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Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy

As we travel the state, the suc-
cess of  these tobacco settlement
funds is everywhere.  When the
money arrived in 1998, we had
46,000 tobacco farmers.  Cash re-
ceipts at farm gate were $3.7 bil-
lion and tobacco accounted for 25
percent of  that total.  Today we
have less than 4,600 tobacco farm-
ers with cash receipts having
been as high as $6.5 billion with
tobacco less than seven percent of
that total.  Agriculture has in-
creased farm gate cash receipts
by $2 billion since the arrival of
these funds.  It is working!

1. Last week, I attended the
stockholders meeting for the Hop-
kinsville Elevator Company.  This
is an open cooperative, sharing
profits back to the farmer from 
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by Ryan Quarles, 

Kentucky Commissioner of Agriculture

FRANKFORT  —
It’s that time of  the
year: The days are
growing shorter, the
leaves are changing
colors, and farmers
are harvesting crops.
Autumn provides a
great opportunity

for Kentuckians to get outside and
explore the many agricultural desti-
nations in our state. A recent study
shared by The Washington Post re-
vealed that an estimated 16.4 million
Americans incorrectly think choco-
late milk comes from brown cows.
While I think in Kentucky we know
a bit better than the average Ameri-
can about how our food gets from the
farm gate to the dinner plate, there’s
no better time like the fall season to
learn about agriculture at any of
our fine pumpkin patches, orchards,
and other agritourism locations.

The first thing that comes to mind
for many during October is a large
orange pumpkin. Nothing is more
fun than taking your children,
grandchildren, nieces, or nephews to

select their very own Kentucky
Proud pumpkin. Fortunately, there
are numerous Kentucky pumpkin
patches you can visit this fall.

Friends in the western part of
Kentucky can head over to Chaney’s
Dairy Barn for ice cream and family
fun. You can’t miss Chaney’s big red
barn and jumbo jumping pillow lo-
cated right off  of  31W South near
Bowling Green. Add the corn mazes
and pumpkins, and your family is
sure to have a great time. Before you
leave, you must indulge in Chaney’s
ice cream, which was named the top

ice cream in Kentucky by USA
Today.

Farther west, Wurth Farms in Mc-
Cracken County offers hayrides on
weekends (weather permitting) and
is decked out in a vast array of
pumpkins and gourds. In eastern
Kentucky, Imel’s Greenhouse is the
place to go for pumpkins and plants
that will provide fall color for your
home, and the kids can romp in the
playground while you shop. Two Sis-
ters Pumpkin Patch near 

See FUN FARMS, page 12

Fall into Kentucky agriculture at a fun farm destination Tobacco
Settlement

Funds

School kids visit Wurth Farms every fall for a day of hayrides and pumpkins.
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several companies involved in the
process of  marketing grain and
ethanol.  Over 4,000 farmers in 61
counties shared over $39 million this
year.  The elevator, the ethanol plant
and even the seed and fertilizer input
company made money and all shared
it back with farmers. It is a perfect
example of  extending beyond the
trailer gate to benefit farmers finan-
cially.  We believe this is the most
successful project ever funded by the
Kentucky Agricultural Development
Board (KADB). 

2. The county funds have no doubt
had the greatest effect on the most
number of  farms.  The county cost
share program has improved genet-
ics, forages and conservation meth-
ods to produce more with less.
Having invested in a diversity of
agriculture, we have figure out what
we do best and how to do it better.
One example of  success is Rockcas-
tle County, now with 167 hay barns,
and every county has a story. 

3. The Kentucky Agricultural De-
velopment Fund (KADF) has now
funded five robotic milkers.  Yes,
cows milking themselves, as much as
three times a day.  Cows are lasting
longer and giving more milk.  Who
would have ever imagined that one
would not have to go to the barn to
milk the cows?  This is what agricul-
ture and science look like in 2017.

4. I attended my first fashion show
a couple weeks ago.  A couple came
in several years ago with alpacas and
sheep.  They wanted to take the fiber
and make cloths.  The project re-
quired them to redesign the looms.
Today, approximately 200 FeltLOOMs
have been sold in 17 countries. It is
never about the project but always
about the people.

5. Kentucky Proud has opened the
door for local food.  There are 160
farmers markets in 111 counties and
counting.  The number of  USDA in-
spected meat processors has doubled
since the arrival of  these funds.
There is a difference between eating
out of  the garden and eating out of  a
can and people are realizing that.
They want Kentucky Proud local
products.  Kentucky Proud is funded

by the KADF.
6. The Kentucky Beef  Network

(KBN) is helping farmers sell heav-
ier, healthier and better calves.  Mas-
ter cattleman, master grazer, master
stocker are all KBN programs
funded with the KADF.  The Inte-
grated Resource Management (IRM)
concept is now synchronizing nearly
7,000 cows weaning, managing and
marketing in groups.  Kentucky’s
one million cows are better because
of  the KADF investment.

7. The Kentucky Dairy Develop-
ment Council (KDDC) was the first
representation for the dairy industry
in Kentucky.  KDDC programs have
maintained a billion pounds of  milk
production, while losing hundreds of
dairies.  Value-added and agri-
tourism projects are allowing farm-
ers to take more control of  the value
of  their production.

8. The Kentucky Horticulture
Council (KHC) represents everything
from vegetables to grapes to nursery
production, both conventional and
organic.  KHC is proactive with re-
search, food safety and all issues re-
quired to fit the market place.

9. The Kentucky Center for Agri-
cultural and Rural Development
(KCARD) is one of  our most cher-
ished projects.  A nonprofit organiza-
tion that evaluates hundreds of
entrepreneurial ventures and helps
to develop business plans, perform
feasibility studies and serve as a
third party to tell you the truth, even
when you might not want to hear it.
As agriculture grows, the effort to
help the next project not make the
same mistakes as the first is KCARD
at its best.  

I wish I could take you with me so
you could see all the success these to-
bacco settlement funds have created.
With over $2 billion more dollars
flowing through Kentucky’s econ-
omy annually, the investment in
agriculture by four governors and so
many legislators has paid off.  The
knowledge we have today compared
to 15 years ago is the exciting part.
This experience has given us the
ability to smartly invest the KADF
each year to grow Kentucky.  We
have been blessed.

Warren Beeler
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by Kate Prince

KPI Staff Writer
kpikate@gmail.com

Have you ever thought about the
different lifestyles of  bulls? Some
are raised for breeding while others
are groomed for entertainment,
which results in very different
paths. 

Bulls used for breeding must be
very sound and meet many criteria.
The bull must be willing and able to
service a high percentage of  cows.
They also can’t have any abnormali-
ties with their feet, legs or genitalia. 

“Having a genetically sound bull
is key to our herd,” Rebekah Tatum
commented. Tatum and her family
are cattle farmers in western Ken-
tucky. “We raise Red Angus replace-
ment heifers. We pride ourselves on
knowing they are leaving our farm
with exactly what the next cattle
farmer needs. From calving ease to
birth weight, we want to know our

bull is giving us the quality we ex-
pect.”

If  a bull is going to be raised for
meat, they must be castrated at an
early age because the hormones pro-
duced result in a bad taste to the
meat. Many times, a veterinarian is
required, but cattle farmers are
often trained in performing the pro-
cedure. Bulls reach puberty around
9 to 10 months of  age and after their
second birthday, they have increased
fertility. 

Bull breeding basically has three
seasons: pre-breeding, breeding, and
post-breeding recovery. When begin-
ning to breed, bulls should service as
many females as his age. For exam-
ple, if  the bull is 18 months old, he
could service about 18 females. Usu-
ally the maximum number is 50 fe-
males. Top performing bulls breed
approximately 6 to 8 cows each day. 

“We try to keep calving to spring
time only,” Tatum added. “We re-
cently pulled our bull off  the herd to

get him back in shape for summer.”
Rodeo bulls are carefully bred.

After they’re born, they are fed three
meals a day and have lots of  atten-
tion given to them. At the age of  8,
they start the circuit. The bulls are
groomed to basically work a total of
three minutes a year in eight-second
shifts. 

Not all bulls are capable of  being
in the professional bull riding cir-
cuit. Genetics play a huge roll in
their ability. Saying all bulls are suit-
able would be like saying all basket-
ball players are prepared to play in
the NBA. Genetics play a huge roll
in whether a or not a bull has the de-
sire and ability to buck.

Rodeo bulls usually live well into
their teens. Their prime age for
rodeo life is around 6, but in their re-
tirement years, they are often used
as sires. 
When it comes to bull fighting, bulls
are selected for their aggression,
strength and stamina. The mothers

of  bulls are given a test known as a
“tienta” that shows if  the animal re-
acts in a predictable way. It is said
that bull fighting qualities come
from the mother. After the test, the
male offspring of  the mothers that
pass will enter the ring to fight
around 4 years of  age. 

According to several internet
searches, it is said that bulls are kept
in a dark room and have different
things done to them to increase their
aggression just before a fight. When
the bull then enters the ring, it is up
against a matador, who usually wins
by killing the bull. 

After a fight, bulls are typically
taken to a slaughterhouse and are
sold for food. According to an article
published by Paul D. Thacker, who
interviewed butcher Javier Soto Za-
balza, “Bull meat has a wild taste be-
cause the bull dies in the fever of  the
fight.” Bull meat also sells for a
cheaper price because of  the lesser
quality. 

The many different lives of  bulls

o

(800) 0381851- l
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Equine Veterinary Service
(EVS)

Dr. Tony Hicks and Equine Veteri-
nary Service (EVS) have been serv-
ing the equine community since
1994. In 2016, Dr. Jennie Cook joined
the practice.

EVS is an equine surgical, med-
ical facility located in Paducah, KY.

Dr. Hicks specializes in advanced
lameness diagnostics and treatment,
chiropractic and acupuncture.

Dr. Cook specializes in preventa-
tive and internal medicine.

We understand the special bond
between you and your horse and
know you want the very best care
possible. 

EVS offers advanced lameness di-
agnostics & treatment, chiropractic,
acupuncture, digital imaging, den-
tistry, in house Coggins lab & blood
machine, surgery, pre purchase
exams, vaccines & deworming, cor-
rective shoeing, canine acupuncture
and chiropractic and equine nutri-
tional consultation.

4025 Coleman Cut Road Paducah,
KY 42001

Phone: (270) 554-6601 Emer-
gency/After Hours: (270) 441-2086

Bovien Consulting Associates
LLC

Veterinarian in Mayfield, Ken-
tucky - 514 W Lee St, Mayfield, KY
42066 Phone: (270) 247-0112

Westside Veterinary Service
  Westside Veterinary Service, lo-

cated in Murray, KY, is a full service
veterinary group providing an opti-
mal level of  care for many species of
animals. From our two board certi-
fied specialists to our 24 hour emer-
gency service, we are committed to
providing high quality care for our
patients. Our hospital is certified by
the American Animal Hospital Asso-
ciation (AAHA), meeting or exceed-
ing all standards.  We offer general
preventive care as well as specialist
surgical procedures. Dedicated to
caring for your pet's needs from the
youngsters to the mature adults and
look forward to helping you ensure
your pet stays happy and healthy.

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:30

am to 6:00 pm
Saturday 7:30 am to 1:00 pm
Sunday Closed
1271 Robertson Road South Mur-

ray, KY 42071-4650- Phone: (270) 753-
6749

West Kentucky Emergency Vet-
erinary Services

Dr. Wynn - Emergency veterinary
services available nights, weekends,
and holidays - when your regular vet
isn't open.

At West Kentucky Emergency Vet-
erinary Services, our family is here
to help you and your pet by having
an emergency after hours clinic. 

Location: 2402 New Holt Road, Pa-
ducah. 270-554-3111

Fox Equine Services
Veterinarian in Paducah, Ken-

tucky. Phone: (270) 210-4959

Coffee Memorial Animal Clinic
Dr. Greg Rodgers & Dr. Terra

Bowles
Veterinary care in La Center, Ken-

tucky - 275 W Kentucky Dr, La Cen-
ter, KY 42056. Phone: (270) 665-9146

Mayfield Veterinary Clinic,
PSC

Animal hospital in Mayfield, Ken-
tucky

Address: 501 W James St, May-
field, KY 42066 - Phone: (270) 247-2915

Hours: · 7:30AM–5PM

Flanary Veterinary Clinic
LaNita S. Flanary, DVM & Dr.

Rushing D.V.M., 
Veterinarian in Reidland, Ken-

tucky
Address: 200 Eagle Nest Dr, Padu-

cah, KY 42003 - Phone: (270) 898-9738
Hours:  8AM–5PM

Ceglinski Animal Clinic
Rennie Church, DVM John Kelley,

DVM & Laura Williams, DVM
Animal hospital in McCracken

County, Kentucky
Address: 5401 Blandville Rd, Padu-

cah, KY 42001- Phone: (270) 554-0171
Hours: · 8AM–5PM

Paducah Veterinary Clinic
Emergency veterinarian service

in Paducah, Kentucky - 3205 Central
Ave, Paducah, KY 42001 - Phone:
(270) 443-8835

Lone Oak Animal Clinic
Dr. Mitzi Richardson, Dr. Jason

Rodgers, Dr. Mark Brooking
Veterinarian in Lone Oak, Ken-

tucky - 3014 Oregon St, Paducah, KY
42001 - Phone: (270) 554-0385

Mon-Fri: 8am - 5pm
Sat: 8am - Noon

Cummings Veterinary Clinic
Veterinarian in Woodlawn-Oak-

dale, Kentucky
Address: 3800 Clarks River Rd, Pa-

ducah, KY 42003 - Phone: (270) 443-
7541 - Hours: · 8AM–5PM

Reidland Veterinary Clinic
Animal hospital in Reidland, Ken-

tucky
Address: 5030 Reidland Rd, Padu-

cah, KY 42003 - Phone: (270) 898-7362

Progressive Animal Healthcare
Dr. Amy Kerley
Veterinarian in Paducah, Ken-

tucky
Address: 2630 James Sanders

Blvd, Paducah, KY 42001 - Phone:
(270) 558-3070

Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Animal Wellness Center
Veterinarian in Kentucky
Address: 120 Cave Thomas Dr, Pa-

ducah, KY 42001 - Phone: (270) 534-
9333.

