
FRANKFORT, Ky.  –The 
2023 Kentucky Farm Bureau 
Beef Expo finished with 
more than $780,000 in total 
sales in the 37th edition of 
the event at the Kentucky 

Exposition Center during the 
first weekend of March.

Total sales in 2023 were 
$781,410 a decrease of 
$147,590 compared to last 
year’s sales, but closer in 

line to 2021 sales which 
reached a little more than 
$770,000. In addition to 
total sales being down, the 
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2023 Beef  Expo sales reach $780,000

Agriculture Commissioner Dr. Ryan Quarles, center, met with Kentucky Farm Bureau's executive team and breed 
representatives during the Kentucky Farm Bureau Beef Expo last week. The group makes up the Beef Expo 
Board. Each of the breed representatives received a check for premiums and awards. 

(Photo courtesy B. Todd Bright, Kentucky Farm Bureau)

By Tom Ward
Farmers' Quarterly Writer

The Kentucky Soil 
and Water Conservation 
Commission has awarded 
tobacco settlement money to 
farm projects in the Pennyrile 
area.

On Tuesday, Kentucky 
Governor Andy Beshear 
announced that the Kentucky 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Commission had allocated 
over $4.2 million in tobacco 
settlement funds to 345 
agricultural projects.

Projects in Caldwell 
County will receive the most, 
as 11 applications totaling 
$76,4601.01 were approved for 
Fiscal Year 2023. Two projects 
for a total of  $39,183.49 were 
approved in Livingston 
County, while three projects 
for a total of  $25,768.59 were 

approved in Lyon County. 
Hopkins County received 
$8,541.64 and Trigg County 
received $3,870.10 for two 
projects. Henderson County 
and Webster County each 
had one project approved 
for a total of  $10,129.92 and 
$2,205.00 respectively.

The funds will be 
used to assist farmers in 
implementing practices that 
protect water quality and 
prevent soil erosion, such as 
alternative water sources for 
livestock, grassed waterways, 
rotational grazing, and cover 
crops.

On an annual basis, 
the General Assembly 
appropriates funds from the 
Tobacco Master Settlement 
to support the program. 
In collaboration with local 

Pennyrile Farmers to receive 
Tobacco Settlement Funds

see FUNDS, page 3

https://harrisauctions.com
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average sale also decreased slightly 
by $98 to $2,427 per lot, with 324 lots 
auctioned this year, nearly 50 less 
than 2022.

“Cattle is one of Kentucky’s top 
livestock and the Kentucky Farm 
Bureau Beef Expo is a place to 
showcase the fact that this state is 
still the largest beef cattle state east 
of the Mississippi River,” Kentucky 
Agriculture Commissioner Dr. Ryan 
Quarles said, “Cattle numbers are 
down this year, but that’s a trend 
we’re seeing nationwide. Tough 
weather events and high input costs 
combined to create a necessary 
culling of some cattle. But, we’re an 
agricultural state and the resiliency 
of our farmers will see them bounce 
back. This show is putting that 
resiliency and toughness center 
stage.”

Angus cattle brought an average of 
$3,232 per lot to lead all breeds. The 
sale topper was an $8,000 Hereford 
Female from Matheny Herefords 
Farm out of Mays Lick, Ky. The Beef 
Expo welcomed 15 states and eight 
breeds this year.

In the junior show, 378 cattle from 
14 states passed through the show 
ring, including 190 from Kentucky. 
The judging contest attracted 115 
participants.

The 2023 Beef Expo’s main 
sponsors were Kentucky Farm 
Bureau and the Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture.

EXPO
continued from page 1

farmers, state-wide Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts verify 
and submit proposed projects for 
consideration. The awardees have two 
years to finish the project.

The Conservation Commission has 
allocated more than $180 million in 
state cost-share funds over the last 30 
years, resulting in the completion of  
456 projects in fiscal year 2022. Among 
these projects were the installation of  
50 miles of  fence, 1,553 acres of  cover 
crop, and nearly 20 miles of  pipeline 
to supply water to 184 waterers.

FUNDS
continued from page 1

102 Taylorsville Road  •  Shelbyville, KY 40065

502.437.5400502.437.5400

MANY TRAILERS IN STOCK!MANY TRAILERS IN STOCK!

carolg@ustrailercenter.com  • www.ustrailercenter.com

Follow Us For 
Great Deals! 

