-
lons.

The company in the heart of Kentucky's bourbon coun-
try also says it plans to open its visitors and events center 
to the public by this summer. The visitors' experience will 
include tours, tastings, event space and a large whiskey 
collection.

The company started commercial production last Sep-
tember. It produces whiskey, bourbon and rye for its own 
brands and collaborative partners.
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WASHINGTON – The U.S. Depart-
ment of  Agriculture's (USDA) Na-
tional Institute of  Food and
Agriculture (NIFA) today an-
nounced $18.9 million in funding
for eligible 1890 land-grant colleges
and universities to obtain or im-
prove agricultural and food sci-
ences facilities and equipment. The
1890 Facilities Grant Program helps
the eligible institutions educate the
future workforce in the food, agri-
cultural and human sciences job
sectors.

"This funding signals our ongo-
ing commitment to create future
leaders and skilled professionals in
the field of  agricultural innova-
tion," said NIFA Director Sonny Ra-
maswamy. "By building adequate
facilities we help 1890 Land-Grant
Universities and Institutions sus-
tain their programs in agriculture,
food and human sciences."

The 1890 land-grant institutions
were established under the Second
Morrill Act of  1890 to foster higher
education opportunities for
African-Americans and other un-
derrepresented student popula-
tions. This funding opportunity
aligns with NIFA's strategic goal to
develop human capital, communi-
ties and a diverse workforce
through research, education, exten-
sion and engagement programs in
food and agricultural sciences to
support a sustainable agriculture
system.

Eligible applicants include Ala-
bama A&M University, Tuskegee
University, University of  Arkansas-
Pine Bluff, Delaware State Univer-
sity, Florida A&M University, Fort
Valley State University, Kentucky
State University, Southern Univer-
sity, University of  Maryland-East-
ern Shore, Lincoln University,
Alcorn State University, North Car-
olina A&T State University, Central

State University, Langston Univer-
sity, South Carolina State Univer-
sity, Tennessee State University,
Prairie View A&M University, Vir-
ginia State University, and West
Virginia State University.

The application deadline is
March 21, 2017.

See the request for applications
on the NIFA 1890s Facilities Grants
Program web page for more infor-
mation.

Previously funded projects in-
clude an outreach and teaching fa-
cility for livestock at Tuskegee
University. The university's Cooper-
ative Extension division provides
services to beef  producers in the
Black Belt region, a southern re-
gion that has a high percentage of
African-American farmers and
ranchers, and the surrounding
counties. The project also provides
outdoor laboratory facilities for vet-
erinary faculty and students.
Florida A&M University completed
renovations to the Quincy Telecon-
ference Center to better serve the
needs of  limited-resource audi-
ences in the community by offering
programs that address educational,
economic and health issues.

Since 2009, NIFA has invested in
and advanced innovative and trans-
formative initiatives to solve socie-
tal challenges and ensure the
long-term viability of  agriculture.
NIFA's integrated research, educa-
tion and extension programs sup-
port the best and brightest
scientists and extension personnel
whose work results in user-in-
spired, groundbreaking discoveries
that combat childhood obesity, im-
prove and sustain rural economic
growth, address water availability
issues, increase food production,
find new sources of  energy, miti-
gate climate variability and ensure
food safety.

USDA Announces $18.9
Million Available to Support

Agricultural Education at
1890s Land-grant Institutions

All Wayward Hill Farm bulls will be 
tested for Homozygous Black and Polled, 

Will have DNA 
Genetically enhanced EPD’s

All WHF bulls will be Semen tested
WHF offers a calf buyback program

Chris Allen
859-351-4486

callenuky@hotmail.com

Dr. Henry Allen
859-229-0755

Call for a 
complete listing 

of sale bulls

These 4 bulls and many others like them will sell in the Bulls of the Bluegrass

WHF DYNASTY C372 
Purebred Simmental

WHF TOP TEN C247 
SimAngus 3/4 Blood

WHF LUTTON C015
SimAngus 1/2 Blood

WHF DYNASTY C426 
Purebred Simmental

Wayward Hill Farms 
consignment to the 

Bulls of the 
Bluegrass Sale
April 1, 2017

WAYWARD HILL FARM
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DON’T BET 
THE FARM
ON A GARDEN VARIETY ATTORNEY

The estate planning attorneys at Keuler, Kelly, 

Hutchins & Blankenship have decades of experience 

helping farmers and their families protect the land 

t h e y ’ v e  w o r k e d  s o  h a r d  t o  e a r n .

100 SOUTH 4TH ST, SUITE 400 
PADUCAH, KY 42001

270-448-8888  |  KKHBLAW.COM

THOMAS J. KEULER  |  DAVID L. KELLY  |  THEODORE S. HUTCHINS  |  STACEY A. BLANKENSHIP  |  ROBERT W. GOFF  |  KRISTEN N. WORAK  |  LESLEY A. OWEN  |  JUDY K. PAYNE
ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE  |  REAL ESTATE LAW  |  BUSINESS LAW  |  CIVIL LITIGATION  |  BANKING LAW  |  MUNICIPAL LAW  |  PERSONAL INJURY  |  EMPLOYMENT LAW

THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT
SERVICES MAY BE PERFORMED BY OTHER KKHB ATTORNEYS

TED HUTCHINS,
KKHB PARTNER

FRANKFORT, Ky. — The Kentucky
Department of  Agriculture (KDA)
has approved 209 applications from
growers who have been approved to
cultivate up to 12,800 acres of  indus-
trial hemp for research purposes in
2017, nearly triple the number of
acres that were approved for the
previous year. More than 525,000
square feet of  greenhouse space
were approved for indoor growers in
2017.

“By nearly tripling hemp acreage
in 2017 and attracting more proces-
sors to the state, we are signifi-
cantly growing opportunities for
Kentucky farmers,” Agriculture
Commissioner Ryan Quarles said.
“Our strategy is to use KDA’s re-
search pilot program to encourage
the industrial hemp industry to ex-
pand and prosper in Kentucky. Al-
though it is not clear when Congress
might act to remove industrial
hemp from the list of  controlled

substances, my strategic objective is
to position the Commonwealth’s
growers and processors to ulti-
mately prevail as national leaders in
industrial hemp production.”

The KDA received a total of  252
applications – 234 grower applica-
tions and 18 processor/handler ap-
plications. Applicants were asked to
identify which harvestable compo-
nent of  the plant would be the focus
of  their research (floral material,
grain, or fiber); some applicants se-
lected more than one component.

In addition to grower applica-
tions, KDA approved 11 new applica-
tions from processors (in addition to
29 previously approved multi-year
processor applications that were not
required to reapply). Five universi-
ties will also carry out additional re-
search projects in 2017. KDA
officials cited the recent decline in
commodity prices as one factor that
appears to be generating increased

interest among Kentucky’s farmers
in industrial hemp and other alter-
native crops.

In 2016, 137 growers were ap-
proved to plant up to 4,500 acres.
Program participants planted more
than 2,350 acres of  hemp in 2016, up
from 922 acres in 2015 and 33 acres
in 2014.

To strengthen KDA’s partnership
with state and local law enforce-
ment officers, KDA will provide GPS
coordinates of  approved industrial
hemp planting sites to law enforce-
ment agencies before any hemp is
planted. GPS coordinates were re-
quired to be submitted on the appli-
cation. Participants also must pass
background checks and consent to
allow program staff  and law en-
forcement officers to inspect any
premises where hemp or hemp prod-
ucts are being grown, handled,
stored, or processed.

“We have made collaboration and

communication with the law en-
forcement community a top priority
for KDA’s management of  this re-
search pilot program,” Commis-
sioner Quarles said.

Staff  with the KDA’s industrial
hemp research pilot program evalu-
ated the applications and considered
whether returning applicants had
complied with instructions from
KDA, Kentucky State Police, and
local law enforcement. To promote
transparency and ensure a fair play-
ing field, KDA relied on objective
criteria, outlined in the 2017 Policy
Guide, to evaluate applications.

The KDA operates its program
under the authority of  a provision
of  the 2014 federal farm bill, 7 U.S.C.
§ 5940, that permits industrial hemp
pilot programs in states where
hemp production is permitted by
state law. For more information and
to view the 2017 Policy Guide, please
visit kyagr.com/hemp. 

KDA approves more than 12,800 acres for hemp planting in 2017



Fewer than 4,500 tobacco growers
are left in Kentucky, a state where
the crop has always been number
one. However growing health con-
cerns about tobacco use, as well as
the increasing number of  foreign
growers, have hurt the industry in
Kentucky.

In 2004, Congress passed the Fair
and Equitable Tobacco Reform Act,
which included the Tobacco Transi-
tion Payment Program, commonly
known as the "Tobacco Buyout." The
buyout provided cash payouts to to-
bacco growers as compensation for
the loss of  quotas.

Economist with the University of
Kentucky say the industry saw
major consolidation after the buy-
out. Twenty-five years ago, most
farms were raising an average of
three to five acres of  tobacco.

Today, most tobacco farmers have

more than 30 acres, and most are
raising cattle or other crops along-
side their tobacco.

According to the Agriculture Cen-
sus there were 29,237 tobacco farms
in Kentucky in 2002. By 2007, just
after the buyout, the number
dropped to 8,113, and by 2012, the
number dropped to 4,537 farms.

Estimates say that with this year’s
Agriculture Census there could be
as few as 3,000 tobacco farms left.

Demand has gone down due to in-
creasing health concerns and re-
strictions on consumption as well as
excess supply in the world market
and the high value of  the dollar.

While price is still the single most
critical factor, today’s buying seg-
ment is looking more at “value,”
which includes both price and qual-
ity of  leaf. Tobacco companies are
now being challenged on many

fronts given the health risks associ-
ated with their products along with
the general public’s perception of
the industry. 

The tobacco marketplace chal-
lenge is to deliver reduced-risk to-
bacco products to a declining
consumer base amid increased regu-

lations. 
To survive the new tobacco mar-

ket environment, growers must be
willing to adapt to a changing mar-
ket and produce high quality leaf
with reduced health risks. Source:
Kentucky Today and UK Agriculture
websites.
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Perry Farm Supply
6230 Highway 89, 

Palmersville, TN 38241
1-731-822-4415

FEED 
THE OX

The Ox is a stoic beast that doesn’t want a 
lot of special attention. It yearns for open air 
above its hopper and dirt under its wheels. 

If you really want to keep your ox happy, just 
give him a few tons of grain to move

A U T H O R I Z E D  D E A L E R

Truck Hopper

There’s work to do.

Helping the world thri

70-236-9000
ive.

 PO Box 267 • Hickman • 27
Helping the world thri

Challenges facing tobacco farmers
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by Pat Thomann
kpieditor@gmail.com

With the many uses of  the soy-
bean it could easily be called the sta-
ple of  life. Developments in uses
have increased over the years and
you can find soybean in almost any-
thing and the uses for soybeans are
still developing. While the majority
of  soybeans are processed for their
oil, there are many other uses.

For every 60 pound bushel of
processed soybean you will get a
yield of  about 47 pounds of  soybean
meal and 11 pounds of  soybean oil.
Soybean protein meal makes up 38%
of  the bean and yields about 18%
oil. The meal is fed to livestock and
the oil is uses in cooking and other
uses.

A small portion of  the soybeans is
used in the making of  soy flour, soy
protein, soymilk, tofu, salad dress-
ings and mayonnaise. Foods that
contain soybean oil include crack-

ers, cookies, cakes and pies and the
oil is also used in canned tuna and
sardines.

There are quite a few soy uses
that we don’t think about including
the making of  crayons, soy-based lu-
bricants that can withstand a higher
heat then petroleum lubricants, soy
based hydraulic fluid, solvents,

paints and cleaners.
Soy protein is a safe way of  feed-

ing cattle, swine, poultry and other
farm animals there are used for
human consumption but it is also a
good source of  food for aquarium
fish and fish grown for eating.

Soy products are also found in
carpet, candles, auto upholstery, fur-

niture, ink products and even soy-
based foam is now being used in
building insulation, refrigerators,
coolers, footwear and automotive in-
teriors.

Soybean yield varies from year-to-
year and from state to state. 2015 US
soybean average yield estimate was
at 47.5 bushels per acre. Many fac-
tors go into estimating soybean
yield such as drought, pest, weather
damage and other issues.

With the need for alternative fuel
sources it’s no wonder that soybeans
are being used in the production of
biodiesel products and ethanol.
Since biodiesel products produce
less emissions of  HC, NOx, CO with
less smoke it is no wonder soybeans
are being used.

As scientists continue to experi-
ment with soybean uses and develop
more soybean products the US is
one country that will reap the bene-
fits of  a product that seems to have a
never-ending list of  uses.  
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 NEW 22’ Jet Aluminum Hopper, ROUNDED 
HOPPER, Air Ride, Alum Wheels, PRICE 

’07 IH 4400 S
SON AUTOMA

  

 

NEW

GRA

A Tractor, DT466, ALLI-
AATTIC, Air Cab, New Injec-

T’11 IH Prostar Taandem Daycab, 435
OMAmins, AUT ATTIC, Jake, Air Ride

  

 

W & USED TRUCKS, 
JET TRAILERS,

AIN BEDS & HOISTS

5HP Cum-
e & Cab, 

’08 IH 4400 Tandem, DT466, ALLISON AU-
TTOMATIC, **Live Taandem**, NEW OVER-

  

 

1026 N. Lincoln St., Greensburg, IN • (8
Look at our entire inventory @ www.shirksin

DOES NOT INCLUDE FET--$22,000 (TL428) tors with warranty--$17,500  (I07134) Power Windows & Locks--$25,000   

 

12) 663-7111
nternational.com

 (I11140) ARRANTYHAULL W/W Y---$33,000  (I08114)

Mayfield, KY 42066

LIVINGSSGNI
LIVELIVELIVVELIVE

LIV STONNOSTST
ESTOCESTOCESTSTOCKESTOCK

FEB 24TH AMAR 17TH APR 21ST
Sale Every Tuesd
270-898-8377

FEB. 24TH • A
day at 12 Noon • Truc
7 • Highway 60

 MAR. 17TH • 
cking Available
• Ledbetter

APR. 21ST

 These Western Kentucky soybean fields were ripe and ready for harvesting last fall.                                
Photo by Pat Thomann 

Soybean could be called “the staple of  life”
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Proudly Owned & Operated by 
the Stockholders Since 1945

Cattle, Horses,
Poultry, Pets & 

more.. 
475 WEST KY DRIVE  • LACENTER, KY

270-665-5101

We are your Feed 
Headquarters

Gas • Farm • Home
Clothing • Gardening

Sporting Goods

Grain Bin Dangers: It Happens Quickly. From The Time The Auger Starts

Grain Entrapment can
happen in as little as 4-5 Seconds

Grain Entrapment: A person is partially submerged but cannot remove
themselves

Grain Engulfment: A person is completely buried with grain

3 Common Ways That Engulfment Occurs:
1. When you stand on moving or flowing grain it can act like quick sand,

burying you in seconds.
2. When you stand on a bridging grain condition, it can collapse  unexpect-

edly, burying you under the grain. Bridging occurs when grain clumps to-
gether, because of  moisture or mold, creating an empty space beneath as
grain is unloaded.

3. Grain that as accumulated on the side of  a bin can unexpectedly col-
lapse.

To learn more about Sudenga Industries, Inc., visit www.sudenga.com or contact Perry Farm Supply, in Palmersville, TN, at 731.822.4415.

Grain Entrapment Cases By Year
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33RD ANNUAL
FAYETTE COUNTY FARM BUREAU

FARM MACHINERY CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

- FARM BUREAU  859.253.0023 -

TODD CLARK  859.621 .6471 |  BOB JAMES  859.229.4642

QUESTIONS? DROP US A LINEOPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

WWW.FAYETTECOFARMBUREAU.COM

ALL TYPES OF FARM EQUIPMENT
LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

10% COMMISSION  $30 MINIMUM PER LOT  $750 MAXIMUM PER LOT
$30 BUYBACK FEE INCL. TRACTORS  $50 BUYBACK FEE TRUCKS & BOATS

ALL TITLES MUST BE IN HAND AT CHECKIN, NO EXCEPTIONS

MARCH 12    2016  |  @ 8:30 AMTHACCEPTING EQUIPMENT

Thursday, March 10th
Friday, March 11th

9 AM - 5 PM

KENTUCKY HORSE PARK
4089 IRONWORKS PIKE LEXINGTON, KY 40511
EXIT 120, I-75 IRONWORKS PK

$5 PARKING DAY OF SALE  

MARCH 11    2017  |  @ 8:30 AM
KENTUCKY HORSE PARK
4089 IRONWORKS PIKE LEXINGTON, KY 40511
EXIT 120, I-75 IRONWORKS PK

TH

$5 PARKING DAY OF SALE 

34TH ANNUAL
FAYETTE COUNTY FARM BUREAU

FARM MACHINERY CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

WWW.FAYETTECOFARMBUREAU.COM

ACCEPTING EQUIPMENT
Thursday, March 9th
Friday, March 10th

9 AM - 5 PM

- CARRIE MCINTOSH -  FARM BUREAU  859.253.0023 -

TODD CLARK  859.621 .6471 |  BOB JAMES  859.229.4642

QUESTIONS? DROP US A LINEOPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

The Illinois Department of  Agri-
culture has revoked the grain dealer
and warehouse licenses belonging to
Keller Grain Company, Inc.  The com-
pany has two locations in southern
Illinois, in Jonesboro and Anna.  The
licenses were revoked following an
administrative hearing to address the
suspension of  the facility's licenses
for failure to pay a producer, on de-
mand, for grain purchased from that
producer.  The company has been or-
dered to cease and desist doing fur-
ther business.