Animal Clinic
Veterinarian in Crittenden

County - Address: 3841 US-60, Mar-
ion, KY 42064 - Phone: (270) 965-2257

Ward Animal Clinic
Veterinarian in Fulton, Kentucky
Address: 206 Nolan Ave, Fulton,

KY 42041- Phone: (270) 472-2886

Marshall Co Veterinary Clinic
Veterinarian in Benton, Kentucky

-  1516 Main St, Benton, KY 42025 -
Phone: (270) 527-3767

Animal Practice of  Marion
Veterinary care in Crittenden

County - Address: 1597 US-60, Mar-
ion, KY 42064 -Phone: (270) 965-1600 -
Hours: 7:30am–5:30pm

Kentucky Lake Equine Hospi-
tal Veterinarian in Marshall County,
Kentucky - 4224 Mayfield Hwy, Ben-
ton, KY 42025 - Phone: (270) 527-6655

Hours: 9AM–5PM

Murray Animal Hospital
Dr. Terry Canerdy, Dr. Michelle

Westerfeld, Dr. Laura Ken Hoffman
& Dr. Karen Pressley

1601 College Farm Road Murray,
KY 42071. Phone: (270) 753-2088

Hours: Monday- Friday 7am to
7pm Saturday 8am to 1pm

Heartland Veterinary Hospital
Veterinary care in McCracken -

3137 Olivet Church Rd, Paducah, KY
42001 - Phone: (270) 443-9911 - Hours:
· 8am–5pm

River's Edge Veterinary Hospi-
tal, INC.

Dr. Karla Cunningham & Dr. Rus-
sell B. Jones

Animal hospital in Metropolis,
Illinois - 720 Kennedy Dr, Metropolis,
IL 62960 - Phone: (618) 524-7500 -
Hours: · 8am–5:30pm

Animal Kare Center
Dr. Niki Henderson
Animal hospital in McCracken

County -Address: 2625 Olivet Church
Rd, Paducah, KY 42001 - Phone: (270)
554-5273 - Hours: · 8am–5pm

Calvert City Animal Hospital
Animal hospital in Calvert City, 
Address: 4267 US-62, Calvert City,

KY 42029 -Phone: (270) 395-8333
Hours:  8am–4pm.

Lakeland Animal Hospital
Animal hospital in Marshall

County - Address: 2044 US-641, Ben-
ton, KY 42025 - Phone: (270) 527-8480

Reelfoot Animal Hospital
A full-service veterinary medical

facility, located in Union City, TN.
The professional and courteous staff
at Reelfoot Animal Hospital seeks to
provide the best possible medical
care, surgical care and dental care
for their highly-valued patients. 

402 West Reelfoot Ave Union
City,TN 38261-3126 - Phone: (731) 885-
1943. Hours: Mon-Fri: 7:30am -
5:30pm Sat: 7:30am - 12:00pm

Veterinarian Clinics
*Farm Animals

Veterinarian Clinics

Veterinarian Hospitals
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Among Twenty-Seven Agricultural Invest-
ments approved more than $1.4 million in-
vested in Kentucky Agricultural Development

Funds

The Kentucky Agricultural Devel-
opment Board approved $1,498,479 in
27 agricultural diversification and
rural development projects across
the Commonwealth at its monthly
board meeting.

Poultry Processing Facility Ex-
pansion

Marksbury Farm Foods, LLC was
approved for up to $63,100 in State
and multiple County funds to pur-

chase equipment to expand its poul-
try processing operation in Garrard
County. For more information on
this project, contact Josiah Correll
at (859) 691-0596 or at josiahcor-
rell@gmail.com.

High School Greenhouse
The Lyon County Board of  Educa-

tion was approved for $20,000 in
Lyon County funds to build a green-
house. The greenhouse will be lo-
cated near the high school, but it
will be used by all schools in the
Lyon County School System. For
more information on this project,
contact Mercedes Smith at (270) 210-

2852 or at
Mercedes.smith@lyon.kyschools.us.

On-Farm Investments
Seven County Agricultural Invest-

ment Programs (CAIP) were ap-
proved by the board totaling
$1,229,956 for Boyle ($124,300), Estill
($80,000), Fayette ($225,000), Hart
($200,000), Nicholas ($215,656), Scott
($135,000) and Woodford ($250,000)
counties. CAIP offers 10 investment
areas that give Kentucky agricul-
tural producers the ability to in-
crease net farm income, add value to
their products and diversify their op-
eration. CAIP benefits and enhances
agriculture across the state by stim-
ulating markets for Kentucky agri-
cultural products.

In addition to these new ap-
provals, an additional $88,431 was
approved to enhance existing CAIPs
in Anderson ($12,031), Harrison
($31,121), Henry ($25,000), Meade
($4,772), Muhlenberg ($4,507) and
Whitley ($11,000) counties. 

Environmental Stewardship
The Deceased Farm Animal Re-

moval Program serves as a measure
to facilitate the coordination of  envi-
ronmentally sound and cost effective
disposal of  deceased livestock for
Kentucky producers. One Deceased
Farm Animal Removal Program to-
taling $7,500 was approved for Boyle
County.

On-Farm Energy Efficiency
Program

The On-Farm Energy Efficiency
Program provides incentives for
Kentucky farm families to increase
energy efficiency of  existing equip-
ment or facilities. Eleven On-Farm
Energy Efficiency Programs were
approved totaling $89,492 for recipi-
ents in Butler ($20,300), Calloway
($1,409), Daviess ($10,150), Logan
($10,150), Metcalfe ($1,958), Ohio
($10,150), Pulaski ($9,900), Russell
($15,325) and Taylor ($10,150) coun-
ties.  

Poultry Processing Facility Expansion and High School Greenhouse
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Agriculture Commissioner Ryan
Quarles issued the following state-

ment today:
“I applaud

the decision
by the United
States Depart-
ment of  Agri-
culture and
Secretary
Sonny Perdue
to extend the
Kentucky
Green River
Conservation
Reserve En-

hancement Pro-
gram (CREP)
for another
year while Ken-

tucky and the federal government
continue to work toward a more per-
manent solution.

“I’d like to thank Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell for work-

ing with Secretary Perdue and the
Trump Administration to secure
this extension for Kentucky.”

The Conservation Reserve En-
hancement Program (CREP) is a vol-
untary program that targets
high-priority conservation concerns
identified by a state and federal part-
nership. Farmers are paid annual
rental rates, cost share and incen-
tives for removing environmentally
sensitive land from production and
establishing a permanent resource
for conserving plant species. In Ken-
tucky, the Green River watershed
covers 917,197 acres in Adair, Bar-
ren, Edmonson, Green, Hart, Met-
calfe, Russell, and Taylor counties.
Currently, 100,000 acres in the Green
River watershed are being utilized
in the Conservation Reserve En-
hancement Program. CREP is ad-
ministered by the United States
Department of  Agriculture’s Farm
Service Agency.

Commissioner Quarles applauds Perdue,
Senator McConnell for CREP extension

Kentucky Agriculture 
Commissioner 
Ryan Quarles
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Event Intended to Enable
Participants to Look for
Business Opportunities

FRANKFORT— Kentucky Proud
fruit and vegetable producers and
buyers are in-
vited to a meet-
ing Nov. 8
aimed at help-
ing partici-
pants make
connections
that will gener-
ate business
opportunities.

The meeting
is scheduled
for 9 a.m.-2 p.m. EST at the Fayette
County Cooperative Extension Serv-
ice office, 1140 Harry Sykes Way, Lex-
ington. The meeting is sponsored by
the Kentucky Department of  Agri-
culture (KDA) and the Kentucky Veg-
etable Growers Association.

“The Kentucky Proud program
brings people together to form mutu-
ally beneficial partnerships that in-
crease sales and create jobs,”
Agriculture Commissioner Ryan
Quarles said. “We encourage Ken-
tucky Proud members to take advan-
tage of  this opportunity to meet face
to face and look for ways that they

can work together.”
The meeting is targeted to fruit

and vegetable producers looking to
sell their products wholesale in any
quantities. Invited buyers include
representatives of  Kroger, Houchens,
Walmart, Whole Foods, Good Foods

Co-op,
Fresh
Thyme,
ValuMar-
ket, Piazza
Produce,
Creation
Gardens,
Crosset
Company,
Rainbow
Blossom,
and

processors seeking local products.
The program includes producer
training and market and production
news from Tim Woods, John Strang,
and Bryan Brady of  the University of
Kentucky College of  Agriculture,
Food and Environment.

Lunch will be provided for partici-
pants who pre-register.

Buyers may pre-register by con-
tacting Roger Snell, farm-to-retail li-
aison for the KDA, at
roger.snell@ky.gov. Farmers may
pre-register by contacting Joel Wil-
son of  the Kentucky Vegetable Grow-
ers Association at (606) 305-8762.

Kentucky Proud Produce Growers, Buyers
invited to Nov. 8 meeting in Lexington

The Kentucky State Treasurer’s
Office has recently learned of  a tele-
phone fraud scheme listing the Ken-
tucky State Treasury as its physical
address.

Under this scheme, an individual
is notified that he or she is eligible
for a “free grant” of  thousands of
dollars. The individual is then in-
structed to wire money or purchase
gift cards for the scammer in ex-
change for the promise of  receiving
this “free grant.”

The Kentucky State Treasury will

never request payment of  money in
exchange for a “free grant,” nor will
ever request individuals to purchase
gift cards.

“I am committed to helping Ken-
tuckians protect their hard earned
money,” Treasurer Ball said. “I en-
courage people to be very cautious
anytime their personal or bank in-
formation is solicited.”

If  you suspect you are victim of  a
similar or other scam, please contact
your local law enforcement authori-
ties.

Treasurer Allison Ball warns 
Kentuckians of recent phone scam

• Livestock Risk (LRP) and Livestock Gross Margin 
   (LGM) Insurance
• Pasture, Rangeland and Forage (PRF) Insurance
• Federal Crop Insurance
• Full Service Commodity Brokerage,
       including Class III Future

Wade Assurance is an equal opportunity employer and provider.
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FRANKFORT, Ky. — Kentucky
Proud has unveiled Buy Local, a new
program intended to encourage
restaurants and other food service
businesses to purchase locally pro-
duced food products, Agriculture
Commissioner Ryan Quarles has an-
nounced.

“Consumers want foods that are
produced close to home,” Commis-
sioner Quarles said. “The Buy Local
program is intended to make it eas-
ier for food services to meet that de-
mand. It also provides an incentive
for distributors that helps ease the
logistics of
getting these
fresh ingre-
dients on pa-
trons’ plates.
The Buy
Local pro-
gram will
increase
economic
opportuni-
ties for Ken-
tucky farm
families,
food proces-
sors, distrib-
utors, and restaurants while offering
customers the local foods they
crave.”

Buy Local helps food services
identify Kentucky Proud products
based on direct farm impact. The
program’s mission is to encourage
community eateries to increase
their local food purchases while
heightening their customers’ aware-
ness of  the economic importance of
supporting Kentucky’s farms and
neighborhood businesses. The 15
percent reimbursement provides an
incentive for these establishments
while they build customer loyalty
through highlighting fresh farm
food.

Once enrolled in the program, par-

ticipants must submit quarterly pur-
chasing reports detailing their pro-
curement of  eligible products. In
addition to the restaurants’ reim-
bursement, approved distributors
that provide detailed quarterly re-
ports on behalf  of  participating
restaurants are potentially eligible
for a 1 percent reimbursement.

To join the program, restaurants,
food services, and distributors must
become, or already be, active mem-
bers of  Kentucky Proud and com-
plete the Buy Local application. The
farms and processors where these

ingredients
originate must
also be mem-
bers of  Ken-
tucky Proud.
Only items
being further
prepared by
the chefs and
offered on the
restaurants’
menus are eli-
gible for reim-
bursement.

Adminis-
tered by the

Kentucky Department of  Agricul-
ture, Kentucky Proud is the Com-
monwealth’s official farm marketing
program. More than 6,000 farmers,
processors, retailers, restaurants,
school systems, colleges and univer-
sities, farmers’ markets, Kentucky
state parks, and Kentucky Farm Bu-
reau roadside markets are members
of  Kentucky Proud. Funding for
Kentucky Proud and Buy Local is
made possible through a grant from
the Kentucky Agricultural Develop-
ment Fund.

For more information about Buy
Local, including guidelines and a
participant application, go to
kyproud.com and go to the Forms
menu.

The hunt for great food
gets easier with Buy Local
New KDA program rewards businesses for offering
more Kentucky farm-sourced menu items
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WICKLIFFE - Walters Cattle
Farms, Wickliffe, Kentucky, is a
new member of  the American
Angus Association®, reports Allen
Moczygemba, CEO of  the national
breed organization headquartered
in Saint Joseph, Mo.

The American Angus Associa-
tion, with more than 25,000 active
adult and junior members, is the
largest beef  breed association in
the world. Its computerized records
include detailed information on
over 18 million registered Angus.

The Association records ances-

tral information and keeps produc-
tion records and genomic data on
individual animals to develop in-
dustry-leading selection tools for
its members. The programs and
services of  the Association and its
entities — Angus Genetics Inc.,
Angus Productions Inc., Certified
Angus Beef  LLC and the Angus
Foundation — help members to ad-
vance the beef  cattle business by
selecting the best animals for their
herds and marketing quality genet-
ics for the beef  cattle industry and
quality beef  for consumers. 

Walters Cattle Farms joins American Angus
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by Pat Thomann

kpieditor@gmail.com

Fall is the time, in most of  the
country, to harvest the crops that
farmers have worked so hard on
throughout the last several months.
The corn crop is mostly out of  the
fields and either stored onsite or al-
ready shipped to local grain bins
for storage.

The national average corn yield

is up 0.4 bushels and in September
was at an average yield of  169.9
bushels per acre. If  this yield holds
we will see the third highest yield
recorded in the United States.

Corn harvested in the United
States has a variety of  uses includ-
ing ethanol, high fructose corn
syrup, beverages, alcohol, sweeten-
ers and livestock feed for poultry,
hogs and dairy and beef  cattle.

Corn has different uses and dif-
ferent methods of  growing in dif-
ferent parts of  the country. In
Indiana corn is mostly used for ani-
mal feed. In Alaska farmers still
manage to grow corn by using
greenhouse farming. The state of
Texas produces a lot of  corn, with
over 2,300,000 acres of  land desig-
nated for corn crops.

Weather plays a big part in the

amount of  corn harvested in the
United States and in other parts of
the world. Recent hurricanes in
Texas, Louisiana and Florida will
have a big impact on the crop har-
vest this year.

It is not yet known how much of
an impact hurricanes and flooding
have made but it could be signifi-
cant. All these factors could have
an impact on consumer prices in
the months to come. We will just
have to wait and see how it affects
our pocketbooks and our food budg-
ets.

Hurricanes could affect this years corn harvest
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Mount Sterling offers baked goods,
hay rides, horseback riding, and other
activities as well as pumpkins of  all
shapes, sizes, and colors.

Don’t want to carve your own pump-
kin? Consider a trip to Louisville to
visit the incredibly popular Jack-O-
Lantern Spectacular, where you can
marvel at more than 5,000 carved pump-
kins from October 12 to November 5 at
Iroquois Park.

The Bluegrass region of  Kentucky is
best known for its world-famous Thor-
oughbred industry, and for three weeks
in October, you can see some of  the best
racing in the country at Keeneland in
Lexington. When the horses aren’t run-
ning, you can still catch a glimpse of  the
equine industry at the Kentucky Horse
Park or at horse farms that welcome vis-
itors.