U.S. Trailer Center

DT14 Rear 
Ramps

GL22 Rear Up

GL24 Front Down

www.ustrailercenter.com


Those who know Ryan Bivens, 
who farms in LaRue County, would 
agree that there’s no one more 
deserving of  a volunteer award 
than he is. This is national in scope,  
recognizes exceptional volunteer 
service and support at the state level, 
and was presented during the recent 
Commodity Classic by the American 
Soybean Association (ASA). 

Bivens was nominated for this 
prestigious award, which is given to 
one volunteer from a pool of  national 
applicants, by 2022 Kentucky Soybean 
Association President Brent Gatton. 
Gatton’s nomination letter cited 
Bivens as being, “that go-to guy” for 
not only the soybean organizations, 
but for much of  Kentucky 
agriculture. Gatton said, “He is just 
as comfortable dishing up hot sauce 
at our Legislative BBQ Lunch at the 
state capitol or taking multiple shifts 
promoting soybeans to consumers at 
the Kentucky State Fair as he is in 
front of  a camera and microphone.” 

Gatton continued with, “In addition 
to participating in Kentucky soybean-
sponsored activities, Ryan is a man 
who makes himself  and his resources 
freely available for the greater good 
of  Kentucky’s soybean farmers. His 
first-generation farm, aptly named 
Fresh Start Farms, includes a large 
shop and is centrally located within 
our state. I can’t begin to name 
the events that he has hosted, but 
offhand they include the Kentucky 
Joint Interim Agriculture Committee 
Meeting and Farm Tour (twice), 
and Kentucky Secretary of  Energy 
and Environment farm tours (Sec. 
Snavely and Sec. Goodman). Ryan 
also regularly hosts farm tours 
for FFA chapters, Chambers of  
Commerce, and even a group of  
nursing students who were studying 
farmer stress.” 

It is important to note that Bivens 
juggles his schedule to devote 
time to his many volunteer efforts 
while being an active farmer and 
employer. Fresh Start Farms 

operates on several thousand acres 
in multiple counties, and Ryan is 
a hands-on farmer and manager, 
often doing interviews or attending 
Zoom meetings from the cab of  his 
combine, tractor, or truck as he 
works. 

Gatton’s nomination was supported 
by letters from Kentucky Soybean 
Board Chairman Larry Thomas, who 
stated that “Ryan is well-known, well-
respected, and well-connected due in 
large part to his volunteer efforts.” 
Thomas also noted that Bivens serves 
on the United Soybean Board and 
the Kentucky Soybean Board, and 
can always be counted on to be a 
spokesperson for soybean farmers, 
whether on a panel discussion at an 
event, on RFD-TV, or anywhere in 
between. 

Another letter of  support came 
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203 34th Street • Cairo, IL
(800) 851-3810

NMLS# 474502

Proudly serving in
Clinton, KY • Dresden, TN • Dyersburg, TN 

Fancy Farm, KY• Kevil, KY • LaCenter, KY
Martin, TN • South Fulton, TN • Wickli�e, KY

Good People to Turn to...
In Every Farming Season

|  800.653.4301

Our Ag Lending Team is ready to get started on your ag loan today!

Farmer-leader Ryan Bivens of Hodgenville 
(right) is shown accepting the American 
Soybean Association’s Outstanding State 
Volunteer Award from ASA President Daryl 
Cates of Illinois. 

(Photo courtesy B. Todd Bright, 
Kentucky Farm Bureau)

see AWARD, page 5

LaRue County Farmer Ryan Bivens 
honored with American Soybean 
Association's Outstanding State 

Volunteer Award

https://www.fcbheartland.com
https://www.bunge.com
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from ASA Director Fred L. Sipes, 
who farms in a neighboring county to 
Bivens’ operation. He said, “Ryan is 
that guy who, when a fellow farmer 
had a heart attack last spring, got in 
touch with the family and then went 
and quietly planted that neighbor’s 
soybean crop. Ryan is the guy who, 
when a massive tornado tore through 
Kentucky late one night in December 

2021, just showed up at first light 
with equipment and his farm crew to 
help a local business owner put his 
greenhouses back together, salvage 
what they could, and remove debris. 
Ryan is the guy who, during his 
time on the state fair board, used his 
considerable influence to get all of  
the agriculture exhibits together in 
an educational space called AgLand. 
He was also instrumental in the 
creation of  our state’s Championship 
Drive, in which FFA/4-H livestock 
show youth are spotlighted and 
awarded prize money for their efforts 

during the state fair.” Sipes, a father 
of  two boys himself, also noted that 
Bivens is a great father and role 
model for his sons, Cyrus and Avery. 