The Illinois Department of  Agri-
culture has assumed control of  the
company, including its grain assets,
and will begin the process of  com-
pensating claimants per the Illinois
Grain Code.   Anyone who has sold
grain to the company and has not
been paid in full or has grain stored
in the company's 547,000 bushel facili-
ties should contact the Department's
Bureau of  Warehouses to file a claim.

The deadline to file claims is March
29, 2017, or seven days from the date
notice was mailed to a particular
claimant, whichever is later.

Keller Grain Company was a mem-
ber of  the Illinois Grain Insurance
Fund, which means valid claimants
at the facility are protected under the
Illinois Grain Code.   Provisions for
compensation under the Illinois
Grain Code are as follows: 

Grain that was delivered and
priced within 21 days before the date
of  failure is covered at 100 percent;

Grain that was priced 22-160 days
of  the date of  failure is covered at 85
percent;

Grain sold on a price later contract
is protected at 85 percent of  closeout
value within 365 days of  delivery.  

Depositors with evidence of  grain
in storage are covered for 100 percent
of  losses up to $1 million maximum
per claimant.  No time limit exists for
warehouse claims.

Department revokes Licenses
of  Keller Grain Company, Inc.



ORGANIC ASSOCIATION 
OF KENTUCKY

ANNUAL
CONFERENCE
MARCH 3-4, 2017
SHEPHERDSVILLE

More information at www.oak-ky.org
Sarah @502.396.5457
or sfritschner@gmail.com

HEALTHY PEOPLE, HEALTHY PLANET:  
RESHAPING KENTUCKY WITH ORGANICS
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Custom Feed Mill LLC
630 North Hughes •  Morganfield, KY 42437

1-866-304-6455 • 270-836-2036

COMMODITY FEED
SPECIALIST & CUSTOM

MINERAL MIXES

Thanks to our local Farmers!

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Depart-
ment of  Agriculture's (USDA) Na-
tional Institute of  Food and
Agriculture (NIFA) today announced
four grants totaling more than $13.6
million to combat a scourge on the
nation's citrus industry, citrus green-
ing disease, aka Huanglongbing. The
funding is made possible through
NIFA's Specialty Crop Research Ini-
tiative (SCRI) Citrus Disease Re-
search and Extension Program,
authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill.

"The economic impact of  citrus
greening disease is measured in the
billions," said NIFA Director Sonny
Ramaswamy. "NIFA investments in
research are critical measures to
help the citrus industry survive and
thrive, and to encourage growers to
replant with confidence."

Huanglongbing (HLB) is currently
the most devastating citrus disease
worldwide. HLB was first detected in
Florida in 2005 and has since af-
fected all of  Florida's citrus-produc-
ing areas leading to a 75 percent
decline in Florida's $9 billion citrus
industry. Fifteen U.S. States or terri-
tories are under full or partial quar-
antine due to the presence of  the
Asian citrus psyllid (ACP), a vector
for HLB.

Since 2009, USDA has invested
more than $400 million to address
citrus greening, including more than
$57 million through the Citrus Dis-
ease Research and Extension Pro-
gram since 2014. Awards for grant
applications submitted in FY 2016 in-
clude:
• Clemson University, Clemson,
South Carolina, $4,274,523
• Regents of  the University of
California, Riverside, California,
$5,112,000
• Iowa State University, Ames,
Iowa, $2,476,099
• USDA Agricultural Research
Service (ARS), Athens, Georgia,
$1,821,197

Funded projects include Clemson
University researchers using natu-
rally HLB-resistant citrus trees to
develop new resistant varieties
using the CRISPR-Cas9 genome edit-

ing tool. The Regents of  the Univer-
sity of  California project will design
and identify HLB bactericides based
on both natural and nanotechnology
approaches. Researchers at Iowa
State University will investigate the
use of  sustainable, naturally occur-
ring soil bacteria to control ACP. The
ARS project will identify and assess
the effectiveness and economic via-
bility of  chemotherapy treatment
options.

Among past projects, the Univer-
sity of  Florida developed bacteri-
cides to help recover fruit
production in HLB-affected or-
chards. Research at the University of
California used virulence proteins to
develop strategies for creating citrus
rootstocks that are immune to HLB.

NIFA is a member of  the federal
Multi-Agency Coordination (MAC)
group to help deliver near-term tools
to citrus growers to combat HLB. In
addition, NIFA support to the Na-
tional Plant Diagnostic NetworkThis
is an external link or third-party site
outside of  the United States Depart-
ment of  Agriculture (USDA) website.
helps plant diagnostic laboratories
share best practices and expedite di-
agnoses and screening for ACP and
HLB. The network coordinates diag-
nostician training in HLB with
USDA's Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service's Plant Protection
and Quarantine. These services en-
able rapid and accurate diagnoses
and support U.S. food security.

Since 2009, NIFA has invested in
and advanced innovative and trans-
formative initiatives to solve societal
challenges and ensure the long-term
viability of  agriculture. NIFA's inte-
grated research, education and ex-
tension programs support the best
and brightest scientists and exten-
sion personnel whose work results
in user-inspired, groundbreaking
discoveries that combat childhood
obesity, improve and sustain rural
economic growth, address water
availability issues, increase food pro-
duction, find new sources of  energy,
mitigate climate variability and en-
sure food safety.

USDA invests $13.6 Million
in Citrus Greening Research
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fcbheartland.com  •  NMLS# 474502

Clinton, KY
114 East Jackson St.
270.653.4301

Fancy Farm, KY
10308 State Rt. 80 W
270.623.6900

LaCenter, KY
414 West Kentucky Dr.
270.665.5777

Kevil, KY
952 Kentucky Ave.
270.462.3191

Wickliffe, KY
359 Court St.
270.335.3181

Martin, TN
5475 Skyhawk Pkwy.
731.587.1920

fcbheartland.com  • NMLS# 4745022

Clinton, KY
114 East Jackson St.
270.653.4301

Fancy Farm, KY
10308 State Rt. 80 W
270.623.6900

LaCenter, KY
414 West Kentucky Dr.
270.665.5777

Kevil, KY
952 Kentucky Ave.
270.462.3191

Wickliffe, KY
359 Court St.
270.335.3181

Martin, TN
5475 Skyhawk Pkwy.
731.587.1920

Good People to Turn to ... In Every Farming Season.

Let’s Get Started On Your Ag Loan Today!
Pictured L-R:  Fred Gillum, Greg Gunter, Dustin Frazier, Bruce Kimbell, 

Dustin Renfrow, Brad Branscum, Greta Purvis, Josh Bailey, Kreg Denton, Daniel Kimbell

 

s!

Guaranteed Sight-Unseen Purchases
Let us help you find the bull to fit your program and needs
Free Trucking on every bull to anywhere
The best disposition & soundness sort anywhere
DNAA tested for Genomic EPDs, coat color and polled status

TAll Bulls Are Semen & Trich Teested
Over 200 RFI tested bulls will sell in these sales

ALLVViideos of L SALE BULLS on website the week before the sale

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To view on-line catalogs and videos:  www.seedstockplus.com
Contact Seedstock Plus at:877-486-1160 or email:john@seedstockplus.com

North Missouri Bull Sale  *  February 25, 2017 * Kingsville Livestock, Kingsville, MO * 200 bulls!
All 18 month old bulls!  150 Homozygous Black bulls!  30 Red!   Sale will be on CattleUSA.com

Arkansas Bull Sale  *  March 4, 2017  *  Hope Livestock Auction, Hope, AR  *  50 bulls!
2 year old and 18 month old bulls!  In conjuction with the 4 State Classic Female Sale! Selling 500 females!

South Missouri Bull Sale * March 25, 2017 * Joplin Regional Stockyards, Carthage, MO * 200 bulls
18 month old bulls and yearling bulls!  150 Homozygous Black bulls!  30 Red! Sale will be on DVVAAuction.com.

450 Angus, Gelbvieh & Balancer Bulls will sell in Seedstock Plus Sales thi

CALLL FOR YOUR 
ODATCAATTAALOG T AYY!

MAILED ON 
 ONLREQUEST LYY!

877-486-1160

 

is spring!!
 

by Kate Prince
KPI Staff Writer
kpikate@gmail.com

Beginning last month, GSI began
offering a new version of  the Direct
Gear Drive Power Sweep. The re-
design is
considered to
be simpler and
eliminates
pieces of  the
equipment that
were known for
quickly
wearing down.

Equipment
operators will
now have the
opportunity to manage the
intermediate and center wells
separately. If  the center well is
clogged, they will be able to open the

first intermediate well. Also, the
design offers permanent grain bin
installation with a rubber wiper
attached to the back of  the back
shield. This will make it easier to get
grain from the bottom of  the bins. 

Some other updates on the
equipment include a
heavier duty gear
box and improved
steel roller bearings. 

The DGD Power
Sweep is offered in
two sizes; an 8-inch
auger will work in
15- to 48-foot bins and
the 10-inch will work
for 24- to 78-foot bins.

To learn more
about GSI products, visit
www.grainsystems.com or contact
Perry Farm Supply, in Palmersville,
TN, at 731-822-4415.

New DGD Power
Sweep offered by GSI
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Joe Paul Mattingly
830 Sally Ray Pike, Raywick, KY

joepmattingly@gmail.com

KY HOOP BARNS
• Economical • Versatile • Durable
• Affordable • Attractive
• Ideal For Hay Storage, Free Stall Calf

Barns Or NRCS Stack Pad.
➤  No More Rusty Hoops

Or String Tie Downs!
• We Provide Professional Installation
• Fast Friendly Sales & Service
• Rock Bottom Prices
•  All Products Are Galvanized

With Pipe & Ratchet Tie Down
• Welded Seams, No Stitches

WHO’S GOT YOU COVERED?

HEAVY DOUBLE 
ARCH TRUSS 
BUILDING

HAY STORAGE!

EQUIPMENT 
STORAGE

...AND MUCH MORE!

DOUBLE 
THE SAVINGS

See Us At The National Farm Machinery Show  
In Louisville, KY – South Wing, 6710 • Near Kuhn/Krause

Visit Us Online At
KYHOOPBARNS.com

32x96

32x96

32x72

40x96
$12,500
Special
Kit Only

40x60

U BUILD MSRP SPECIAL
32x72 $5,250 $5,050
32x96 $6,950 $6,750
WE BUILD MSRP SPECIAL
32x72 $8,500 $8,250
32x96 $10,995 $10,750

*Includes everything except
concrete around posts & metal.

FARM SHOW SPECIALS

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS
AVAILABLE!

SQUARE
STEEL TUBING
“Stronger Than Round”

2x2 Square Tubing
12 Ga. Galvanized

We Get Paid When You’re Satisfied

*$1 per mile for freight, 1 way

Early Order Early Build!

Looking for
Distributors in 

Illinois, Indiana, 
Missouri and
Tennessee

CONFERENCE
continued from PAGE 20

Vance Crowe, director of  mil-
lennial engagement for Mon-
santo, will deliver his message
on Friday evening. Crowe is a
former communications strate-
gist for the World Bank Group,
a returned U.S. Peace Corps
volunteer and was a deckhand
on an eco-tourism ship, among
other adventures.

Comedian and speaker Leslie
Townsend is Saturday’s
keynote. Townsend uses humor
to share her experiences as
someone who married into
farm life after growing up in
the city.

Friday features “nightly net-
working” time, where atten-
dees choose from a wine and
canvas session (advance regis-
tration required; session is $35
per person); hearing from
sports humorist and motiva-
tional speaker Howard Kell-
man; listening to singer Randy
Lyness, who also serves as a
state representative; or a game
table. 

Two auctions will take place:
a silent auction, which runs
from 8:30-10:30 p.m. Friday and
8 a.m. to noon on Saturday, and
a live auction on Friday night. 

Proceeds from both will go to
the Bucket Buddies Mission,
an organization that helps chil-
dren fighting cancer or other
life-threatening diseases.

Five rounds of  breakout ses-
sions will be featured in three
tracks – a change track, a chal-
lenge track and an opportunity
track – on Saturday. Members
in need of  private applicator
recertification program credit
will have an opportunity on
Saturday afternoon during the
“challenge” track. The cost is
$10 at the door for PARP credit.

Registration is open until
Feb. 27. Visit
www.infb.org/springconf   for
more information and to regis-
ter. Spring Conference takes
place at the Indianapolis Mar-
riott East, 7202 E. 21st St., Indi-
anapolis.
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Sugar CCreek Red AAngus
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B
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-836-0018 ce
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BULLS FOR SALE
Schnapf • Morganfield

ell

d, Kentucky

by Dakota Stigall
KPI Staff-writer

2017 seems to be
a promising year
for the farming
community. In the
world of  all things
agriculture, many
new technologies
that were once
only concepts are
now being created
and implemented
in various avenues across the nation.
Through various categories, technol-
ogy takes hold of  the business by
serving a new purpose with each job.
Technology is used just like any ma-
chine; to make the job easier.

Although most of  the older genera-
tions scoff  at the word technology,
and quickly reply with a, “Back in
my day,” it seems now that these
same generations are reaping the
benefits from agricultural technol-
ogy. This new technology allows us to
do things that weren’t quite possible
before, such as seeing nutrient levels
without ever having to drive across
the field. Not only does technology
make a job easier to do, but it com-
pletely revolutionizes what we are
able to do.

Technology allows a job to be done
faster, with less work on our part.
New technologies that are being un-
veiled in various farm shows this
year include: sensor upgrades, au-
tomation, drone use, enhanced satel-
lite calibration, improved UAV and
data collection, as well as cab up-

grades for most
tractors. 

Although some
of  the tractors
seen in fields
today have a
space-ship feel,
because of  all the
‘bells and whis-
tles,’ each one
serves a very
unique purpose,
which con-
tributes to the

overall capabilities of  the tractor.
Data collection is another important
upgrade on the list. Instead of  going
out to every field to collect soil sam-
ples, which have to be dried, put in a
bag, and then tested; why not fly a
UAV or drone over each field with the
sensors and monitors available to tell
you each nutrient level.

With the use of  UAV’s or a drone,
data collection becomes a breeze for
the modern day farmer. In less time
than it usually takes, with not even
half  the effort, a farmer can know ex-
actly how much fertilizer a certain
area of  the field needs. Sensor up-
grades are making the planting cycle
for crops much more accurate, as
well. 

The biggest issue with technology
is our collective fear of  it. We have to
see that with the aid of  technology
there are so many possibilities and
amazing potential outcomes. In this
case, the good outweighs the bad.
Technology is the best way for the
agricultural world to, “Work smarter,
not harder.”

Upgrades in Ag. Technology
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• Agribusiness
• Agricultural Education - 

Plant Science & Soil Science
• Agriculture Mechanics
• Animal Science

• General Agriculture
• Horticulture & Floriculture 
• Turf & Golf Course
Management

• Pre-Veterinary Medicine

twitter.com/wkuagriculturefacebook.com/wku.agriculture

Schedule your tour of  WKU Agriculture... 270-745-3151

Website: www.wku.edu/agriculture • Email: agriculture@wku.edu
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Agriculture exports are critical to
growing ag-related and rural
economies. A substantial amount of
Kentucky’s agricultural sales comes
from exports, and while the majority
of  our farms in the Commonwealth
are smaller, family-owned opera-
tions, each one has a role to play in
providing these goods that are in de-
mand around the world. Those oper-
ations also depend heavily on the
income created by export markets.
The saying about the world being
smaller is true when it comes to in-
ternational trade.

During our last annual meeting,
the KFB board approved national
priorities including the support of
fair and open multilateral trade
agreements that will open new mar-
kets and expand existing markets for
U.S. agricultural products.

Already we have seen much move-
ment on the part of  the new admin-
istration in Washington related to
international trade. As these discus-
sions begin, it’s important to reiter-
ate our position on these trade
agreements that benefit the Ameri-
can farmer.

We find ourselves living in an en-
vironment where the world depends
on international trade and agricul-
ture must play a significant role in
any negotiations of  current or fu-
ture agreements.

We encourage our lawmakers and
decision makers at all levels of  gov-
ernment to make every effort possi-
ble to keep our ag export markets
vibrant and growing for the benefit
of  our producers across this state
and the nation.

American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion President Zippy Duvall said in a
recent statement, the organization
pledges to work with the administra-
tion to help ensure that U.S. agricul-
ture can compete on a level playing
field in markets around the world.
But we need the administration’s
commitment to ensuring we do not
lose the ground gained.

I agree and want to emphasize
that while these markets are crucial
to the success of  our industry all the
time, we are currently in the midst
of  declining net farm incomes. Now,
more than ever, any unrealized or
lost revenues can be devastating to
our farms and our rural way of  life.

We are always striving to create
new markets both here and abroad
for Kentucky products and look for-
ward to new trade deals and fortified
existing agreements. We offer our
support in making that happen. But,
as advocates, we must be diligent in
our efforts to have our voices heard
in all matters related to the sustain-
ability of  our American agriculture
industry. 