You can’t mention Kentucky and agri-
tourism in the same sentence without
talking about our most well-known agri-
cultural commodity: distilled corn, or
Kentucky bourbon. Take a Saturday to
explore a distillery and learn about our
$8.5 billion bourbon industry. If  bour-
bon isn’t your drink of  choice, visit one
of  Kentucky’s many wineries or sample
an official Kentucky Proud craft beer
produced with certified Kentucky hops.
Always remember to enjoy these agri-
cultural products responsibly.

In a time when most do not have a di-
rect connection to the farm life of  our

parents and grandparents, our many
farm destinations offer a way for folks
to better understand the skills and work
that go into producing the food and fiber
we all enjoy. You can find any one of  our
more than 500 agritourism destinations
by visiting
www.kentuckyfarmsarefun.com. I en-
courage you to share your agricultural
experience on social media with
#KyAg365 to show how you choose to
fall into Kentucky agriculture this au-
tumn.

Fun Farms

29 A72270 299 A0

Estatep.Thomas A  Bisho

UCTIONUTE LAND AABSOL
daySatur y,, October 21st, 2017 @ 10:00 AM 

Property Location: CR 1220, Bardwell, KY 42023
Directions: dwarFrom B rdweell: o Feed TakTTakee KY 123 4.4 Miles to CR 1220. Proc To Faarm.
From Columbus: Y 80E. Head 5.9 Miles. TY 123t KTTuurn Right a KY 3//K Tuurn Left Onto CR

o Feed T1220. Proc To Faarm. Signs Posted! SIGNS POSTED!

oots & Ctstacacarrrrra oInInIn 6 TTraccctsts & CIn 6 T
.29 .20702 .270 2929 7

Bul derfunoWoW l
ilTingnGreat Hu ting! T

AREAL ESTTAATTE TRACTS: Tract 1
Home & 14.03 Acres, TTrract 3: 68
Acres, TTrract 5: 92.53 Acres, TTrrac

REAL ESTTAATE SELLS A
HIGHEST BIDDER

AUCTION H
51 GRILL RESTTAAURAN

BARDWELL

tions!tomommbombbimbiinbinnainaanatitiiotioonionnsonss!ns!s!ombina
es eseeAAcrcrrcreses cr

ites!Singldilding S
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ale Balance In 30 Days.  A 10% Buyer’s 
cluded In The Contract Price. Opportunity 
ections Prior TToo Date Of Sale.

1: 23.61 Acres, TTrract 2: 
8.26 Acres, Tract 4: 36.33 
ct 6: 35.53 Acres
ABSOLUTE TO THE 
R AT 10:00 AM!
HELD AATT
NT • 464 HWY 51 N
KY 42023
PLETE LISTING DET

AREAL ESTTAATTE TERMS: 15% Down Day Of S
emium Will Be Added TPr Too The Final Bid & Inc

TToo A 10 Day Post Sale Inspection. Make Inspe

BARDWELL, 
VISIT HARRISAUCTIONS.COM FOR COM
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Andy Bishop • Bardstown, KY
502.275.6177 • andy.bishop@cgb.com

Josh Dickson • Glasgow, KY
270.670.4515 • josh.dickson@cgb.com

Mike Eubanks • Madisonville, KY
270.836.7790 • mike.eubanks@cgb.com

www.cgb-afs.com

Source: Edwin Ritchey, extension soils
specialist

You may be wondering if  it’s nec-
essary and economical to apply fer-
tilizer to your pastures and hay
grounds this fall.

The answer depends on your spe-
cific situation. When considering
the options for your operation, the
first thing you need to do is examine
your soil test. If  you have not taken
soil samples within the past three
years, you need to collect new ones
before making a decision. From the
soil test results, determine what, if
anything, is limiting. In terms of
soil pH, the minimum value depends
on the type of  forage you’re produc-
ing. If  it’s alfalfa and the pH is below
6.0, you should apply lime. A grass-
legume mixture usually can tolerate
soil pH down to about 5.8 and a pure
grass system probably can go down

to pH 5.5 before yields are affected.
Similar statements can be made for
phosphorus (P) and potassium (K)
nutrition, with alfalfa requiring the
most and pure grass, specifically fes-
cue, requiring the least.

The University of  Kentucky Col-
lege of  Agriculture, Food and Envi-
ronment recommends P applications
starting when the soil test P level
drops below 60 pounds per acre and
K when soil test K drops below 300
pounds per acre for grasses and
legumes. If  you are growing alfalfa,
we recommend applications for K
levels below 450 pounds per acre. 

If  soil test levels are above these
numbers, the likelihood of  a yield
response to additional P and/or K
fertilizer is extremely low.  But if
you want to be sure that P and K are
not limiting, apply fertilizers as rec-
ommended. If  you are conservative
and assume some risk that P and K

might reduce yield, you
might allow soil test lev-
els to decline further.
From small plot re-
search, we know that
once soil test P drops
below 30 pounds per acre
and/or soil test K drops
below 200 pounds per
acre, a yield response to
added fertilizer is likely,
therefore; these would be
the minimum tolerable
levels. 

Programs of  the Ken-
tucky Cooperative Exten-
sion Service serve all
people regardless of
race, age, sex, color, reli-
gion, disability or na-
tional origin. For
additional information,
contact your local
County Extension Office.

Fall fertilizer applications
to hay fields and pastures

Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service

Agriculture Update
by Tom Miller, Extension Agent for Ag and Natural Resources 



The Kentucky Soybean Board
partnered with the University of
Kentucky to develop an app to help
Kentucky soybean producers to ac-
curately calculate and compare the
price offered by elevators, consider-
ing delivery costs and high-moisture
penalties for grain as it is harvested. 

While increased on-farm storage
has decreased the amount of  beans
that some farmers deliver to the ele-
vator directly from the field, farmers
face a “dock” or reduction in price
paid at the elevator for beans sold
with high moisture content. Storing
the crop to lessen the moisture con-
tent is an expensive proposition,
though. Farmers have to truck the
grain to their on-farm storage bins,
load it into the bins, then load the
grain back into trucks and haul it to
the elevator, using not only extra
fuel for the trucks, but additional
labor for the driver. 

Not all farmers have on-farm stor-
age, and this app may very well be
the tool that helps them determine

their profit margin by calculating
transportation costs to various ele-
vators. With high moisture content
grain that is trucked straight to the
elevator from the field, the moisture
discount can make a significant dif-
ference in profit by the load and for
the crop year.  

This app, available now on both
the Apple and Android platforms,
helps the farmer to calculate the re-
turn on investment for delivering
high-moisture soybeans to one eleva-
tor versus the combined costs of
basis, transportation and moisture
discounts at another, thus pinpoint-
ing and reducing avoidable trans-
portation costs. While the inputs
affecting transportation and mois-
ture discounts may be complex, this
app helps producers eliminate the
unnecessary cost of  delivering to an
elevator that will result in a smaller
net profit. 

This app calculates in real-time
the comparative prices that a pro-
ducer can expect to receive from dif-

ferent elevators based on grain mois-
ture and costs to haul it to each ele-
vator. It relies on five important
features of  mobile devices: mobility
and availability, connectivity and
real-time information, computa-
tional power, sensors and individual
customization. The mobility and
availability of  these devices means
that the producer can use this serv-
ice in the field as truckloads of  grain
are being filled. Internet connectiv-
ity means that the app can easily re-
quest the driving distance between a
given location and every elevator
under consideration. This same con-
nectivity provides the mechanism
for farmers to enter current prices
for each elevator. The computational
power of  these devices is used to
evaluate the complicated equations
that govern grain drying so that
comparisons between different ele-
vators are possible. The location sen-
sors on a device are used to
determine current field location if
the producer is using the app in the
harvested field. The app can also
store information such as individual
producer costs for grain transporta-
tion.

The app, named Best Bean Buyer,
is available in the App Store for
Apple users and on Google Play for

Android users.
There is no
charge for the
app, because it
was developed
using checkoff
dollars invested
by the Kentucky
Soybean Board
to provide value
and a competi-
tive advantage
for Kentucky’s
producers. While
easy to use, the
app does require
some set-up and
customization to
make it fully
functional. Dr.
Jordan Shockley,
Assistant Exten-
sion professor of
Agricultural Eco-
nomics at the
University of
Kentucky, has de-
veloped a short YouTube tutorial to
help producers get the app set up
and ready to use. It may be found at
https://youtu.be/2KvGAy-B5LE.

For more information on soybean
farming in Kentucky, visit
www.kysoy.org. 
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Soybean Delivery App released just in time for Harvest

App screenshot –

This is an actual

screenshot from

the Kentucky Best

Bean Buyer App

which shows some

of the customiz-

able variables the

producer will need

to enter in order to

fit the app to his or

her unique opera-

tion and location. 

Shockley bean app – The University of Kentucky’s Dr. Jordan Shockley explains the
technology and guides the user through customization in a short, easy-to-follow
YouTube video. 
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Commissioner Quarles will join
Derek Selznick, executive director of
the Kentucky Guild of  Brewers, and
Dr. Scott Eidson, president of  the
Kentucky Hop Growers Alliance, to
mark the special week with a news
conference Friday at 1 p.m. EDT at
Country Boy Brewing in George-
town.

“Kentucky’s craft brewing indus-
try is growing by leaps and bounds,”
Commissioner Quarles said. “The
benefits are reaching our agricul-
ture industry as our creative brew-
ers add Kentucky Proud ingredients
to their craft beers. During Ken-
tucky Proud Beer Week, we encour-
age beer drinkers across the
Commonwealth to celebrate respon-
sibly with the Kentucky craft beer of
your choice.”

Kentucky Proud and Kentucky’s
craft beer industry are working to-
gether to link growers, processors,
and brewers to create new products
with real farm impact. This project
alone will generate nearly $3,900 of
revenue for participating Kentucky
farms. The craft beer industry has
rapidly expanded in recent years
with more than 40 breweries in the
state, up from 11 breweries just five
years earlier, and an estimated 625
jobs, according to the Kentucky
Guild of  Brewers.

“We could not be more excited to
partner with Kentucky Proud farms
to incorporate their products into
our beers,” Selznick said. “This is a
wonderful opportunity to show off
the diversity of  both the products
and different beer styles.  Our brew-
ers challenged themselves to make
sure their beers give consumers a
true taste of  Kentucky pride.”

“We are absolutely stoked to join
forces with the Kentucky Depart-
ment of  Agriculture and the Ken-
tucky Guild of  Brewers to showcase
the efforts of  hop growers and craft
brewers from across the Bluegrass,”
Eidson said. “The Alliance’s mission
is to share knowledge, share equip-
ment, share a passion for hops and
craft beer, and develop relationships

among growers, researchers, brew-
ers, and consumers. This collabora-
tion provides another major
milestone in the ongoing revolution
in hop production here in Kentucky.”

A keg of  Pride of  the Bine, a Dry
Hopped Saison brewed by Country
Boy and Monnik Beer Co. of
Louisville and made with Kentucky-
grown hops, will be tapped following
the news conference. The first 100
customers at each participating
brewery will receive commemora-
tive Kentucky Proud beer glasses.

The Pride of  the Bine is one of  six
special craft beers infused with Ken-
tucky Proud ingredients and brewed
by 12 Kentucky Proud craft brew-
eries that will be released this week.
The schedule of  release is as follows:

Thursday – Paw Paw Berliner-
weisse by Rooster Brewing, Paris,
and Rock House Brewing, Lexington;
Paw Paw IPA by West Sixth Brewing
and Ethereal Brewing, both of  Lex-
ington;

Friday – India Brown Ale by Mile
Wide Beer Co. and Falls City, both of
Louisville; Pride of  the Bine Dry
Hopped Saison by Country Boy
Brewing of  Georgetown and Monnik
Beer Co. of  Louisville;

Saturday – Great Gordon’s Flood
Blackberry Witbier by Gordon Bier-
sch Brewery Restaurant and Great
Flood Brewing Co., both of
Louisville; Jarwerks Blackberry
Stout by Jarfly Brewing Co. of  Som-
erset and Paducah Beer Werks.

The paw paws were sourced from
multiple Kentucky growers. The
blackberries came from KHI Foods
in Burlington. The hops were pro-
vided by Boyd’s Bottom Hops and
Wildlife in Boonesboro, a member of
the Kentucky Hop Growers Alliance.
Kentucky State University’s Fruit
and Vegetable Mobile Processing
Unit was used to process the paw
paws.

To find out more about the Ken-
tucky Guild of  Brewers, go to kyg-
brewers.org. For more information
about the Kentucky Hop Growers Al-
liance, go to facebook.com/kyhops.

Quarles Toasts Kentucky’s
Craft Brewing Industry

USTRAILERCENTER.COM

2901 Shelbyville Road • Shelbyville, KY 40065
                                   (First Light West Of Bypass)502.437.5400

ON-SITE REPAIR SERVICE! We’re Available, Call Us Today!

carolg@ustrailercenter.com

Come See Us At The
NATIONAL FARM MACHINERY SHOW

In Louisville, KY, Feb. 15-18,  
South Wing, 7551-7557 • JUST 30 MINUTES AWAY!

30' & 32' IN STOCK  
FOR FAST DELIVERY!

CASH 
DISCOUNTS
& MILITARY 
DISCOUNTS 
AVAILABLE!

FREE HAT WITH 
THE PURCHASE 
OF ANY TRAILER 

IN FEBRUARY!
USE CODE
"ROSEBUD"

LOAD TRAIL 
LOW PROFILE
HYDRAULIC 
DOVETAIL

Norstar SD Utility/Gooseneck 
Bed, 8 Tool Boxes, Work Lights, 

Tailgate, All LEDs, Receiver
Hitch Ready, Built

In Gooseneck– Call For Pricing 
On Your Truck!

NEWEST DEALER
IN CENTRAL KENTUCKY
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Educators in western Kentucky
called a $3.04 million Work Ready
Skills Initiative Grant a "game
changer" for the citizen of  western
Kentucky during a ceremonial agree-
ment signing at West Kentucky Com-
munity and Technical College
(WKCTC) Monday, October 16.

Fulton County Schools Superin-
tendent Aaron Collins said the funds
provided by the grant will allow com-
puter labs to be added at every high
school in WKCTC's 10-county service
area as well as will provide new
equipment for area technology cen-
ters and career & technical centers.

"This grant will have an immediate
impact," Collin told the audience be-
fore a ceremonial signing of  a memo-
randum of  agreement between
WKCTC and its secondary education
partners. "This is a game changer for
western Kentucky. Manufacturers, we
now have 21st-century equipment that
is training 21st-century employees
and we're ready to go to work today."

In 2016, Governor Matt Bevin
launched a statewide "Work Ready
Skills Initiative" (KWRSI) funded
through $100 million in statewide
bonds and overseen by the Kentucky
Cabinet for Workforce and Education.
Funds were awarded to 40 applicants
to improve the skill level of  the Ken-
tucky workforce in five designated in-
dustry sectors - advanced
manufacturing, business and infor-
mation technology, construction tech-
nology, health sciences, and
transportation. Locally driven proj-
ects were awarded during two rounds
of  competition in 2016 and 2017 and
include all regions of  Kentucky. The
goal of  the initiative was to provide
resources to expand career and tech-
nical education facilities and upgrade
equipment in those schools through
local partnerships between private in-
dustry and educational institutions.