The final letter of  recommendation 
came from David Beck, who has 
worked with Bivens during Beck’s 
current role as CEO of  Kentucky 
Venues and in his previous role 
as Executive Vice President of  
Kentucky Farm Bureau. Beck said, 
“I observed Ryan at an early age 
providing leadership for numerous 
local, state, and national agricultural 
and educational activities….

Throughout his tenure, he continued 
to be creative and innovative in 
encouraging others to engage 
and support an understanding 
of  production agriculture and its 
importance to not only feed ourselves 
and the rest of  the world, as well 
as its importance on our overall 
economy.” 

  The farmer-leaders and staff  of  
your Kentucky soybean organizations 
are proud of  Ryan Bivens and his 
many accomplishments, and we are 
pleased to see him honored with this 
national award.

AWARD
continued from page 4

www.proteamauction.com
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2014 John Deere 5100E
229 Hours, Cab, Exhaust Corner Post Cab, Dual
Mid SCV, Dual Rear SCV, 18.4-30 8PR R1 Rear
Tires, 12.4024 8PR R1 Front Tires..........$58,500

2013 John Deere 6140R
Powerquad Plus 16/16, Left Hand Reverser, 3
Remotes, 540/1000 PTO, Category 3 Hitch, Axle
R&P 92mmx110”, Autotrac Ready..........$82,500

2012 John Deere 6430
Standard Cab, Instructional Seat, MFWD, 2 SCV,
Tool Box, Rear Tire Size 18.4R34, Front Tire Size
14.9R24, Clean, Well Kept Tractor..........$64,500

2012 John Deere 8335R
APPROX. 1990 Hours, IVT W/RH (42 KPH)-MF-
WD or ILS, 2630 Touch Display, No ACS Steering,
Five Remote Cylineder Control..........$177,500

376 Hours, MFWD Drive, 
145 hp Engine Horsepower

2018 John Deere 6130 M
300 Hours, MFWD Drive, 

130 hp Engine Horsepower

1994 Ford 7740
1058 Hours, 2 Wheel Drive,
86 hp Engine Horsepower

2013 SPRA-COUPE 4660
934 Hours

Browse our 
inventory online 

at 
tommyvancefarm 

equipment.com

tommyvancefarmequipment.com

2829 US Hwy 641 North, Murray, KY
731-697-2397

2023 Timpte 2023 
Super-Hopper

VIN Number: 
57CKG3827PS000239

Good used condition, 
38’ Length, Air Ride, 

Aluminum/Steel Wheels, 
Tandem Rear Axles

For Sale Price:
USD $43,000

2023 DEMCO 
MAURER GT

VIN Number: 
57CKG3825PS000238
38’ Length, Standard 

Corners, LED Lights, Spring 
Ride Suspension, Black Tarp 
Manual, Easy-Off Tarp Stop, 

Add 2nd Ridge Strap, 2 
Hoppers 

For Sale Price:
USD $43,500

2018 JOHN DEERE 
5055E

Serial Number: 
1PY5055EAJJ402763

Hours: 105
Good condition. Under 

Limited Warranty until 30 
July 2025. Rear Three Point 

Hitch, Heat & Air. 
LOW HOURS!

For Sale Price:
USD $36,500

2020 JOHN DEERE
6155R

Serial Number: 
1L06155RTLK981494

Hours: 355 
Excellent Condition. Has 

640R Loader with grapple 
forks. Still under original 

warranty and has extended 
warranty till March 2024. 

For Sale Price:
USD $198,500

2018 UNIVERCO 
ECO WEEDER

Serial Number: 
U300519171

Great condition. 4-row 
weeder. Used only one 

season on hemp. Canopy 
easily removed if not 

wanted.
For Sale Price:

USD $22,500

2017 JOHN DEERE 
6155R

Serial Number: 
1RW6155REHD028770

Hours: 1,076
640R 3rd function self 

leveling, under warranty 
until June 26, 2023, 

loader, AC/Heat, Radio, IVT 
transmission, 155 HP 

For Sale Price:
USD $179,500

By Teresa Pearson
Farmers' Quarterly Writer

The development of  solar panels 
at Ragland in McCracken County is 
progressing according to BrightNight 
Solar. “We finished 2022 by achieving 
many important project milestones and 
are busy preparing for our permitting 
process,” they said in a press release 
last week.