Statement from KFB President
Mark Haney on International Trade

Annual February
Inventory Sale

herbert sales & service

FREE MERCHANDISE with purchase 
of any Stihl or Husqvarna

10% off for cash on saw supplies:
bar oil, fuel mix, chain, wedges, cable & chokers.

935 E. Main St., Greensburg, IN 47240
812-663-5724
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Improve Your Cultivating...Multivate!
CALL BRUCE CLINE • KENDAL CLARK • KENT BOYD • TOMMY BRUCE

The Multivator With the high cost of raising 
tobacco and the higher demand on the larger 
tobacco farmers, CBC Ag has provided innovative 

This strip till machine is designed to work up the 
ground, strip till your tobacco behind your row crops 
and provide a perfect bed for your tobacco that not 
only reduces the amount of times you go through 

This allows you to save money on any 
additional costs of diesel fuel and replanting.

CBC has been a leader in creating solutions 

We can help you from the green house to the 

Give us a call and find out more on this 
unique strip till machine.

Saving you time and money from the 
greenhouse to the receiving station...

Irrigation Fittings
& Supplies Available

CBC Ag
ENTERPRISES    INC.

13603 Dawson Springs Rd. • Crofton, KY
(270) 424-9760 Fax (270) 424-9764

Toll Free 866-491-4946

The Indiana State Department of
Agriculture (ISDA) awarded $376,500
to six agricultural organizations for
projects that will support specialty
crop production in the state. These
grants were established though the
USDA Agricultural Marketing Ser-
vice’s Specialty Crop Block Grant
Program and designed to enhance
the competitiveness of  specialty
crops, paving the way for further
growth in the field.

“Specialty crop production is an
important part of  Indiana’s diverse
agricultural industry,” said Ted
McKinney, ISDA Director. “As a criti-
cal source of  revenue for many
Hoosier farmers, we must continue
to find new, innovative ways to in-
crease profitability and sustainabil-
ity of  specialty crop production
while making advancements in food
safety. These projects will help us
achieve those goals."

According to USDA, specialty
crops include fruits, vegetables, tree
nuts, dried fruits, horticulture and
nursery crops, and floriculture.
Along with enhancing the markets
for specialty crops, these projects
also work to address some of  the
chief  issues impacting the industry,
such as increasing nutritional
knowledge and consumption of  spe-
cialty crops, developing new and im-
proved seed varieties, and investing
in specialty crop research, to name a
few.

The following list includes the or-
ganizations and programs that re-
ceived funding through the Specialty
Crop Block Grant program:

• Organization: Purdue University
Cooperative Extension Service

Program: Cantaloupe Safe Prac-
tices Education

Award amount: $104,500
Purdue University will determine

best practices for Indiana can-
taloupe production with a focus on
food safety.

• Organization: Purdue Extension,
Hancock County

Program: FoodLink 2.0

Award amount: $58,000
FoodLink 2.0 aims to provide a

greater diversity of  food choices
while educating consumers about In-
diana's specialty crops.

• Organization: South Central
Community Action Program, Inc.

Program: Growing Opportunities
Award amount: $58,000
The project aims to expand the im-

pact of  the Growing Opportunities
greenhouse job training program to
more people in Monroe County
through building on the relation-
ships it has started with its partner
organizations. The project is also
aimed at promoting healthy families
and children through expanded con-
sumption of  specialty crops by peo-
ple in poverty, along with reducing
hunger.

• Organization: Schooner Hill
Start A Hive

Program: Schooner Hill
Start A Hive

Award amount: $35,000
Schooner Hill Bee Hive Farm will

partner with Brown County 4-H Ex-
tension to promote the competive-
ness of  specialty crops through
apiculture education, training and
use implementation for residential
and small farm applications.

• Organization: Purdue Extension,
Marion County

Program: Urban Farm Incubator
Award amount: $57,900
Urban Farm Incubator aims to in-

crease opportunities for new and be-
ginning farmers, develop local and
regional food systems, support the
growth of  organic specialty crops
and improve food access in under-
served communities.

• Organization: Indiana State De-
partment of  Agriculture

Program: Indiana Grown Initia-
tive

Award amount: $63,100
Indiana Grown will work to edu-

cate Hoosier consumers about the
importance of  buying specialty
crops grown in Indiana, while sup-
porting growers statewide.

ISDA awarded $376,500 
to support agriculture
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Online Master of Science 
in Agriculture Degree
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For more information visit 
www.murraystate.edu/onlinemastersinag
or email msu.ag@murraystate.edu.
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Manage It.
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WASHINGTON - The U.S. Depart-
ment of  Agriculture's (USDA) Na-
tional Institute of  Food and
Agriculture announced availability
of  $8.8 million in funding to sup-
port agricultural science education
at Hispanic-Serving Institutions
(HSIs). The Hispanic-Serving Insti-
tutions (HSI) Education Grants Pro-
gram promotes and strengthens
HSI programs that attract, retain
and graduate outstanding students
capable of  enhancing the nation's
food, agricultural, natural resource
and human sciences work force.

"Hispanic students earn only
eight percent of  the degrees
awarded in science, technology, en-
gineering, and math," said NIFA Di-
rector Sonny Ramaswamy. "These
investments help Hispanic-Serving
Institutions promote STEM educa-
tion and agricultural industry ca-

reers to all their students, includ-
ing Hispanic students."

While research and extension ac-
tivities may be included in a funded
HSI Education project, the primary
focus must be to improve teaching,
enrollment and graduation rates
within a degree-granting program.
One five-year project with Texas
State University helped boost its
completion rate to 92 percent. A
NIFA grant to New Mexico High-
lands University designed to in-
crease the number of  Hispanic
students earning a Bachelor of  Sci-
ence degree has helped more than
1,100 students since 2009.

Eligible applicants are certified
HSIs, which are public colleges and
universities that have an enroll-
ment that includes at least 25 per-
cent Hispanic students. Currently,
more than 400 HSIs are located in

21 states and Puerto Rico, serving
more than 2 million students.

Past projects have included a
Texas State University project that
encourages female and Hispanic
military Veterans to earn bache-
lor's degrees in agriculture and
other science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics (STEM) de-
gree programs. A project at Texas
A&M University-Kingsville encour-
ages students from underrepre-
sented groups to pursue STEM

degrees and careers as leaders in
agriculture through training and
internships at USDA agencies.

For more details, see the HSI re-
quest for applications on the NIFA
website.

NIFA invests in and advances in-
novative and transformative re-
search, education and extension to
solve societal challenges and en-
sure the long-term viability of  agri-
culture. NIFA support for the best
and brightest scientists and exten-
sion personnel have resulted in
user-inspired, groundbreaking dis-
coveries that are combating child-
hood obesity, improving and
sustaining rural economic growth,
addressing water availability is-
sues, increasing food production,
finding new sources of  energy, miti-
gating climate variability and en-
suring food safety.

USDA announces $8.8 Million available to support
Agriculture Programs at Hispanic serving Institutions

"Hispanic students earn
only eight percent of the 

degrees awarded in 
science, technology, 

engineering, and math,"
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1237 US Hwy. 51 S. • Clinton, KY • 270-653-2381 
731-742-4454 KINZE.COM

Air Seed Delivery.
Extend your hours
of operation.

Less time filling.

More time planting.

TRI-COUNTY EQUIPMENT

At Kinze® we’re always thinking ahead. That means 
engineering more efficient and reliable ways to put seed in 

the ground. Our Air Seed Delivery system does exactly
that with twin, 55-bushel hoppers that can cover up to

260 acres in a single fill. Now that’s productivity.

It’s available on the 3800, 3700 and 3660 planters.
To learn more, visit your Kinze Dealer.

FAIR OAKS, IN, Feb 1, 2017 – Mid-
western BioAg today unveiled a
new manufacturing process that
transforms manure into a uniform,
dry fertilizer granule that can be ef-
ficiently stored, transported and
spread. Referred to as TerraNu Nu-
trient Technology™, the process in-
fuses essential crop nutrients into a
manure base
to give more
farms access
to the biologi-
cal benefits of
manure. Prod-
ucts made
through this
process offer
precision ap-
plication:
Each granule
has the same
guaranteed
analysis, al-
lowing for even in-field distribu-
tion.

The new manufacturing facility
is located at Indiana-based Fair
Oaks Farms, a collection of  12
dairies with herds totaling 36,000
milking cows. Midwestern BioAg
committed to the Fair Oaks loca-
tion largely because of  the Farms’
prior investments to maximize nu-
trient-use efficiency and reduce en-
vironmental impacts.

Production is expected to begin
in March. Sales efforts are expected
to focus on farms and retailers
within 100 miles of  the new plant.

“This is how it should work,”
said Mike McCloskey, co-founder of
Fair Oaks Farms. “We don’t want
anything go to waste. Our manure
powers parts of  the farm, runs a
fleet of  trucks and feeds many of
our own crops. Now, it can provide
essential nutrients for other farms.
Midwestern BioAg is building on

our earlier work.”
The fertilizers will deliver a full

suite of  agricultural nutrients, in-
cluding micronutrients. The base
material is made primarily of  de-
composed microbes from the di-
gested manure. This biological
material is food for living soil mi-
crobes when the product is used as

fertilizer; it draws
nutrients into the
soil-life food chain,
helping make them
more plant avail-
able.

“This helps close
the nutrient gap in
farming,” said Mid-
western BioAg CEO
Anthony “Tony”
Michaels, Ph.D. “A
typical American
farm once had both
crops and livestock.

Today, with necessary specializa-
tion, there is a disconnect. The
crops are in one place, the cows in
another, and many farms miss out
on the benefits of  manure. We can
fix that.”

TerraNu Nutrient Technology
has potential to help address nutri-
ent-loading and water quality chal-
lenges faced by some large dairies.
Because it is cumbersome and ex-
pensive to transport, cow manure
rarely travels more than 10 miles
from dairies; the TerraNu process
facilitates transfer of  excess nutri-
ents to distant farms, reducing im-
pacts on local water supplies.

Midwestern BioAg, based in
Madison, WI, manufactures and
distributes fertilizers that build
soil health to increase yields and
quality of  both food and forage. For
more information about TerraNu
fertilizers, see: www.Midwestern-
BioAg.com/TerraNu.

New Indiana Facility's
Breakthrough Technology
Transforms Dairy Manure
into Precision-Ag Fertilizer
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We don’t want anything 
go to waste. Our manure powers 

parts of the farm, runs a fleet 
of trucks and feeds many of our 
own crops. Now, it can provide 

essential nutrients for other farms.
Midwestern BioAg is building 

on our earlier work.”



by Lisa Rathke
Associated Press

Demand driven by the farm-to-
table movement knows no seasons, so
farmers in colder areas of  the coun-
try increasingly use greenhouses and
similar structures to meet winter-
time demand for local produce.

While crusty snow and ice covers
the ground in January in Vermont,
spinach leaves sprout in rows of  un-
frozen soil inside a high tunnel — a
large enclosure covered by plastic
film that is warmed by the sun and
protected from the wind.

"I can never keep up with the
spinach demand," said Joe Buley,
owner of  Screamin' Ridge Farm in
Montpelier, who planted the spinach
in November and will sell it in about
two weeks.

This time of  year, when vegetables
are trucked in from California and
Mexico, some consumers clamor for
fresh local produce.

"I'm definitely interested in sup-
porting local agriculture, and I defi-

nitely like eating greens in the win-
ter," said Serena Matt of  Marshfield,
Vermont, who paid Bear Roots Farm
in South Barre, Vermont, ahead to get
biweekly bundles of  produce that in
the winter typically include greens
like spinach or baby kale.

The federal government helped
spur the growth in winter farming by
providing financial and technical as-
sistance to farmers to install high
tunnels to extend the growing season,
protect crops from harsh conditions,
reduce energy use and improve air
quality by reducing the transporta-
tion of  food. Between 2010 and 2016,
the U.S. Department of  Agriculture's
Natural Resources Conservation
Service helped producers construct
more than 15,000 high tunnels around
the country, with Alaska having the
most.

Rohwer's Farm in Pleasant View,
Colorado, got its first 30-by-72-foot
high tunnel that way.

"And it did so well we were able to
get a second one, and we added a
third one last year," said Heidi Ro-

hwer, estimating they cost about
$7,000 each.

The small farm makes regular
trips to Durango, Colorado, in the
winter to sell kale, lettuce, carrots,
arugula, and bok choy.

Buley expects his spinach to start
taking off  soon, when the sun gets
higher in February.

It's a lot sweeter, with thicker
leaves, than summer spinach, be-
cause of  the colder weather, he said.

"Root vegetables are nice, but usu-
ally right around Jan. 1, people are
like, if  you come at them with a but-
ternut squash, they're going to smack
you," he said laughing.
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Farm to table: A bit tricky in winter, but in high demand
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Saturday, March 4th  

TONY WHITE • 1914 OLD H

OVERLAND HILL 

Tractors & Loader
• MF 7480 Dyna-Step, Cab, 4WD,  

1458 hrs.
• MF 5465 Cab, 4WD, w/ 965 Loader,  

2050 hrs.
• MF 4610 Cab, 4WD, w/ 796 Loader,  

796 hrs.
• IH 986
• JD A 1948 Model, Restored
• JD 40, Restored (Really Nice)
• AC WD, Restored & 2 Bottom Plow
• Volvo BM L50B Loader, 4WD
• Silage Equipment
• NH FX50 Chopper 2166 Cutter hrs. and 

3230 Engine hrs. (Super Nice Machine)
• Clais Header, 6 Row
• NH 342 Windrow Header, 10’

Trucks & Trailer
• 2001 Mack w/5000 gal. Liquid Manure 

Tank, Automatic, 380,000 Miles  
(Really Nice)

• Autocar, 10-Wheel Drive, Automatic, 
Continental Motor, w/3200 gal. Liquid 
Manure Tank, Front Winch

• 1987 Volvo Dump Truck, Silage/ Grain 
Bed, 651,800 Miles, Cummins Motor 

•  1999 IH 4900 Dump Truck. Silage/
Grain Bed, 264,000 Miles, DT   
466 Engine

• 1999 IH 4700 Dump Truck, Silage/
Grain Bed, 280,000 Miles, DT   
466 Engine

• 1986 Ford 600 Dump Truck Silage/
Grain Bed 370 Motor

• 2000 Dodge 2500, 4WD, Diesel,  
6 Speed, 244,000 Miles

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT TRADITIONAUCTIONS.COM

• 1996 Dodge 2500, 4WD, V8 Magnum, 
160,000 Miles

• IH S1900 Dump Truck, 10’ Bed  
(Does Not Run)

• Demumbreum 24’, 3 Axle Flatbed 
Gooseneck w/ Deck

• Demumbreum Cattle Trailer, 20 X 6
• 2 Horse Gooseneck w/ Dressing Room, 

16’

 , 2017 • 10:00 a.m.
WY. 99    •    CHAPEL HILL, TN

 FARM DISPERSAL

Hay & Field Equipment
• Agco/Hesston 7115 Inline Square Baler 

(Extra Nice)
• JD 936 MoCo Discbine 12’ Impeller 

(Nice Machine, Needs Gear Box)
• JD 702 Rake, 10 Wheel
• Bush Hog Brand Cutter, 15’ Fold
• Bush Hog 3210 Cutter, 10’ 
• JD 7200 Max Merge2 Conservation  

Planter, 6 Row 
• Taylor-Way 650 Off set Bog, 10’
• JD 235 Single Fold Disc, 18’
• JD 1600 Chisel Plow 10 Shank
• JD 346 3 Bottom Plow
• JD B Grain Drill, 14 hole  

w/ Little Seed Box
• IH 133 Cultivator, 4 row
• Chisel Plow, 13 Shank
• Cultipacker
• Speeco Quick Attach
• 3 Poly Tanks, 1550 gal.

Feeding & Cattle Equipment
• Feeding & Cattle Equipment
• Triolet 2-1200 Mix Wagon
• Supreme Mix Wagon Model 500
• Haybuster 2650 Bale Processor  

1000 PTO
• Arts-Way Grinder Mixer Model 500  

w/Hyd. Augers and Scales
• Papec Hammer Mill
• Westfi eld Grain Auger, 8” Electric  

5 HP or PTO Driven, 41’ 
• S&H Feed Wagon, 20’
• 16 J Concrete Feed Troughs
• 5 Concrete Feed Troughs, 8’
• 20 Prefert Cattle Panels Mid-Grade
• WW Catch Chute w/ Palpation Cage (New)
• Cattle Loading Chute (Wooden, Great Shape)
• Hyd. Hoof Trimming Table

Dairy Equipment 
& Related Equipment
• Windpower Generator, 45 KW
• Double 10 Weaver Herringbone Stalls  

w/ Adjustable Index Rails   
(Like New Used Less Th an 8 Months)

• 20 Westfalia Milk Units
• 20 Westfalia Omni Take-Off s
• Westfalia Pulsators
• 3” Low Line w/ Universal Receiver and 

Delaval Milk Pump
• 2 E-Zee Milk Vacuum Pump 10 H.P. 