WKCTC was awarded a $3.04 mil-
lion Work Ready Skills Initiative
grant to distribute to area technology
centers and career & technical cen-
ters in five counties as well as 11 area
high schools in WKCTC's 10-county
service region. The partners, all
members of  West Kentucky Work
Ready Skills Consortium (WKWR-
SIC), are WKCTC, Ballard, Calloway,

Carlisle, Fulton, Fulton Independent,
Graves, Hickman, Marshall, Mayfield,
McCracken, Murray, and Paducah In-
dependent. The consortium also in-
cluded additional members such as
West Kentucky Workforce Board,
Murray State University, University
of  Kentucky College of  Engineering
at Paducah, Adult Educational-Skills
You across the region, Kentucky
Farm Workers, regional HeadStart
programs, and numerous other agen-
cies.

Collins praised the individuals who
worked diligently on the grant appli-
cation. In particular, he thanked
Mary Anne Medlock, special projects
coordinator for the Purchase Area De-
velopment District, for having the
foresight to bring together a variety
of  education and community entities
to work collectively to secure the
grant. Collins also thanked WKCTC
officials and Robbie Rudolph, founder
of  the Four Rivers Foundation, for of-
fering resources and support.

Medlock said the cooperation of
the many educational partners was
essential for securing the grant.
"Everyone pitched in to support the
area technology centers and to make
their centers to be something that is

going to be very exciting," she said.
"Not just for our high school students
but (also for) adults who want to go
back and earn a certificate that will
help them be able to get a job that will
lead to a self-sufficient wage."

The Work Ready Skills Initiative,
passed and funded by the General As-
sembly, is administered by the Ken-
tucky Education and Workforce
Development Cabinet with support
from the Cabinet for Economic Devel-
opment. It is overseen by a board that
includes the secretary of  the Educa-
tion and Workforce Development Cab-
inet, the secretary of  the Labor
Cabinet, the chair of  the Kentucky
Workforce Innovation Board, three
employers nominated by the Gover-
nor, one member nominated by the
speaker of  the Kentucky House of
Representatives and one nominated
by the president of  the Kentucky Sen-
ate.

Dr. Wayne D. Lewis, executive di-
rector of  education policy & pro-
grams in the Kentucky Education &
Workforce Development Cabinet, said
the initiative was in response to some
of  the extreme challenges facing the
Commonwealth of  Kentucky. "The re-
ality is that too many Kentuckians

are not working. The reality is that
too many young people are making
their way through our educational in-
stitutions not prepared to fulfill the
lives that they could have or could
lead," Dr. Lewis said. "So the combina-
tion of  the vision on the part of  our
state leaders and the work that you're
doing right here on the ground in
western Kentucky has come together
in this grant and is giving us the op-
portunity to do something incredibly
special."

WKCTC President Anton Reece
said being able to expand access to ed-
ucation and training for citizens
throughout western Kentucky is a
significant benefit of  this grant. "I
have been fortunate to see first-hand
the needs, the challenges and the op-
portunities that this sort of  grant will
be able to provide and to see it happen
collectively and cooperatively, to me,
speaks a lot about our potential as a
region," Reece said. "I'm absolutely
tickled to death for the generation of
students who, because of  this grant,
will be able to get their respective aca-
demic, career and technical dreams
fulfilled."

Fulton County Schools Superintendent Aaron Collins signs a ceremonial agreement for the Work Ready Skills Initiative Grant
at WKCTC October 16, 2017. (left to right, standing) Coy Samons, superintendent of Murray Independent Schools; Jay Simmons,
superintendent of Carlisle County Schools; Casey Henderson, Hickman County Schools superintendent; Trent Lovett, Marshall
County Schools superintendent; Dr. DeAnna Miller, Fulton Independent School District; Casey Allen, Ballard County Schools
superintendent; Tres Settle, Calloway County Schools superintendent; Kim Dublin, Graves County Schools Superintendent.
(left to right) seated: WKCTC President Anton Reece, Mary Anne Medlock, special project coordinator for the Purchase Area
Development District; Collins and Fulton County Area Technology Center Principal Terry Sullivan

Work Ready Skills Initiative Grant a Game Changer for Western Kentucky
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DON’T BET 
THE FARM
ON A GARDEN VARIETY ATTORNEY

The estate planning attorneys at Keuler, Kelly, 

Hutchins & Blankenship have decades of experience 

helping farmers and their families protect the land 

t h e y ’ v e  w o r k e d  s o  h a r d  t o  e a r n .

100 SOUTH 4TH ST, SUITE 400 
PADUCAH, KY 42001

270-448-8888  |  KKHBLAW.COM

THOMAS J. KEULER  |  DAVID L. KELLY  |  THEODORE S. HUTCHINS  |  STACEY A. BLANKENSHIP  |  ROBERT W. GOFF  |  KRISTEN N. WORAK  |  LESLEY A. OWEN  |  JUDY K. PAYNE
ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE  |  REAL ESTATE LAW  |  BUSINESS LAW  |  CIVIL LITIGATION  |  BANKING LAW  |  MUNICIPAL LAW  |  PERSONAL INJURY  |  EMPLOYMENT LAW

THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT
SERVICES MAY BE PERFORMED BY OTHER KKHB ATTORNEYS

TED HUTCHINS,
KKHB PARTNER

Oktoberfest Beer. Sausage.
Dance. Repeat. 2017

Saturday, October 21, 2017 -
10:30am to 5:00 pm

Maiden Alley Cinema
Featuring craft beer from across

the state and region, live music, art

vendors and a German Car Show,
bavarian Food Spread provided by
Kirchhoff's.

44th Annual Ft. Massac En-
campment

Saturday, October 21, 2017 -

10:00am to Wednesday, November 22,
2017 - 3:00pm

Fort Massac State Park
Step back in time to the turn of

the century and celebrate the her-
itage of  Fort Massac State Park. At-
tend one of  the largest events in
Illinois. Join Illinois Department of
Natural Resources, Fort Massac, the
Greater Metropolis Area CVB and
City of  Metropolis as we welcome
thousands back to the late 1700's.
Free & Open to the Public

Patti's 1880's Settlement Festi-
val of  Lights

Patti's 1880's Settlement - 1793 J H
O'Bryan Ave, Grand Rivers, KY 42045

November 3, 2017 thru January 6,
2018 -

Decorations include over 700,000
lights in Patti's Settlement and
downtown Grand Rivers. Each Year
Patti's 1880's Settlement is Trans-

formed into a Christmas Wonder-
land! Outside Hundreds of  Thou-
sands of  Christmas Lights glow and
twinkle and Put on a Show for all to
Enjoy. While Inside the Restaurants
and Gift Stores there are hundreds
of  trees and garlands loaded with or-
naments and lights too!

Kentucky Dam Village Hosting
Chili Golf  Open on Nov. 4

Kentucky Dam Village State Re-
sort Park will host the 5th Chili Golf
Open on Saturday, Nov. 4.

This golf  outing, which will be
played as a 2-person golf  scramble,
starts at 9 a.m. with a shotgun start.
The entry fee for each 2-person team
is $100. The fee includes a practice
round, green fee, cart rental, tee
prize and a chili lunch.

Reservations are required. Call
270-362-8658 for reservation informa-
tion.

Kentucky Dam Village State Re-
sort Park features a lodge, cottages,
campground, golf  course, conven-
tion center and full-service restau-
rant.

Fall Festivals and Events

Horse Ba

Agri

arns & Arenas

icultural
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The West Kentucky Alliance for a Vi-
brant Economy (WAVE) announces the
launch of  its interactive job board focused
on providing employers and job seekers in
Ballard, Carlisle, Fulton and Hickman
Counties with an easy-to-use and highly
targeted resource for online employment
connections. The WAVE Job Board can be
found at www.kywave.com/jobs.

“We’d like
to give the
employers in
the WAVE
counties
every oppor-
tunity to fill
local jobs
with local
residents.
We’re confident this new WAVE Job Board
will help raise awareness of  local job op-
portunities in our region and give poten-
tial employees easy online access to these
attractive opportunities,” said WAVE Co-
Executive Director Jerry Pace.  “Hiring
local is one of  the best ways we can pro-
mote regional economic growth and en-
hance our quality of  life.”

Employers in Kentucky’s four Missis-
sippi River Counties can use the WAVE Job
Board to reach qualified candidates by sub-
mitting open positions to be listed on this
website at no cost.  The WAVE staff  will
verify the position with employers and
then job seekers can click on any job title
listed to view a full job description and in-
structions to apply for each position.  For
job seekers, the WAVE Job Board is a free
service that provides access to employers
and jobs in the WAVE region. 

About WAVE
The West Kentucky Alliance for a Vi-

brant Economy (WAVE) was formed in
2016 by the County Judge Executives of
Ballard, Carlisle, Fulton and Hickman
Counties, the four Mississippi River Coun-
ties of  Kentucky.  The WAVE’s mission is
to take ownership of  our economic future
by regional cooperation to create jobs, pro-
mote entrepreneurship and innovation,
and improve our quality of  life.  For more
information about WAVE, visit www.ky-
wave.com.

WAVE Launches

Online Job Service

The America’s Farmers Grow
Rural Education Program,
Sponsored by the Monsanto
Fund, Partners with Farmers to
Make a Difference in their Local
Communities by Nominating
Rural Schools for $2.3 Million in
Grants for Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math (STEM)
Education

Ballard County School Dis-
trict will use the Grow Rural Ed-
ucation grant to upgrade
technology that will enhance
the health science curriculum
and better prepare students to
pursue various career path-
ways.

Farmers from across the
country nominated, reviewed
and selected the America’s
Farmers Grow Rural Education
grant recipients.

Since the Grow Rural Educa-
tion program began in 2011, the
program has awarded more
than $14 million in grants to
rural public school districts,
with $315,000 going to Kentucky.

According to the National
Science and Math Initiative, the
number of  jobs in science, tech-
nology, engineering and math
(STEM) is expected to grow sig-
nificantly over the next decade.
To ensure Kentucky students
are prepared to take on these

jobs and have the education
they need to help solve global
challenges, the America’s Farm-
ers Grow Rural Education pro-
gram, sponsored by the
Monsanto Fund, has partnered
with local farmers to provide a
$25,000 grant to Ballard County
School District in Ballard
County, Kentucky.

Ballard County School Dis-
trict is just one of  the many suc-
cess stories of  the Grow Rural
Education program. Examples
of  additional past winning pro-
grams include helping schools
build greenhouses, develop ro-
botics programs and create live-
stock learning laboratories.

To qualify for a Grow Rural
Education grant, school dis-
tricts had to be nominated by
farmers in eligible counties to
compete for a merit-based grant
of  either $10,000 or $25,000.
Nominated school districts then
submitted a grant application
describing their STEM-focused
project. The program’s Farmer
Advisory Council, consisting of
approximately 30 farmer lead-
ers from across the country
with an interest in agriculture
and education, reviewed the fi-
nalist applications and selected
the winning school districts, in-
cluding Ballard County School

District.
“The America’s Farmers

Grow Rural Education program
works with farmers to help
make their local communities a
better place by preparing their
students for successful careers,”
said Al Mitchell, Monsanto
Fund president. “The schools
we’ve worked with tell us that
the grants they receive through
the Grow Rural Education pro-
gram have real results. In many
cases, students seem more ex-
cited and interested in what
they’re learning and the pro-
grams funded by these grants
have resulted in higher student
engagement in STEM.”

In 2017, the Grow Rural Edu-
cation program will award $2.3
million to deserving schools.
Since the program began in
2011, it has awarded more than
$14 million to more than 750
schools in rural communities
across the United States. To
view a complete list of  winners
or to learn more about the
America’s Farmers Grow Rural
Education program, visit
GrowRuralEducation.com or
follow along on Facebook at
facebook.com/AmericasFarm-
ers.

Nominations from local Farmers help Ballard County 
School District win $25,000 Grant to further Stem Education

Nominating farmers, grant representatives and Ballard County Schools personnel took the field for a $25,000 cer-
emonial check presentation at halftime of the homecoming football game on Sept. 29 at Bomber Field. Shown
from left are (back row) Brad and Pattye Davis; Jessie, Jessica and Lane Little; Ivey and Jim Rollings; Superin-
tendent Casey Allen, BMHS Principal Leslee Davis, Assistant Superintendent David Meinschein; (front row) Kandi
Foster and BCCTC teacher April Jewell. 
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Good People to Turn to ... In Every Farming Season.
Let’s  Get Started on Your Ag Loan Today!

Pictured L-R:  Fred Gillum, Greg Gunter, Dustin Frazier, Bruce Kimbell, 
Dustin Renfrow, Brad Branscum, Greta Purvis, Josh Bailey, Kreg Denton, Daniel Kimbell

fcbheartland.com  •  NMLS# 474502

Clinton, KY  •  114 East Jackson St.  •  270.653.4301

Fancy Farm, KY  •  10308 State Rt. 80 W  •  270.623.6900

LaCenter, KY  •  414 West Kentucky Dr.  •  270.665.5777

Kevil, KY  •  952 Kentucky Ave.  •  270.462.3191

Wickliffe, KY  •  359 Court St.  •  270.335.3181

Dresden, TN  •  8722 Hwy. 22  •  731.364.0000

Martin, TN  •  5475 Skyhawk Pkwy.  •  731.587.1920

 

sauctionservice@gmail.comE-Mail:   smitty

. . 3rd & 4th @ 9:30 A.M.vvv.
Unbelievable 2 Day Antique Auction!

Fri., & Sat., NovFri., & Saat., Novovv 3rdrd & 4t4th @ 9:30 A.M.

Auctioneer: Marty Smith - Jewett, IL
License # 441.000844
Phone:  (217) 849-3004
Cell Phone:  (217) 259-8219

http://smittysauctions.com • 
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Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner
Ryan Quarles was elected Secretary-Trea-
surer of  the National Association of  State
Departments of  Agriculture (NASDA)
today on the last day of  its annual meet-
ing.

“I’m honored to be selected by my peers
among the commissioners, secretaries,
and directors of  the state departments of
agriculture,” Commissioner Quarles said.
“As Congress works on a new farm bill,
NASDA will be heavily involved in that
process, so it’s important for Kentucky to
have a seat at the table. I’m pleased to be in
a position to make sure that Kentucky’s in-
terests are represented during farm bill
talks and on other issues of  importance to
American agriculture.”

Commissioner Quarles is the first Ken-
tucky agriculture commissioner to hold of-
fice in NASDA since Billy Ray Smith, who

served as president of  the national organi-
zation in 2001-2002.