Most people have heard the news 
that McCracken County revoked a 
conditional use permit for a solar 
project in January. “We want to set 
your minds at ease that that action was 
not for our project,” says BrightNight. 
BrightNight remains committed to 
the Ragland project and McCracken 
County and they said they are thrilled 
with the progress to move closer to 
construction. Currently they are 
focused on collaborating with local 
leaders and community members, 
and delivering on the power purchase 
agreement with Kentucky Utilities. 
“We couldn’t be more excited for our 
future in McCracken County,” they 
said.

Fun Facts from BrightNight Solar:
You may find yourself  wondering 

how much energy 21-gigawatts actually 
is… it is a lot! Let’s start pushing into 
spring by reviewing some interesting 
and informative renewable energy 
facts—from the basics energy to the 
benefits of  developing renewable, 
dispatchable power with economic 
growth and sustainability in mind.

• What, exactly, is a watt? A watt 
(W) is a unit of  electrical power that 
is used to measure the rate at which 
energy flows in terms of  joules per 
second (think: “miles-per-hour” of  the 
electricity world). One watt is equal 
to a rate of  1 Joule of  energy used per 
second (J/s). A kilowatt (kW) is equal 
to 1,000 watts; a megawatt (MW) equals 
1 million watts; and a gigawatt (GW)? 
That’s 1 billion watts!

To put this into perspective, a 60W 
lightbulb uses 60 Joules for one second. 
But no one uses a lightbulb for just one 
second! Because we deal in mass power 
consumption over long periods of  time, 
we use a measurement called kilowatt-

hours (kWh). If  a watt is a unit of  
power, then a kilowatt-hour measures 
energy consumed to perform a task—
whether it’s powering a lightbulb 
for an hour, a house for a day, or a 
manufacturing plant for a year.

The average BrightNight project is 
around 300-megawatts. That’s enough 
electricity to power approximately 
70,000 homes.

• How many kilowatt-hours does 
the average American single-family 
home consume in a day? According 
to the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration, residential customers 
consumed an annual average of  around 
10,600 kWh as of  2021. This amounts to 
about 29 kWh energy consumption per 
single-family home, per day.

• What is “dispatchable power”? 
When you combine two or more 
renewable energy sources at one 
project, we refer to this as dispatchable 
power. Solar combined with battery 
storage is the most common form of  
dispatchable power. When solar energy 
charges a large-scale battery storage 
system, the power can be dispatched 
when it’s needed most. Often times this 
“peak demand” time happens when 
everyone is home in the evening or on 
a very hot day when everyone turns on 
the air conditioning. As we generate 
more of  electricity with renewable 
technology, the ability to dispatch 
power when it’s needed most will be 
critical.

BrightNight's Ragland 
area solar update

www.tommyvancefarmequipment.com
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To place an order call 859-805-1278, email stcatharinefarm@att.net or visit the webpage at www.scfarmkentucky.org.
Cash, checks, credit cards and SNAP are accepted. Gift certificates are available. Follow us on Facebook.

St. Catharine Farm
Danny Ray Spalding, Farm Manager

2645 Bardstown Road • St. Catharine, KY 40081

Farming in the Bluegrass State since 1822

St. Catharine sells high quality, consistently 
tender and delicious homegrown beef.

• High-quality, homegrown
• Antibiotic-, steroid-, and hormone-FREE 

(ash-free)
• Has no additives or preservatives

• Source Verified
• EID (electronic identification) tagged

• Fed crops raised on our farms
• USDA Inspected and Graded (Graded: 

Choice)

Calves are raised on our farm, and they come 
from our own cows (calves are considered 

under 20 months).

100 lb. box
$629

50 lb. box
$399

20 lb. box
$189

Local McDonald’s restaurants in 
the Tri-State Area are now accepting 
nominations for the second-
annual McDonald’s Agriculture 
Scholarship Awards Program. 
Now through March 22, members 
of  the community can nominate 
students studying agriculture to 
be considered for one of  twenty 
$500 scholarships.  Nominations 
can be submitted online at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
McDonaldsAgAwards.

