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Simply put, our busin
and their financial 

Economic  
opportunities abound  
on local waterways

by Jason Travis 
Paducah Business Journal 

 
Blessed with four 

rivers, western Kentucky's 
waterways offer more 
than spending weekends 
or holidays on the water 
for recreation. They are 
also an important avenue 
for transportation of  mate-
rials to and from a variety 
of  cities both near and far. 
Yet, they do help promote 
and generate tourism dol-
lars for local economies. 

The economic impact of  
the waterways benefits 
both local businesses and 
communities.  

Since its completion in 
1984, the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway, or 
Tenn-Tom, has proven to 
be economically benefi-
cial. The waterway offers 
many benefits including 
transportation of  raw ma-
terials and bulk products 
to markets at lower 

 
see WATERWAYS page 6 

Dedication Ceremony held 
for Olmsted Locks and Dam

A barge at the Hickman-Fulton County Riverport Authority.

RIVER REGION PROGRESS REPORT

Speakers at the ceremony gathered around to push the button that opened the lock doors and signaled the 
opening of the Olmsted Locks and Dam. Front (left to right): Mike Toohey, President of the Waterways Council; 
Maj. Gen. Mark Toy, Commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Great Lakes and Ohio River Division; 
Col. Antoinette Gant, Commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Louisville District; Marty Hettel, Chair-
man of the Inland Waterways User Board. Back (left to right): Senator Dick Durbin, Senate Minority Whip from 
Illinois; "R.D." James, Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works; Lt. Gen. Todd Semonite, Chief of En-
gineers; Dr. Mark Esper, Secretary of the Army; Senator Mitch McConell, Senate Majority Leader from Ken-
tucky; Congressman James Comer from Kentucky’s first district; Kevin McLaughlin, the Executive Project 
Director for the Olmsted Project representing AECOM.            Photo by Kirk Trammell 
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• Livingston County resident Deb-
bie Swain was recently named a Fel-
low of  the Association of  Surgical 
Technologists (FAST). The designa-
tion recognizes individuals for up-
holding the highest standards and 
traditions of  the surgical technology 
profession, and whose professional ac-
tivities have been devoted to the ad-
vancement of  the profession toward 
improving the quality of  surgical pa-
tient care. A WKCTC 1982 surgical 
technology graduate, Swain has 
taught at the college for more than 20 
years and has maintained certifica-
tion as a certified surgical technolo-
gist (CST) for 35 years. She was 
honored by the National Board of  Sur-
gical Technology & Surgical Assisting 
(NBSTSA) last year for her long-term 
service as a surgical technologist. 

 
• Paducah Tilghman High School 

graduate Katherine Williamson re-
cently joined Baptist Health Medical 
Group OB/GYN. Williamson is an ob-
stetrician/gynecologist and received 
her doctor of  osteopathic medicine de-
gree from the University of  Pikeville-
Kentucky College of  Osteopathic 
Medicine. 

 
• The Kentucky Soybean Promotion 

Board has a new vice chairman. May-
field's Jed Clark has served on the 
Kentucky Soybean Association board 
since 2011. 

 
• A local hospital was the recipient 

of  the 2018 MAP Award for High Per-
formance in Revenue Cycle for a sec-
ond consecutive year. 
Murray-Calloway County Hospital 
was one of  17 hospitals in the United 
States to receive the honor.  

 
• Baptist Health system has a new 

chief  operating officer. Patrick Falvey 
was recently named to the position. 
Previously he worked at Advocate Au-
rora Health in Milwaukee, Wisc. He 
will assume his responsibilities in 

September.  
 
• Paducah Bank has named an Asset 

Manager for its Risk Management De-
partment. Jason Agee, who previously 
was a personal banker at Central 
Bank in Lexington, has filled the posi-
tion. Agee has worked for Paducah 
Bank for ten years. He holds a Bache-
lor's degree in Finance from Western 
Kentucky University. 

 
• Paducah Public Schools has a new 

director of  district-wide operations. 
Chad Jezik has assumed the position. 
He returns to PPS after working for 
Lyon County Schools as the director 
of  pupil personnel. He also held ad-
ministrative positions in McCracken 
and Ballard counties and has taught 
in the classroom. 

 
• FNB Bank has named Brett Wat-

son as commercial loan operations 
specialist. A graduate of  Marshall 
County High School, Watson went to 
Murray State University.  

 
• Earlier this month, Paducah Bank 

presented a check to Market House 
Theatre for its 55th season. The bank 
is a Platinum Season Sponsor. The 
amount was for $12,000. In 2017, Padu-
cah Bank presented a $75,000 check for 
the theatre's Next Stage campaign to 
revitalize and transform 10 downtown 
buildings into a 44,000-square-foot per-
forming arts campus. 

 
• Paducah Bank's Tony Bushong has 

been promoted to Information Secu-
rity Officer. He previously served as 
Information Security Manager.  He has 
a Bachelor of  Science in Telecommu-
nications Systems Management from 
Murray State University, as well as an 
IT Systems Specialist Associate of  Sci-
ence degree from Rend Lake Commu-
nity College. 

 
• Mercy Health - Lourdes Hospital 

announced that Celia Parrott, physi-

cian assistant at Mercy General Sur-
gery, has completed an intensive 
course in cancer risk assessment from 
the City of  Hope's Division of  Clinical 
Cancer Genomics. Celia is the first 
and only provider in the state of  Ken-
tucky to earn this certification. Celia 
has worked with Mercy General Sur-
gery since 2007. She received her Mas-
ter of  Science in Physician Assistant 
Studies from Bethel College. 

 
• Lourdes is now officially known as 

Mercy Health. The transition was 
made official at an announcement cer-
emony in July with a new sign on top 
of  the hospital. Lourdes has been a 
part of  Mercy Health since 1989. 
Mercy Health is Ohio's largest health 
system and fourth largest employer. 
Paducah is Mercy Health's seventh re-
gional market within the health care 
ministry to undergo the change, fol-
lowing the transition of  Catholic 
Health Partners to Mercy Health in 
2014. 

Lourdes began its ministry in the 
Paducah area as Riverside Hospital in 
1905. The Diocese of  Owensboro pur-
chased the hospital in 1959 and in Sep-
tember of  that year the Sisters of  St. 
Francis of  Tiffin, Ohio arrived to 
manage the facility. With the change 
in ownership, came a new name: Lour-
des Hospital, in honor of  Our Lady of  
Lourdes. In 1973, Lourdes moved from 
the downtown location to its current 
location on Lone Oak Road. In 1989, 
Lourdes entered into a management 

contract with Mercy Health System. 
In 1997, the Sisters of  Mercy joined 
other systems to form Catholic Health 
Systems. In 2014, Catholic Health 
changed its name to Mercy Health, 
one of  the largest not-for-profit 
Catholic health systems in the nation. 

 
• Mercy Health, Paducah Physical 

and Pain Medicine hosted a ribbon 
cutting ceremony and blessing earlier 
this month. The new office is located 
in the Marshall Nemer Medical Office 
Building at 1532 Lone Oak Road, Suite 
320 in Paducah. Services provided at 
the new location include ultrasound-
guided procedures, medication man-
agement and therapy and care 
coordination. Some of  the conditions 
the Paducah Physical and Pain Medi-
cine team will treat include arthritis, 
carpal tunnel syndrome, chronic pain, 
migraine and neuropathy. 

 
• On Aug. 2, officials with Patti's 

1880's Settlement held a ground break-
ing on the new Patti's Restaurant. It 
will be built on the same site as the 
former restaurant in Grand Rivers.  

 
• A local insurance agency recently 

received a prestigious award. Padu-
cah's Henneberger Flynn Insurance 
Agency was recognized with the 2017 
Pinnacle Agency Award. The award is 
given to the agency that has shown 
the best overall growth and perform-
ance.
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A look at Olmsted Locks and Dam
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Olmsted Locks and Dam holds ribbon cutting
by Kirk Trammell 
KPI Staff Writer 

You’ve no doubt heard of  the 
Olmsted Locks and Dam Project. 
For just over 30 years, the project 
has weighed on the minds of  the 
designers and those whose liveli-
hoods rely on the river. 

The goal of  the project was to 
create a locks and dam system that 
would replace the failing Locks and 
Dam 52 system downriver from Pa-
ducah, Ky. and system 53. The Olm-
sted Locks and Dam had to be built 
to ensure reliable navigation. 

Captain Jeremy Nichols of  the 
U.S. Army Corps of  Engineers is 
the Olmsted Division Military Ex-
ecutive Officer. He described the 
function of  the dams by saying, 
“The purpose is to create a stair 
step on the river so that there is 
enough water at the tail water of  
the upstream project to transition 
barges on the river. Otherwise, the 
river would run dry a couple of  
times a year. We retain enough 
water in the system so that it typi-
cally doesn’t freeze and we don’t let 
it run dry. Our biggest goal is to 
keep the river open. Period. End of  
story.” 

The dam at Olmsted employs 140 
28-foot-tall by 10-foot-wide steel

wickets that weigh 33,000 lbs each. 
These wickets are raised and low-
ered to retain or release water. 
Locks and Dams 52 and 53 used an-
tiquated oak beams in their wick-
ets. 