Motors (Same Vacuum Pumps as  
Sutor-Buit Pump)

• Guardian Supreme Bou-matic Washer 
(New)

• 20 Waikato Milk Meters
• Rinnai Tankless Hot Water Heater, 

Natural Gas
• Dayton Hot Water Heater, Natural Gas
• Pressure Washer, ½ HP
• Houle Pit Pump 4”, 10 HP
• GEA PTO Drive Pit Pump
• 2 Skid Steer Mount Rubber Tires 

Scrappers, 7 ft .
• 28 Sections Ginway Head Locks,  

5 Locks X 10’
• 6 Sections Head Locks, 6 Locks X 12’
• 4 Big Ass Fans, 24’
• 3 Big Ass Fans, 12’
• 3 Shaff er Fans, 36”
• 21 Shaff er Fans, 24”
• 14 Calf-Tel Calf Hutches
• 8 Polysquare Calf Hutches
• 8 Unknown Brand Calf Hutches
• 2 Portable Calf Trailers w/ 11 Elevated 

Stalls Each (Really Nice)
• 11 Elevated Calf Stalls

Contact Bob Morton
931-842-1234

TERMS: Cash or Good Check. Drivers license required to obtain a bidder number.
AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: Aft er many years of dairy farming the Whites have decided to retire. Th e dairy cows were sold in 2015 and now the equipment sells. 

Th e dairy equipment is in excellent shape. Th e farm equipment is very well maintained. If there is any know problems with anything we will pass it along
Contact Tony White 931-619-7626

DIRECTIONS: From I-65 Exit 46: Go East on Hwy 99 4 miles, turn right on Hwy 431 South, go 0.8 miles, turn left  on Hwy 99 East, go 6 miles, turn left  on 
Harber Rd., Go 1.7 miles to old Hwy 99, turn left . farm is 0.3 miles on the right.

From Hwy 31A and 99 West: Go West on Hwy 99 1.2 miles, turn right on Harber Rd., go 1.7 miles to old Hwy 99, turn left . Farm is 0.3 mile on right.

AUCTIONEERS:
Lynn Lee
Joe McKee
David Myrick
Robert Smith
APPRENTICE: 
Bob  Morton

OVERLAND HILL FARM DISPERSAL
Saturday, March 4th, 2017 • 10:00 A.M.

TONY WHITE • 1914 OLD HWY. 99 • CHAPEL HILL, TN 

Kentucky Press News Service

To help guard against the grow-
ing threat of  tax fraud and identity
theft, the Kentucky Department of
Revenue has taken additional steps
that enhance the safety and security
of  processing taxpayers’ individual
income tax returns, including an
Identity Confirmation Quiz.

Beginning Friday, some taxpayers

will receive letters from the depart-
ment asking the taxpayer to take a
short online Identity Confirmation
Quiz before their tax refund is fully
processed. The letter will give
specifics as to what the taxpayer
must do to take the quiz, according
to a state news release.

The identity confirmation quiz
will be available for 30 days from the
date of  the letter at

revenue.ky.gov/quiz. Once a tax-
payer successfully completes the
quiz, the department will continue
processing their return. If  the tax-
payer fails the quiz twice or does not
take the quiz, the department will
require additional documentation
such as the hard copies of  W2s or
1099s.

The taxpayer should not ignore
this letter, the news release said. The

sooner the quiz is taken and passed,
the quicker the Kentucky Depart-
ment of  Revenue can continue pro-
cessing the return. 

The Identity Confirmation Quiz
can be taken online anytime at rev-
enue.ky.gov/quiz or by telephone at
(502) 892-3399, during regular work
hours (Monday – Friday 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. ET) with an authorized repre-
sentative to help with the process. 

Ky. Dept. of  Revenue taking extra measures to protect safety of  taxpayer information
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by Dakota Stigall
Indiana Newspaper Feature Writer

Thanks to a very generous dona-
tion from Superior-Ag, the year old
Hope Garden at the Jasper Memorial
Hospital has a new addition. There
were ten hydroponic towers donated
to the garden, as well as various
other equipment to sustain a year
round growing operation. Various
plants will be planted in the towers,
but the goal is to grow fresh vegeta-
bles year round rather than just part
of  the year.

Growing plants with hydroponics
is still a fairly new process, but is
proven to have amazing results if
done properly. Hydroponics put sim-
ply is the art of  growing plants with-
out soil, instead using only water
and a regimen of  nutrients and min-
erals specific to each plant. Hydro-
ponics works so well because the
main thing a plant needs to thrive is
water. Replacing dirt with water is a
revolutionary idea that maintains a
perfectly balanced growing medium,
as well as a continuous and stable
PH. 

What this means for the Jasper
area is that ‘food-insecure’ families
will have access to healthy and or-
ganic produce. With the additional
towers, a large variety of  fruits and
vegetables will now be added to the
ever expanding list of  produce
grown by the Memorial Hospital.
Last year alone, on only two acres,
3,000 pounds a fresh organic food
was grown. That is enough food to
feed well over 1,500 people. 

By implementing gardener tricks
and trends to the hope garden, there
will be even more produce this year
than last. The Memorial Hospital is
doing great things for its community,
and is continuously bringing people
together for the betterment of  the
local atmosphere. 

Anyone interested in volunteering
to grow this amazing program is
asked to call 812-996-8428 for infor-
mation regarding both the outdoor
and indoor gardens. 

Hope Garden
incorporates
hydroponics



Make sure you disconnect all
power and turn off  the gas supply
before proceeding with any post-
season maintenance!

Just because you are done har-
vesting and drying your crop does
not necessarily mean the job is fin-
ished. Before the cold winter
weather sets in is the preferable
time to perform that post-season
cleanup around your grain drying
system. Pay special attention to
your grain dryer. Open all accessi-
ble doors such as outside metering
roll access doors, two-foot bottom
auger cleanout doors and inside
plenum access doors. Completely
clean out all remaining material ei-
ther with pressurized air or a high
pressure sprayer to eliminate for-
eign material from degrading

augers, auger troughs and meter-
ing rolls of  your dryer. After suffi-
ciently cleaning these areas, leave
these access doors open during
the non-drying sea-
son.

TIP: Do not
forget to
close these
access
doors be-
fore next
year's use!

Inspect
power and control
panel boxes for accumu-
lation of  bees wings and insect in-
festation. Utilize your vacuum
system provided with Farm Fans
PGC pneumatic cleaner or carry
the old "shop vac" out to the dryer

site and vacuum these areas. While
you are cleaning, be aware of  any
possible areas that may allow rain,
snow or even birds to get into these

boxes and make any
necessary repairs.

Inspect burner
ignition wires,
flame detec-
tion wires,
and control

and power
panel wiring for

deterioration and
replace if  neces-

sary. Also, take time to in-
spect all wiring connections that
might have loosened during the
drying season and tighten.

Visually inspect bearings to see
if  there is any indication of  one

needing replaced and make a note
to replace ones that are suspicious.
Do the same with any drive belts
and chains and lubricate those
chains for the winter.

Walk around your grain dryer
system with your "Things To Do"
notepad and make reminders of
what needs to be looked at by your
grain handling equipment dealer
and get an appointment with him
early for needed repairs or replace-
ments.

Remember, post-season mainte-
nance helps prevent pre-season re-
placement. An ounce of  prevention
can save you tons of  problems next
year!

Tips brought to you by GSI.
For more info go to www.grain-

systems.com
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PROTECT YOUR PROFITS WITH GSI ON-FARM STORAGE

You work hard all year long to plant, cultivate and 

harvest your best crop - make sure you’re getting 

maximum returns from your yields. On-farm storage 

from GSI gives you the flexibility to market your grain 

when and where the time is right, allowing you to 

capitalize on market carry and basis.
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MARK SEXTON
270-392-0466 

SPENSER SEXTON
270-392-1469

3125 Hickory Flat Gold City Rd.
Franklin, KY 42134

sextonfarms@aol.com
grainequipmentsales@gmail.com

GET READY
FOR 2017

COME SEE 
US AT THE 

NFMS 
FEB. 15-18
GSI BOOTH

CALL NOWFORFARM SHOWDISCOUNTS!

Post-Season Dryer Maintenance

Sonny Perdue served as governor of
Georgia from 2003-2011

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Agriculture
Commissioner Ryan Quarles praised
the selection of  former Georgia Gov.
Sonny Perdue as United States secre-
tary of  agriculture.

“I want to congratulate Gov. Per-
due on his selection as the U.S. Sec-
retary of  Agriculture,”
Commissioner Quarles said. “Gov.
Perdue brings a lifetime of  agricul-
ture and management experience to
this post. I know I join many of  Ken-
tucky’s agricultural leaders in prais-
ing President-elect Trump for
selecting such an accomplished man
in Gov. Perdue. I look forward to
working with Gov. Perdue and his
staff  to continue the Kentucky De-
partment of  Agriculture’s strong re-
lationship with the USDA in order to
advance the prosperity of  farmers
and all of  rural America.”

Perdue, 70, is a businessman, vet-
erinarian, and former Georgia state
senator who served as governor of
Georgia from 2003-2011.

Quarles praises
U.S. ag secretary pick
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Black Commercial Spring Pairs
efPolled Her foord Replacements

The Indiana Bureau of  Motor
Vehicles (BMV) and Indiana State
Department of  Agriculture
(ISDA) are pleased to announce
new seasonal options available
for the Restricted Class B Com-
mercial Driver’s License (CDL),
which will provide greater flexi-
bility for producers and agricul-
tural retailers. The new policy
will take effect on Feb. 1, 2017.

“During the planting and har-
vest seasons, those in agriculture
have enough to worry about with-
out making it tougher for them to
get the proper CDL,” said BMV
Commissioner Kent Abernathy.
“This new policy gives them
more flexibility.”

Prior to this policy change,
those in agricultural transport
could only haul seasonal loads
during predesignated periods of
time. During planting season in
particular, this put some produc-
ers and agricultural retailers at a
disadvantage who, regardless of
climate or their specific opera-
tions, were unable to haul loads
before April 2.

Under this new policy, drivers
will be able to custom tailor their
Restricted Class B CDL license to
their own needs and will no

longer be restricted to predesig-
nated periods of  time.

“Many unknown variables af-
fect planting and harvest seasons,
and producers and agribusi-
nesses know best what works for
them,” said Ted McKinney, ISDA
Director. “By providing greater
flexibility, this is a major victory
for Indiana’s agricultural com-
munity. I commend BMV on their
work and for being such a great
partner on this issue.”

The Restricted Class B CDL
still has to be renewed every four
years, and the seasonal periods
can be changed at time of  re-
newal. Such a license allows oper-
ation of  Class B and Class C
vehicles only. Holders may not
carry hazardous material loads
that require a placard except for;

• Diesel fuel in quantities of
1,000 gallons or less

• Liquid fertilizers in vehicles
or implements of  animal hus-
bandry with total capacities of
3,000gallons or less

• Solid fertilizers that are not
transported with any organic
substance

Visit www.myBMV.com for
more information on the new Re-
stricted Class B CDL.

Improved Restricted Class B CDL
policy provides greater flexibility

for agricultural retailers

270-978-0303 or 270-293-2113
www.m-mirrigation.com
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by Teresa Pearson

Weeds can reduce farm and forest produc-
tivity, they invade crops, smother pastures
and in some cases can harm livestock. They
aggressively compete for water, nutrients
and sunlight, resulting in reduced crop yield
and poor crop quality. For example, prickle
weeds  such as Prickly Sida, Common Cockle-
bur and Thistle can invade vast areas of
grazing land preventing productive use of
that land.

Weeds can contaminate farm produce, 
for example:

• Burrs in wool contaminate fleeces
• Larkspur contains various alkaloid com-

pounds especially toxic to cattle
• Animals that eat specific weeds, such as

wild garlic, produce tainted milk and meat
• Spines on fruit of  weeds can damage the

feet of  stock animals
• Chokecherry leaves will kill a sheep in 30

minutes.
• Hemlock can be lethal to both stock and

people.
• Weeds can also affect the operation of

farm machinery.
Farmers typically spend a large amount of

time and money managing weeds. Despite
control efforts, a recent survey of  issues fac-
ing the agriculture industry found that
weeds were the most commonly reported nat-
ural resource management issue affecting
landowners. Weed-related issues affected
73% of  agricultural establishments. This
compares to 46% of  farmers reporting soil
and land issues and 38% reporting water is-
sues.

The impact of  weeds on human health
Weeds can also cause human health prob-

lems. Many common weeds such as Parthe-
nium Weed, Ragweed, Rye Grass and Privet
cause asthma and other respiratory prob-
lems, especially in children. Some weeds can
also cause skin irritation and some are poi-
sonous.

Some water weeds such as Water Hyacinth
and Water Hemlock can affect the quality of
our drinking water if  infestations are not
managed within water supply dams.

There are no common characteristics of  a
poison or harmful weed that would help dis-
tinguish them. But as a general rule, plants
with a bitter taste, unusual smell, milky sap
or red berries may be poisonous with some
plants having poisonous roots and bulbs.
Source: USDA and Ky. Dept. of Agriculture

The impact of
weeds on agriculture
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by Joseph S. Pete
The Times

FAIR OAKS, Ind. (AP) _ Fair Oaks
Farms, the ``agricultural Disney''
that's already is one of  the largest
tourist attractions in Northwest In-
diana, plans to add major new at-
tractions over the next few years.

The working agritourism destina-
tion in Fair Oaks has plans for new
chicken and beef  cattle adventures
that would give visitors a close-up
look at modern farming operations,
said Fair Oaks Farms Chief  Execu-
tive Officer Gary Corbett. The multi-
million dollar projects would be
similar in scale to Fair Oaks Farms'
existing dairy, pig and crop adven-
tures, which help the farm on Inter-
state 65 pull in more than 600,000
visitors a year.

DeMotte-based Belstra Milling in-
vested $3 million in the pig adven-
ture that opened in 2013, while
WinField pumped $12 million into
the Crop Adventure exhibit that de-
buted last year. Corbett said it was
too early to estimate how much
would be invested in the new attrac-
tions, but that they would be compa-
rable in scale to existing ones.

A new chicken adventure for in-
stance would house 500,000 to 700,000
chickens that visitors could see up
close, behind plexiglass walls. The
beef  cattle adventure would have an
estimated 50,000 steers.

Fair Oaks also is building a new
hotel, growing a you-pick-them apple
orchard and renovating its signature
Dairy Adventure, the first exhibit
the sprawling farm straddling the
border of  Jasper and Newton coun-
ties had when it opened its doors to
the public in 2004.

Well-positioned on a major high-
way, Fair Oaks draws visitors who
might not otherwise visit Northern
Indiana, including kids who attend
an annual Future Farmers of  Amer-
ica convention in Indianapolis.

Fair Oaks Farms aims to eventu-
ally have more than a million visi-
tors a year. The farm plans to break
ground this summer on a new hotel
that would cost between $8 million
and $12 million, and have between
100 and 110 rooms.

Agritourism destination adds
chicken, beef adventures
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Andy Bishop • Bardstown, KY
502.275.6177 • andy.bishop@cgb.com

Josh Dickson • Glasgow, KY
270.670.4515 • josh.dickson@cgb.com

Mike Eubanks • Madisonville, KY
270.836.7790 • mike.eubanks@cgb.com

www.cgb-afs.com

Fourth quarter results of  the latest
Kentucky Farm Bureau Marketbas-
ket Survey indicated a slight de-
crease in surveyed food prices and
marked declines in three of  the four
quarters of  2016. With the exception
of  last year’s second quarter, price
declines indicated by the survey have
been realized over the last two years.

These prices, which represent the
average total cost of  40 basic grocery
items included in the survey, de-
clined by .87 percent or $1.02. The
total cost of  the 40 items was $117.49.
During this same period last year, the
total price for these same items stood
at $119.43.

The largest decline, percentage
wise, came by way of  the grains cate-
gory which dropped by 5.52 percent;
followed by fruits and vegetables,
which declined by 4.89 percent; poul-
try, which dropped by 3.02 percent;
and dairy, which saw prices fall by
2.14 percent.  

Beef  products increased slightly
by .45 percent while pork prices in-
creased by 6.41 percent, the largest
percentage change in all of  the food
categories.

The fall in prices mirrors what is
happening nationally to food prices,
although most of  the declines are rel-
atively small.

According to the latest informa-
tion from the Bureau of  Labor Statis-
tics, the Consumer Price Index noted,
“The food at home index declined 2.2
percent over the past year, (un-
changed from last month’s figures)
with all six of  the major grocery

store food group indexes falling. The
index for meats, poultry, fish, and
eggs posted the largest decline over
the span, decreasing 6.0 percent.”  

Marketbasket Survey specifics:
The price on a five pound package

of  corn meal declined by $.27; a 20 oz.
loaf  of  white bread fell by $.15; a 10
pound bag of  potatoes decreased by
$.78; a dozen large eggs dropped by
$.21; and a one pound unit of  butter
dropped by $.41.

A two-pound package of  rolled
sausage increased by $1.13; one
pound of  pork spare ribs increased
by $.37; and rib eye steak increased
by $.98 per one pound unit.