Commissioner Quarles was elected Ken-
tucky’s agriculture commissioner in November 2015 and assumed office the
following January. At 33, he is the youngest statewide elected official in the
United States. Commissioner Quarles’ family has lived and farmed in central
Kentucky for more than 200 years. He served as a state representative for five
years prior to his election as agriculture commissioner.

NASDA is a nonpartisan, nonprofit association that represents the elected
and appointed commissioners, secretaries, and directors of  the departments
of  agriculture in all 50 states and four U.S. territories. To learn more about
NASDA, visit www.nasda.org.

Commissioner Quarles named 
Secretary- Treasurer of  National

Agriculture Organization

Kentucky Agriculture 
Commissioner Ryan Quarles

CLYDE HITE LUBRICANTS & FASTENERS
• Belts & Hoses
• Chains & Batteries
• Welding Supplies
• Lubricants
• Logging Supplies

Monday - Friday 7AM - 4:30PM • Saturday 7AM - 11AM • Closed Sunday
HWY. 68W., GRACEY, KY • 270/235-5477

PROUDLY
SUPPORTING

FARMERS
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 NEW SERVICES OFFERED
OIL CHANGES, FRONT END ALIGNMENT

& LIGHT MECHANIC WORK ON SMALL AND LARGE TRUCKS

270-856-3422
20 E. Sawyer Rd.
Hickory, KY 42051

Monday - Friday
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Harvest is pro-
gressing across the county with 75%
of  the corn harvested, 80% of  the
single crop beans harvested and dou-
ble crop soybeans, the bulk of  our
beans, just about ready to start.
Some weird things this year were
that even though we were hot and
dry the last 6 weeks, corn seemed to
be drying down at a very slow rate.
Even though we have much more
dryer capacity than we had say even
10 years ago, wet corn is just slower
and harder to handle than dry corn.
Farmers without a dryer have been
forced to wait 2 or 3 weeks longer
than normal to harvest. With the
size of  the moisture dock at the ele-
vator, it is expensive to try and sell
wet corn.

Many soybean fields look like they
not mature with many leaves still on
the plant and the bean moisture may

already be 11 or 12 %.  This makes
bean harvest much more difficult
and slower having to run all the
green material through the combine.
It also makes it much more difficult
to decide when to harvest.  You drive
by the field and think there is no
way those beans are ready and then
when the combine runs you deter-
mine you should have harvested a
week before.  

Yields of  both beans and corn
have been very good across the
board with only a few scattered
pockets that had much reduced rain-
fall.  It seemed like certain areas of
the county had a perpetual roof  over
the last 2 month and it seemed to
rain in the same spots and skip the
same areas every time.

We know that rainfall up until
crop maturity will definitely in-
crease yield.  What I am looking for

and can’t find is what effect dry
weather seems to have on crop dry
down to harvest after the crop is ma-
ture.  It would seem like continued
dry weather would speed dry down,
but from evidence observed over the
last several falls, I think that the ac-
tual wetting and drying process with
rainfall may actually speed up dry-
ing or at least let the corn get to a
progressively dryer level each time
it gets wet than dries back off.  With
soybeans it seems to do about the
same thing.  It almost seems like cer-
tain areas of  the plant just stop dry-
ing down and you are left with many
leaves and butterbeans while other
sections of  the plant are completely
bare and the bean moisture has
plummeted.  Several rainfall events
in a row seem to even this pace of
dry down up across the plant.  I
know in tobacco, if  it is too dry dur-
ing curing, the tobacco will have an
off  color and the best curing condi-
tions are multiple wet dry events
where the tobacco comes in order
than dries out again.  I don’t know if
the same thing happens to corn and
beans but it sure looks like it may.

The worst thing this dry weather

has done to harvest this fall is to
drastically hurt the price the farm-
ers receives at the grain elevator.
The river levels are so low, that
barge companies cannot carry full
barges and greatly raised the ship-
ping rates.  On a $3.40 cent bushel of
corn the farmer is only getting $2.65
or $2.70 because of  the increased
basis.  I am sure that farmers in the
interior of  the state are suffering
worse than we are being so close to
the rivers.  

It is going to be time to start plant-
ing wheat very shortly and many
areas are so dry the wheat may not
come up.  As I write this on a Friday
morning, they are calling for a good
chance of  rain this weekend and we
may see some remnants of  a hurri-
cane.  Hopefully, by the time you
read this, we will all have had
enough rain to make some kind of
difference.

Programs of  the Kentucky Coop-
erative Extension Service serve all
people regardless of  race, age, sex,
color, religion, disability or national
origin. For additional information,
contact your local County Extension
Office.

Harvest a little Strange This Year

Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service

Agriculture Update
by Tom Miller, Extension Agent for Ag and Natural Resources 
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By Renee Beasley Jones

The Messenger-Inquirer
via Ky Press News Service

For decades, organic farming has
been one of  agriculture's fastest
growing sectors, growing at least 20
percent annually since 1990.

Organically raised meat and pro-
duce can earn three times the profit
margin, compared to non-organically
raised crops, according to the Penn-
sylvania-based Rodale Institute.

But going organic means becoming
certified. And that process requires
painstaking recordkeeping, annual
inspections, creating buffer zones and
a three-year transition period, among
other requirements.

Greg Comer, UK Cooperative Ex-
tension ag agent for Ohio County, said
he doesn't see local producers jump-
ing on the organic bandwagon.

"It's a lot more work, and you don't
have the productivity," Comer said.
"I'm sure you can make money at it,
but can you make a living at it?"

According to the Kentucky Depart-
ment of  Agriculture, which manages
the state's organic certification
process, there are no certified organic
producers or applicants in Daviess,
Muhlenberg, Ohio or Hancock coun-
ties. Two exist in McLean County.

Casey County has the highest num-
ber of  certified organic growers or
those in the application process -- 20.
Christian, Todd and Jefferson coun-
ties are next with 18, 17 and 10, respec-
tively.

This year, 219 producers applied for
certification in Kentucky, KDA
records show. That number has more
than doubled since 2012, when 97 ap-
plicants went through the process.

Organic production doesn't allow

the use of  synthetic products, such as
herbicides and pesticides, and it re-
quires the use of  organically raised
seeds for planting in most instances.

Switching from conventional farm-
ing methods means a three-year tran-
sition period and the state's stamp of
approval before crops can be certified
organic.

Crops can be grown on transition-
ing land during the three-year period,
but they won't earn premium prices
associated with organic crops until
the certification process is complete.

Growers can experience reduced
yields and higher rates of  pests and
diseases during the transition period,
the Rodale Institute reported. To com-
bat those problems, farmers must rely
on crop rotation, cultivation, cover
crops, mulches and insect traps.

In addition to the transition period,
organic fields require a buffer zone to

manage water runoff  and chemical
drift from neighboring farms. If  syn-
thetic chemicals reach transitioning
land at any time during the process,
the three-year clock starts over.

The federal buffer zone rule does
not provide specific guidelines for the
zone's width. Buffer zones may be
planted in grasses, trees or shrubs.

"Converting any portion of  a farm
from an established management sys-
tem to an organic system will mean
increased economic uncertainty (dur-
ing the transition period)," according
to a UK Cooperative Extension Serv-
ice report.

For these reasons -- and more --
Comer said some farmers who try
switching to organic production too
often get frustrated and bail out.

"It doesn't work economically," he
said.

Organic farming: Transition period and certification process present challenges

NEXT AUCTION
NOVEMBER 15, 2017

8:00 A.M.
DEC. 20, 2017 - 8:00 A.M.
JAN. 17, 2018 - 8:00 A.M.

Auctions Third Wednesday
Of Every Month!

BUY, SELL AND
TRADE DAILY

CALL FOR COMPLETE LISTING!

License #044000247 • Jon Mowrey License #41000416

301 E Frederick St  • Milford, IL
Ask For Jon or Jim Mowrey

mowreyauction@illicom.net
80 Miles South of Chicago on State Rt. 1

815-889-4191 • Fax 815-889-5365

MOWREY AUCTION CO., INC.
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Jim Mowrey 
815-471-9610

Jon Mowrey 
815-4 71-4191

Roger Kaufman 
309-824-4493

Scott Diekemper 
618-407-7832

Billy Schmitt 
402-641-8201

LIVE ONLINE BIDDING THROUGH BIDSPOTIER. 
Please visit mowreyauction.com and click on the Bid Online link to

register at BidSpotter.com. There will be a 2% Buyers Premium
charged on items purchased online, with a $500.00 cap per item. 

www.mowreyauction.com

FINANCING BID ONLINE

LOW RATE FINANCING 
Please Contact The Office 

For More Information 
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Custom Feed Mill LLC
630 North Hughes •  Morganfield, KY 42437

1-866-304-6455 • 270-836-2036

COMMODITY FEED
SPECIALIST & CUSTOM

MINERAL MIXES

Thanks to our local Farmers!

by Kate Prince

KPI Staff Writer
kpikate@gmail.com

Unlike our publisher, I did not
grow up on a dairy farm. So, when I
began writing articles for our Farm-
ers’ Quarterly publication, I had to
do quite a bit of  research on farm
animals. 

For this fall livestock edition, I’d
like to take the opportunity to edu-
cate readers, like myself, who are
unfamiliar with fall calving. 

Calving is the process of  a cow
giving birth to a calf, which takes a
maximum of  14 hours. Spring is typ-
ically thought of  as calving season
but fall calving is gaining popularity.
Fall calving usually takes place in
August, September and October, and
then the calves are weaned and mar-
keted in the spring. 

Kevin Laurent, an extension asso-

ciate with the University of  Ken-
tucky Research and Education Cen-
ter in Princeton, also works with
West Kentucky Select Bred Heifer
Sale. “Originally, our November sale
for spring calving was larger, but
over the last several years we’ve
seen a trend toward fall calving and
the numbers are now pretty much
equal in both sales,” he commented. 

Fall calving is often done in areas
with a cool-season pasture, such as
the southeast. Some of  fall’s advan-
tages include less calving difficulty,
higher calf  prices in the spring due
to high demand, hardier calves, con-
sistent weather conditions, and
calves can be marketed as grassers.
If  a calf  is born in the fall, it also
helps prevent scours and other neo-
natal diseases.

“Fall calving has very favorable
temperatures, and the bulls are
known to perform better when they

breed in the cooler months of  De-
cember and January, which results
in a better conception rate,” Laurent
added. 

The primary disadvantage for fall
calving is the price of  winter feed
due to the lack of  forage. The price
can sometimes be double the normal
amount since there’s no opportunity
for the cows to graze and self-har-
vest. However, the fall calves bring
greater income to the farm and not
as many replacement heifers are
needed. 

After calves are born, it is ex-
tremely important that the cow and
calf  are not separated. Most farmers
use ear-tags to keep the two from
being separated for the first six
months. If  the calf  gets lost from its
mother, it can become an orphan
within just a couple of  days and will
never catch up in size. 

Farmers are encouraged to look at

the size of  their operation and mar-
ket to determine what’s best for
their farm. For example, crop farm-
ers that also raise cattle usually
choose spring calving since they
can’t tend to calves during their fall
harvest season. There’s really no
right or wrong answer…you just
have to choose which calving season
is best for you. 

Fall Calving 101 for Dummies
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The Kentucky Division of
Forestry (KDF) is again preparing
for an active wildfire season. Each
year, there are nearly 1,500 wildfires
in the state of  Kentucky, based on a
10-year average.

Last fall, the division responded to
520 fires that burned 52,216 acres
with a timber value loss of
$20,642,663. The majority of  the fires
occurred in November.

Wildfires in Kentucky cause dam-
age to homes, private property, trees
and landscapes. More importantly,
lives are placed at risk. Not only the
lives of  people where the wildfires
occur but also the lives of  the fire-
fighters.

Most of  Kentucky’s wildfires are
preventable. They are the result of
human activity - arson and careless
open-burning (burning of  trash, de-
bris and brush). If  people start wild-
fires, people can prevent them.

Division Director James Wright
said the most widely available fuel
for wildfires in Kentucky is hard-
wood leaf  litter.  "Unlike western
fires that burn on the ground and in
the canopy, Kentucky’s fires usually
stay on the forest floor and burn
only what is already down,” Wright
said. “Beginning in October, fresh
new dead leaf  litter begins to fall in
the forest.” 

It is against the law to do any open

burning within 150 feet of  any wood-
land or brushland between the day-
light hours of  6 a.m. and 6 p.m.
during the fall and spring forest fire
hazard seasons, which run from Oc-
tober 1 to December 15 and from Feb-
ruary 15 to April 30 respectively.

Compounding the risk, during the
October to December fire hazard sea-
son Kentucky typically sees lower
relative humidity (RH) numbers
than in summer and winds become
erratic due to the seasonal change.
Because the humidity rises during
the day and winds fall, restricting
burning until after 6 p.m. during the
fall and spring reduces the chances
of  outdoor fires escaping.    

Arson is a felony offense. Last fire
season, 70 people were given cita-
tions for illegal burning and 14 were
arrested and charged with setting
fires in the Commonwealth. The di-
vision will again be working with
the Kentucky Department of  Fish
and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR)
who will be assisting with law en-
forcement. This partnership adds
extra eyes in and around the woods.
All Kentuckians can help by report-
ing a wildland fire or an arsonist to
their local law enforcement office.

Residents should call the Division
of  Air Quality at 1-502-782-6592 to
learn about other specific regula-
tions before burning anything.

Seasonal Restrictions on 

outdoor burning are back in effect

Fall Forest Fire Hazard
Season has started
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KILL
■ Pigweed ■ Thistles ■ Johnsongrass ■ Smutgrass
■ Foxtail ■ Milkweed ■ Other Noxious Weeds
SAVE your desirable crop
The Rotating Weed Wiper That Works!

Kill Weeds for Less Than 
a Dollar Per Acre

GrassWorks Weed Wiper™

Wiped and  Dying Johnsongrass

Tow Behind Units Up To 15'Tractor Mount Units 6' Up To 50'
“I’ve used the GrassWorks 
Weed Wiper on my 1,200 acre 
farm for the last four years. 
My primary weed problem 
is thistles, johnsongrass and 
pigweed. The results are 
great and using this system 
is very economical for weed 
control.”

Eldon – MO

The Proven
Tool For 

Weed 
Control

• One Pass
• Up to 15 MPH
• Less Than $1/Acre

No Drip & No Drift | Can be applied in windy conditions

GrassWorks Manufacturing, LLC
(888) 80-WIPER  www.weedproblems.com

Farm Tested…Farmer Approved Mfg. in USA

KILL WEEDS SAVE LEGUMES

Wiped and  Dying Pigweed

Submitted by Tom Miller

Autumn has arrived in Kentucky,
and now is one of  the best times to
plant new trees. Cool-season planting
allows trees to “focus” on root system
development. Woody plants may take as
long as 3 to 5 years to establish and re-
cover from relocation, and cool-season
planting may expedite establishment.