Captain Nichols then explained 
some of  the best news of  the proj-
ect. “The dam is functionally com-
plete,” he said. This announcement 
comes four years ahead of  schedule 

and $330 million under budget, 
based on 2014 predictions. “The 
two keys to that four year gain on 
the schedule are efficiency and 
working outside the traditional 
low-water season. By being effi-
cient over years of  time, you gain 
time back because, while you’re 
spending more money today, 

see OLMSTED page 15
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costs. It covers over 40,000 acres of  

waterfront property and provides a 
boost to the area in tourism dollars, 
with a host of  recreation facilities 
incorporated into the construction 
of  the waterway.  

Josh Tubbs is with the Calvert 
City Riverport Authority. He said 
the waterways of  west Kentucky 
continue to be a tremendous asset 
for existing industry.  

"We have seen huge success in 
continued investment in our Calvert 
City industries relative to the chem-
ical manufacturing complex," Tubbs 
said. "Redundancy in access 
through the Tennessee-Tombigbee 
Waterway to the Tennessee River, 
the Ohio and Mississippi or the 
Cumberland rivers are very special 
for our region from a logistical per-
spective." 

One major impact to the industry 
is the completion of  the Olmsted 
Locks and Dam project between Illi-

nois and Kentucky. It's approxi-
mately 17 miles upstream from the 
confluence of  the Ohio and Missis-
sippi rivers. It will greatly reduce 
tow and barge delays through the 
busiest stretch of  river in America's 
inland waterways. With the comple-
tion of  the project, the Army Corps 
of  Engineers has said it will save 
$640 million a year in transportation 
costs.  

Meanwhile river port authorities 
are looking to additional means of  
transportation, including the use of  
rail.  

Greg Curlin is the Port Director of  
the Hickman-Fulton County River-
port Authority. The Hickman-Ful-
ton County Riverport serves as the 
only public port on the east side of  
the Mississippi River in Kentucky.  
It provides an important link to na-
tional and international markets by 
facilitating access for farmers and 
industries to the integrated logistics 
of  rail, water and roadways. The 
riverport provides both bulk and 
break-bulk cargo transfer opera-
tions with an unlimited array of  
commodities. Grain, wire rod, fertil-
izer, petroleum coke, zinc, aggre-
gates and steel coils are just some of  
the numerous products that pass 
through the port at any given time. 

Curlin said agriculture has been a 
factor in seeing business increase to 
a point in the last few years. He said 
business has picked up with current 
customers. However, he said there 
hasn't been any major impact that 
would allow for business to grow, as 
far as something brand new. But he 
does anticipate that will happen. It 
said it may be a few more years be-
fore the catamaran barge affects the 
port.  

Looking into the future, Curlin 
said his wish list would include 
working more with rail. The facility 
has a new crane that is operational. 
He said they are working with the 
State of  Tennessee to try to improve 
the rail loop that connects to the 
CNN and ties the Hickman-Fulton 
County Riverport to the port at 
Cates Landing in Tennessee. He 
said work is needed to improve that 
project with the hope to increase 
volumes coming in and out of  the 
port because of  the better rail ac-
cess.  

Bill Miller, Port Director of  the Pa-
ducah - McCracken County River-
port Authority, said they have 
received a Marine Highway Grant 
from the U.S. Transportation De-
partment MARAD Division to sup-
port the demonstration period for 
the catamaran barge operation. 

Miller underscored the river port 
is to help the economic development 
groups of  the region and attract and 
grow businesses that wish to utilize 
the waterways and ship either do-
mestically or internationally.  

Nathan Tobey is the terminal 
manager for WATCO companies in 
Grand Rivers. Tobey said WATCO 
services is able coordinate from rail 
to trucks on the road. He said cus-
tomers can call the company and 
working as a team, they can offer 
customers a one-price solution 
while taking care of  the coordina-
tion and logistics for them. This al-
lows for competitive rates for 
customers.  

It's been said you never step in 
the same river twice. Water is al-
ways flowing. So too are the eco-
nomic opportunities on the rivers 
for local industries. 
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REPOWER
WITH FABICK CAT
Choosing to repower 
your boat with Cat Marine 
Engine does wonders 
for your bottom line. 
Immediately you’ll notice 
a dramatic decline in your 
operating expense thanks 
to lower fuel costs and 
fewer maintenance bills.

Rick Morris: 314.791.5902 • 800.845.9180 (toll free)
Throughout major portions of Missouri, Illinois, the 
entire state of Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan

“To Ever Serve Our Customers Better” www.fabickcat.com
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Local maritime business boom necessitates safety 
by Kirk Trammell 
Paducah Business Journal 

 
Most people don’t think 

about the Ohio River that 
often. When they climb the 
steps of  the Carson Center 
and look out over the flood-
wall, what do people see? 
Ducks? Fishing? Lovely 
scenery? Another flood? All 
of  those are true, of  course, 
but there’s something 
they’re missing. Paducah 
was first settled in 1815 be-
cause of  the river and, 
while some may see the 
river as antiquated, it has 
become a commercial super-
highway that has made Pad-
ucah the city it is today. 
Millions and millions of  
tons of  commodities flow to 
and through Paducah each 
year. 

And with the opening of  
the Olmstead Locks and 
Dam, the re-opening of  the 
Wickliffe paper mill and the 
future of  Container on 
Barge services, we can be 
sure that Paducah’s mar-
itime traffic is only going to 
swell. 

The Department of  
Transportation’s Maritime 
Administration (MARAD) 
has recognized Paducah’s 
maritime significance and 
is opening a new Gateway 
office here. Chad Dorsey 
will be the Director of  this 
office and his goal will be to 
improve the flow of  water-
way traffic and also to advo-
cate for the regional 
maritime community. 

But with this influx of  
traffic also comes the grow-
ing need for maritime 
safety. The Inland Logistics 
& Marine Institute, the Sea-
men’s Church Institute and 
the Coast Guard are three of  
the biggest advocates for 
maritime safety and train-
ing in the area. 

The Inland Logistics & 
Marine Institute’s (ILMI) 

main office is on the second 
floor of  West Kentucky 
Community and Technical 
College’s (WKCTC) Emerg-
ing Technology Center. 
ILMI’s satellite campus was 
established in downtown 
Paducah at 631 Marine Way 
to be nearer the industries 
they serve. Stan Wallace is 
the Program Coordinator of  
Marine Technology for 
ILMI. Wallace said, “Be-
tween the short term spe-
cialized Workforce training 
and the online Marine 
Technology academics, the 
college sees an average of  
350 students a year both at 
the campus and through on-
line education.” 

Wallace, a retired Mer-
chant Marine Captain and a 
retired officer in the Coast 
Guard, said, “Online aca-
demics follow the tradi-
tional college semester, 
while the workforce training 
is established for the needs 
of  specific companies and 
different occupational posi-
tions. Workforce training 
often overlaps and is more 
flexible.” 

“Our best contribution to 
these students and the in-
dustry lies in the online aca-
demics and the flexibility to 
provide the emerging tech-
nology that the Marine In-
dustry is utilizing,” Wallace 
said. “Emerging technology 
especially in navigation 
equipment and other vessel 
operating equipment pres-
ents a training need for Ma-
rine companies to keep 
their crews up to date on 
safe operation of  their ves-
sels and compliance with 
government regulations.” 

Another stalwart advo-
cate for maritime safety is 
the Seamen’s Church Insti-
tute’s Center for Maritime 
Education in downtown Pa-
ducah. The center opened in 

 
see MARITIME page 30 

Student at the Seamen’s Church Institute training on the simulator.  
Photo courtesy of the Seamen’s Church Institute

Students training at WKCTC’s Inland Logistics & Marine Institute.
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Olmsted Locks and Dam creates good, safe jobs
by Teresa Pearson 
Paducah Business Journal 

 
WICKLIFFE - Over the years Olm-

sted Dam has employed more than 900 
people.  

It now has about 300 craftsmen on 
site. The Corps estimates more than 45 
million man-hours have gone into the 
construction. 

It is also expected Locks 52 and 53 
will be maintained for a couple more 
years while testing is done to determine 
Olmsted is fully operational. The pro-
ject's closeout will include removal of  
the Locks 52 and 53. 

Shippers had taken losses estimated 
at $65 million since November because 
of  delays at Locks 52 and 53. The two 
old locks have been in a failing state for 
the past two and a half  years and ship-
pers can't continue to sit out at Lock 52 
paying such expenses for the delays. 

The Army Corps of  Engineers offi-
cials stress the safety record of  the 
Olmsted project, saying safety has al-
ways been top priority. 

Marty Hettel, Vice President for Gov-
ernment Affairs with American Com-
mercial Barge Line, and Secretary of  
the WCI Executive Committee, agreed 
safety was a priority - and so is replac-
ing Lock 52. 

"I want everybody to be safe. I don't 
want anyone to take any risks on the 
job site, but the sooner we can get Olm-
sted operational, the better for moving 
the economic engine of  this country," 
he said. 

AECOM engineers and the on-site 
construction team created innovative 
solutions and utilized resources 
throughout the company to finalize our 
means and methods and creative ways 
to manufacture the specialized equip-
ment. 

James Dillow, Business Agent for 
Operators Local #318, with nine years 
on the project said, "This project has 
provided great jobs for the whole area," 
he said, "This has never been done be-
fore and has been a learning experi-
ence."  Dillow went on to say that safety 
has been number one on this project re-

gardless of  cost. 
Jobs on the dam project have been 

very important for folks like J.R. 
Blankenship of  Wickliffe, KY., a Car-
penter with Local 357, who has been at 
the site for five years. Blankenship said 
he had spent a lot of  time working out 

of  state until, but because of  the dam 
project he has been closer to home. "It 
is a good paying job with a good safety 
culture and close to home," he said. "It 
has been a great place to make the 
money it takes to support my family," 
Blankenship said. 