Agricultural Economics in Food
Prices:

Whether or not U.S. grocery prices
fluctuate from one quarterly survey
to the next, Kentuckians and all
Americans continue to enjoy some of
the lowest food prices in the world.
Shoppers in the U.S. spend only
about 10 percent of  their disposable
income on food each year. Those
costs remain far lower than any
other country in the world thanks to
many of  the agricultural efficiencies
utilized in America. Today the aver-
age U.S. farmer produces enough
food and fiber to provide for about
155 people – a significant jump from
an average of  19 people per farmer
back in 1940.

According to the USDA’s Food Dol-
lar Series, a farmer earns less than
16 cents per dollar spent on food,
down significantly from the 31 cents
earned in 1980.

Retail food prices in Kentucky decrease
slightly during 4th Quarter of  2016
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Positively charged!

LEARN MORE AT www.admani.com/AMPT
ADM Animal Nutrition™, Quincy, IL  •  866-666-7626  •  AN_BeefHelp@adm.com

AMPT™ is revolutionizing beef cattle mineral nutrition as we know it.
Advanced research and new technologies have led to the
development of greatly improved mineral sources. Never before
has a mineral company combined these technologies into one
package. AMPT precisely targets optimum nutrient levels, comple-
menting forage, to deliver the best performance — nothing more, 
nothing less. That’s the revolution of precision supplementation.

Introducing:
Patrick Davis
270-535-2247

Sales Rep. for Kentucky
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LEXINGTON - The life and legacy of
one of  America’s original sporting
heroes, the legendary Man o’ War,
will be the highlight of  a year-long
celebration at the Kentucky Horse
Park beginning on March 29, his
birthday.

“Man o’ War is a true American
icon, born in Kentucky before going
on to capture the country’s imagina-
tion by winning 20 of  21 races,
smashing records and setting the
bar that all other Thoroughbreds are
measured by,” said Kentucky Horse
Park Executive Director Laura Pre-
witt. “We are excited to announce
not only an amazing exhibit, but
also numerous events that will be
held here at his final resting place,
the Kentucky Horse Park, and
throughout central Kentucky.”

Entitled Man o’ War: The Mostest
Horse That Ever Was, the exhibit
will open on March 29, coinciden-
tally Man o’ War’s birthday, at the
Kentucky Horse Park and will con-
tain never before seen artifacts of
his illustrious career as a racehorse,
a sire, and from his life in the Blue-
grass as one of  the state’s most well-
known and visited residents. “We
took the name of  the exhibit from
Will Harbut, the man who took care
of  him most of  his life here in Ken-
tucky,” said International Museum

of  the Horse Director, Bill Cooke.
“There are so many pieces of  his-
tory with the Man o’ War exhibit
that racing fans will be thrilled to
see.”

The entire list of  Man o’ War
events will be announced on March
29, but Prewitt previewed some of
what can be expected. “There will be
a number of  events beginning with
his birthday, a legacy mural of  Man
o’ War that will be painted in down-
town Lexington, special Man o’ War-
themed horse farm tours will be
offered and much more that will in-
volve fans of  all ages.”

Thriving in the golden age of
American sport, Man o’ War domi-
nated sports headlines, often over-
shadowing legends such as Babe
Ruth, Jack Dempsey and Bobby
Jones. His dominance of  the sport
was followed by a successful career
at stud in Kentucky, siring Triple
Crown winners and numerous other
champions. His power as a sire can
be traced down today to the most re-
cent Triple Crown winner, the great
American Pharoah.

“The story of  Man o’ War is truly
a remarkable one,” said Prewitt.
“Our goal is to celebrate his life and
equally encourage visitors to experi-
ence all that the Kentucky Horse
Park has to offer.”

Kentucky Horse Park organizes 
100th Anniversary Celebration for

Man o’ War



FRANKFORT, Ky. — Events aimed at
educating beekeepers of  all experi-
ence levels are scheduled through
May 2017.

“Beekeeping has a proud heritage
in Kentucky, but it also has a promis-
ing future for honey production and
pollination,” Agriculture Commis-
sioner Ryan Quarles said. “Whether
you are a veteran beekeeper or just
getting started, I hope you will take
advantage of  these opportunities to

find out more about this fascinating
and growing industry.”

Schedule is as follows:
Discovery Trek: Introduction to

Beekeeping, Feb. 25, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
EST, Shaker Village of  Pleasant Hill,
Harrodsburg

Northeastern Bee School, Feb. 25,
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. EST, registration
opens at 7:30 a.m., Maysville Commu-
nity and Technical College

Small Farm and Garden Confer-

ence, Feb. 25, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. EST,
Franks Building, Ashland

Northern Kentucky Beekeepers
Association Beginner Bee School,
Feb. 25, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. EST, Boone
County Enrichment Center, Burling-
ton

Audubon Beekeepers Bee School,
March 4, Henderson County Coopera-
tive Extension Expo Center, Hender-
son

Bluegrass Beekeepers School,
March 11, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m., EST, regis-
tration opens at 8 a.m., Kentucky
State University, Frankfort

Kentucky State Beekeepers Associ-
ation Spring Meet, March 18, Franks
Building, Ashland

Queen Production Workshop, April
7-8, Pulaski County Cooperative Ex-
tension Service Office, Somerset

Field workshop, April 12-15, 9 a.m.-
5 p.m. CDT, Kent Williams Apiary,
Wingo

Kentucky State University Queen
Production Workshop, May 19-20,
Jenny Wiley State Park, Prestons-
burg.

kyagr.com/statevet/honeybees.html.
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Kentucky beekeeping schools set for 2017
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NFMS FACTORY DIRECT SUPER SALE!
30'x72' Single White Rope Tie $3,995 $3,499

38'x100' Truss Pipe & Ratchet $10,900 $9,900
42'x100' Truss Pipe & Ratchet $12,250 $11,250
50'x100' Truss Pipe & Ratchet $17,250 $16,250

Replacement Tarps 75¢ 65¢ per sq./ft.

Hoop Structures With Unlimited Uses
• Hogs, cattle, equipment, grain, hay

…you name it.
• 30, 38, 42, 50 & 65 wide x any length
• 12.5 ounce fabric–15 year warranty
• Lease finance options
• Setup crews

• Replacement tarps for any brand
• Door & end wall options

(877) 547-4738
Head Office    Toll Free

SilverStreamShelters.com

Silver Stream Shelters 
has been in the hoop 

manufacturing business 
for 20 years.

See us at:National Farm Machinery Show, Feb. 15th-18thSouth Wing, Booth #7055

SILVER STREAM SHELTERS TRUSS
30'x70' Double Arch • With Steel Pipe & Ratchet

Reg. Price $8,200
Twice the strength of any single 

30x70 Truss P/R 15 Year (Real) Warranty for 

$4,995  – YUP – NOT A MISPRINT!  
Factory Authorized Dealer:

Derick Woods, Sadieville, KY (859) 588-5416

NFMS’ BEST VALUE!

SEE US AT THE NFMS TO GET THESE ONCE IN A LIFETIME PRICES!

SHELTERS WILL SELL EARLY! CALL TO BOOK IF YOU CAN'T MAKE IT TO THE SHOW!
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by Mary Clare Jalonick
Associated Press

Organic meat and egg producers will have to
abide by stricter animal welfare standards
under a new rule announced Wednesday by the
Agriculture Department.

The rule is a victory for animal rights groups
two days before President Barack Obama leaves
office. The regulations will ensure that organi-
cally grown livestock have enough space to lie
down, turn around, stand up and fully stretch
their limbs. Poultry will have enough room to
move freely and spread their wings. Beaks can't
be removed and cattle tails can't be cut. Living
conditions will have to include fresh air, proper
ventilation and direct sunlight.

The regulations were first proposed last year.
Elanor Starmer, administrator of  USDA's Agri-
cultural Marketing Service, says the rules are
designed to help organic producers meet con-
sumer expectations and ensure the integrity of
the USDA organic seal as the industry has
grown rapidly.

"It ensures that everyone competes on a level
field and plays by the same rules," Starmer
said.

Farm-state lawmakers and some farm
groups remain opposed to the rules, which they
said could raise food prices and force some
farmers out of  business. Sen. Pat Roberts, R-
Kan., chairman of  the Agriculture Committee,
said he'd work with Donald Trump's adminis-
tration after he is inaugurated Friday to try
and reverse them. Trump has yet to name an
agriculture secretary.

"With less than 48 hours left in power, this
administration has overstepped its bounds
with this damaging rule," Roberts said.

The rules won't go into effect until 2018, and
some of  the changes aren't required for several
years. That could give the next administration
time to make changes.

The retail market for organic food products
is valued at almost $40 billion in the United
States. USDA said last year that the number of
certified organic operations in the United
States increased by almost 12 percent between
2014 and 2015, the highest growth rate since
2008 and an increase of  nearly 300 percent since
the department began counting operations in
2002.

continued on page 53

USDA announces
stricter animal welfare

rules for eggs, meat
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by David Pitt
Associated Press

An insatiable demand for bacon
depleted frozen pork belly supplies
in the U.S. to a record low level for
December, but the pork industry is
confident it can keep up with de-
mand and avoid any serious short-
ages.

Bottom line: A pound of  bacon
may cost a little more as winter
wears on, but prices should stabilize
by summer.

The U.S. Department of  Agricul-
ture reported last week that pork
bellies in cold storage fell to 17.7
million pounds last month, the low-
est December inventory since
records began in 1957. In compari-
son, more than 52.3 million pounds
of  pork bellies — the cut of  the hog
from which bacon is derived — re-
mained in storage in December 2015.

"Veterans of  the industry say

clearly this is record-breaking
stuff," said Russell Barton, a market
reporter for protein analyst firm
Urner Barry. "December is the low-
est on record. They really haven't
ever seen a situation like this be-
fore."

Pork bellies are usually stock-
piled in freezers at the end of  the
year and the first few months of  the
next year to get through the summer
peak months when bacon consump-
tion is highest, Barton said. This
season, bacon demand was high
enough that fresh pork bellies were
used as quickly as they were pro-
duced, leaving significantly less
meat to store.

Prices at the wholesale level al-
ready are showing an increase.
Tuesday's pork belly prices were at
$1.71 a pound, about 37 percent
higher than this time last year, Bar-
ton said. Retail bacon prices haven't
jumped significantly but could

climb as the industry works to catch
up.

"What this says is there was excel-
lent product movement in the fourth
quarter of  2016," said Steve Meyer, a
pork industry economist for Express
Markets Inc., which tracks industry
trends for retailers and foodservice
companies.

Meyer isn't concerned about the
short-term stockpile shortage be-
cause he expects pork production to
increase about 3 percent this year.

The popularity of  bacon has in-
creased as the pork industry has fig-
ured out new ways to sell the
product. To keep pace with in-

creased pork demand, the industry
is building at least four new process-
ing plants in Iowa, Minnesota, Mis-
souri and Michigan in the next few
years.

The variety of  bacon treats has
soared in recent years to include
delicacies such as jalapeno bacon,
bacon apple pie, doughnuts with
bacon and chocolate chocolate-cov-
ered slices, said Brooks Reynolds,
an Iowa commercial insurance
agent who created the Blue Ribbon
Bacon Festival, which attracts more
than 10,000 bacon enthusiasts to Des
Moines on Feb. 18.

"People will pay what it costs to
buy bacon because they love it," he
said.

Demand also has increased as
bacon has become an ingredient in
menu options at restaurants includ-
ing Subway and Bruegger's Bagels,
and as McDonald's started selling
breakfast all day.

Pork industry says not to worry about a bacon shortage

"Veterans of the industry 
say clearly this is 

record-breaking stuff," 
~ Russell Barton



CFIEQUIPMENT.NET

CFI
EQUIPMENT INC.

10950 US Hwy. 62 • Possum Trot, KY

MON-FRI 8-5 PM
SAT 8-NOON

270.898.2377
jlovett@mchsi.com

TOP SPECIALS AT CFI

Kubota L3710HST, 4x4, Loader, 
560 Hrs., Woods Backhoe & Set Of  
Pallet Forks Included . . . . . $22,500

2007 Kubota B3030HSDC, Cab, 
A/C, 4x4, Ldr., 30 HP, Hydro Trans., 
72" Belly Mower, 870 Hrs. . $19,500

2016 Kubota L4701HST, 40 Hrs., 
Ldr., QA Bkt., 4x4, Warr. . . $25,500

JD 2240 w/NEW Woods Loader, 
2-WD, 50 HP, 2,500 Hrs.  . . . .$9,800

2006 NH TC30, 30 HP, 4x4, Ldr., 
750 Hrs., Nice. . . . . . . . . . . $12,500

2015 Kubota B2650HSD, 4x4, Ldr., 
60" Belly Mower, 45 Hrs. . . $18,900

2014 Kubota M7040HDC, 480 Hrs., 
4x4, Ldr., QA Bkt. . . . . . . . . $37,500

JD 6405 w/640 Ldr., MFWD, 
Canopy   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$23,500

Kubota B7800 w/LA402 Loader, 
4x4, ROPS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Call

Kubota M9000, MFD, C/H/A,  
1,577 Hrs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$34,000

JD 4010, 2-WD, Open . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,500
Ford 5000, 1-Owner, 70 HP, Nice, Good Tires, Ready To Work . . . . $7,000
Ford 5610 II, 3,300 Hrs., New Paint, 70 HP, Nice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13,000
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Old Fashioned
Kentucky Bourbon is the king of  whiskey,

and the Old Fashioned is the king of  bourbon
cocktails. 

Old Fashioned can be made this way:
2 oz Any aged spirit*
.5 oz Simple Syrup**
2 dashes Bitters
Orange or Lemon
Chill a mixing glass and an Old Fashioned

glass.
Fill the mixing glass with ice.
Add simple syrup, bitters, and Kentucky

bourbon to the mixing glass.
Stir.
Add one very large, fresh ice cube or sev-

eral smaller fresh cubes to the chilled Old
Fashioned glass. Strain the cocktail into the
glass, over the fresh ice.

Garnish with a twist of  citrus—lemon or orange, depending on your pref-
erence.

Hot Toddy
Cure for anything that ails you.
Hot Toddy can be made this way:

2 tablespoons honey
1 cup hot water
6 tablespoons Kentucky Bourbon
2  lemon wedges
2 cinnamon sticks
Stir honey and water in a cup until honey dissolves. Add bourbon. Divide

between 2 Toddy glasses. Twist lemon in each drink, then add to glass. Stir
each with a cinnamon stick and serve.

Mint Julip
The signature cocktail of  Churchill

Downs since 1938, it's estimated that
more than 120,000 juleps are served over
the course of  the weekend.

Mint Julip can be made this way:
Add sugar and water (or simple

syrup) to a glass or julep cup.
Add mint and lightly muddle, being

sure to swab the sides of  the glass with
mint.

Fill glass half  full with crushed ice.
Add Kentucky Bourbon and stir. Add

more crushed ice and stir again, until
the glass frosts up.

Garnish with a bouquet of  fresh mint.

Drink recipes made with
fine Kentucky Bourbon
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PUBLIC AUCTION 
21st Annual Spring 2017 Farm 

Equipment Consignment Auction 
SATURDAY MARCH 4th, @ 9 AM 

 At the Warrick County 4-H Center in Boonville. IN.  
One mile East of Boonville, In. on Hwy 62. 

COMBINES, TRACTORS, VEHICLES, FARM & INDUSTRIAL 
EQUIPMENT  

DAS will take consignments from Saturday Feb. 25th through Thursday March 2nd from 7 AM till 5 PM.   
NO CONSIGNMENTS TAKEN ON FRIDAY MARCH 3rd AND OR ON AUCTION 
DAY!!   There will be 3 or 4 auctioneers going at one time so bring a friend! For more information please call 
or look on our website at www.dimmettauctionservice.com.   

& Realty 
www.dimmettauctionservice.com 

Robert E. 
Dimmett 

Owner/Auctioneer 

Lic # AU09200240

(812) 897-1747

1444 White Road

Boonville, IN 47601 

Kentucky Bourbon Barrel 
Blackberry Porter is first of several 
new releases planned for 2017

LEXINGTON, Ky. – Over the past two
months, a new brew has been quietly
aging in the barrel room at Alltech
Lexington Brewing & Distilling Co.
Utilizing the official state fruit of
Kentucky, Kentucky Bourbon Barrel
Blackberry Porter is the newest ad-
dition to the Barrel-Aged Seasonal
Series. The imperial porter makes
use of  two Kentucky products: black-
berries and bourbon barrels. 

Designated the official fruit of
Kentucky in 2004, blackberries are a

local treasure that can be found in
the wild throughout the state. Com-
bine them with a few of  the 5.6 mil-
lion bourbon barrels currently
resting in Kentucky and you get a
brew that has earned its name. 

According to Alltech Lexington
Brewing & Distilling Co., Kentucky
Bourbon Barrel Blackberry Porter
comes with “bold roasted malt fla-
vors, complemented by a nose of
fresh blackberries.” The barrel-aged
seasonal clocks in at 8.3 percent alco-
hol by volume and is a perfect
warmer for the last few cold days in
spring. 

The new offering is the first of

2017 in an ever-expanding lineup for
Lexington’s oldest brewery. After in-
troducing the Kentucky Rickhouse
Series in late 2016, this blackberry
porter will be followed by more proj-
ects to excite the craft beer commu-
nity. 

“Innovation is key in the craft
beer industry,” said Marty Lamb,
general manager at Alltech Lexing-
ton Brewing & Distilling Co. “Most
of  the fun comes from seeing what
the brewers create and where they
get their inspiration.”