When trees and shrubs are moved
from one growing site to another, they
endure stress that results in poor root
establishment. This stress may be the
effect of  improper installation and/or

selection of  poor planting material, re-
sulting in a condition known as “trans-
plant shock”. Plants that suffer from
transplant shock may exhibit decline,
dieback, reduced growth, and eventu-
ally death (Figure 1). 

We have a great publication PPFS-
OR-W-19  “Transplant Shock Disease or
Cultural Problem – This publication
outlines the causes of  transplant shock
and explains in detail the best way to
transplant trees and shrubs. In addi-
tion, plants experiencing transplant
shock are more susceptible to second-
ary disease issues. There are also sev-

eral diseases that cause symptoms sim-
ilar to those resulting from transplant
shock-related stresses.

Programs of  the Kentucky Coopera-
tive Extension Service serve all people
regardless of  race, age, sex, color, reli-
gion, disability or national origin. For
additional information, contact your
local County Extension Office.

Figure 1: Transplant shock results in de-
cline, dieback and eventually plant death.
(Photo: Jason Sharman, Vitalitree, Bug-
wood.org)

Transplant Shock: Disease or Cultural Problem?

Figure 1
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Every year around this time, na-
ture puts her greens to bed and
awakens her autumn colors. That
array of  reds, yellows and oranges
painting the landscape is part of  a
very important ecological process.

Throughout the growing season,
chlorophyll, the green pigment in
leaves, photosynthesizes sunlight
and carbon dioxide into sugars trees
need to survive and thrive. As day-
light hours shorten in late summer
and early fall, a layer of  cork cells
forms at the base of  each leaf. This
restricts the flow of  water and min-
erals into the
leaf, which
means spent
chlorophyll
cannot be re-
placed. As
chlorophyll
dies, it no
longer masks
other pig-
ments pres-
ent in the
leaf  —the
yellows, or-
anges and
browns of  carotenoids.

The quality of  light also affects
color brilliance. The production of
one group of  leaf  pigments, the an-
thocyanins, is dependent on the
breakdown of  sugars in the presence
of  the bright light in late summer.

In the best of  years, autumn fo-
liage in Kentucky would stack up
against any rival. University of  Ken-
tucky extension forester, Laurie
Thomas attributes that to the state’s
location.

“Our diverse climate and soil com-
position mean many tree species
common to both northern and south-
ern states grow here. That rich vari-
ety means Kentucky enjoys the full
palette of  fall colors,” said Thomas,
who works in the Department of
Forestry and Natural Resources in
the College of  Agriculture, Food and

Environment.
Tree species have their own sig-

nature colors at this time of  year.
Oaks typically show their reds and
browns. Shades of  yellow show up in
hickories, Kentucky coffeetrees, and
the state tree, the tulip poplar.
Maples have a stunning array of  col-
ors, depending on the variety. Sugar
maples turn orange-yellow or or-
ange-red and red maple takes on a
deep red hue. The native sassafras
tree shows a rainbow of  deep or-
ange, yellow, scarlet and purple on
its mitten-shaped leaves. Some trees,
though, disappoint at this time of
year. The leaves of  elms and pin
oaks just turn brown and drop.

But even if  some trees don’t im-
press with their color palette, they
still contribute to the environment.
Nothing is ever wasted in nature, so
minerals taken into the leaves dur-
ing the growing season are recycled
after the leaves drop to the ground.
When the leaves decompose, their

nutrients again
are available to
be taken up by
the area’s flora,
and organic
materials nour-
ish the soil.

“Year in and
year out, the
cycle continues,
whether the
season brings
brilliant leaves

or faded
browns,”

Thomas said. “It’s nature’s way of
making sure the circle of  life contin-
ues. This year’s growth feeds next
year’s plants and animals.”

It’s early yet. On the calendar, au-
tumn has just begun. A few trees are
starting to change, but the big dis-
play is still ahead. The Kentucky De-
partment of  Tourism reports most
areas of  the state only show a light
stippling of  reds and yellows at pres-
ent. The best color in the state typi-
cally peaks around the second and
third weeks of  October.

The Kentucky Department of
Tourism provides weekly updates on
fall color at https://www.kentucky-
tourism.com/seasons/. Nationwide
fall foliage predictions can be found
at
https://smokymountains.com/fall-
foliage-map/.

Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service

Agriculture Update
As greens fade,
reds and yellows pop

Autumn colors.                    Photo by Matt Barton
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by Jason Travis
Farmers’ Quarterly

It's the nation’s largest indoor
farm show and each year it contin-
ues to grow in popularity. 

The National Farm Machinery
Show features an array of  agricul-
ture services, equipment and tech-
nology on display. It’s held each year
at the Kentucky Exposition Center
in Louisville and draws 300,000 indi-
viduals from both the United States
and around the world. The 2018 Na-
tional Farm Machinery Show is
scheduled Feb. 14-17. Approximately
850 exhibitors will fill the show offer-
ing the latest in equipment, industry
news, technology and trends. 

A big component to each show is
the latest in farming technology that
can improve both yields and time
management. Last year’s show of-
fered 16 free seminars for farmers
and agribusiness professionals. 

Topics included:
-Market and weather strategies
-Grow World Record Corn and

Soybean Yields
-Updates on the Used Machinery

Market
-Marketing Outlook 
-New Sprayer Tech and What It

Means for My Farm
-Farm Data at Work on the Farm
-Super Precise Fertilizer Applica-

tion
-Aerial Imagery
Popular brands, like John Deere,

use the annual farm show to unveil
the latest in farming technology. In
2014, John Deere showcased its Ex-
actEmerge planter, which offered
planting speeds reaching 10 mph. 

Case has also used the show to
promote its newest equipment. In
the past it previewed its Ecolo-
Tiger® 875, promoted as the most ag-
gressive disk ripper available. 

At the 2017 show, New Holland dis-
played its new Rustler 850 model spe-
cialized vehicle with on-demand
all-wheel drive, electronic power
steering and designed to handle
heavy loads.

Kubota debuted its M7-Series
Tractor line at the 2015 show. It
boasted clean, yet powerful diesel en-
gines. It also offered front suspen-

sion to ensure stable operation, fuel
savings, increased productivity and
efficiency. 

So what's to be expected in the
coming year?

Many experts suggest the biggest
tech advances to help farmers won’t
be on land but what's in the air.
Drones are allowing an Ariel view of
crop and soil conditions before
planting, during the growing season
and right up to harvest. 

Drones are able to take infrared
images, allowing growers another
resource to check for diseases that
may not be visible to the naked eye.
Another advantage of  a drone is it
can be used as often as needed.
Whether it's hourly, daily, weekly or
monthly, drones can help monitor
potential trouble spots and improve
crop management. With easements
in regulations and a drop in prices,
drones are expected to play a vital
role in agriculture leading into the
next decade.  

There is no cost to attend the Na-
tional Farm Machinery Show. How-

ever, parking is $8 per car at the Ken-
tucky Exposition Center. In addition
to the latest in farming news and
trends, the Championship Tractor
Pull provides attendees an added
and much anticipated annual event. 

For more on the 2018 show visit
http://www.farmmachineryshow.org
/index.html.

Also, before the Louisville show,
don’t forget the 29th Annual Fort
Wayne Farm Show. It will be held

Jan. 16-18, at the Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum. In addition to a
variety of  exhibitors, the show will
also feature daily educational semi-
nars courtesy of  Northeastern Indi-
ana Soil and Water Conservation
Districts and Purdue Cooperative
Extension. There will also be
fundraising auctions to support the
Indiana FFA Scholarship Founda-
tion.

Tech highlighted at National Farm Machinery Show

National Farm Machinery Show 2016.
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by Jason Travis
Farmers’ Quarterly

They’re not just for sightseeing or
camping by the lake. RVs are a con-
venient way to travel across the
county for those who regularly at-
tend national events, such as sport-
ing competitions or farm machinery
shows and row crop forums. There
are RV trade shows for industry
leaders. 

The National RV Trade Show will
be held Nov. 27-30 in Louisville.
Dubbed as a celebration of  all things
RV, the show brings together indus-
try leaders each year to showcase
the RV lifestyle. Those attending will
include RV dealers, shop owners,
camp managers and distributors.
Accessories, products and services
plus a glimpse into the future of  RV
technology is expected. A show
geared toward industry stakehold-
ers, it promises a preview of  the lat-
est models and accessories. 

A show geared more toward RV
users and enthusiasts will include
the Mid America RV Show sched-
uled Jan. 11-14, 2018, at the Kansas
City Convention Center in Kansas
City. 

The Lexington RV Show will be
held Jan. 19-21, 2018, at Kentucky
Horse Park in Lexington, Ky. 

The Cincinnati-Dayton RV Show
will be held Jan. 25-28, at the Dayton
Convention Center in Dayton, Ohio. 

Many RV users also attend a vari-
ety of  farm shows scheduled across
the country. It’s a great way to travel,
while spending several days attend-
ing forums and conventions. 

The following is a list of  

regional farm shows: 

-Ozark Fall Farmfest 
Ozark Empire Fairgrounds 
3001 N. Grant Ave. 
Springfield, MO 65803

Oct. 6-8, 2017.

-Wheat Industry Fall Conference
Embassy Suites North Charleston, 
South Carolina
Oct. 16-20, 2017

-Sunbelt Ag Expo 
Spence Field 
290 Harper Blvd.
Moultrie, GA 31788
Oct. 17-19, 2017

-North American International
Livestock

Exposition
Kentucky Exposition Center
Louisville, KY
Oct. 31 - Nov. 16

-Wichita Farm & Ranch Show
Kansas Satar Arena
Mulvane, Kansas
Dec. 14-16.

-Fort Wayne Farm Show
Allen County War Memorial 
Coliseum 
4000 Parnell Ave.
Fort Wayne, Ind.
Jan. 16-18, 2018. 

-International Production 
and Processing 
Expo (IPPE)
Georgia World Congress Center
Atlanta, GA 30303
Jan. 30, 2018

-Wheat Industry Winter 
Conference
Grand Hyatt Washington
400 New Jersey Ave NW
Washington, D.C. 20001
Feb. 6-10, 2018

-2018 National Farm Machinery
Show 

Louisville, Ky.
Feb. 14-17, 2018

National farm shows draw crowds, RVs across nation
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Positively charged!

LEARN MORE AT www.admani.com/AMPT
ADM Animal Nutrition™, Quincy, IL  •  866-666-7626  •  AN_BeefHelp@adm.com

AMPT™ is revolutionizing beef cattle mineral nutrition as we know it.
Advanced research and new technologies have led to the
development of greatly improved mineral sources. Never before
has a mineral company combined these technologies into one
package. AMPT precisely targets optimum nutrient levels, comple-
menting forage, to deliver the best performance — nothing more, 
nothing less. That’s the revolution of precision supplementation.

Introducing:
Patrick Davis
270-535-2247

Sales Rep. for Kentucky
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800.934.9777
www.sloanex.com

FLAT-RATE SHIPPING 
STARTING AT $11.00

REQUEST A FREE 
2015 CATALOG

$203.94
Rotary Cutter
Blade Set Kit
To Fit Bush Hog
2615L Cutter
Includes 6 blades for 
15” cutter.

$37.95
Yetter 21”
Green Rotary 
Hoe Wheel 
16 Forged Teeth
Riveted Bearing
Assembly

Order# 3400111G

Precut Round
Baler Belts
Model Specific to fit 
your Baler.
All Belts Pre-cut and 
Pre-laced.
Made in USA!

$68.95
48” Folding
Canopy Frame
180 Degree swivel
Mtg bracket and 
canvas sold 
separately.  Price 
includes frame only.Order# 505013

NEW
JD/CIH Flex 
Draper Belts
Made in USA
29% Stronger 
than OEM.

MacDon Belts available!

$429.00
JD A/C 
Compressor 
Conversion Kit
Fits 30,40 Series 
Tractors (except 
4640, 4840)

Order# 990-403

$2.25
6” Pipe Reel 
Tine 
Fits: Agco, Case-IH, 
John Deere, Massey, 
New Holland

Order# 710010

$14.99
JD 600 Series 
Platform Guard 
Replaces: H229537
High Wear Guard

Order# 700610

$13.99
JD 600 Series 
Platform Guard
Replaces: H229538
High Wear Guard

Order# 700615

$4.59
NH Left Hand
Rubber Rake 
Tooth 
216, 258, 259 
Rakes
Made in USA!

Order# 600016

$99.00
JD 20, 30, 40 
Series Tractor 
Hydraulic ISO 
Conversion Kit 

Order# 310762

$435.00
ISO Remote 
Hydraulic Doubler 
Valve 
12V Solenoid Valves
Includes Harness and 
Swtichbox
Multiplies existing hyd 
outlets

Order# 700-1510

$16.99
JD Round Baler 
Teeth 
Replaces: 
AFH202304
Pack of 4 Square 
wire teeth with 
hardware.Order# 600435

$99.00
JD 3 piece 
Tractor Seat  
Vinyl Cover on High 
density foam. Fits 
3020, 4020, 4430, 
5020 and many 
more...Order# 504955

$169.00
18” Portable
Digital Hay 
Tester 
14.4% - 44% 
moisture range. 
32-225 temp tange

Order# 270120

$169.00
Digital Fender 
Roll-top Radio
18FM/12AM/6WB 
Presets
Includes Antenna

Order# 800500

$41.99
7” Flexco 
Alligator Rivet 
Baler Belt 
Splice Kit
Includes: 2 splices & 
Rivets

$135.00
JD SoundGard Cab 
Extendable Mirror
8” x 11” Wide Angle 
Mirror.  Extends up to 
36” from cab.

Order# 760799Order# 761106



Source: Kentucky Afield Outdoors

The arrival of  the new Kentucky
Hunting and Trapping Guide from
the Kentucky Department of  Fish
and Wildlife Resources provides a
comforting reassurance that sum-
mer is marching closer to fall. The
free guide has shipped to outlets that
sell licenses and permits, but it also
can be viewed and downloaded from
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife’s web-
site at fw.ky.gov.

A valuable resource for anyone
who plans to participate in fall hunt-
ing seasons, the annual publication
lists season dates and summarizes
rules and regulations for deer, elk,
bear, turkey, small game, furbearers
and other species. It also provides in-
formation about licensing and per-
mit requirements, youth hunting,
quota hunts, public lands hunting
and much more.

Changes since last year also are
highlighted in the guide. There are
several to note this year, including
new or expanded hunting opportuni-
ties on wildlife management areas
(WMAs) and state parks. An adden-
dum to the bear hunting section of
the guide is forthcoming. It will be
available on the department’s web-
site or by calling the department at
1-800-858-1549.

In addition to brushing up on the
latest information, this also is a good
time to start laying the groundwork
for a safe and successful season.

Trail cameras have become a val-
ued tool for many hunters. Derek
Beard recently put up trail cameras
on land he plans to hunt this fall in
an effort to pattern deer before
archery season, which this year
opens Sept. 2 across the state.