Crew working at Olmsted Dam
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Riverport gets a big boost toward 
Container on Barge service

by Kirk Trammell 
Paducah Business Journal 

 
The Paducah-McCracken County 

Riverport Authority was given a big 
boost on Aug. 8. A total of  $251,927 was 
awarded to the Riverport from the U.S. 
Maritime Administration (MARAD) 
Marine Highway Grant. The money 
will go toward the acquisition of  shore-
side container-handling equipment for 
the Riverport’s Container on Barge 
service.  

Container on Barge is a method of  
freight transportation that allows 
barges to transport containerized car-
goes throughout the inland waterway 
system. The Paducah Riverport is the 
first on the Ohio River, as well as in 
Kentucky, to offer the service. The 
funding from the Marine Highway 
Grant will aid the Container on Barge 
service in reaching full function and 
speed at the Paducah Riverport. 

Bill Miller is the Executive Director 

of  the Paducah-McCracken County 
Riverport Authority. His office said, 
“The Container on Barge service will 
empower the Western Kentucky Re-
gion to become an economic engine by 
enabling the Paducah-McCracken 
County Riverport Authority to facili-
tate foreign and domestic trade for cur-
rent and future clients.” 

“Until now, there has not been a 
barge option available for container-
ized cargoes,” Miller’s office said. 
“This service will provide a low-cost, 
direct, and reliable mode of  transporta-
tion for containerized cargoes allowing 
the region to compete with larger met-
ropolitan areas to attract manufactur-
ing, industrial and distribution center 
opportunities currently not available 
in our rural region.” 

“Container on Barge service is 
rarely seen outside of  large, coastal, 
metropolitan areas and has never been 

 
see RIVERPORT page 42  
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Contact

Aggregates: 901-853-0877

OLMSTED 
continued from PAGE 5 

 
 you save more money over time. If  

you’re building in stride without stop-
ping, then you gain a lot of  efficien-
cies.” 

Captain Nichols went on to say, 
“Contractually, we worked only in low 
water season from June-November. 
We got the contracting officer to agree 
that we needed to go after river condi-
tions, not a date on a calendar. And so 
we worked outside that calendar date 
if  the river allowed us to. During peak 
seasons, we would have 750 construc-
tion workers on site. Overall it would 
be about 900 jobs for Southern Illinois, 
Western Kentucky, and Southeast 
Missouri workers.” 

Captain Nichols then said, “The 
commodities passing through Olm-
sted would be equivalent to combin-
ing Dallas-Fort Worth, 
Atlanta-Hartsfield, Chicago-O’Hare, 
and Los Angeles together. So, if  we 
close, it’s like closing those airports. 
The difference is our commodities 
don’t have Twitter accounts or Face-
book. One 15-barge tow carries 26,000 

tons, almost a million bushels or 20.5 
million gallons. That is equivalent to 
2.25 100-unit trains or 1,050 semi-
trucks. That’s one tow. We pass almost 
10 a day.” He then said, “There’s a lot 
of  goods and there’s a lot more capa-
bility on the river to pass goods. Pass-
ing commodities on the river has 
more capacity to grow. Whereas a lot 
of  our road infrastructure is falling 
behind the current need. There is a lot 
of  potential on the river still.” 

“Eighty-one million tons of  com-
modities pass through Olmsted each 
year. When the river is closed for work 
or lock repair, it freezes traffic until 
the work is completed. It is not good 
for our industry stake holders and 
partners to close the river. The annual 
net benefit is $640 million. So the $3.1 
billion, now $2.77 billion, project pays 
itself  off  in five years. Over a fifty-
year lifespan, it will pay for itself  10 
times over,” added Captain Nichols. 

In the coming years, Locks and 
Dams 52 and 53 will be disassembled 
completely. The Super Gantry crane 
used for the project will also be dis-
mantled and sold. The crane is the 
largest of  its kind in the world and is 
capable of  lifting 10.2 million lbs.
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The Tennessee Valley Authority 
is preparing to move forward with 
investments to change the way coal 
ash and other coal combustion 
residuals are handled and stored at 
Shawnee Fossil Plant in West Padu-
cah, Kentucky. 

As part of  a final 
Supplemental Envi-
ronmental Impact 
Statement published 
today, TVA is select-
ing its preferred op-
tion of  
closure-in-place and 
regrading of  the spe-
cial waste landfill 
and ash impound-
ment and construc-
tion of  a new 
process water basin 
at Shawnee. This 
new proposed alternative would re-
quire less movement of  CCR mate-
rial and results in greater stability 
of  the site than options previously 
considered. 

TVA looked at various options as 
part of  the draft SEIS, which was is-
sued for public comment in May. All 
comments submitted and TVA’s re-
sponses are noted in the final SEIS 
available at www.tva.com/nepa. A 

final record of  deci-
sion will be pub-
lished in about 30 
days. 

The options con-
sidered include tak-
ing no action, 
closure-in-place and 
regrading of  the spe-
cial waste landfill, 
and either reducing 
in size or closing in 
place the ash im-
poundment. This 
project would also 
include the con-

struction of  basins that will collect 
and treat process water from the 
plant. 

The updated projects are related 
to plans announced back in January 

as part of  TVA’s overall commit-
ment to move from wet to dry stor-
age of  coal ash and other CCR at all 
our coal-fired plants. At the time, 
TVA chose to further consider the 
alternatives for closure of  its wet 
ash impoundment and the special 
waste landfill at Shawnee before 
making a decision on those items. 

This SEIS does not impact the de-

cision to build a new dry storage 
landfill on a portion of  TVA prop-
erty near the eastern boundary of  
the site. This landfill will provide 
additional long-term disposal of  dry 
CCR produced at Shawnee. 

For more information about TVA 
and its 85-year mission of  service to 
the Tennessee Valley, go to 
www.tva.gov.
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All applications will be accepted without regard to age, race, religion, gender, or national origin. 
Each applicant must meet all basic requirements to be eligible for interview. Requirements are: 
17 years of age (18 at time of acceptance), high school graduate, GED or Associates Degree, 
YDOLG�GULYHUV�OLFHQVH��ELUWK�FHUWL¿FDWH�DQG�SURRI�RI�RQH�IXOO�FUHGLW�LQ�$OJHEUD����(OLJLEOH�DSSOLFDQWV�
must also obtain a minimum required score on an aptitude test given by the J.A.T.C. Applicants 
have 60 days from date of application to supply required information. Applicants will be selected 
for apprenticeship in order of the ranking received from their interview session.

APPRENTICESHIP OPPORTUNITY

The Paducah Electrical Joint Apprenticeship & Training Committee will 
EH�DFFHSWLQJ�DSSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�DSSUHQWLFHVKLS�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�)ULGD\�RI�HDFK�
month between the hours of 8:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. at the P.E.J.A.T.C. 
RI¿FHV�ORFDWHG�DW������6KDGH�7UHH�'U��3DGXFDK��.<�������

For more information, call 270-575-9646 or visit 
www.paducahelectricaljatc.com
For more information, call 270-575-9646 

or visit www.paducahelectricaljatc.com
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by Teresa Pearson 
Paducah Business Journal 

 
WICKLIFFE - According to the 

Army Corps of  Engineers website, 
the Army Corps of  Engineers has 
been responsible for planning and 
constructing the Olmsted Locks and 
Dam project on the Ohio River, 17 
miles upstream from the Mississippi 
River.  

The project was authorized in 1988 
at a cost of  $775 million and was esti-
mated to take 7 years. In 2012, the 
Corps sought an increase in its au-

thorized cost to 
$2.918 billion, 
with an estimated 
completion date 
of  2024. Reports 
by the Corps and 
others identified 
factors such as 
the selection of  
an innovative 
construction 

method, the use of  
a cost-reimburse-
ment contract, and 

limited funding as contributing to 
cost increases and schedule delays. 
Now at nearly 3 decades and 3.1 bil-
lion dollars, the project is about to be 
complete except for the demolition of  
the old locks and dams that the Olm-
sted project is replacing. 

The benefits are the safety, reliabil-
ity and reduced costs in moving cargo 
through the river versus the next 
available cheapest alternative, usu-
ally by rail or by truck. 

David Dale became the first Olm-
sted division chief  in 2012. Now re-
tired, Dale said, "There are three 
things I want to share with you that I 
think contributed to that success. 
One was the laser-like focus that we 
established to deliver the project 
ahead of  schedule and under budget 
with a very high level of  quality in a 
safe manner. The second part was the 
partnership we had with our AECOM 
contractor with the Corps employees 
and staff," he said. "The third item 
was a true focus on risk management, 
the active looking ahead at items that 
could impact the project and taking 

proactive measures to mitigate those 
and to deliver the program." 

According to the US Army Corps of  
Engineers, the new dam and locks 
will reduce passage time to less than 
one hour with the new system. Due to 
queuing at Lock and Dam Number 52 
and Lock and Dam Number 53, it can 
take cargo traffic 15 to 20 hours each 
to transit the locks the Olmsted com-
plex is intended to replace. 