Kentucky Bourbon Barrel Black-
berry Porter will be available in
stores the week of  Feb. 6 in Ken-

tucky and the following
week in outside states. 

Follow the Kentucky
Ale Facebook page or
@KentuckyAle on Twit-
ter for updates as well
as special events and
other product releases. 

For more informa-
tion about Alltech Lex-
ington Brewing &
Distilling Co., visit
www.kentuckyale.com. 

Alltech Lexington Brewing & Distilling Co. introduces
imperial porter made with Kentucky’s state fruit 

Kentucky Bourbon Barrel Blackberry
Porter is available in stores beginning
Feb. 6 in Kentucky and the following
week in outside states.

Sonny Perdue served as governor of
Georgia from 2003-2011

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Agriculture
Commissioner Ryan Quarles praised
the selection of  former Georgia Gov.
Sonny Perdue as United States secre-
tary of  agriculture.

“I want to congratulate Gov. Per-
due on his selection as the U.S. Sec-
retary of  Agriculture,”
Commissioner Quarles said. “Gov.
Perdue brings a lifetime of  agricul-
ture and management experience to
this post. I know I join many of  Ken-
tucky’s agricultural leaders in prais-
ing President-elect Trump for
selecting such an accomplished man
in Gov. Perdue. I look forward to
working with Gov. Perdue and his
staff  to continue the Kentucky De-
partment of  Agriculture’s strong re-
lationship with the USDA in order to
advance the prosperity of  farmers
and all of  rural America.”

Perdue, 70, is a businessman, vet-
erinarian, and former Georgia state
senator who served as governor of
Georgia from 2003-2011.

Quarles praises U.S.
Ag Secretary pick
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20± Residential Building 
Lots in Wood Oaks 

Subdivision
Picayune, MS

Prime Commercial/
Residential Lots

Pass Christian, MS
 

Prime Sevierville 
Commercial Land 

Sevierville, TN 

Industrial Property Auction 
Madisonville, TN

 
3BR-2BA Home

Powell, TN 

2± Acre Residential Lot 
Madisonville, TN 

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR 
INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY AND 

AUCTION DETAILS!

continued from 49

The broadest changes proposed by
USDA would cover indoor and out-
door access for poultry, including
minimum space requirements. Pro-
ducers will have to provide birds
with daily access to the outdoors and
those areas will have to include vege-
tation or soil. Enclosed porches can-
not be considered outdoors.

The Agriculture Department re-
moved language from the proposed
rule that would have required pro-
ducers to provide "suitable enrich-
ment" to entice birds to go outside.
That proposed requirement was
mocked by Republican lawmakers
who opposed the regulations —
Roberts once joked about yoga and
video games for chickens — and drew
concern from food safety advocates
who said more outdoor access may
increase the chances of  salmonella
contamination.

USDA said that requirement was

removed because it conflicted with
Food and Drug Administration rules
to prevent salmonella illnesses.

The National Pork Producers
Council said the regulations could
add complexity to the organic certifi-
cation process, "creating significant
barriers to existing and new organic
producers."

Animal welfare groups cheered the
move. Wayne Pacelle of  The Humane
Society of  the United States said the
lack of  well-defined requirements
has led to inconsistency in how or-
ganic welfare standards were ap-
plied.

"The rule is a game-changer for the
$40 billion organic market whose
consumers often believe that organic
farm animals are raised with strong
animal welfare standards," Pacelle
said.

The Organic Trade Association
said the vast majority of  organic egg
producers already follow the stan-
dards.

• USDA announces stricter animal welfare rules



2012 JD 9460R, S/N RCCP002509, 620/70R46 
Duals, PTO, 5 Remotes, Electric Mirrors, Ag 
Drawbar, Active Seat, Front Weights  . $150,000

Office: 573-203-4010
kevindewitt1@gmail.com
derekdewitt1@gmail.com

2877 E. Malone Ave.
Sikeston, MO 63801$$ - Financing Available - $$

View More Equipment Online • www.kevindewittequipment.com

Lot #4690 - 2010 JD 8295R,  
4,778 Hrs., 480/80R50 Duals, IVT,  
4 Hyds., Act. Seat . . . . . . . . . . $ Call

Lot #4649 - NH T8030, 3,345 Hrs., 
PS Trans., 4 Hyds., 480/80R46 
Duals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ Call

Lot #4700 - 2006 Case IH MX275, 
7,000 Hrs., PS, 4 Hyds., 3 Pt., 
480/80R50 Duals . . . . . . . . . . . $ Call

Lot #4692 - 2008 JD 8330, 7,000 
Hrs., 480/80R50s, PS, Green Star & 
AS Ready  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ Call

2013 JD 9410R, S/N P009526,  
950 Hrs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $180,000

2014 JD 9460R, S/N HEP010974, 
875 Hrs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$202,500

2012 Case IH Steiger 450 HD,  
S/N ZCF129632, 5,271 Hrs.  . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$108,000

2013 JD 9460R, S/N RPDE009517, 
1,611 Hrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $180,000

2005 JD 4720,  
S/N X002441, 90' Booms  . .$72,500

2011 Apache AS1020,  
S/N 9110418, 938 Hrs.  . . . $120,000

2007 Spra-Coupe 4655,  
S/N JNS8A1120, 1,835 Hrs. $45,000

2009 JD 4730, Stk. #4823,  
S/N X004823, 2,176 Hrs. . . . . $ Call

1997 AGCOSTAR 8360A, 20.8R42 
Duals, Cummins N14 Engine $ Call

2015 Claas Lexion 740TT  . . $ Call

2014 Claas Lexion 740TT, S/N 
C6800218, 900 Hrs.  . . . . .$165,000

2010 Case IH 8120, S/N 
YAG208627, 1,757 Hrs.  . . . . $ Call

2010 JD 8320RT, S/N 901973, 
3,961 Hrs.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$107,000

2015 JD 8320R, 335 Hrs. .$229,5002014 JD 8245R, S/N CEP094263, 
6,076 Hrs.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ Call

2013 JD 8335RT, 2,305 Hrs., IVT . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$165,000
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 NEW SERVICES OFFERED
OIL CHANGES, FRONT END ALIGNMENT

& LIGHT MECHANIC WORK ON SMALL AND LARGE TRUCKS

270-856-3422
20 E. Sawyer Rd.
Hickory, KY 42051

Monday - Friday
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

LEXINGTON, Ky. - New and expe-
rienced industrial hemp producers
and interested individuals can get a
broad overview of  hemp production
and the Kentucky hemp industry at
one of  three regional meetings.

A meeting will be Feb. 9 in Shelby
County and will begin at 10 a.m.
local time and end at 4 p.m. at the
University of  Kentucky Cooperative
Extension Service office. This is a
collaboration between the Kentucky
Hemp Industries Association, Ken-
tucky Hemp Research Foundation,
UK Cooperative Extension Service
and the Kentucky Department of
Agriculture.

“The meeting will give producers
and processors good information
about the hemp industry in Ken-
tucky and will get them ready to
grow and process hemp this year,”
said Tom Keene, UK agronomy spe-
cialist.

“Our strategic objective is to posi-
tion the commonwealth’s growers
and processors to ultimately prevail

as national leaders in industrial
hemp production,” Kentucky Agri-
culture Commissioner Ryan Quarles
said. “These regional meetings will
help us achieve that objective. We ap-
preciate the opportunity to work
with our partners to inform the par-
ticipants in the Industrial Hemp Re-
search Pilot Program.”

The KDA Industrial Hemp Re-
search Pilot Program has tripled its
acreage for the upcoming growing
season, bringing the total to 12,800
acres.

Topics on the agenda include
hemp marketing, hemp agronomics,
the KDA’s Industrial Hemp Research
Pilot Program and KDA policies.
Presenters include Keene; Doris
Hamilton, program manager of
KDA’s Industrial Hemp Research
Pilot Program, and representatives
from Kentucky’s hemp industries.

More information is available by
online at hemp.ca.uky.edu/ or by
calling (502) 633-4593 for Shelby
County.

Seminar to provide information
on Kentucky's hemp industry
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VICERVAUCTION SER
UFMAN ufCal Ka fmman, Auctioneer

1264 Richland Rd. Lacon, IL 61540
309-246-6575 or 309-696-9019
Illinois License #440.000363

ARMER CLOSEOUTS WITH NO RESERHAPLEASE NOTE:  WE WILL AVVE SOME F RVVE!

Allis-Chamler 7000 cab and air shows (3800hrs)
Case IH JX1095C 2006yr
New Holland TS110 2000yr

Harvest Equipment
Case 9 shank Chisel Disc
JD 643 head (2) • JD925 Full Finger hd
Unverferth 3750 • 3900 Case IH • JD750

AUGERS
10X62 Mayrath • 10X72 Mayrath
10X62 FarmKing

HAAYY & FORAGE
2615 Bushog • 7430 Landoll
JD 567 • JD Hx15 Batwings (2)

KA

nefnber TAuctione Teerms: This list is subjject to changge due to retail sales.  B foore you travel a longg distance on a certain item, 
oabplease call Richie Lee at 502-693-7650. Purchases must be make byy check or cash on the dayy off sale. Commission 

nnnotes: $0-$2,000-10% Commission $2,000-$10,000-7%. The Maximum Commission on anyy item sellingg is $750. 
art NiDeadline on all consiggnments must be in no later tha Nooon on Thurssdayy March 2nd.



Join us at the National Farm Machinery Show, February 15-18
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FRANKFORT, Ky.  – Lots of  hunters
receive a new rifle over the holidays
or take advantage of  the subsequent
sales to add to their collection.

The impulse is to immediately
dash off  to the shooting range.
Fighting back that urge and instead
taking time to familiarize yourself
with your new rifle is a good first
step toward safe and responsible
ownership.

Because the mechanics and fea-
tures of  rifles can vary by model and
manufacturer, it’s best to approach
this getting-to-know-you phase with-
out any preconceived notions. The
safety mechanisms on three popular
hunting rifles illustrate the some-
times small, but not insignificant,
differences between models.

“The Remington 700 has a two-po-
sition safety lever on the side of  the
action. The Model 70 has a three-po-
sition lever that is attached to the
rear of  the bolt. The Ruger bolt guns
have a tang safety that is behind the
bolt and on the top of  the pistol
grip,” said Bill Balda, hunter educa-
tion supervisor with the Kentucky
Department of  Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources. “These are all good places
to put safeties, but this is an example
of  how manufacturers produce little
differences in their rifles.”

The owner’s manual is a logical
starting point. It will detail the main
parts of  the rifle and offer step-by-
step instructions for safely operating
and maintaining the rifle. If  the
booklet is missing, contact the man-
ufacturer or check the company’s
website for a downloadable copy.

Balda suggests tightening the ac-
tion screws, sling studs, scope mount
and scope rings and giving a newly
acquired rifle a thorough first clean-
ing.

“When you clean it, you should
strip it down to basic components,”
he said. “I would use the manual
when disassembling it for the first
time. I would not take the bolt apart
unless I absolutely had to. You
should not take the firearm out of
the stock unless it’s fallen into a big
puddle or been in a heavy downpour
and you need to get moisture out of
it. Ninety-nine times out of  100 you

do not need to take the rifle out of
the stock.”

At home, practice handling your
unloaded gun. A firm grip with your
shooting hand will help better con-
trol the rifle and makes the trigger
pull feel lighter, Balda said. Work the
action, focusing on a fluid motion.
Dummy rounds can be excellent
training aids. Most common modern
centerfire rifles can be dry-fired
without harming the rifle but check
the manual. Pulling the trigger
should be a smooth, straight-back
motion.

These movements become second
nature through repetition.

“This is a very safe and economi-
cal way to learn the basics of  shoot-
ing a good shot, which are sight
alignment, trigger control and follow
through,” Balda said.

For scoped rifles, boresighting is
an excellent way to get “on paper”
and expedite the sighting-in process
at the range. This can be accom-
plished with the aid of  a laser bore-
sighter. Another method for a bolt
action rifle with a scope starts with
securing the unloaded rifle in a gun
vise and removing the bolt. Place a
dot on the wall or pick out an object
like a light switch. Look through the
receiver end toward the muzzle and
move the gun until you can see your
aiming point through the barrel.
Then, look through the scope and ad-
just until the aiming point is aligned
in the crosshairs.

“This is not a zero,” Balda said.
“But it helps you get closer to a zero
with less ammo.”

When you’re confident with your
knowledge base and are ready to
visit the shooting range, consider in-
vesting in ammunition from a few
different manufacturers that match
your rifle’s caliber. Don’t be shy
about asking the sales associate or a
mentor for recommendations.

If  you plan to utilize a tube range
maintained by Kentucky Fish and
Wildlife, bring along eye and hearing
protection, targets and either tape or
a staple gun to affix targets to the
backdrops down range. Invite an ex-
perienced shooter to join you. Their
feedback can be invaluable.

Balda recommends starting the
sighting-in process at 25 yards and
focusing on technique. Shoot groups
of  three to determine the type of
ammunition that your rifle shoots
best. This is the time to zero-in your
scope.

“When you’re shooting, and you
should use a rest, what’s really im-
portant is that you hold the rifle the
same way,” Balda said. “A lot of  peo-
ple like to just lay the rifle across the
top of  a sandbag and let it recoil
freely. Any change of  pressure in
your shooting hand will change the
recoil pattern.

“The rifle starts to move before
the bullet clears the muzzle. So if
you’re not holding it down the same
way, there’s no guarantee that it will
be in the same place for each shot.
This frustrates a lot of  people. They
have this big group and they say,
‘This rifle doesn’t shoot.’ Maybe it
doesn’t but it probably does. It’s just
a technique problem.”

Be a deliberate and safe shooter
and follow all the guidelines for the
range. Should any mechanical prob-
lems crop up with your new rifle,
call it a day and contact a gunsmith
or the manufacturer.

“Most of  the problems with accu-
racy that people encounter when
sighting-in a rifle are due to tech-
nique,” Balda said. “It’s not that the
barrel doesn’t shoot or the ammo is
bad or the sights weren’t tight. It’s
usually technique. You need to hold
the rifle securely each and every
time. Put your head on the same
place on the stock in order to get the
right sight alignment and pull that
trigger smooth and straight to the
rear.”

Spending time getting to know
your new rifle builds familiarity and
trust. But it’s only part of  becoming
a safe, responsible hunter.

Hunter education courses are of-
fered online and in-person through-
out the state.

Getting to know your new hunting rifle
Kentucky Afield Outdoors:
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The Kentucky Department of
Agriculture (KDA) has come forward
with legislation to help businesses
and individuals who wish to donate
food to organizations that serve hun-
gry Kentuckians.

“These measures would provide
incentives and protections for those
who want to join the fight against
hunger in Kentucky,” Agriculture
Commissioner Ryan Quarles said.
“This is due to the work of  the
Hunger Task Force, which met for
the first time last spring. This is just
the beginning of  our efforts to re-
duce food insecurity in the Common-
wealth.”

One proposal would double the tax
credit for food products donated to
food banks to 20 percent. The current
tax credit is 10 percent and is sched-
uled to expire at the end of  this year.
Quarles also called for the tax credit
to be made permanent. Few Ken-
tucky farmers know about the tax
credit, and even fewer use it. The

state Department of  Revenue re-
ported that only one taxpayer was
approved to claim the credit in its
first two years. Quarles said this
measure would provide a stronger fi-
nancial incentive for farmers to do-
nate surplus foods.

A second proposal would
strengthen the shield against legal li-
ability for food donations beyond
that of  the federal Good Samaritan
Food Donation Act, making Ken-
tucky’s food donor immunity shield
one of  the strongest in the nation.
The measure would provide a
stronger immunity shield for indi-
viduals and businesses, and their
employees, who donate to food
banks; for food banks and their em-
ployees; and for landowners who
allow gleaners to come onto their
land to pick vegetables and fruits for
the hungry.

For more information about the
Hunger Initiative and the Hunger
Task Force, go to kyagr.com/hunger.

KDA proposes legislation
to help feed the hungry

Install your Metal Roof today!!

• Mobile Homes
and Houses

• Siding
•Windows
• Pole Barns

800-983-1477 • 270-705-3035
http://artllc.rfxhosting.com

We specialize in Insulated Metal Roofs!

Advance Remodeling
Technologies LLC



ROEDER AUCTION COMPANY HOLDS FOUR FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTIONS EACH YEAR
– FEBRUARY, APRIL, JULY AND DECEMBER.

If You Are Interested In Buying A Certain Piece Of Equipment Just Let Them Know And They Will Do Their 

Best To Find It For You. If You Are Interested In Having Your Own Farm Equipment Auction On Your Farm, 

They Can Do That As Well.

ONLY FARM RELATED ITEMS WILL BE ACCEPTED.
NO WORN OUT TIRES ACCEPTED

All Truck Titles Must Be Fully Executed Before Final Payment Is Made.

Delbert Roeder
Broker

AHO #4090
(270) 881-2610

Cal Kaufman
Auctioneer

Lic. #NP6114
Brent Schmidgall

Auctioneer1010 Skyline Drive • Hopkinsville, KY 42240

GET YOUR
ITEMS IN 

NOW!