To be eligible, nominees must be 
enrolled in a college agriculture 
program and be a resident of  
or attending college within an 
eligible county in Missouri, Illinois, 

Kentucky, or Indiana listed at the 
nominee application link. Winners 
will be selected Spring 2023 by local 
McDonald's organizations.

McDonald’s approaches 
responsible sourcing holistically 
and considers its impact on the 
planet, the livelihoods of  the 
people who produce its food, the 
communities in which they live 
and the well-being of  the animals it 
relies on.

Learn more on the McDonald’s 
Corporation website here: https://
corporate.mcdonalds.com/
corpmcd/our-purpose-and-impact/
our-planet/sustainable-agriculture.
html

Area McDonald's accepting 
nominations for second-

Annual Agriculture 
Scholarship Awards

www.scfarmkentucky.org
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FRANKFORT, Ky.  – Entities 
serving Kentucky farmers could 
be eligible for grants to prevent or 
reduce water pollution, Commissioner 
of  Agriculture Dr. Ryan Quarles has 
announced. 

The pre-application period for 
the National Association of  State 
Departments of  Agriculture (NASDA) 
Foundation-EPA Historically 
Underserved Farmers Grant is open. 
The purpose of  the cooperative 
agreement is to assist underserved 
farmers protect and improve 

water quality and habitat, while 
also providing benefits for climate 
mitigation and adaptation. 

“By nature, agriculture producers 
are interested in keeping clean 
the waters that support their local 
communities and provide for their 
crops and livestock,” Commissioner 
Quarles said. “These grants provide 
the financial backing to achieve these 
goals for local farmers.”

The NASDA Foundation was 
awarded $3 million in cooperative 
agreement funding by the EPA’s Gulf  

of  Mexico Division. The Foundation 
expects to award up to 16 sub-awards 
to organizations in the EPA’s Ohio-
Tennessee Region, which Kentucky is 
included, to help underserved farmers 
improve water quality, habitat 
resilience, and information exchange 
to benefit Gulf  of  Mexico Watershed 
ecosystems. Awards are expected to 
range from $75,000 to $225,000 in total 
funds with a duration of  one to three 
years. The pre-application period will 
run through April 15, 2023.

The following organizations and 

groups are encouraged to apply: 
beginning farmer organizations, 
conservation districts, institutions 
of  higher learning, local/state 
government agencies, non-
government organizations and non-
profit organizations with influence on 
underserved farmers, tribal nations, 
and veteran farmer/rancher groups.

“It is outstanding to see the 
state departments of  agriculture 
collaborating with local organizations 
to communicate this opportunity to 
underserved farm communities,” 
NASDA Foundation Senior Director 
Chris Jones said. “I am excited 
about the continued partnerships 
these grants will help foster, the 
improvement of  the Gulf  of  Mexico 
Watershed ecosystem, and the impact 
these projects will have on future 
generations.”

Applicants will be notified in May 
2023 if  they are invited to complete 
the full application. Successful sub-
awardees will be notified in July 2023 
and projects will begin in August 2023. 

For more information and to access 
the application portal, please visit 
nasda.org/epa. Technical assistance 
questions can be directed to the 
NASDA Foundation at epagrants@
nasda.org or (571) 418-6426.

Grants to help Kentucky farmers improve, 
protect water quality now available

Pre-application deadline is April 15

Commissioner Dr. Ryan Quarles

www.cedarridgeangus.com
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Kentucky Associate Real Property 
Appraiser 

ATLAS Real Estate Auction & Appraisal
586 Poe Acres Road

Cadiz, KY 42211
phone: (270) 839-3136

jabnerauctioneer@gmail.com

KENTUCKY AUCTIONEER 
OF THE YEAR

Joshua D. 
Abner 

M.Ed., CAI
Broker / Auctioneer / Appraiser 
Josh is the Principal Broker/Auctioneer/Appraiser 

of ATLAS Real Estate, Auction, & Appraisal Services, 
holding multiple licenses across multiple states:

REAL 
ESTATE BROKER

PRINCIPAL 
AUCTIONEER

Kentucky
Tennessee

Florida 

APPRAISAL

Kentucky
Tennessee

Florida
Indiana

https://www.atlasreaa.com/auctions
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TRI-COUNTY EQUIPMENT
1237 US Hwy. 51 • Clinton, KY • 270-653-2381

9 Greenfield Hwy. • Bradford, TN • 731-742-4454

EXPERIENCE THE TRULY PRACTICAL AT YOUR LOCAL KINZE DEALER

Outfitted with split row units, the 3605 can be a dedicated 15” soybean planter, or plant crops in 30” rows. 
Equipped with dry or liquid fertilizer, bulk fill or row unit hoppers, True Rate vacuum or mechanical meters, 
hydraulic or ground contact drive, and other options, the 3605 can be built as unique as the way you farm.