The Corps Engineers actually de-
signed a dam which lies beneath the 
river, until it is needed. The Wicket 
Lifter Keen lifts those wickets to form 
a dam that holds the level of  the up-
stream navigation pool, enabling 
river traffic to pass safely through the 
newest locking facility.  

"Olmsted Dam will greatly improve 
the industry and will also be much 
safer as 52 had a history of  maritime 
casualty," said Coast Guard Com-
mander Luis Carmona at the Coast 
Guard Marine Safety Unit-Paducah.

Army Corps of  Engineers  
contributes to success of  project

Coast Guard  
Commander  
Luis Carmona
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Archway Marine 
Lighting

1360 Baur Blvd. • St. Louis, MO 63132
Safety & Survival equipment

Marine lighting products
Emergency lighting ballasts

Solar powered nav lights
Chem-lights
Wiring devices
Procell industrial batteries

Worklights
Searchlights
Full-line lamp manufacturer

Flotation products
L.E.D. Flanking Light
Aids to navigation
Ballasts
Searchlight bulbs

• ACR
• Aqua Signal
• Bodine
• BWF
• Carmanah
• Cyalume
• Cooper
• Duracell
• Empco-Lite
• Hella Marine
• IPEX
• Pauluhn

• Pelican
• Perko
• Philips Lighting

• Ray-0-Vac
• RAB
• Sealite
• Stearns
• Taylortec
• Universal
• Ushio
...And many others

ARCHWAY MARINE LIGHTING CATALOG
For Questions and Orders, Please Contact

Leo Bye and Stacy DeRienzo in Marine Sales

Toll Free 1-800-737-1314
1-800-627-1065

sderienzo@archwaymarinelighting.com • lbye@archwaymarinelighting.com

www.archwaymarinelighting.com

New MARAD Gateway office to 

bolster maritime community

by Kirk Trammell 
Paducah Business Journal 

 
On August 23, U.S. Secretary of  

Transportation Elaine Chao was in 
Paducah to announce that the Mar-
itime Administration (MARAD) 
will be opening a new Gateway of-
fice in the 500 block of  Broadway. 
Secretary Chao said, “Paducah has 
always been a natural hub for re-
gional inland waterway traffic be-
cause of  its specific and unique 
location. It is situated between the 
Tennessee, Ohio, Cumberland and 
Mississippi rivers. It really is Ken-
tucky’s crown jewel in terms of  
maritime importance.”  

Chao, who served as Deputy 
Maritime Administrator for 
MARAD as her first job in govern-
ment, went on to say, “Many differ-
ent cities were evaluated based on 
their location, maritime communi-
ties, cost of  living, access to indus-
try and many other factors. I think 
you should be so proud that Padu-
cah won the competition fair and 
square.”    

There are currently only ten 

Gateway office locations in the 
country: New York, N.Y.; Washing-
ton D.C.; Miami, Fla.; Chicago, Ill.; 
St. Louis, Mo.; Paducah, Ky.; New 
Orleans, La.; Houston, Texas; Los 
Angeles, Calif. and Seattle, Wash. 

Following these comments, Sec-
retary Chao announced that the di-
rector of  the new Gateway office 
will be Paducah’s own Chad 
Dorsey. Dorsey 

 
see MARAD page 36 

Secretary Chao announcing the opening of MARAD’s Paducah Gateway office.

  

Randy Bridge

Realty
2131 Oh

Paducah,

  

es, GRI

y Group
hio Street
, KY 42001

  

®T
y g

REALTOOR®//Ow

(270) 331-06
e-mail:  rbridges@rem
www.homesofpaducah   

,
wner 

648
ax.net
h.com



22 h PADUCAH BUSINESS JOURNAL •  AUGUST 2018



by Teresa Pearson 
Paducah Business Journal 

 
The section of  river 

that used to take 5 to 6 
hours to get through 
should now be accom-
plished in as little as 45 
to 50 minutes with the 
building of  the Locks 
and Dam 52 and 53 Re-
placement Project, 
known as the Olmsted 
Locks and 
Dam. 

The two 
locks that 
were built al-
most 90 
years ago, 52 
and 53, took 
a long time 
to maneuver 
for river 
barges carry-
ing goods be-
cause of  
deteriora-
tion.  

"At Olmsted Locks 
and Dam, the locking 
time is estimated to be 
30 minutes to 1 hour de-
pending on river condi-
tions and 
environmental condi-
tions," said Mick Aw-
brey, Deputy Chief  of  
Olmsted Division. 
"Compared to Locks 
and Dam 52 which 

takes one to one and a 
half  hours to lock. Olm-
sted replaces Locks and 
Dam 52 and 53, so it re-
duces the time required 
to lock through two sets 
of  locks." The river flow 
can be much faster and 
more efficient to get 
goods delivered on the 
river. 

Olmsted was author-
ized by the Water Re-

sources 
Development 
Act of  1988, 
and ground 
was initially 
broken in 
1993, but 
plans have 
been inhib-
ited by fed-
eral funding 
among other 
problems 
that came 

along during the 30 
year build.  

Some of  those prob-
lems included trying to 
build on land and then 
placing them in the 
river. Normally the 
Corps builds coffer-
dams to hold back 
water and allow work-
ers to assemble dams on 
the dry river bottom. 
This technique was 
used to reduce shipping 

delays since the river 
remained open during 
the construction of  the 
dam. 

The project that 
started out as a $775 
million dollar project 
turned into a $3.1 bil-
lion dollar project and 
nearly three decades. 

The launching of  the 
dam is expected to start 
saving tens of  millions 
of  dollars in overhead 
costs and assure more 
reliable and faster 
movement of  traffic 
along the river. Approx-
imately 90 million tons 
of  products, from coal 
to grains, transit 
through this area annu-
ally, according to the In-
land Waterways User 
Board. 

The Corps says more 
tonnage moves through 
the Olmsted stretch of  
the river than any 
other place in Amer-
ica's inland water navi-
gation system. 
"Commerce from 28 
states passes through 
this area," Col. An-
toinette Gant, Com-
mander of  the ACE 
Louisville District said. 

When Olmsted Dam 
opens it will deliver 
nearly $640 million in 

net annual economic 
benefits to the country 
by replacing Locks 52 
and 53 and no longer 
having to pay for their 

maintenance, according 
to the Army Corps of  
Engineers. 

The current schedule 
is for the dam to be op-

erational in October 
2018 and to complete 
the project, including 
removal of  Dams 52 & 
53, in December 2020.
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Website: www.jagco.net • Email: jagco@jagco.net

800-228-2626

5245 Old US Hwy 45 South
Paducah, KY 42003

CIVIL ENGINEERING • LAND SURVEYING
• SUBDIVISIONS
• GPS SERVICES • CONSTRUCTION
• GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATIONS
• WATER AND SEWER EXTENSIONS
• SITE DEVELOPMENT • FOUNDATION DESIGN

DUMMER SURVEYING & ENGINEERING SERVICES, INC.
270-444-0220 • 1-800-639-9312 • www.dsande.com

Olmsted Locks and Dam: The need for speed

Barge at Olmsted Dam

Col. Antoinette Gant
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The Laborers’ Local #1214 is honored and proud to have worked 
on the OLMSTED LOCKS and DAM project.

Our men and women take great pride in the work that’s been accomplished.

LABORERS’ LOCAL #1214  |  1415 South 3rd Street  |  Paducah, KY  |  270-442-3434

Perry Blades, Business Manager 
Bobby Garduno, General Foreman

Randy Whitis, Laborer Steward
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A 2005 to 2017 look at Olmsted Locks and Dam

August 2005 August 2017
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Coast Guard  
approves basic, 

advanced  
Marine fire 

fighting
KPI Staff Report 

 
The U.S. Coast Guard has ap-

proved Basic and Advance Ma-
rine Fire Fighting courses for 
Sept. 17 through 21.  

This course will train Mariners 
in Marine Fire Fighting utilizing 
state of  the art equipment and 
simulators. Factors such as fire 
causes, associated dangers, weld-
ing, smoking, poor housekeeping, 
and faulty equipment will be cov-
ered. Mariners will be taught 
proper use of  fire fighting equip-
ment with practical demonstra-
tion and live fire exercises.  

Officials say the course will 
satisfy U.S. Coast Guard regula-
tions for The Fire Prevention and 
Fire Fighting training require-
ments of  Section A-VI/1 of  the 
STCW Code, Advanced Fire 
Fighting per SCTW Code Section 
A-VI/3; Fire Prevention and Fire 
Fighting per 46 CFR 11.302(a)(2) 
and 46 CFR 12.602(a)(2); Basic and 
Advanced Fire Fighting per 46 
CFR 11.201(h)(2) and 46 CFR 
11.201(h)(3); Advanced Fire Fight-
ing per 46 CFR 11.303(a); Fire-
fighting requirement for a 
notional tankerman endorsement 
in 46 CFR 13.201(c)(3), 13.301(c)(3); 
13.401(d); and 13.501(c)(3); and the 
following Task from the National 
Assessment Guidelines of  NIVC 
08-14 Basic Training: 2.1.A 
through 3.8.D of  the Fire Preven-
tion and Fire Fighting section 
(complete); and NVIC 09-14 Ad-
vanced Fire Fighting: 1.1.A 
through 4.1.C (complete). 