WINTER
FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION
FRIDAY, FEB. 24TH, 2017 • 9:00 A.M. CST

CALL FOR INFORMATION ABOUT 
LIVE ONLINE BIDDING BY PROXIBID.COM

FOR INFORMATION OR TO CONSIGN EQUIPMENT
CALL DELBERT ROEDER (270) 881-2610 OR AMY CHRISTMAS (270) 604-2880

RECEIVING HOURS: Thurs., Feb. 16 & Fri., Feb. 17, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., Feb. 18, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.;
Mon., Feb. 20 - Wed., Feb. 22, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Thurs., Feb. 23, 8 a.m.-Noon

Location: 1010 SKYLINE DRIVE (Former Roeder Implement Lot)
HOPKINSVILLE, KENTUCKY

TRACTORS - COMBINES - CORN HEADS/GRAIN HEADS - HAY & TILLAGE EQUIPMENT
PLANTERS/DRILLS - ROTARY MOWERS - SPRAY EQUIPMENT - INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT

HUNDREDS OF ITEMS SALE DAY

WE BUY AND SELL EQUIPMENT

D E L B E RT R O E D E R

(270) 881-2610
A M Y C H R I S T M A S

(270) 604-2880
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Calf sets new record, sells for $251,000
by Kate Prince
KPI Staff Writer
kpikate@gmail.com

During last month’s International
Dairy Week, a two-month-old calf
sold for $251,000. This price set the
new record for the price paid for ei-
ther a beef  or dairy cow. 

According to a statement given by
Auctioneer Brian Leslie, the calf  was
labeled “the number one animal in
the world” thanks to its genetic
bloodline. DNA showed it as the
number four heifer in the world on
the US index system.

The Holstein was auctioned off  at
the World Wide Sires Evolution Sale
in Australia and was purchased by
Sexing Technologies, an American
genetics company.

The Texas-based company is
known for having elite dairy animals
such as Holsteins, Jerseys and
Brown Swiss. They will be the first to
export an Australian dairy animal to
the United States. 

Sexing Technologies and similar
companies became interested in the
animal after seeing its outstanding
genetic value over a month ago. The
company’s plans are to put the calf
into their female herd and reproduc-
tive work will enable viable embryos
to make more calves. 

The calf ’s original owners, Declan
Patten and Callum Moscript of
Lightning Ridge Genetics were obvi-
ously thrilled with the results. 

The calf, called Lightning Ridge-
CMD Jedi Gig, was made from em-
bryos imported from North America
and did exactly what it’s owners set
out to do -- prove to Australian farm-
ers that there is money in genetics. 

Patten told news sources that Ge-
nomics has turned the industry into
a global industry and said his profits
would be going back into investing in
more genetics. 

The previous record for a beef  or
dairy cow sale was $112,000 and was
set at an Australian auction organ-
ized by Patten back in 2015. 
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by Kentucky Press News Service

FRANKFORT - Kentucky’s alcohol
landscape is changing, and the De-
partment of  Alcoholic Beverage Con-
trol said it's working daily to ensure
that it matches industry growth with
exceptional and efficient customer
service.

ABC is responding to changing in-
dustry and licensing demands by
streamlining procedures and improv-
ing internal operations to better as-
sist applicants and licensees, an ABC
news release said. 

Senate Bill 11, which was signed
into law last year, gives greater au-
tonomy to local territories to hold
“wet”/“dry” elections and develop al-
cohol ordinances. The department
works with localities across the state
to ensure the process is understood
and that economic opportunities are
maximized, the agency said.

“Our agency leadership has
worked hard to streamline processes
and reduce needless redundancies,”

Christine Trout, Commissioner of
the Department of  Alcoholic Bever-
age Control, said in the news release.
“We re-routed our phone tree to more
efficiently handle inquiries and up-
dated the department’s website to im-
prove the user experience. All of
these changes allow our staff  to oper-
ate with a customer-service mindset
so that we can better serve Kentuck-
ians.”

ABC has experienced an increase
in call volume since SB 11 took effect,
fielding approximately 85-105 phone
calls each day. In addition, the depart-
ment reviews and renews licenses for
up to 1,400 sites each month. 

The work volume has not deterred
department leadership from giving
careful consideration to every appli-
cation and inquiry received. Once a
new locality officially becomes “wet,”
ABC assigns a licensing specialist
from the department to assist with
incoming applications. The local gov-
ernment has the authority to write
and approve ordinances, determine

local ABC administrators, and im-
pose license fees as authorized by
law.

ABC also assists new license appli-
cants and encourages each candidate
to simultaneously file the required
paperwork with both local and state
officials to expedite the licensing
process. The department is in the
process of  implementing an online
system for initial license applica-
tions, which will be available in
April. If  a quota license is requested,
applicants must also submit an eco-
nomic impact statement for review
by the Distilled Spirits Administra-
tor. The administrator reviews each
statement and makes informed li-
censing decisions on an individual
basis, considering factors such as lo-
cation, law enforcement, transporta-
tion, public sentiment, and the
overall economic impact on the re-
gion.
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Alcoholic Beverage Control: 
We're responding to industry growth

GSI hosted their bi-annual Dealer Rewards Trip in January, 2017 at Punta Cana,
Dominican Republic. The highlight of the three-day meeting was the Ochre
Awards banquet which celebrated achievements of the GSI dealer network.
Perry Farm Supply was awarded 2015 and 2016 State honors as Tennessee’s
highest-selling dealership. Based upon sales of the entire GSI network, Perry
Farm Supply also earned 2015 and 2016 Silver awards.  Owner Jason Workman
and William Ofenheusel accepted the awards on behalf of Perry Farm Supply.
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WASHINGTON – The U.S. Depart-
ment of  Agriculture's (USDA) Na-
tional Institute of  Food and
Agriculture (NIFA) today announced
$18.9 million in funding for eligible
1890 land-grant colleges and univer-
sities to obtain or improve agricul-
tural and food sciences facilities and
equipment. The 1890 Facilities Grant
Program helps the eligible institu-
tions educate the future workforce in
the food, agricultural and human sci-
ences job sectors.

"This funding signals our ongoing
commitment to create future leaders
and skilled professionals in the field
of  agricultural innovation," said
NIFA Director Sonny Ramaswamy.
"By building adequate facilities we
help 1890 Land-Grant Universities
and Institutions sustain their pro-
grams in agriculture, food and
human sciences."

The 1890 land-grant institutions

were established under the Second
Morrill Act of  1890 to foster higher
education opportunities for African-
Americans and other underrepre-
sented student populations. This
funding opportunity aligns with
NIFA's strategic goal to develop
human capital, communities and a
diverse workforce through research,
education, extension and engage-
ment programs in food and agricul-
tural sciences to support a
sustainable agriculture system.

Eligible applicants include Ala-
bama A&M University, Tuskegee
University, University of  Arkansas-
Pine Bluff, Delaware State Univer-
sity, Florida A&M University, Fort
Valley State University, Kentucky
State University, Southern Univer-
sity, University of  Maryland-Eastern
Shore, Lincoln University, Alcorn
State University, North Carolina
A&T State University, Central State

University, Langston University,
South Carolina State University, Ten-
nessee State University, Prairie View
A&M University, Virginia State Uni-
versity, and West Virginia State Uni-
versity.

The application deadline is
March 21, 2017.

See the request for applications on
the NIFA 1890s Facilities Grants Pro-
gram web page for more informa-
tion.

Previously funded projects include
an outreach and teaching facility for
livestock at Tuskegee University. The
university's Cooperative Extension
division provides services to beef
producers in the Black Belt region, a
southern region that has a high per-
centage of  African-American farm-
ers and ranchers, and the
surrounding counties. The project
also provides outdoor laboratory fa-
cilities for veterinary faculty and

students. Florida A&M University
completed renovations to the Quincy
Teleconference Center to better serve
the needs of  limited-resource audi-
ences in the community by offering
programs that address educational,
economic and health issues.

Since 2009, NIFA has invested in
and advanced innovative and trans-
formative initiatives to solve societal
challenges and ensure the long-term
viability of  agriculture. NIFA's inte-
grated research, education and ex-
tension programs support the best
and brightest scientists and exten-
sion personnel whose work results in
user-inspired, groundbreaking dis-
coveries that combat childhood obe-
sity, improve and sustain rural
economic growth, address water
availability issues, increase food pro-
duction, find new sources of  energy,
mitigate climate variability and en-
sure food safety.

USDA Announces $18.9 Million Available to Support
Agricultural Education at 1890s Land-grant Institutions
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Did you know Sudenga offers three
different types of  finishes on our
bucket elevators? Painted, sheet
metal galvanized and hot-dipped gal-
vanized. When we offer these choices
to the customer we are frequently
asked, “What’s the difference?” Our
response involves a conversation
about what is important to the cus-
tomer.

PAINTED FINISH: 
Painted is often the lowest cost fin-

ish available. Sudenga’s standard
painted color is blue enamel. (Cus-
tom colors, including white, gray, red
and almond are available by request
for a small additional fee.) The Su-
denga paint process utilizes a wet
electrostatic process that washes the
fabricated component, primes, and
then covers the part with two coats of
wet polyurethane paint that then
goes through an oven to bake it all
on. This provides a finish that covers
well and is durable and attractive.
Paint can have a shorter life than gal-
vanized finishes however, so it may
be necessary to repaint a painted fin-
ish leg for cosmetic reasons before it
wears out mechanically.

SHEET METAL GALVANIZED
FINISH: 

A sheet metal galvanized finish on
your bucket elevator is a cost-effec-
tive way to get many of  the benefits
of  a galvanized finish, without the
extra steps of  sending the fabricated
components out to be hot-dip galva-
nized.  Essentially, the elevator leg is
fabricated at the factory out of  pre-
galvanized material.

Inevitably subassemblies need to
be welded together. Things like leg
trunking flanges, or inspection doors
are almost always welded on. In the
case of  sheet metal galvanized fabri-
cation, the welding process burns off
the pre-galvanized finish in the area
of  the weld, which later needs to be
painted over in that area with a zinc
rich paint.  Zinc rich paint coats the
surface of  the weld, but does not
chemically bond to the weld/metal
like a hot-dipped galvanized finish.
This is an area one may see rust in
the long term because this paint,
though rich in zinc, doesn’t weather
as well as the integrated galvanizing. 

To avoid the hassle of  welding,
then touching up galvanized mate-

rial, often manufacturers will choose
to bolt or rivet subassemblies to-
gether as much as possible. This me-
chanical fastener type connection is
relatively quick and easy for the
manufacturer, but is typically con-
sidered lesser quality than a welded
seam when it comes to elevator leg
construction methods. Welding a
seam often seals up a crack in a con-
nection point that would be open in
the case of  a mechanical fastener
connection. Dust can settle into that
mechanically fastened seam, wicking
in moisture that eventually can con-
tribute to corrosion of  the metal at
that point. 

HOT-DIPPED GALVANIZED
FINISH: 

Hot-dipped galvanized finish is
often slightly more expensive than a
sheet metal galvanized finish, but
the tradeoff  is worth considering as
the benefits are numerous. With the
hot-dipped galvanized finish choice,
the components of  the elevator leg
are fabricated and welded, then sent
off  to be dipped in molten zinc.
(Molten zinc makes up the galva-
nized coating.) Dipping the parts

after they are fabricated essentially
seals up all welds, and coats every-
thing, inside and out, in a thick coat-
ing of  zinc. The steel in hot-dipped
components forms a chemical bond
with the zinc. This coating ensures
that any scratch or ding that might
get to bare metal is protected, as the
properties of  the zinc finish around
the scratch “sacrifices” itself  over
time. This essentially seals the
scrape off, not allowing the damage
to rust or grow further.  It should be
noted that because fabricated compo-
nents are dipped into a bath of  very
hot molten zinc, it is not uncommon
for lighter gauges of  steel to develop
a slight wave on the larger flat faces
of  some leg trunking sections. This
is generally cosmetic only and Su-
denga’s hot-dipped legs are designed
and quality checked prior to ship-
ping with this possibility in mind.  It
is wise however, to make end cus-
tomers aware of  this characteristic
so they can decide if  the long term-
durability of  a hot-dipped finish is
more important than any subtle cos-
metic concerns.

Bucket Elevators: Painted, Sheet Metal or
Hot-Dipped Galvanized Finish… What Is Better?

This page sponsored by Perry Farm Supply, Palmersville, TN, 731.822.4415

www.sudenga.com 
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This last week I attended a plan-
ning meeting to start work on the
new Farm Bill.  Farm Bureau or-
ganized this working group with
members from all the commodity
groups like the Ky Soybean Board
and the Ky Corn Growers.  NRCS
and the conservation side was rep-
resented as well as FSA and the
Kentucky Department of  Agricul-
ture. 

Kentucky is in a position that we
have not been in for a while.  Sena-
tor Mitch McConnell is a member
of  the Senate Ag Committee and
also the Senate Majority Leader.
Representative James Comer is also
a new member of  the House Ag
Committee and being former Ky
Commissioner of  Agriculture and a
farmer, we have a chance to have a
little more influence than normal.

Of  course, the meeting started
with the usual discussion of  sepa-
rating the nutrition (Food Stamps)
portion of  the bill from the actual
farm portion of  the bill. About 87%
of  the current farm bill is nutrition
with the rest, only 13% spread
among the rest of  the actual farm
entities in conservation, research,
farm programs, etc.  

The problem is that only 35 house
districts are considered rural any-
more and if  you took the represen-
tatives from New York City, Chicago
and Los Angeles, there are more
representatives from there than
total districts from agriculture
areas, 49 to 48.  So in order to get
anything through congress the nu-
trition portion almost has to be in-
cluded.

We had a long discussion on the
grain farmer part of  the bill.
Everyone was in agreement that no
matter what happens the most im-
portant part of  the bill was to keep
the crop insurance portion in place.
You read things about farm pro-
grams and farm subsidies and most

people are under the wrong as-
sumption that farmers are still
being paid welfare for not growing
crops and keeping the prices artifi-
cially high.  Those programs fell
out of  favor years ago, and almost
all the farm payments function as
some sort of  insurance program.

I have some pretty strong beliefs
on the 2 programs that effect Bal-
lard County farmers the most,
ARC-Co and PLC.  You had to make
a choice when you signed up a few
years ago which program to be in.
Almost all of  you picked ARC – Co.
That was the correct choice for
corn and for soybeans, but it was
not the best choice for wheat.  PLC
would have been a better choice for
wheat, but most of  our base acres
are in corn, so we are still on the
good side.

The problem that I see with ARC-
Co is that it uses NASS data (the
government ag statistic service) for
determining the county yields and
that data is not very accurate some
years.  In 2014, it was very wrong
for Ballard County – probably over
20 bushels per acre high on corn.
Almost all grain farmers have crop
insurance and that yield data is
proven and audited with scale tick-
ets and records.  

The insurance companies are not
going to make a payment, until
their adjusters comb through
everything to determine the yield
level.  That insurance data (RMA
data) is available and would be
much more accurate to use to base
an individual farmers payment on.

Another problem is with base
acres.  In our part of  the state, it is
not as big a problem as in the cen-
tral parts of  the state.  Many fields
are now in grain production that
were in pasture, tobacco or other
uses years ago when base acres
were determined.  The last farm
bill did not allow the creation of

any new base acres.  For example a
farmer might have 500 acres of
corn on the farm and only have 20
base acres counted.  This is sup-
posed to be a safety net program to
help in years of  low prices or low
yields but if  your acreage is not
even covered, you have no safety
net.  My final gripe with the pro-
gram is the use of  Marketing Year
Average Price.  We finished the har-
vest season in November for our
area.  We know what the yields are,
but we will not know what the Mar-
keting Year Average Price is until
this next October.  We know when
we have a loss and need some help
but will not get that help until al-
most a year later.  I think that we
need some kind of  shorter term
price estimate to allow for pay-
ments when they still can offer
some help and not be a payment
that shows up in the mail box a
year later and you have to wonder

what it was even for.
I was really pleased with the

meeting and felt that most of  my
concerns were at least discussed by
the group.  There will be several
more sessions across the state be-
fore our final recommendations
come out.  I will try to keep you in-
formed of  any that are in our area
so we can get more farmer input
into the discussions.  

More discussions need to happen
on the Dairy portion of  the Farm
Bill (the current plan is a complete
disaster and needs to be changed)
and discussions on other livestock
programs also need to happen.

Programs of  the Kentucky Coop-
erative Extension Service serve all
people regardless of  race, age, sex,
color, religion, disability or na-
tional origin. For additional infor-
mation, contact your local County
Extension Office.

Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service

Agriculture Update
by Tom Miller, Extension Agent for Ag and Natural Resources 

Farm Bill Planning Meeting

CLYDE HITE LUBRICANTS & FASTENERS
• Belts & Hoses
• Chains & Batteries
• Welding Supplies
• Lubricants
• Logging Supplies

Monday - Friday 7AM - 4:30PM • Saturday 7AM - 11AM • Closed Sunday
HWY. 68W., GRACEY, KY • 270/235-5477

PROUDLY
SUPPORTING

FARMERS

ANG • PUREBRED ALTAPUREBRED SIMMENT
BULLS FOR SALE

BRED & OPEN HEIFERS FOR
Jennye Logsdon • 270-537-3259 • 2318 South Jackson Hwy
WW t i t id t ith i

GUS • SIM/ANGUS

m

R SALE
. Horse Cave, KYyy. Y 42749

product with personal
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.BandLfarmcattle.comwww

WWee strive to provide our customers with a superior p
attention to innovation, professionalism, a



by Pat Thomann
kpieditor@gmail.com

Farmers in the 1700’s relied on
sheer strength and literal horse
power to get their fields ready for
planting and worked with just a
horse or mule and a single row plow
to plant their fields.