80 Bushels bulk fill 
seed capacity

True Rate vacuum meter 
delivers 99% accuracy

Long life & low costs 
with 05 Series upgrades

FRANKFORT, Ky. (March 10, 
2023) – The Kentucky Agricultural 
Finance Corporation (KAFC) approved 
$4,996,821 for 22 agricultural loans for 
projects across the commonwealth at 
its monthly board meeting.

Agricultural Infrastructure Loan 
Program (AILP)

Six Agricultural Infrastructure loans 
totaling $1,079,507 were approved. Loan 
recipients were in Adair ($250,000), 
Breckinridge ($130,312 and $141,695), 
Graves ($57,500), and Ohio ($250,000 and 
$250,000) counties. KAFC participates 
with lenders to provide financing to 
producers making capital expenditures 
for agricultural projects through 
the AILP. Eligible projects include 
permanent farm structures with 
attached equipment that improves the 

profitability of  farming operations. 
Producers may be eligible for up to 
$250,000 not to exceed 50 percent of  the 
project.

Agricultural Processing Loan 
Program (APLP)

Two Agricultural Processing loans 
totaling $1,500,000 were approved. 
Loan recipients were in Graves 
($1,000,000) and Mercer ($500,000) 
counties. APLP is designed to provide 
loan opportunities to companies and 
individuals in Kentucky interested 
in adding value to Kentucky-grown 
agricultural commodities through 
further processing. Agricultural 
processors may qualify for financing for 
acquisition of  equipment, construction 
of  new facilities, renovation/expansion 
of  existing facilities and permanent 

working capital up to 50 percent of  the 
project cost.

Beginning Farmer Loan Program 
(BFLP)

Thirteen Beginning Farmer loans 
totaling $2,167,314 were approved. Loan 
recipients were in Anderson ($172,500), 
Caldwell ($142,252), Clinton ($250,000), 
Daviess ($112,500, $150,000, $157,000, 
and $250,000), Franklin ($250,000), 
Green ($250,000), Harrison ($67,830), 
McClean ($100,000 and $165,232), and 
Montgomery ($100,000) counties. The 
BFLP is designed to assist individuals 
with some farming experience who 
desire to develop, expand, or buy into a 
farming operation. Beginning farmers 
may qualify for financing to purchase 
livestock, equipment, or agriculture 
facilities; to secure permanent working 

capital; for the purchase of  farm real 
estate; or to invest in a partnership or 
LLC.

Diversification through 
Entrepreneurship in Agribusiness 
Program (DEALP)

A Diversification through 
Entrepreneurship in Agribusiness loan 
totaling $250,000 was approved for a 
recipient in Livingston County. DEALP 
is designed to assist agri-entrepreneurs 
with the purchase, establishment or 
expansion of  a business that sells 
agricultural products or services to 
farmers or consumers.

For more information on the 
programs offered by the KAFC, contact 
Bill McCloskey at Kentucky Office of  
Agricultural Policy at (502) 382-6093 or 
email kafc@ky.gov.

Kentucky Agricultural Finance 
Corporation approves $4,996,821 in loans

Aid bolsters beef, forage, poultry, grain farmers across the commonwealth

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1432460343747064&paipv=0&eav=AfYC_LtDcrHz66H6fzannrLdiCgBkpacqb9KoI4MK9eO92oz2j6fPvf4vNfDSLhut8U&_rdr
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Climate change is a challenge 
the world must confront together. 
Though people from all walks 
of  life and in all corners of  the 
world will be affected by rising 
global temperatures and the 
ripple effects of  such increases, 
the impact of  climate change on 
the agricultural sector figures to 
be especially significant.

Farmers have been on the front 
lines in the fight against climate 
change for decades. When storms 
strike and climate patterns 
shift, farmers must find ways to 
adapt or potentially lose their 
livelihoods. Experts warn that 
the planet is warming at a pace 
that could prove devastating. 
For example, one assessment 
conducted under the World 
Climate Research Programme 
and published in 2020 in the 
Reviews of  Geophysics concluded 
that the warming range of  the 
planet will be between 2.6¡C and 
3.9¡C.