For registration or additional 
information contact Captain 
Charles Carter at 
charles.carter@kctcs.edu or call 
270-534-3893. You can also visit 
www.logisticsandmarine.org
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MARITIME 
continued from PAGE 8 

 
 1997 at 29 S. Water St. and they 

have since trained over 15,000 
mariners; recently averaging close to 
1,000 students per year. 

Naomi Walker is the Director of  
Communications for SCI and she 
said, “Our courses are primarily for 
licensed personnel (continuing edu-
cation for Captains and Pilots). Typi-
cally, a class runs for two and a half  
days, which combines both classroom 

work and time on the simulator.” 
Walker went on to say that the 
courses they offer most frequently are 
Advanced Pilothouse Management 
and Bridge Resource Management. 

Last but not least, the U.S. Coast 
Guard is quite literally the guardian 
angel of  the maritime community. 
They serve to prevent maritime acci-
dents through vessel inspections and 
by improving navigation. 

Lieutenant Daniel Parker is the 
Chief  of  the Prevention Department 
at the Coast Guard’s Marine Safety 
Unit in Paducah. “The Coast Guard’s service to the river maritime indus-

tries is two-fold,” Lieutenant Parker 
explained. “First, the Coast Guard 
maintains the aids to navigation 
(buoys) throughout the river system 
that serve as guides to mariners, 
marking good water and providing a 
means of  assistance in navigating 
difficult stretches of  water. Secondly, 
the Coast Guard is charged with in-
specting all towing vessels and tank 
barges (carrying oil or hazardous ma-
terials) involved in commercial trade 
to ensure they are in compliance 
with all safety and security regula-
tions. A third aspect that the Coast 
Guard is involved in is responding to 
marine casualties that occur on the 
waterways. We investigate the cause 
to determine if  there is something 
that can be done to prevent similar 
accidents from occurring in the fu-
ture.” 

Lieutenant Parker went on to say, 

“The Coast Guard does not offer any 
specific training for barge or towing 
vessel workers. However, there are 
many Coast Guard approved courses 
offered in the local area through the 
Seaman’s Church Institute and at the 
West Kentucky Community and Tech-
nical College’s Inland Logistics & Ma-
rine Institute.” 

The future is bright for Paducah, 
specifically in maritime develop-
ment. But with that development, 
comes the added need for training 
and technology. The rivers are not 
just another highway; there are no 
white and yellow lines. The need for 
traffic control has never been greater. 
Thankfully, WKCTC’s Inland Logis-
tics & Marine Institute, the SCI’s 
Center for Maritime Education, the 
U.S. Coast Guard and the new 
MARAD Gateway office are all work-
ing toward the same goals: safety and 
efficiency in maritime navigation.
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3501 Starlite Drive • Paducah • 270-444-7011

Serving customers on the Ohio, Lower and Upper 
Mississippi, Illinois, Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers.
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87-5-5967
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Photo via the Seamen’s Church Institute
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Jennifer Franklin named Senior 
Deposit Officer at FNB Bank 

FNB Bank is proud to announce 
that Jennifer Franklin was recently 
named Senior Deposit Officer. In this 
new position, Jennifer will be re-
sponsible for the overall coordina-
tion and supervision of  the Deposit 
Operations department. Franklin 
previously served as Data Resource 
Manager for FNB and will continue 
in this role along with her new posi-
tion.  

Franklin is a 2005 graduate of  
Murray State University with a 
Bachelor of  Science degree in Eco-
nomics and Accounting. She also 
graduated from the Kentucky 
Bankers Association General Bank-
ing School in 2014. Jennifer resides 
in Mayfield with her husband, Cary 
and their two children: Alexis and 
Lucas. 

FNB Bank, founded in 1875, is one 
of  the oldest banks in the state of  
Kentucky and ranks among the high-

est in the nation in the area of  safety 
and soundness.  The bank currently 
has eight locations:  Mayfield Main, 
Mayfield Southside, Wingo, Lone 
Oak, Paducah, Murray, Cadiz Main, 
and Cadiz West.  FNB is member 
FDIC and an Equal Housing Lender.    
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by Mark Maynard 
Kentucky Today 

 
A robust government funding bill 

passed through the U.S. Senate on 
Thursday will have an impact on 
Kentucky’s military installations, 
help those trying to reenter the work-
force and provide tools to combat opi-
oid and substance abuse. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell, R-Ky., was influential 
through his role as a senior member 
of  the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee in pushing the bill that will 
impact Kentuckians. 

“As the senior senator for Ken-
tucky, I am proud to be in a position 
to help deliver crucial federal fund-
ing for programs and initiatives im-
portant to the commonwealth,” 
McConnell said in a release. “In my 
role as Senate Majority Leader, I 
have the opportunity to take special 
care of  Kentucky and bring national 
attention to the issues our communi-
ties are facing. This funding measure 
is a clear win for Kentucky.” 

The provisions McConnell secured 
in the bill included the following: 

DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS 
• More than $993 million for chemi-

cal agents and munitions destruction 
– including $880 million for the As-
sembled Chemical Weapons Alterna-
tives Program and more than $53 
million for the Chemical Stockpile 
Emergency Preparedness Program. 
Portions of  these funds will be used 
to support safe chemical demilita-
rization efforts at Blue Grass Army 
Depot in Richmond, Kentucky. 

• $217 million to support the Na-

tional Guard Counter-Drug Program. 
The Kentucky National Guard, work-
ing with Appalachia HIDTA, Ken-
tucky State Police, and other law 
enforcement agencies, will use por-
tions of  these funds to support mari-
juana eradication efforts in Eastern 
Kentucky. 

The funding bill also includes a 
$10 million increase over the Presi-
dent’s Budget request for the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agency, 
which supports the recovery of  miss-
ing military personnel, including 
from the Korean War.  

It also contains the largest military 
pay raise in nearly a decade of  2.6 
percent for service members, includ-
ing those serving in the common-
wealth. The defense appropriations 
measure will help military installa-
tions in Kentucky – Fort Campbell, 
Fort Knox, the Blue Grass Army 
Depot and Kentucky National Guard 
– to “count on the funding they need 
to continue their important opera-
tions,” McConnell said. 

LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES, EDUCATION APPRO-
PRIATIONS 

• Provisions adopted from Mc-
Connell’s Comprehensive Addiction 
Recovery through Effective Employ-
ment and Reentry (CAREER) Act, in-
cluding:  

    - $5 million in federal career and 
training services to assist individu-
als recovering from an opioid or sub-
stance abuse disorder transition 
from treatment to the workforce 

    - A provision directing the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
to work with states to include career 
counseling and/or job placement 
services as part of  the recovery sup-
port services provided by grant recip-
ients.  

• $5 million for a new Center for 
Disease Control initiative to help 
prevent the spread of  infectious dis-
eases like HIV and hepatitis B and C, 
instances of  which have increased 
due in large part to the opioid epi-

demic. The CDC is directed to priori-
tize high risk areas throughout the 
country, including 54 Kentucky coun-
ties.  

• $30 million through the U.S. De-
partment of  Labor (DOL) to provide 
career and training services to dislo-
cated workers in rural areas, includ-
ing dislocated coal workers in 
Kentucky.   

• More than $30 million for the 
American Printing House for the 
Blind in Louisville to continue its 
important work to create innovative 
products for visually impaired stu-
dents and people across the country.   

• More than $9 million in U.S. De-
partment of  Education funding to 
support work colleges like Berea Col-
lege and Alice Lloyd College in Ken-
tucky.  

The funding bill provides more 
than $3 billion in opioid funding, $95 
million for supporting safe schools 
and learning environments, more  

 
see MCCONNELL page 43 
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has 20 years of  maritime experience 

and received his Bachelor’s degree in 
Marine Transportation from the U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy.   

Secretary Chao noted, “The selec-
tion process was very rigorous. Please 
think of  Chad as your personal, direct 
line to the Maritime Administration.”  

“The new location and resources 
will allow MARAD to expand in the 
area around the Paducah hub, and be 
better able to support the Inland Ma-
rine Transportation System, its ports, 
service providers and vessel opera-
tors,” a recent MARAD news release 
explained. “Paducah’s proximity to 
three major river confluences will sup-
port stakeholders working to create a 
strong transportation network on our 
inland waterways.” 

MARAD’s Director for the Office of  
Gateways, William Paape, said, “The 
Inland Waterways Gateway Office in 
Paducah is primarily concerned with 
shallow draft inland marine trans-
portation. Shallow draft navigation 
serves 87% of  all major U.S. cities ac-

counting for 79% of  all domestic water-
borne freight. Inland barges carry 20% 
of  our Nations’ coal which produces 
10% of  our electricity. Over 60% of  our 
Nations’ grain exports move by inland 
barge accounting for $8.5 billion in ex-
ports. 

Director Paape went on to say, “The 
amount of  freight currently trans-
ported on our inland waterways is the 
equivalent of  58,000,000 truck trips. If  
inland waterway transportation were 
not available, the average number of  
trucks on our rural highways would 
increase by 33% which would result in 
a significant impact on safety, highway 
maintenance cost and fuel consump-
tion. The impact on rail transportation 
would result in 25% more tonnage 
transported by that mode resulting in 
impacts on safety, especially at rail 
crossings, congestion, especially in 
urban areas and increased fuel con-
sumption.” 