When steam power first appeared
in the mid 1800’s things began to
change. In the 1870’s, the self-pro-
pelled steam traction engine became
popular and was used with many
threshing rigs on many farms.  

Gone are the days when a farmer,
farmed the fields with a plow and a
pair of  mules.  Also, pretty much
gone, are the days when a farmer had
to sit on a tractor in the hot sun to
plow his fields. 

The gender of  farming has also
made some drastic changes. Women
in the past have been mostly in a sup-
porting roll, bringing home cooked
meals into the fields for the workers

and keeping the home running
smoothly while the men farmed the
land.

Women today are taking a much
more active roll in farming. Many

farms are solely owned and operated
by women. They are not only keeping
up with the business side of  farming
but are in the fields as much as men
and women are being recognized for

their accomplishments.
Technology has come a long way

in the last few decades.  Many farm-
ers now have a degree focusing on
some form of  agriculture and
biotechnology.  Farmers guide their
equipment with global positioning
systems (GPS) and satellite technol-
ogy. The cab of  tractors and com-
bines is mostly air conditioned and
has the best sound systems available.
Many tractors are equipped with a
Hub consisting of  a touchscreen con-
sole allowing the farmer to run their
tractor with the latest technology,
guiding it over the fields with ease.

As drones become increasingly
more popular in every aspect of  our
lives, it is inevitable that they will
become another tool in the lives of
our everyday farmers, large and
small.

Instead of  driving through their
crops to make inspections for
drought, pest and other problems, 

continued on page 66
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AN AUCTION
LOCATION:  KENTUCKY EXPOSITION CENTER, LOUISVILLE, KY

We are currently adding equipment to this Auction!!!
Call Bunch Brothers Auctioneers today

to consign your equipment to receive proper
advertisement and marketing of your equipment!!!

Internet Bidding Live Day of Sale!

Keith Stout (405) 823-0555
R C Collins (502) 664-6581

 Steven Bunch (270) 748-8080

PRELIMINARY NOTICE

EACH PIECE POSITIVELY SELLS TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER
WITHOUT LIMIT, MINIMUM OR RESERVATION!!!

THE SPRING LOUISVILLE AUCTION
CRANES, CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT, TRUCKS & TRAILERS

Bunch Brothers Auctioneers are proud to return to
Louisville, KY for the Spring Louisville Auction.

The Auction will be conducted for Area Contractors,
Dealers & Rental Houses.

BUNCH BROTHERS
AUCTIONEERS

OFFICE: (270) 376-2922  -  FAX (270) 376-2997

Steven J. Bunch, Auctioneer
Lori Bunch, Office Manager

P O BOX 175 - WINGO, KENTUCKY, 42088
Email:  LDBunch@aol.com

  WEBSITE - www.bunchbrothers.com

BBBB BUNCH BROTHERS
AUCTIONEERS

TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY APRIL 25TH AND 26TH, 2017

Steven Bunch (270) 748-8080
Joe Bunch (270) 365-0360
RC Collins (502) 664-6581

 This Case IH Steiger 500 is the latest thing in row crop farming utilizing the latest in
technology to give the farmer the best outcome.                       Photo by Pat Thomann

Advancements continue in farm machinery

Serving Trigg 
& Surrounding 

Counties in 
Western KY
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• Advancements
in Farm Machinery
continued from page 65

a farmer can fly a drone over their
crops, record what it sees and review it
on a computer whenever they want.
Some companies will provide this
service for a fee.

Other farming innovations in the
near future include livestock GPS
tracking devices that can relay real
time vital information on farm ani-
mals and scientist are working on
technology that would make vertical
farming a viable alternative where
there is a shortage of  farm land that
are predicted to appear in the mid
2020’s.

The Case IH 500 Steiger no till com-
bine features treads that cause less
ground compaction, do less damage in
the field by dispersing the weight
more evenly, resulting in less fuel con-
sumption.

Jason Craig of  H&R Agri-Power
says, “Precision Ag utilizing GPS ca-

pabilities means less waste. More ac-
curate planting means less waste re-
sulting in less money spent. Row crop
monitoring on planters allows plant-
ing rows with no overlap.

Self-leveling cleaning systems with
more centrifugal force turning means
more level cleaning and better, more
even cleaning with more grain in your
tank and less going out the back.”

Craig also stated, “Precision Ag is a
big deal. Ag is always evolving. You
want to do more with less and try to
get everything you can out of  it but at
also manage it properly. You want to
get the most yield and use the least
amount of  fertilizer but at the end of
day the good Lord is going to make it
what it’s going to be no matter what
we do. He knows what we need. We are
not smarter then He is.”

Farming continues to evolve as the
need arises and we will see many more
changes in the future. Many of  these
advancements and new products can
be found at the 2017 National Farm
Machinery Show in Louisville Ken-
tucky, February 15-18, 2017. If  you are
a farmer, this is the place to be.
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Gary Miller
gary@outdoortruths.org

I used to hate the thoughts of
driving more than an hour or so to
some destination. That seems so
long ago. Now, if  I have an event or
hunting trip of  5 hours or less, I
feel like I’m still in my neighbor-
hood. While I regularly take off  on
10 hour trips, about 7 or 8 hours of
driving is about my limit for one
day. What I really dread are plane
flights. Since first class is out of  my
budget, I am relegated to the peas-

ant section that’s designed for peo-
ple no taller than a 10 year old. The
goal is always the same – to make it
to my destination within two hours
of  when I’m told I’ll get there and
that my luggage will be waiting for
me as well. The new express lanes
are helpful, but since 911, catching
a flight has become a real experi-
ence. The list of  items you cannot
carry on an airplane has become
comical and the security check-in is
more like a strip down search. The
most common picture at any air-
port today is the one of  everyone

gathered in a small area trying to
get their shoes back on.  

One thing I have noticed is that
I’m not being treated any different
from anyone else. I may stroll in, in
my camo, and take off  my Lacrosse
boots, but the guy in the business
suit is taking his Allen Edmonds off
as well. If  you have any pride in
who you are, it will quickly be
seized, x-rayed, and detected for
metal.  No matter who you are, the
ground around the security check-
in is truly level. 

Each time I endure this process,

I’m reminded of  the day that all of
mankind will stand before God. I
imagine if  there is a line it will be
made of  those from all walks of
life, both men and women. Every
race and religion will make their
way to the place where everything
of  earthly value will be stripped
away. All of  our accumulated treas-
ures will be considered an unfit
evaluation of  our worthiness for
heaven. The only thing of  value
will be things of  heavenly signifi-
cance; namely what we did with
Christ and for others. The good
news is that our arrangements can
be made before we arrive. Our
ticket has already been bought; we
just have to pick it up. It’s waiting
at the cross. It doesn’t matter if
you’re in your camo or business
suit, the ground around that cross
is level and easily accessible for
anyone who will humbly come, re-
alize they cannot make it there on
their own, and accept the free ticket
that’s been provided by asking this
Christ into their hearts. 
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2009 International Prostar, Cummins 
SX 435 HP, Eaton Fuller 10 Spd., 

Mid-Roof Sleeper, Alum. Wheels, 890,108 
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 2011 Merritt Hopper Bottom Grain 
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Wheels, Very Good Rubber, Roll Tarp  . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$25,900
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Almost New Rubber, Cruise, Heated 
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by Anthony Keinath
Associated Press

Crop rotation may be the oldest
pest management technique used in
agriculture. Alternating the same
crop, or related crops, in a planting
bed is not just a technique for com-
mercial farms. It is a useful pest
management technique for gardens
of  any size, from a window box or
porch pot to a small urban farm.

Rotating annual flowers should be
a standard preventive practice in a
sustainably managed yard. Growing
the same plants in a favorite spot
only every other year will help pre-
vent the buildup of  pathogens that
could wipe out an entire planting.
The simplest approach is to pick two
favorite annuals that do well in the
same environment and plant them
in alternate years.

Note that the rotation interval
starts when the crop is pulled up,
not when it is planted. If  tomatoes

planted in April are removed in July,
only eight months elapses before the
following spring, less than the mini-
mum one-year rotation period.

Even if  disease is not a serious
problem, plants grown in a rotation
usually grow more vigorously than
those not rotated. Rotation also may
prevent the buildup of  minor root
pathogens that weaken, but do not
rot, roots.

History. The Romans used a sim-
ple alternate-year planting scheme
for their fields, either fall-planted
(winter) grain or native pasture.
Around 800 A.D., a new three-year
crop rotation scheme was put into
practice on Charlemagne’s imperial
estates.

The new sequence started with
winter grain in year one, spring-
planted summer grain in year two,
and a pasture of  native grasses and
other plants in year three, when the
field was left untilled. Each field was
cropped to grain two years out of

three, so more food could be pro-
duced.

Annual flowers
Rotation is particularly important

for certain popular but disease-
prone annuals. Madagascar periwin-
kle, commonly called vinca
(Catharanthus roseus), is very sus-
ceptible to the soil-dwelling water
molds Pythium and Phytophthora
that cause stem and root rot. Rota-
tion can prevent a serious problem
from developing on vinca, but, un-
fortunately, probably will not elimi-
nate these pathogens once soil is
infested.

Infested soil should be turned
deeply, to bury the infested top layer,
and the new top layer should be
amended with fresh compost. (Deep
turning is not recommended for
shallow topsoil over clay, though, to
avoid bringing the clay to the top of
the bed.) Raising the elevation of  the
bed to improve drainage also will re-
duce root diseases. Another option

is to replace the top four inches of
infested topsoil or to replace all of
the soil in a pot.

In another example, snapdragon
leaves are susceptible to rust. Fortu-
nately, rust spores survive less than
a year in soil, so it is safe to plant
“snaps” in the same spot every other
year.

French marigold (Tagetes patula)
is particularly useful as a rotation
planting, as it is not only resistant
to, but also antagonistic to, the root-
knot nematode. Marigold makes an
excellent spring successor to fall-
planted snapdragon, pansy and cal-
endula, which are susceptible to root
knot.

Vegetables. Related vegetables
should not be planted in the same
spot more than every two or three
years. Gardeners who utilize raised
beds have the advantage of  having
“corralled” soil. As long as tools and 

continued on page 69

Rotate crops for long-term garden health
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• Rotate Crops
for Health
continued

gloves are cleaned before working in a different
bed, it is easy to keep the soil in the different beds
separated to maximize the benefits of  rotation.

In a large garden, say 1,000 square feet or more,
space related vegetables as far apart as possible
and move them around the garden year to year,
since there is enough space to keep large areas of
soil separate.

In a smaller garden, group and rotate plants by
family to maximize soil separation. One approach
is to divide the plot into quarters and rotate the dif-
ferent vegetable families among the quarters each
season or year.

In a spring garden, assign tomatoes and their
relatives to one quarter, vine crops to a second
quarter, cabbage family members to a third, and
other vegetables to the fourth quarter.

In a fall garden, the quarters can be planted with
vegetables in the cabbage, carrot, onion and beet
families.

Gardeners who rotate their annuals and vegeta-
bles plan for the long-term productivity of  their
soil.
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Gary Woodruff, a grain condition-
ing applications manager for GSI,
has five tips to help you select the
right grain dryer for your farm:

1. Determine wet bin and dryer
capacity correctly. Farmers often
calculate how many bushels they
harvest per hour, or the total number
of  bushels harvested per day divided
by 24 hours. The drawback to that ap-
proach, Woodruff  says, is that it’s dif-
ficult for a dryer to run consistently
every day for 24 hours. Instead, he
recommends basing it on the actual
number of  bushels expected to har-
vested and dried per season. Factor
in some downtime, take a hard look
at how many bushels will be raised
and add the expected growth for the
next five to 10 years. Then determine
how many days your equipment will
take to complete the harvest, and se-
lect a wet bin and dryer capacity that
can accomplish that. “All dryer ca-
pacity ratings use wet bushels, and
the USDA determines a bushel at 56
pounds, not a specific volume of
grain,” Woodruff  says. “The dryer
will actually put out dry bushels
which, depending on grain moisture,
will reduce those wet bushel ratings
6% to 17%, from 5- to 15-point mois-
ture removal.”

2. Increase dryer holding capac-

ity. “One common misconception is
that you can simply increase the
amount of  wet bin holding capacity
to increase the operating capacity of
the dryer,” Woodruff  says. “But
that’s a short-term answer that only
helps until you catch up. It doesn’t
actually change the capacity of  the
dryer at all.” A better solution, he
says, is to add a larger-capacity dryer
that holds more bushels. “If  you have
a larger holding capacity and you
maintain optimum airflow, not too
high and not too low, you will dry the
most grain possible in a given time
period with good grain quality and
efficiency,” he explains. “It may cost
a little more up front, but it is going
to pay dividends every year after
that.”

3. Choose the right type of
dryer. There’s no easy answer to the
question of  which dryer is best for
your farm, he says. “It depends on a
number of  factors that vary by farm.
They include how many bushels will
come through the system, if  some
bins are already in place and how
much labor is available. These and
any other factors need to be dis-
cussed and considered in the final de-
cision. As a general guideline, if  you
need to dry up to a maximum of
100,000 bushels, an in-bin system,
such as a low-temp stirrator or floor

discharge bin, may do the job. Start-
ing at around 75,000 and going up to
750,000 bushels, a portable stack or
roof  bin dryer, or modular tower, will
be among the possibilities. For
750,000 or more bushels, larger equip-
ment, such as a tower dryer, will be
required.”

4. Focus on return on invest-
ment, not just cost. “Farmers often
worry a lot about the initial invest-
ment, but it’s important to also pay
attention to how efficient the dryer
is. Will it enable you to get your har-
vest out of  the field early to increase
yield, and then get the grain dried in
optimum time to protect grain qual-
ity and maximize market value? All

of  these things have to be looked at to
figure the true cost benefit,” he says.

5. Make decisions for the long
term. Grain dryers typically last 20
to 30 years. It is important to plan for
growth. “The most recent estimates
show that U.S. farms are increasing
yields by 2% to 3% annually,”
Woodruff  says. “Ten years down the
road, you may have 30% more corn,
even if  you don’t buy or rent any ad-
ditional acres. So you need to make
sure that buying a grain dryer is a
long-term decision. Select one that
will take care of  your needs for a
long enough period of  time, which is
usually not less than 10 years.”

Top 5 things to consider when selecting a new Grain Dryer

Announcing the release of  the
new “Shivvers LINK™”, a value
priced communication system. With
the LINK, a producer can monitor
his Counterflow Grain Drying sys-
tem from anywhere using his Smart
Phone (either Android or Apple), his
Tablet  or his Personal Computer. He
will receive dryer operational data
such as Moisture Readings, Temper-
ature Readings and Dryer Status,

Historical Dryer Data and Alert Text
Messages from his dryer control.
The LINK does not require a Land
line Internet connection and is eas-
ily installed  in any Shivvers Com-
pudry Command Center. Shivvers
Manufacturing, Inc, Corydon, IA is
the number one producer of  Coun-
terflow Grain Drying equipment for
nearly 50 years.

Shivvers LINK™ - Smart
Phone link to Grain Dryer Announcing the release of  the

“Shivvers PREMIER™”, a revolution-
ary new Dryer Control. The PREMIER
features a complete Touch Screen con-
trol system with easy step by step
setup procedures, digital Static Pres-
sure readout, automatic Timeout for
transfer augers, visual information
and warnings, remote adjustments of
transfer moisture and target tempera-
ture, and includes remote emergency
stop if  needed.

An integral part of  the PREMIER,
is the Shivvers LINK™. With the Shiv-

vers LINK, a producer can monitor his
Counterflow Grain Drying system
from anywhere using his Smart Phone
(either Android or Apple), his Tablet
or his Personal Computer. He will re-
ceive dryer operational data such as
Moisture Readings, Temperature
Readings and Dryer Status, Historical
Dryer Data and Alert Text Messages
from his dryer control. Shivvers Man-
ufacturing, Inc, Corydon, IA is the
number one producer of  Counterflow
Grain Drying equipment for nearly 50
years 

Shivvers PREMIER™ -
the Ultimate in Grain Dryer Controls

To learn more about Shivvers products, visit www.shivvers.com or contact Perry Farm Supply, in Palmersville, TN, at 731.822.4415.

To learn more about GSI products, visit www.grainsystems.com or contact Perry Farm Supply, in Palmersville, TN, at 731.822.4415.



800-594-4455
Palmersville, TN

. 896230 Hwy
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Jimmy Dan Hicks
Vice President 

Loan Officer

HELPING 
MY CUSTOMERS 

GROW THEIR 

BUSINESS 
IS MY BUSINESS.

Member FDIC 

At Independence Bank, we’re proud to be Kentucky’s #1 Ag lender and to help farmers’ businesses grow.

1776bank.com/agricultural-services

507 North 12th Street • 721 South 12th Street
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