“Trail cameras will give you an
idea about what’s there,” said Beard,
Bluegrass Wildlife Region coordina-
tor for Kentucky Fish and Wildlife.
“I look for a high megapixel cameras
and this time of  year I like my flash
cameras. They’re older trail cam-
eras, but I like a colored nighttime
picture because it helps me identify
those deer a lot better and get a bet-

ter idea of  what they look like.”
Tree stands can offer hunters an

advantage in the woods, but safety
should always be foremost in mind
when utilizing one.

Whether a stand has been left out
in the elements since last year or is
new from the box, it should be thor-
oughly inspected. Replace any dam-
aged tethers, straps and lines. It’s
also wise to inspect safety harnesses
and ensure they fit properly.

If  hanging a stand, pick a live tree
that is relatively straight. Gabe
Jenkins considers a few things be-
fore choosing a stand location.

“I want it close to where I’m ex-
pecting deer to be,” said Jenkins, the
deer and elk program coordinator
for Kentucky Fish and Wildlife. “An-
other consideration is what type of
weapon that I plan to be using in
that tree stand, whether it’s an
archery setup or firearms or both.
And accessibility.”

Something else to keep in mind:
the invasive emerald ash borer has
ravaged ash trees in recent years.
While forest floors are littered with
broken and shattered ash trees and
their limbs, many dead ash trees are
still standing.

“You need to really pay attention
to the kind of  tree you’re putting
your stands in,” Jenkins said. “Espe-
cially in the Bluegrass, the domi-
nant tree species can be ash. You do
not want to put your stand in a dead
ash tree or in close proximity to
one.”

Now is a good time to register for
hunter education courses. Hunters
who are not license exempt and were
born after Jan. 1, 1975 must carry a
valid hunter education card or
hunter education exemption permit
while hunting. Hunter education
cards are obtained by completing a
hunter education course. Courses
are offered in person throughout the
state, online or on a CD-ROM. Regis-
ter online through the department’s
website.

While there, explore all that it has
to offer. Find a place to hunt with the
WMA and Public Lands search or

public shooting ranges. Buy licenses
or permits. Consider subscribing to
Kentucky Afield magazine, Ken-
tucky Fish and Wildlife’s award-win-
ning publication. The fall issue will
explore grouse restoration efforts,
profile hunters who harvested some
of  Kentucky’s most impressive
bucks last year and preview fall

hunting opportunities.
Author Kevin Kelly is a staff

writer for Kentucky Afield maga-
zine, the official publication of  the
Kentucky Department of  Fish and
Wildlife Resources. Get the latest
from Kevin and the entire Kentucky
Afield staff  by following them on
Twitter: @kyafield.
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Proudly Owned & Operated by 
the Stockholders Since 1945

Cattle, Horses,
Poultry, Pets & 

more.. 
475 WEST KY DRIVE  • LACENTER, KY

270-665-5101

We are your Feed 
Headquarters

Gas • Farm • Home
Clothing • Gardening

Sporting Goods

 Bin Vs. Silo Terminology

Fall Hunting Season at last
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Encourage others who are unfa-
miliar to hunting to share in the re-
wards of  your efforts; complete the
hunting experience by taking them
hunting! 

If  you're an experienced hunter,
you taking new people hunting is
more important than ever for our
hunting heritage and for conserving
wildlife—now and in the future.
Hunting licenses and fees pay for
state wildlife programs!

If  you’re new to hunting, going
with an experienced hunter that you
know is invaluable to help you get
started and develop your hunting
skills.   It’s also safer to hunt with
others, and more enjoyable to most
hunters. One way to network with
deer hunters is to join a local branch
of  the Quality Deer Management As-
sociation, whose purpose is to pro-
mote deer conservation and ethical
hunting.

Take Someone Hunting

Turkey-Fall
Bag Limits
Four (4) birds total, either sex:
No more than two (2) of  which may be taken with a shotgun.
No more than one (1) bird may have a beard length 
of  three (3) inches or longer.
No more than one (1) bird may be taken per day.
Archery
Location: Statewide Season Dates: Sep 2 2017 - Jan 15 2018either sex
Crossbow
Location: Statewide Season Dates: Oct 1 2017 - Oct 22 2017either sex
Location: Statewide Season Dates: Nov 11 2017 - Dec 31 2017either sex
Shotgunn
Location: Statewide Season Dates: Oct 28 2017 - Nov 3 2017 either sex
Location: Statewide Season Dates: Dec 2 2017 - Dec 8 2017either sex

Deer Zone 1
A hunter may take an unlimited number of  antlerless deer. Two (2)

deer may be taken using the statewide deer permit and an unlimited
number of  antlerless deer may be taken using Additional Deer Permits.

A hunter is limited to one (1) deer with visible antlers (excluding but-
ton bucks) per license year statewide.

Hunters shall abide by the equipment restrictions in place for each sea-
son.

Archery
Currently in Season
Location: Zone 1, 2 and 3 Season

Dates: Sep 2 2017 - Jan 15 2018 either
sexAdd Event to Calendar

Exceptions: Either sex may be
taken, except Oct. 21-22, Nov. 11-20
and Dec. 9-14, when hunters may
take antlered deer only.

Crossbow
Location: Zones 1, 2 and 3 Season

Dates: Oct 1 2017 - Oct 22 2017either
sexAdd Event to Calendar

Exceptions: Either sex may be
taken except Oct. 21-22, when
hunters may take antlered deer

only
Location: Zones 1, 2 and 3 Season

Dates: Nov 11 2017 - Dec 31 2017 ei-
ther sex

Modern Gun
Location: Zones 1 and 2 Season

Dates: Nov 11 2017 - Nov 26 2017 ei-
ther sex

Youth-Free
Location: Statewide Season

Dates: Dec 30 2017 - Dec 31 2017 ei-
ther sex

Youth-Only
Location: Statewide Season

Dates: Oct 14 2017 - Oct 15 2017 ei-
ther sex

Turkey & Deer Hunting Seasons

Farm and Harvest
safety tips

KPI Staff Report

Agriculture is one of  the most dan-
gerous and most demanding indus-
tries in the US. Farmers across the
nation who perform on a daily basis
means it gets easier to skip a few
steps to fight fatigue or to get the job
done faster. But with doing that it
puts them at greater risk of  making
a mistake or having an accident.
Sometimes these accidents can
cause minor to serious injuries or
even death. In Livingston County
last year a man was killed after his
farm truck rolled over him in his
field one Friday morning. 
Dale Dobson, Kentucky Department
of  Agriculture Safety Administra-
tor agrees about the dangers of  not
using farming equipment properly.
“Tractor roll over is the number one
killer,” said Dobson. “90% of  all
farm deaths can be stopped just by
using the ROPS and seat belt,” 
ROPS is a roll bar that is build to
keep the tractor from killing when
its rolls over. The rops makes a
safety zone and the seat belt hold
you in the safety zone.
Farm and Harvest safety is so im-
portant in fact that former Ken-
tucky Governor Paul Patton
proclaimed the week of  Sept. 15-21
as Farm and Home Safety Week in
Kentucky. The signed proclamation
honors Kentucky's farming families
and the emergency professionals
who train and labor to help in acci-
dents and disasters. It calls upon all
Kentuckians to join in this obser-
vance, recognizing that the agricul-
tural industry is a vital but
sometimes dangerous component of
the Commonwealth's economy.
The Kentucky Department of  Agri-
culture  has a program dedicated to

Farm Safety that conducts many ed-
ucational programs across Ken-
tucky complete with a Farm Safety
Roll Over Tractor and Grain Bin
Simulator. With a push a button, the
tractor turns over, demonstrating
the single most common fatal farm
accident and the need to use the
Rollover Protective Structure
(ROPS).   
The KDA also has a website that
provides many useful tips to pro-
mote farm and harvest safety. Some
of  them are simple, like read the
owners manual of  all equipment
and always wear a seat belt, but it’s
these obvious steps that get ignored
that  cause the most dangerous con-
sequences. 
Some  other important things to re-
member are to  keep safety shields
in place at all times, make sure ex-
haust systems are in good condition
and leak free.,  always have clear
rear vision when traveling on road-
ways, and  hitch towed loads to the
drawbar and never higher.
Keep a first-aid kit and fire extin-
guisher on the tractor.. Never make
repairs or adjustments to a working
machine. and always disengage
equipment, shut the tractor off, and
lock brakes before dismounting.
Always remember to check for by-
standers, especially children, before
starting or moving equipment
parts. If   machinery must be moved
on a roadway after dark, have work-
ing headlights and flashing front
and rear warning lights to see
what’s ahead and be seen by drivers
along the roadways.
If  people continue to stay alert and
remember safety first before head-
ing to the field, fatal accidents and
injuries can be avoided.

“Tractor roll over is the number one killer,”
Dale Dobson, Ky Department of Ag
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by Teresa Pearson

The return of  a hunting season
for black bears in Kentucky is a
wildlife management milestone. In
the early 20th century, most big
game animals had disappeared or
were at historically low population
levels. Today, all the state's native
big game species, except for bison,
have increased to huntable popula-
tion levels.

The American black bear, once
abundant throughout much of
Kentucky, was nearly absent from
the state by the early 1900s.

Black bears hung on in the re-
mote forests of  southern Ap-
palachia and made a comeback
throughout the region. Today, they
are the most abundant and wide-
spread of  all eight bear species in
the world.

In Kentucky, it took about 25
years for natural range expansion
to establish a bear population, not

by a planned restocking effort.
Male bears arrived first, followed
by sows that eventually produced
cubs. Bears re-colonized eastern
Kentucky's mountain region from
the neighboring states of  West Vir-
ginia, Virginia and Tennessee,
where bear populations remained
viable.

Bears now have access to large
chunks of  quality forest habitat in
Kentucky since timber stands have
reached maturity after being cut
about a century ago.

As a result, Kentucky has a resi-
dent bear population that is only
going to get bigger and more visi-
ble with time. In the late 1990s,
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife would
typically receive about 20 to 30 re-
ports a year of  bear sightings. The
numbers swelled to hundreds a
year a decade later. 

Natural reproduction by bears
in Kentucky has been documented
since the early 2000s. "The other

driving force in establishing a bear
season was public interest and
support from sporting organiza-
tions in Kentucky," Dobey said.

Dobey said most female bears
were already in their dens for the
winter, with some denning as early
as October, based upon informa-
tion from radio-collared bears.

The bag limit is one bear per
hunter. The hunt is open to any
Kentucky resident who has a valid
bear hunting permit and hunting
license.

Successful hunters must take
their bear to one of  the check-in
stations set up in each of  the open
counties. Biologists will weigh the
bears, take body measurements
and biological samples for re-
search, and attach a carcass tag to
each harvested animal. Hunters
must also Telecheck their bear be-
fore leaving the check station.

Hunters may not take female
bears with cubs or bears weighing

less than 75 pounds. A 75-pound
bear is about the same size as an
adult Labrador retriever. Baiting is
prohibited, including garbage used
as bait. For example, hunters may
not shoot a bear feeding at a
garbage can or dumpster.

Hunters must have landowner
permission to hunt or retrieve
downed bears from private land,
and hunter orange clothing is re-
quired for all bear hunters regard-
less of  what hunting equipment
they use.

Most Kentucky hunters have
never taken a bear. However,
hunters can use some of  the same
hunting strategies they use for
deer. Both tree stands and ground
blinds are effective. Hunters
should begin by scouting ridge-
lines for acorns. In the fall and
winter months, bears feed heavily,
putting on weight before denning.

Source Ky Dept. of  Fish &
Wildlife

Black Bear Hunting in Kentucky
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by Teresa Pearson

KPI Staff

Many people enjoy hunting big
game - bigger than a deer hunting.
Even folks in the local area go to
other states and pay to go on “Big
Game Hunts” some to Florida on ali-
gator hunts. One local fellow went to

Florida to fish and ended up with an
alligator on the hook. Imagine what
a shock that was.

Some hunters go to Montana for
bear or moose hunting.

The northern reaches of  British
Columbia. This area has some of  the
finest hunting available for Stone
Sheep, Grizzly Bear, Mountain Cari-
bou, Western Canada Moose, and
Mountain Goat. Additionally, there
are some outstanding fishing and
duck hunting.

Some locals go as far as Africa,
which is long known as one of  the
premier big game hunting destina-
tions on the continent, South Africa
has abundant populations of  plains
and dangerous game.The term is his-
torically associated with the hunting
of  Africa's "Big Five" game (lion,
African elephant, Cape buffalo, leop-
ard and rhinoceros), and with tigers
and rhinoceroses on the Indian sub-
continent. Along with the big five
animals, many other species are
hunted including kudu, antelope,
and hartebeest. The pictures shown
at right are from a local family who
went hunting in Africa and have
about a dozen different Big Game
displays.

Safari hunts cater to a clientele of
big-game hunters, who bring back
more than 400 lion trophies — heads
and furs — into the United States
each year.

You'll need the right permits and
it's subject to quotas and regulations
but if  you do it by the book, then it's
perfectly legal. And once you've
killed it you can export the trophy
home.

Hunting Safaris strive to provide
you with memories for a lifetime. If
you are planning on going big game
hunting you should know that prepa-
ration is of  the utmost importance.
The right calibre rifle and right am-
munition can make the difference
between taking home a trophy and
taking an expensive stroll through
the bushveld.

Theodore Roosevelt, former U.S.
president and renowned big-game
hunter, waxed poetic about a mas-
sive bull rhinoceros in his 1910 book,

"African Game Trails: An Account
of  the African Wanderings of  an
American Hunter-Naturalist," after
glimpsing the rhino during a safari
in British East Africa and the Bel-
gian Congo earlier that year.

"The big beast stood like an un-
couth statue, his hide black in the
sunlight; he seemed what he was, a
monster surviving over from the
world's past, from the days when the
beasts of  the prime ran riot in their
strength, before man grew so cun-
ning of  brain and hand as to master
them." wrote Roosevelt.

You can go online and book a
hunting destination package for the
right price and be on your way to
“Big Game Hunting.”

But remember, there are plenty of
places right here in western Ken-
tucky to do some wonderful and ex-
citing hunting and fishing. For deer,
turkey, duck, rabbit and squarel. 

There’s no better place than in the
Four River Counties (Ballard,
Carlisle, Hickman and Fulton) River
Bottoms to hunt, fish and relax. 

The fishing and hunting are great
and camping, kayacking, horseback
riding and ATV trails are available
too.

Kentucky Lake area has hunting
and fishing destinations also, so
don’t forget to keep some of  that
business local.
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There are alligator hunts in
the South that can be found
with packages online starting
as low as $799 per hunter up to
$4,500 for trophy gator hunts,
and there may be an option to
hunt hogs during the day, since
the gator hunts are normally
done at night.

These hunts are offered year-
round, but September and Octo-
ber are the best months for
taking a larger gator.

You can get a package hunt
on alligator, using different
arms like rifle, bow or harpoon.