In further explaining the benefits of  
shipping via inland waterways, Direc-
tor Paape pointed out that one gallon of  
fuel will move one ton of  cargo 155 
miles by truck, 413 miles on by rail and 
576 miles by inland navigation.
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Wickliffe Paper Mill to reopen, employ 500 in west Kentucky

Gov. Matt Bevin recently an-
nounced Global Win Wickliffe LLC, 
a Chinese-owned paper products 
manufacturer, will reopen the for-
mer Verso Corp. mill in west Ken-
tucky’s Ballard County with a $150 
million investment expected to cre-
ate 500 full-time jobs. 

“Global Win Wickliffe will be a 
tremendous addition to West Ken-
tucky, and the 500 jobs associated 
with the reopening of  this paper 
mill will provide opportunities for 
years to come,” Gov. Bevin said. 
“Since the facility’s closure two 
years ago, our economic develop-
ment team has worked tirelessly 
alongside Verso to find the right 
match for the region’s workforce, 
and we are confident we have 
found that in the buyer. We want to 
thank Global Win Wickliffe for lo-
cating its first US operation in Ken-

tucky, and we wish the company 
much success in this exciting ven-
ture.” 

Executives of  Global Win Wick-
liffe signed a purchase agreement 
today with representatives of  
Verso to buy the facility for approx-
imately $16 million. The sale is ex-
pected to close around the 
beginning of  the third quarter of  
this year. The new owners plan to 
refurbish the mill with new equip-
ment and updated technology. 
Global Win Wickliffe executives 
anticipate reopening the mill by 
the end of  2018, with the facility 
producing pulp and brown paper 
packaging. The paper mill will be 
the buyer’s first US facility. 

“Global Win is excited to join the 
people of  Kentucky and Ballard 
County in restarting the Wickliffe 
mill,” said Tom Lawson, director of  

strategy for Global Win. “This is as 
much of  an investment in people 
as in new equipment and technol-
ogy. We look forward to a long suc-
cessful future for all the 
stakeholders of  Global Win Wick-
liffe.”  

Verso Chief  Executive Officer B. 
Christopher DiSantis said the sale 
will benefit all parties, including 
the community, the West Kentucky 
region and state.  

“Verso is very pleased to enter 
into this purchase agreement to 
sell our Wickliffe subsidiary and 
the associated assets, which will 
generate cash and eliminate our 
annual carrying costs of  the mill,” 
DiSantis said. “The transaction is 
also a victory for the local commu-
nity and state of  Kentucky, which 
will benefit from future investment 
in the site.”  

Verso, based in Miamisburg, 
Ohio, idled the facility in Novem-
ber 2015, furloughing 310 employ-
ees, as demand diminished for the 
mill’s coated paper products. The 
company closed the mill in July 
2016 and worked alongside state 
and local economic developers to 
identify and vet potential buyers. 

When the deal closes, the Wick-
liffe mill will become Kentucky’s 
eighth Chinese-owned facility. Cur-
rently, Chinese-owned operations 
employ approximately 8,200 people 
statewide, including about 6,000 at 
the GE Appliance Park in 
Louisville and 1,600 at Lexmark In-
ternational in Lexington. 

China ranks among Kentucky’s 
top export destinations, placing 
fourth through June 2018. Exports 

 
see WICKLIFFE page 38 
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 to China increased by 60 percent 

in 2017 thanks in large part to rising 
demand for Kentucky-made vehi-
cles, the Lincoln Navigator and 
MKC in particular.  

Sen. Danny Carroll, of  Paducah, 
said the arrival of  Global Win could 
be a difference maker for the west 
Kentucky workforce. 

“I want to welcome Global Win to 
Ballard County and thank the com-
pany for bringing much needed 
jobs back to our region,” Sen. Car-
roll said. “It says everything about 
our workforce and the available re-
sources in our area that the com-
pany has chosen Wickliffe for its 
first US operation. It required a lot 
of  people working together to make 
this project possible, and this prom-
ises to be a major boon for west 

Kentucky.” 
Rep. Steven Rudy, of  Paducah, 

said the community is ready for the 
new opportunity. 

“Global Win will be a great fit for 
west Kentucky, and I look forward 
to the company thriving in an area 
with a dedicated workforce that has 
awaited this type of  opportunity for 
the past two years,” Rep. Rudy said. 
“The paper mill is an important fac-
tor in the Ballard County economy, 
and its reopening is fantastic news. 
Thanks to the company and all 
those who made this project a real-
ity.” 

Ballard County Judge-Executive 
Todd Cooper said the project will 
positively impact more than just 
the local region. 

“We are so excited Global Win 
Wickliffe LLC has purchased the 
Wickliffe Paper Mill,” Judge-Execu-
tive Cooper said. “This will be a 
tremendous job creator and eco-

nomic engine for the entire Pur-
chase Region and surrounding 
states. I want to thank Gov. Bevin 
and the staff  of  the Kentucky Cabi-
net for Economic Development for 
the hard work and effort put forth to 
help Global Win Wickliffe locate in 
Kentucky.” 

Carlisle County Judge-Executive 
Greg Terry expressed gratitude for 
the group effort to reopen the paper 
mill. 

“Carlisle County is very excited 
to hear about the reopening of  the 
paper mill in Wickliffe. It’s a good 
day for western Kentucky to hear 
that the paper mill will be back in 
production,” Judge-Executive 
Terry said. “It’s also a blessing to 
the citizens of  our counties that 
there will be more jobs available. 
Ballard county leaders have worked 
tirelessly to make this happen.” 

To encourage the investment and 
job growth in the community, the 

Kentucky Economic Development 
Finance Authority (KEDFA) in a 
special meeting on Thursday pre-
liminarily approved the company 
for tax incentives up to $25 million 
through the Kentucky Business In-
vestment program. The perform-
ance-based incentive allows a 
company to keep a portion of  its in-
vestment over the agreement term 
through corporate income tax cred-
its and wage assessments by meet-
ing job and investment targets.   

In addition, Global Win can re-
ceive resources from the Kentucky 
Skills Network. Through the Ken-
tucky Skills Network, companies 
can receive no-cost recruitment and 
job placement services, reduced-
cost customized training and job 
training incentives. In fiscal 2017, 
the Kentucky Skills Network pro-
vided training for more than 120,000 
Kentuckians and 5,700 companies 
from a variety of  industry sectors. 



The tight labor market continues to 
be the biggest problem facing small 
businesses, with 37 percent of  owners 
reporting job openings they could not 
fill in the current period, a new survey 
high. Up one point from June, 13 per-
cent of  owners reported using tempo-
rary workers to compete in the tight 
labor market according to NFIB’s 
monthly jobs re-
port. 

“The July jobs re-
port shows the mag-
nitude of  small 
businesses that are 
growing and hiring 
at record levels, cre-
ating new jobs and 
opportunities for 
the workforce, and offering employees 
higher compensation,” said NFIB Pres-
ident and CEO Juanita D. Duggan. 

Job openings are most frequent in 
construction (57 percent), manufactur-
ing (46 percent), and wholesale trades 
(45 percent). Small business owners re-
ported job openings for both skilled 
and unskilled labor. Thirty-three per-
cent reported openings for skilled 
workers and 15 percent reported open-
ings for unskilled labor, both two 
points higher than June’s report. 

The number of  small businesses 

planning to create jobs across the coun-
try remains at record high levels in 
July, while owners added the largest 
number of  workers in 12 years. A sea-
sonally-adjusted net 23 percent are 
planning to create new jobs, up two 
points from June’s 21 percent. Owners 
added the largest number of  workers 
per firm since 2006, adding a net 0.37 

workers per firm on 
average. 

“Small business 
owners are continu-
ing to show that 
they’re looking to 
hire and willing to 
pay more to hire the 
right employees,” 
said NFIB Chief  

Economist Bill Dunkelberg. “Record 
job openings suggest that the economy 
can keep up its growth pace over the 
next few years if  the labor shortage 
can be resolved or mitigated.” 

Small businesses report a net 32 per-
cent of  higher worker compensation, 
up one point from last month. Plans to 
raise compensation rose one point to a 
net 22 percent, two points below the 
peak of  24 percent in January of  this 
year. 

 For more information about NFIB, 
please visit nfib.com. 
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NFIB shows owners adding 

workers, raising compensation

Owners continue reporting 

strong sales and profits
The Small Business Optimism 

Index marked its second highest 
level in the survey’s 45-year history 
at 107.9, rising to within 0.1 point of  
the July 1983 record-high of  108. The 
July 2018 report also set new records 
in terms of  owners reporting job cre-
ation plans and those with job open-
ings. A seasonally-adjusted net 23 
percent are planning to create new 
jobs, up three points from June. 
Thirty-seven percent of  all owners 
reported job openings they could not 
fill in the current period, a one-point 
increase from June.  

“Small business owners are lead-

ing this economy and expressing op-
timism rivaling the highest levels in 
history,” said NFIB President and 
CEO Juanita D. Duggan. “Expansion 
continues to be a priority for small 
businesses who show no signs of  
slowing as they anticipate more sales 
and better business conditions.” 

A net eight percent of  all owners 
(seasonally adjusted) reported 
higher nominal sales in the past 
three months compared to the prior 
three months. July is the eighth con-
secutive strong month of  reported  

 
see NFIB NEWS page 43 



by Mark Maynard 
Kentucky Today 

 
President Donald Trump will be 

making an appearance in 
Kentucky within the 
next six weeks, accord-
ing to the White House. 