Everyone must do their part in 
an effort to avoid the more drastic 
outcomes associated with climate 
change. Farmers can explore 
these ways to combat climate 
change as they look to protect 
their personal and financial 
futures.

• Curtail methane emissions. 
The European Environment 
Agency notes that capturing 
methane from manure is one 
way for farmers to reduce 
agriculture-related greenhouse 
gas emissions. The California 
Climate & Agriculture Networks 
notes that more than half  of  the 
state's agricultural emissions 
come from livestock in the form 

of  methane. The nonprofit 
organization Foodwise reports 
that holistic, pasture-based 
livestock management utilizing 
practices like rotational grazing 
can help mitigate methane 
emissions from livestock. 

• Emphasize efficient 
use of  fertilizers. The EEA 
recommends efficient use of  
fertilizers as another means to 
reduce agricultural greenhouse 
gas emissions. The National 
Institute of  Food and Agriculture 
at the U.S. Department of  

Agriculture notes that the 
greatest efficiency typically 
comes from the first increment 
of  added fertilizer/nutrients, 
with each additional increment 
thereafter resulting in lower 
efficiency. Making every effort 
to make the most of  initial 
applications can save farmers 
money and reduce the impact on 
the environment.

• Participate in and help 
promote local farmers 
markets. Foodwise notes that 
food in the United States travels 

an average of  1,500 miles before 
it ends up on consumers' plates. 
Transporting foods that far 
contributes to more greenhouse 
gas emissions. Farmers who can 
sell to local farmers markets 
can help reduce such emissions. 
Promoting those efforts via social 
media pages or other public 
platforms can increase consumer 
awareness of  the availability of  
fresh, locally grown foods.

The challenges posed by climate 
change are not going away. 
Farmers can take various steps to 
overcome those challenges.

Steps farmers can take to 
combat climate change
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The world faces many unique 
challenges in the decades to come, 
including a rapidly expanding 
global population. The United 
Nations estimates that the global 
population will reach 9.71 billion 
in 2050. That's an increase of  more 
than 1.7 billion people between 2023 
and 2050. 

Food security is among the 
more significant challenges the 
world will face as the population 
increases. The United States 
Agency for International 
Development notes that food 
security means all individuals, 
regardless of  their physical or 
economic circumstances, have 
access to sufficient food to meet 
the dietary needs for a productive, 
healthy life. Food security is a more 
significant issue than people may 
recognize, even in first world, fully 
developed countries. For example, 
the United States Department of  
Agriculture's Economic Research 
Service indicates that slightly 
more than 10 percent of  U.S. 
households were food insecure at 
some point during 2021. In fact, 
estimates suggest more than 800 
million people across the globe go 
to bed hungry every night, which 
underscores the seriousness of  the 
issue.

Agriculture and food security
Food security and the 

agricultural industry are 
inextricably linked. The USAID 
indicates that most of  the people 
who go to bed hungry at night are 
smallholder farmers who depend 

on agriculture to make a living and 
feed themselves and their families. 
Supporting efforts to strengthen 
the agricultural industry can 
help to combat food security, as 
the USAID reports that growth 
within that sector has been found 
to be at least twice as effective at 
reducing poverty as growth in 
other sectors. Much of  that can 
be traced to the disproportionate 
percentage of  poor people who live 
in rural rather than urban areas. 
For example, the USAID reports 
that 75 percent of  poor people in 
developing nations live in rural 
areas. 

But the poverty rate is higher in 
rural areas than urban areas in the 
United States as well. Data from 
the 2019 American Community 
Survey indicates the poverty rate 
in rural areas was 15.4 percent in 
2019 compared to 11.9 percent in 
urban areas. Though recent data 
regarding rural poverty rates 
in Canada is unavailable, a 2013 
discussion paper on the topic from 
the Government of  Canada noted 
that the country's rural residents 
earned less and had lower levels of  
education than residents in urban 
areas, suggesting that poverty 
is likely more prevalent in the 

Canadian countryside than in the 
country's cities.

What can be done
Though food security poses 

a significant global challenge, 
lack of  access to healthy foods is 
preventable. Individuals in rural 
and urban communities can 
voice their support for efforts to 
strengthen the agricultural sector. 
A thriving agricultural sector 
can ensure fewer people go to bed 
hungry each night and bolster the 
economies of  rural communities 
that are disproportionately affected 
by poverty.