Alligators could vary a lot in
their size and length, depend-
ing on variations in different
factors as food ration, climate
and other environmental condi-
tions. Alligators feed almost
everything they are able to
hunt: fish, insects, snails and
crustaceans. Their natural
habitat includes swamps,
streams, rivers, ponds and
lakes.

It’s widely known that
Florida is considered to be one
of  the greatest habitats of  alli-
gators. People from different
states willingly visit Florida
Wildlife Adventure to meet
these predators with their own
eyes, to face a challenge and to
find a huge pleasure in hunting
on them. 

Gator
hunting

Big Game Hunting Out of State & Overseas

Pictured are trophies mounted by a local
western Kentucky family.
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Selling 215

Graber Auctions ~ 812-254-2220 ~ Mark J. Graber - AU1940013
1382 S. State Road 257, Washington, IN ~ www.graberauctions.com

PUBLIC AUTO AUCTION
and O’Brian Estate October 21, 2017 at 8:30 am

Preview all day Friday before the auction until 5:30 pm
1382 S. State Road 257 • Washington, IN 47501

Retired Government vehicles; Utility trailers; 
Dump trucks; Spreader truck; Ford F250’s; Ford 
Rangers; work trucks & much more. The Estate 
of Robert O’Brian will sell in the 2nd auction ring, 
including: Boats & Fishing & Hunting Supplies 
& John Deere X300 mower: Lowe Jon boat w/ 

-
rude 35 & trailer; duck decoys; live traps; lots 

-
dle sewing machine; old magazine rack; 10 gal. 
crock; metal Salvage drum; wood boxes; Homer 

Laughlin; Punch bowl set; hand meat grinder; met-
al trays; Reco plate collection; glassware; Nativity 
sets; angels; Time Life book set; World Book en-

elec. guitar;  Tools & Misc: Metal lathe; Ingersoll 
Rand air compressor; Tow bar for Jeep; Reese 

-
-

es; socket sets; vise; shovels & pitch forks; wood 
step ladder; Mantis tiller; garden tiller; log chains; 

grease gun; sledge hammer & much more. 

$25.00 Document fee on all vehicles. All items must be paid in full day of auction.
Owner: Robert O’Brian Estate  Accepting Consignments until Thursday (Oct 19,) at 5:00PM 

1999 F450 Service truck, 
7.3 dsl, w Auto Crane, 

Compressor, sells absolute 
to the highest bidder…

2012 Chevrolet
Colorado Work Truck

2001 STERLING
CATERPILLAR

2006 FLEETWOOD
CAMPER

The Friends of  Clarks River has
partnered with the Marshall County
Fiscal Court, Mike Miller Park, Com-
munity Financial Services Bank,
Kentucky Lake Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau, Kentucky Lake Cham-
ber of  Commerce and Murray State
University to host the first annual
Wildlife, Heritage and Outdoor Festi-
val (WHO Festival) at Mike Miller
Park on October 20 and 21 in 2017,
bringing local communities together
to celebrate and promote the outdoor
legacy unique to our area. The goal
of  this festival is to create a family
oriented event that celebrates our
community assets, opportunities,
and traditions that have contributed
to a long-standing outdoor heritage
in Western Kentucky. Through this
festival, we hope to create a culture
that celebrates and values our out-
door heritage, and plans accordingly
to maintain this heritage long into
the future as our communities grow.

Festival activities will include a
Big Buck Professional Scoring Ex-

hibit; the Ducks Unlimited Wildlife
Calling Contest with the Murray
State University Wildlife Society;
Live Music, including Garret Todd,
the Liberty Boys, Jennifer Knight,
Jenny and Jamie Jameson, and the
Badgett Theater Performers and
Band; Wildlife Photography Contest
with Marshall County Photography
Club; Youth Fishing Derby with
Crappie USA; Family Bike Ride;
Guided Bird Walks; Wildlife Ex-
hibits; Clarks River Family Float
with the Jackson Purchase Founda-
tion; Hunter Education Range Day
with the Kentucky Department of
Fish and Wildlife Resources; Archery
Tutorials with Tennessee National
Wildlife Refuge, and various Educa-
tional Seminars, and will serve to at-
tract a broad audience of  outdoor
enthusiasts to our community. Public
land managers, organized commu-
nity groups, outdoor recreation sup-
ply vendors and food vendors have
been invited to contribute to the at-
traction and goals of  the event.

This festival is the first step to-
wards promoting and enhancing the
unique outdoor recreational opportu-
nities available on both public and
private lands in Western Kentucky
and the associated economic benefits
of  these opportunities. The festival is
an opportunity to highlight our con-
nection with nature and our outdoor
heritage, and the various ways we
can contribute to the conservation
and sustainability of  our unique
area. Additional family activities at
the festival will include:

- Jumping Like Wildlife in Bounce
Houses provided by the Friends of
Clarks River National Wildlife
Refuge

- Animal Olympics with the Clarks
River National Wildlife Refuge

- Pumpkin Painting with Hutson,
Inc. 

- Duck Hunt Simulation with
Ducks Unlimited

- Rocking Painting 
- Wildlife Furs with Murray State

University Wildlife Society
- Snakes with the Murray State

University Wildlife Society
- Petting Zoo with Kara’s Crea-

tures
- Bowfishing Simulation 
- Face Painting 
- Wildlife Costume Contest and

Trick or Treating
- Smokey the Bear with the US For-

est Service
- Get Your Goose on with Puddles

and the US Fish and Wildlife Service
- Bee Keeping with Andy Todd
- Youth Photography Contest with

the Marshall County Photography
Club

- Illegal Wildlife Trafficking with
the US Fish and Wildlife Service

For more information about this
festival and the events included in
the festival, visit www.kentucky-
lake.org or contact the Friends of
Clarks River National Wildlife
Refuge at 270-493-6196. 

Friends of  Clarks River Wildlife Heritage & Outdoor Festival



The Kentucky Farm Bureau
“Outstanding Young Farm Family”
competition annually recognizes an
individual or couple ages 18-35 who
has exhibited the strongest farm
management skills, most consistent
financial growth and highest level of
involvement in both Farm Bureau

and their community.
Each year, county Farm Bureaus

are encouraged to promote the Out-
standing Young Farm Family
(OYFF) competition among young
farmers, recognizing them both in
their chosen occupation and for lead-
ership achievements. From there,

each county OYFF winner is then el-
igible for the district and state com-
petition.

This year, the top three state final-
ists are Matt and Amanda Gajdzik of
Shelby County, Ben and Katie Fur-
nish of  Harrison County, and
Nicholas and Bethany Hardesty of
Meade County.

Matt and Amanda Gajdzik

The Gajdziks have been involved
in farming most of  their lives. Matt,
although not born on a farm, had the
benefit of  spending time on a dairy
operation at a young age. His love for
agriculture grew from there, encour-
aging him to become a first-genera-
tion farmer.

Amanda grew up on her family’s
diverse grain, cattle and tobacco op-
eration. Both received college de-
grees in agriculture and began their
first farming endeavor together in
2002 with 10 cows. The two worked
public jobs while growing the farm
and today their operation consists of
2,000 acres of  corn, soybeans, burley
tobacco, apples, peaches and hemp.
They also raise cattle, grow pump-
kins, and hay.

The couple adds to their business
with a catering service. Their plunge
into the produce industry came in
2010 recognizing the need in their
community for a local orchard. They
now have an on-farm market to sell
their produce along with other lo-
cally produced goods such as eggs,
honey, meats, vegetables and crafts.
Through strategic planning and a bit
of  learning from their mistakes, the
couple has doubled the foot traffic in
their market every year since it
began.

They are members of  the Shelby
County Farm Bureau. The couple
has two children and plan on ex-
panding their farming operation all
in an effort to build a farm of  which
their children can be proud. 

Ben and Katie Furnish

In 2003 Ben bought his first group
of  cows and raised his first tobacco
crop utilizing the farming back-
ground he grew up with on his par-
ents’ 176 acre cattle and burley
tobacco operation. From that point
he expanded significantly on what
his father had started and purchased
his first farm of  46 adjoining acres
in 2005.

Over the next decade he would
continue to grow through purchased
and leased land. Today, he and his
family operate on more than 2,200
acres of  owned and leased land.
Farm production includes stocker
steers, burley tobacco, corn, soy-
beans, wheat, mixed hay and, for the
last three years, industrial hemp.

The Furnishes also custom har-
vest hay for a neighboring farm, and
custom harvest grains for neighbor-
ing farms when needed. Katie has a
degree in nursing and works part-
time as an RN at their local hospital.
The couple has three children. Ben,
who has a degree in agriculture eco-
nomics, uses the Kentucky Farm
Business Management program to
help compare his family operation to
others of  the same size in an effort
to improve and be more profitable.

The couple plans to expand their
stocker operation 

See FARM FAMILY, page 37
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in the future, while also looking
“heavily” at expanding their feeder
calf  operation. This would allow for
another source of  natural fertilizer
and lower their input cost without
sacrificing crop yields.

Ben and Katie are members of
Harrison County Farm Bureau and
are active in many other organiza-
tions. They also enjoy many family
activities including being active in
their church and participating in
local recreational baseball.

Nicholas and Bethany Hardesty

The Hardestys, who own a farm-
ing operation in Meade County,  have
a simple philosophy in life; family
and Christian values come first, then
everything will work itself  out. That
way of  thinking has worked well for
this couple, both of  which grew up
with agricultural backgrounds.
Today they operate a tobacco, corn,
soybean, and hay operation, from a
crop perspective while also raising

cattle on their nearly 600 acres of
owned and leased land.

The couple views their tobacco op-
eration as being unique in today’s
agricultural environment and have
invested in a tobacco supply business
and additional greenhouses (they
have a total of  nine) to produce
plants. Today they supply ag supply
centers with most anything a farmer
would need to raise a crop of  to-
bacco. They also do some direct
sales, as well. 

During his freshman year in high
school in 2000, Nicholas joined his
FFA chapter and chose tobacco pro-
duction as his Supervised Agricul-
ture Experience (SAE). That began
his career in tobacco production
with 3 acres. In 2001 he bought his
first two feeder calves beginning his
involvement in the cattle business.
The couple purchased their first
farm in January of  2011.

While Nicholas is in charge of  the
day-to-day operations on the farm,
Bethany worked off  the farm until
late 2014 when she took over, full-
time, managing the books and pay-
roll, taking care of  all H2A
paperwork and filing, along with tak-
ing care of  much of  the greenhouse
work.   

The couple, who are members of
Meade County Farm Bureau, looks
to expand their farming operation in
the future. Those expansions include
adding more greenhouses, increas-
ing the cattle herd size and increas-
ing the grain storage capability on
the farm.

Nicholas and Bethany are the par-
ents of  three daughters and still are
active in local 4-H and FFA activities,
as well as being involved in their
church.
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FRANKFORT, – The length of  day
relative to the time of  year never
changes. As the nights lengthen
slightly with each passing day in fall,
the overnight temperatures drop and
pull heat from the top layers of  lakes. 

This development is already under-
way, but will peak over the next
month and make excellent fishing
conditions for black bass. 

“The cooler, oxygenated water in
the shallows draws baitfish and the
bass follow to feed heavily,” said Jeff
Ross, assistant director of  fisheries
for the Kentucky Department of  Fish
and Wildlife Resources. “The shorter
days signal to bass that winter is com-
ing and they must feed heavily in
fall.”

The shallow movement of  black
bass, mainly largemouth bass, but a
few spotted bass and even small-
mouth on lakes that have them, pres-
ents the best bass fishing
opportunities of  the year for bank-
bound anglers. 

Water temperatures in Kentucky’s
major reservoirs are in the mid-70s.
When the temperatures drop into the
60s, bank anglers should hit the lower

1/3 of  the main lake or major creek
arm of  our major reservoirs and the
dam area of  our smaller, state-owned
lakes. You will have as good a chance
at a 5-pound or better bass as some-
one with a bass boat that costs as
much as many people’s homes.

Bank fishing, like wade fishing
streams, returns anglers to a time
when all they had was a small, one-
tray tackle box and a Zebco 33 combo.
You can concentrate on fishing, not
fighting wind with a trolling motor or
fiddling with a cranky sonar unit.
You can bring one rod and one small
tackle bag or box and have all you
need.

Map study is paramount for finding
productive spots to bank fish for bass
in fall. Points with the old river or
major creek channel running close to
them are tops. Most of  our major
reservoirs have boat ramps and recre-
ational areas in the lower areas of  the
main lake or a major creek arm that
offer public bank access. 

Our smaller, state-owned lakes
have a 50-foot easement for the public
to access the bank for fishing. Visit
the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife web-

site at www.fw.ky.gov and click on the
“Find a Place To Fish” tab. Many of
the state-owned lakes now have 5-foot
contour maps and locations of  fish at-
tractors featured on this helpful web
page.

“You can use a more active bait in
fall, especially if  you are fishing from
the bank,” Ross said. “Crankbaits and
spinnerbaits work well in fall.”

Medium-running crankbaits in
shad-colors such as chrome and black
work wonders as do white spinner-
baits with skirts of  black, silver with
touches of  blue. “Keep moving and
cover water,” Ross said. “You don’t
have to be too fancy, just get the bait
in front of  the bass.”

You will catch mainly largemouth
bass, but in the lower sections of
lakes such as Lake Cumberland, Bar-
ren River Lake or Green River Lake
that hold smallmouths, a marauding
bronzeback may savage your lure, es-
pecially on overcast days. You may
also pick up a football-shaped spotted
bass. Spotted bass make excellent
table fare. It generally benefits the
black bass population in the lake if
you harvest some spotted bass, one of

the reasons they have no minimum
size limit.

Boat ramps are another spot to
catch bass, especially largemouths
and spotted bass. Nearly all boat
ramps have a gouge hole at the end of
them from the blast of  outboards
scouring the bottom when trailering a
boat. By mid-October, boat ramps get
little action from boats, so working a
crankbait over the gouge hole at the
end of  the ramp can produce fantastic
action. 

Crankbaits and spinnerbaits work
well for fishing the dam riprap, but a
large crappie minnow or small to
medium shiner hooked through
upper lip with a 1/0-circle hook and a
couple of  BB-sized split shot weights
usually outfishes everything. Keep
the outfit moving slowly to avoid
hanging the split shot weights in the
riprap. Bottom fishing live bait off
channel points also works wonders in
fall.

Author Lee McClellan is a nation-
ally award-winning associate editor
for Kentucky Afield magazine.

Kentucky Afield Outdoors: Productive Fall Spots to Bank Fish for Black Bass
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Jimmy Dan Hicks
Vice President 

Loan Officer

HELPING 
MY CUSTOMERS 

GROW THEIR 

BUSINESS 
IS MY BUSINESS.

Member FDIC 

At Independence Bank, we’re proud to be Kentucky’s #1 Ag lender and to help farmers’ businesses grow.

1776bank.com/agricultural-services

507 North 12th Street • 721 South 12th Street