The reason for 
Trump’s second visit to 
the commonwealth since 
being elected wasn’t 
specified but two White 
House officials told the 
Associated Press that the 
president would be trav-
eling to help Republican 
candidates prior to the 
midterm elections. 

He is expected to 
travel 40 days to various states be-
tween Labor Day and the Nov. 6 elec-
tion, the AP reported, to pump up the 

Republican base. 
President Trump’s visit to Kentucky 

may be to boost Republican incumbent 
Rep. Andy Barr in the Kentucky sixth 

district race with Demo-
cratic challenger Amy 
McGrath, a former Ma-
rine fighter pilot. The 
hotly contested district is 
one of  the most watched 
midterm races nation-
ally. 

Trump has some con-
nections with Kentucky’s 
elected leaders. U.S. Sen. 
Rand Paul is an occa-
sional golfing partner 
and Gov. Matt Bevin re-
cently met with Trump 
to discuss prison reform. 

Of  course, Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell has worked closely 
with President Trump as well.We provide “pass arounds” at no 

charge to those ordering from the 
menu. These “extras” are brought to 
you by servers carrying pots of fried 
okra, fried potatoes, macaroni and 

tomatoes, black-eyed peas, and
sorghum and honey.

Our “Pass Arounds” are now
offered as an entree themselves due 

to popular demand.

You’re always welcome at Lambert’s
Open 7 Days A Week

Closed Major Holidays

Hwy 65
Between Springfi eld

& Branson
(417) 581-ROLL

2305 East Malone
Sikeston, Missouri

(573) 471-4261

2981 S. Mckenzie
Foley, Alabama
(251) 943-ROLL

W id “ d ” t

Home Of The Throwed Rolls
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Bevin brief  filed in lawsuit
FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) - Attorneys for 

Kentucky Gov. Matt Bevin have filed a 
brief  in the appeal of  a lawsuit brought 
by Attorney General Andy Beshear to 
strike down changes to the state's strug-
gling retirement systems. 

The Courier Journal reports the 100-
page brief  filed Monday argues the ur-
gency of  the provisions of  the bill passed 
by the General Assembly in April, calling 
pension debt “a lead weight pulling the 

Commonwealth down into the depths of  
insolvency.” 

Franklin County Circuit Judge Phillip 
Shepherd struck down the law in June on 
procedural grounds, and it was directly 
appealed to the state Supreme Court. Oral 
arguments are scheduled for Sept. 20. 
Beshear's reply brief  is due Sept. 10. 

Bevin argues that the bill was passed in 
a common and constitutional manner and 
Shepherd's ruling must be overturned.

Kentucky officials seek fines 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) - Kentucky 

regulators say West Virginia Gov. Jim 
Justice's family coal companies are 
breaching their environmental respon-
sibilities. It's prompting a continuing 
court battle that could lead to the com-
panies paying millions in fines. 

The court battle is over a 2014 agree-
ment Justice made with the state to re-
store the environment at some eastern 
Kentucky mines. 

The restoration isn't done, and Ken-

tucky officials are arguing in court that 
the Justice companies cannot be trusted 
to fulfill its obligations. They are asking 
a judge to force the companies to pay 
the rest of  a $4.5 million fine after it 
was reduced to $1.5 million in the agree-
ment. 

Lawyers for the Justice companies 
say there has been significant progress 
on the restoration work and that state 
regulators “have an agenda to bring 
down the Justice companies.” 
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 taken on at such a large scale as 

we are proposing,” Miller’s office 
said. “It is our belief  that this 
method of  transportation would gen-
erate economic development for 
every industry that would utilize the 
service. This is the future of  freight 
transportation.” 

According to Miller’s office, “This 
service has the potential to have a 
significant and immediate impact on 
a four-state region (Kentucky, Illi-
nois, Tennessee, and Missouri). Di-
rect economic impact will be seen 
across a 200-mile radius from the de-
velopment of  manufacturing and 
distribution centers and increased 
opportunities in the construction, 
engineering and river industries in 
the Jackson Purchase region.”  

Miller noted that he is particu-
larly excited about the opening of  
the Olmsted Locks and Dam and the 
purchasing of  the Wickliffe paper 
mill by Global Win Wickliffe as re-

gional economic developments that 
will tie in to the Container on Barge 
service. 

Miller’s office recognizes that the 
Container on Barge service is the re-
sult of  hard work from many differ-
ent hands and organizations. 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, 
Senator Rand Paul and Congress-
man James Comer are among the 
most notable supporters. Regional 
leaders such as McCracken County 
Judge Executive Bob Leeper and 
Mayor Brandi Harless, and many 
other have been instrumental in the 
support of  Container on Barge. Fi-
nally, Executive Director Miller 
wanted to thank Branden Criman, 
the Director of  Inland Waterways 
Gateway from the U.S. Maritime Ad-
ministration (MARAD). 

“Without their tremendous sup-
port, this service would not be possi-
ble,” Miller’s office said. “We truly 
believe that this is a regional service 
and its greatest impact will be seen 
when everyone works together to 
benefit the region as a whole.” 
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SALE MANAGER:

TIM DIEVERT
478 Dry Fork Rd •Danville, KY  40422

tdievert@dievertsales.com
Office: 859.236.4591
Mobile: 859.238.3195
www.dievertsales.com 

Sale Day Phones: 
859.583.0364 or 859.238.3195

AUCTIONEER:
Eddie Burks

(270)991-6398

Saturday • September 8th, 2018 • 1 pm EDT
Central Kentucky Sales Pavilion - Danville, KY

16th Annual Ladies Day Sale

CENTRAL KENTUCKY
ANGUS ASSOCIATION

CENTRAL KY ANGUS ASSOC. OFFICERS
Henry Smith: President
Adam Chunglo: Vice-President
Joe Goggin: Secretary
John Goggin: Treasurer
Ann & Diana Covell: Jr Advisor
Bob Clark: Past President

CENTRAL KY ANGUS ASSOC. DIRECTORS

Roger Sparrow• Pete Dennen 
Danny Burris • Tom McGinnis
Jared Ayres • Tim Shepherd
Logan Goggin • Jason Crowe

RINGMEN:

Alex Tolbert...........................706-338-8733
Harrodsburg, KY

Tim Dietrich...........................859-619-0342
Lawrenceburg, KY

Logan Goggin........................859-516-3199
Danville, KY

Selling 51 Cows/21 Calves • 18 Bred Heifers 
9 Open Heifers • 2 Embyros

SALE MANAGER:
Tim Dievert

(859)238-3195

SALE MGMT TEAM MEMBER:
Logan Goggin
(859)516-3199

Service Realty, Inc.
Residential • Commercial • Auction

270-562-1324
Ella Burgess

(270) 442-2100
3225 Coleman Road

1138 Old Calvert City Road, Calvert City
3 bedroom, 3 bath home on large 1.88 acre lot. Approximately 2340 sq ft. 

Lg. front yard puts you back off the road & back yard boasts a deck & patio area. $160,000.

234 Forest Circle, Paducah
This gorgeous west end home is full of charm with all of the updates to enjoy. 4 bedrooms, 3 

baths, updated kitchen, hardwood throughout. $242,500.

536 E Clay Street, Clinton

metal roof, new paint, enclosed back porch and many more updates. $44,900.

218 Green Street, Wickliffe

Hwy 51. Parking more than adequate. Great opportunity for all 
types of businesses. $99,000.

940 Royal Ave, Paducah
3 bedroom, 3 bath home with brand new vinyl siding and many updates inside and out. The 

large backyard and deck area are wonderful for relaxing and entertaining. $159,900.

572 County Farm Road, Wickliffe
This 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath home is a real charmer! Gorgeous updated kitchen, large breakfast 

nook, large detached garage on property, as well. $169,900.

66 State Route 1820, Cunningham

updated bathrooms. Detached garage with electric and concrete 
$79,900.

Very cozy 3 bedroom, 2 bath. Back yard is nice size, screened 
in porch is a nice perk. Located within minutes of all the 

$74,900.

NFIB NEWS 
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sales gains after years of  

low or negative numbers.  
A net 35 percent of  owners 
expect better business con-
ditions, ticking up two 
points from June. 

Additional July high-
lights include: 

• The percent of  owners 
citing the availability of  
qualified workers as their 
number one business prob-
lem landed one point 
below the record high. 

• Reports of  compensa-
tion increases remained 
strong. 

• Capital spending main-
tained a respectable pace 
but did not display the ex-
uberance of  its fellow indi-
cators, although spending 
plans did post a gain. 

• Plans to add to inven-
tory holdings were strong 
as strong sales continue to 
deplete stocks. 

• Profits continued to 
perform, and more firms 
raised prices, something 
that is easier when de-
mand is strong. 

“Small business owners 
have never been so opti-
mistic for so long, helping 
to power the second 
longest expansion in his-
tory,” said NFIB Chief  
Economist Bill Dunkel-
berg. “Despite challenges 
in finding qualified work-
ers to fill a record number 
of  job openings, they’re 
taking advantage of  this 
economy and pursuing 
growth.” 

Fifty-nine percent re-
ported hiring or trying to 
hire (down four points), 
but 52 percent (88 percent 

of  those hiring or trying to 
hire) reported few or no 
qualified applicants for the 
positions they were trying 
to fill.  Twenty-three per-
cent of  owners cited the 
difficulty of  finding quali-
fied workers as their single 
most important business 
problem (up two points), 
one point below the 45-
year record high. 

About the Small Busi-
ness Economic Trends 

The NFIB Research Cen-
ter has collected Small 
Business Economic Trends 
data with quarterly sur-
veys since the 4th quarter 
of  1973 and monthly sur-
veys since 1986. Survey re-
spondents are drawn from 
a random sample of  
NFIB’s membership. The 
report is released on the 
second Tuesday of  each 
month. This survey was 
conducted in July 2018. For 
more information about 
NFIB, please visit 
nfib.com.

U.S. Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell 
helped push through a  
government funding bill 
that benefits  
Kentucky's military and 
also provides  
relief for those  
reentering the  
workforce and to f 
ight the opioid  
epidemic in the state.  
 
Photo via  
Kentucky Today

MCCONNELL 
continued from PAGE 35 

 
than $39 billion in National 

Institutes of  Health funding, 
of  which $500 million will be 
dedicated to research on opi-
oid addiction and pain man-
agement.  

The bill also increases the 
maximum award for Pell 
grants to help low-income stu-
dents afford higher education.   

“The legislation also has 

provisions from the CAREER 
Act, which will dedicate new 
federal funds to career and 
training services so that re-
covering substance abuse pa-
tients can transition back 
into the workforce and re-
build their lives,” McConnell 
said. 

The legislation goes to a 
conference committee to fi-
nalize the differences between 
the Senate and House ver-
sions of  the bills. 
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State releases county  

unemployment data for July 2018

Unemployment rates fell in 110 
Kentucky counties between July 2017 
and July 2018 and rose in 10 counties, 
according to the Kentucky Center for 
Statistics (KYSTATS), an agency of  
the Kentucky Education and Work-
force Development Cabinet. 

Woodford County recorded the 
lowest jobless rate in the Common-
wealth at 3.5 percent. It was followed 
by Campbell County, 3.6 percent; 
Boone and Kenton counties, 3.7 per-
cent each; Fayette, Oldham and Scott 
counties, 3.8 percent each; Jessamine 
County, 4 percent; and Allen and 
Simpson counties, 4.2 percent each. 

Magoffin County recorded the 
state’s highest unemployment rate 
at 13.8 percent. It was followed by 
Carter County, 9.7 percent; Elliott 
County, 9.4 percent; Wolfe County, 
9.1 percent; Leslie County, 8.8 per-
cent; Harlan County, 8.5 percent; 
Clay and Knott counties, 8.1 percent 
each; and Breathitt, Jackson, 
Lawrence and Owsley counties, 8 
percent each. 

Kentucky’s county unemployment 
rates and employment levels are not 
seasonally adjusted because of  small 
sample sizes. Employment statistics 
undergo sharp fluctuations due to 
seasonal events such as weather 
changes, harvests, holidays and 
school openings and closings. Sea-
sonal adjustments eliminate these in-
fluences and make it easier to 

observe statistical trends. The com-
parable, unadjusted unemployment 
rate for the state was 4.9 percent for 
July 2018, and 4.1 percent for the na-
tion. 

Kentucky’s seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate was released last 
week and can be viewed at 
https://bit.ly/2PhkFOU. In that re-
lease, Kentucky’s statewide unem-
ployment rate and employment 
levels are adjusted to observe statisti-
cal trends by removing seasonal in-
fluences such as weather changes, 
harvests, holidays and school open-
ings and closings. For more informa-
tion regarding seasonal fluctuations, 
visit the U.S. Bureau of  Labor Statis-
tics at 
https://www.bls.gov/cps/cps_htgm.
htm#why. 

Unemployment statistics are 
based on estimates and are compiled 
to measure trends rather than actu-
ally to count people working. Civil-
ian labor force statistics include 
non-military workers and unem-
ployed Kentuckians who are actively 
seeking work. They do not include 
unemployed Kentuckians who have 
not looked for employment within 
the past four weeks. The data should 
only be compared to the same month 
in previous years. 

Learn more about Kentucky labor 
market information at https://kys-
tats.ky.gov/KYLMI. 

Olmsted Ribbon Cutting,  
Dedication held August 30
Staff Report 

 
The Louisville District hosted 

the Olmsted Locks and Dam rib-
bon cutting ceremony Thursday, 
Aug. 30 at the Olmsted Locks 
and Dam, located at 567 New 
Dam Road, Olmsted, IL  62970. 

The event included keynote 
remarks from U.S. Senate Major-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell of  

Kentucky; Illinois Senator 
Richard Durbin; Secretary of  
the Army Dr. Mark Esper; Assis-
tant Secretary of  the Army for 
Civil Works, Mr. R.D. James; 
and Chief  of  Engineers Lt. Gen. 
Todd Semonite. The ceremony 
also featured the dedication of  
the Wicket Lifter Keen, and the 
first commercial lockage 
through the facility. RAINBOW

SEAMLESS

GUTTERS
Benton, KY

ALAN NOLES

527-8900

5" & 6"
Seamless
Gutters

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

New &

Replacement

Windows

• LYNDA
This online video learning platform helps anyone learn 
business, software, technology and creative skills. 
Thousands of videos on hundreds of topics.

• EXPLORA

and topic pages for your next research paper with one 
easy-to-use tool.

• LEARNING EXPRESS LIBRARY
Learning tools, career help, college prep, computer skills, 
job skills and more. Also contains resources en Espanol.

• DIGITAL COLLECTIONS
Learn more about the history and stories of Paducah with the 
library’s collection of historical images and documents.

McCracken County Public Library
555 Washington St • Paducah, KY • 270-442-2510

The myMCLIB App
These tools and more are available at mclib.net/research

• View and Renew checkouts • View, Suspend, and Cancel Holds • View 
Fines • Link Multiple Cards • Search and Place Holds • View Library 

Events • Quick Links to Freegal and Flipster • Library Hours • Contact 
and Location Info • Built-in Scannable Library Cards

App available for iOS/Apple devices with iOS 8 or higher 
and Android devices with Android 4.0.3 or higher

MEET THE 
DOCTORS

Call 270-442-7389 to advertise!
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Paducah Board of Realtors 
Monthly Sales Statistics - Comparison Report - January-July 2018

 
 
MCCRACKEN - 
RESIDENTIAL 

 

UNITS SOLD 

 
 
 
 

VOLUME SOLD 

 
 
 
 

AVG. PRICE 

 
 
 
 

MEDIAN PRICE 

 
 
 
 

AVG. DAYS  
ON MARKET 

 
 
 

ACTIVE LISTINGS 

 
 
 
 

AVG. LIST PRICE

CURRENT PERIOD 2018 474 $77,098,277 $165,654 $139,000 114 1175 $169,075

PREVIOUS PERIOD - 2017 488 $75,021,302 $153,732 $134,250 115 1182 $161,108

INCREASE/DECREASE -14 $2,076,975 $8,922 $4,750 -1 -7 $7,968

% CHANGE -3% 3% 6% 4%  -1% 5%

CURRENT PERIOD 2018 26 $5,403,662 $207,833 $32,000 251 385 $224,196

PREVIOUS PERIOD - 2017 38 $5,088,274 $133,901 $49,893 413 354 $146,135

INCREASE/DECREASE -12 $315,388 $73,932 -$17,893 -162 31 $78,061

% CHANGE -32% 6% 55% -36% -40% 9% 53%

CURRENT PERIOD 2018 23 $7,774,700 $338,030 $167,500 216 235 $407,569

PREVIOUS PERIOD - 2017 24 $5,736,928 $239,038 $127,500 251 226 $285,152

INCREASE/DECREASE -1 $2,037,772 $98,992 $40,000 -35 9 $122,417

% CHANGE -4% 36% 41% 31% -14% 4% 43%

 
MCCRACKEN - 
COMMERCIAL

 
MCCRACKEN - 
LOTS/LAND

* Note:  Not all Residential and Commercial Properties, listed/sold, are placed in the Regional MLS system, therefore these figures are not guaranteed to reflect all sales.
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A ribbon cutting was held Aug. 10 for the grand opening of JourneyPure Paducah, 
located at 3229 Coleman Rd. The facility is a comprehensive outpatient addiction 
treatment program designed to meet the needs of individuals. Shelly Baer, Clinical 
Director, prepares to cut the ribbon for its grand opening celebration.

Mercy Health – Paducah Physical and Pain Medicine held a ribbon cutting and bless-
ing on Aug. 7. The office is located at 1532 Lone Oak Rd., Suite 320, in Paducah. 
Services include ultrasound-guided procedures, medication management and ther-
apy and care coordination. For more information call 270-415-3830.

A ribbon cutting was held over the summer for The Gentry House in Murray. The Gentry 
House serves families in a housing crisis situation. Units were recently updated to better 
serve those in need of services. 

The Murray-Calloway County Chamber of Commerce welcomed MedCare Home Medical 
to its membership. The business serves the area with home medical equipment and 
more. 

Revolution H. Salon held its grand opening of the new location at 3107 Jackson St. 
in Paducah. The ribbon cutting and open house was held Aug. 6. Revolution H. is a 
full service salon offering a wide variety of services from basic hair cuts to tanning 
and more. Call 270-415-5346 for an appointment. 

Jarvis Vision Center broke ground on its new facility located at North 4th Street in 
Murray. The new building is expected to be twice the size of its current office space, 
allowing the continued growth of the business and additional room to serve patients. 
The building will also have additional space for other medical practices at the location. 

Local Chamber of Commerce Ribbon Cuttings
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