The link between agriculture and food security

COMING IN OUR MAY ISSUE OF FARMERS' QUARTERLY
Farm Families • Auctioneers and Agriculture • Real Estate

TO ADVERTISE CALL (270) 442-7389
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More Auctions coming in 2023
H April 19th - July - August - September - December H 

www.mowreyauction.com

BUY, SELL, AND TRADE DAILY

Auctions start at 8:00 A.M. CST

815-889-4191 or Fax 815-889-5365
301 E. Frederick St. H Milford, ILHJim Mowrey

815-471-9610
Jon Mowrey

815-471-4191

For more information on auctions, 
like us on Facebook, Twitter, 
or text Mowrey to 33222 for 

notifications!

License #044000247 • Jon Mowrey License #41000416

Online bidding by Level. Go to mowreyauction.com 
and click bid online to sign up today!

By Seth Riker  
 
LEXINGTON, Ky., – Everyone eats. 

It’s a simple, but common phrase 
heard throughout the University of  
Kentucky College of  Agriculture, Food 
and Environment. It’s also a message 
that will soon reach the greater UK 
community. 

Food is the primary theme of  CAFE’s 
upcoming National Agriculture Week 
celebrations March 19-25. Thanks to 
UK Collegiate Farm Bureau, students 
and supporters from Central Kentucky 
Ag Credit, the commodity kickoff  
breakfast is a new event with more 
than a dozen agriculture organizations 
including the Kentucky Beef  Council, 
Kentucky Pork Producers and others.  

“We are thrilled to start our 
week with Kentucky’s agricultural 
leaders and extend a small token of  
appreciation for their immeasurable 
impact on the commonwealth,” said 
Nancy Cox, vice president for land-

grant engagement and dean of  the 
University of  Kentucky College of  
Agriculture, Food and Environment. 
“Even better that we can connect these 
groups with our student leaders and 
encourage new collaborations with our 
campus partners.”  

In addition to the career-focused 
commodities kickoff  and other food-
related events, CAFE staff  created a 
commemorative set of  infographic food 
posters for K-12 educators, community 
groups and other ag-related 
organizations. Available by request, 

while supplies last, the 16” x 20” 
posters highlight little-known statistics 
and information at the intersection 
of  food and consumerism, food and 
gardens, and food and health. 

“Food, of  course, is fundamental 
to human health, but food also has a 
special way of  connecting families, 
communities, and cultures,” said 
Aaron Schwartz, lecturer and director 
of  undergraduate studies in the UK 
Department Dietetics and Human 
Nutrition. “And for young adults with 
a passion for food, there are plenty of  
meaningful careers to be found.”   

In addition to on- and off-campus 
events, organizers encourage the 
UK community to join ag week 
celebrations by following daily 
themes on social media and using 
#UKYagweek for a chance to win 
several UK CAFE prize packs.  

To view the week’s events or request 
the set of  food infographic posters, visit 
http://go.uky.edu/AgWeek. 

UK Ag Week focuses on food

www.mowreyauction.com
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sevenspringsfarms.com
For more information email ellen@ssf.ag

5357 Hopkinsville Road - 
602 Blackhawk Road

Cadiz, Kentucky

270.522.3424

SSF EROSION 
CONTROL BLANKETS

Grown and manufactured in KENTUCKY - Custom sizing
Round top pins also available  •  NTPEP ECP-2021-02-010

SERVING FARMERS SINCE 2021

The first meeting of  2023 to address 
streambank erosion along 30.6 miles 
Lower Cumberland River from Lake 
Barkley downstream to the Ohio 
River at Smithland, was held March 
3, 2023 at the City of  Grand Rivers 
Community Center in Livingston 
County. Twenty-two attended and 
included representatives from the 
Army Corps of  Engineer from 

Nashville, TN and Lake Barkley; a 
representative from USDA-Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
representatives from the offices of  
First District Congressman James 
Comer and that of  U.S. Senator 
Mitch McCornell; a representative 
from Jackson Purchase RC&D 
Area Council, several property 
owners from Crittenden, Livingston, 

and Lyon counties; the three 
county Judges of  Perry Newcom 
(Crittenden), Garrett Gruber 
(Livingston), Jamie Smith (Lyon) 
and representatives from Crittenden 
County Conservation District.

The meeting, facilitated by 
Charles Turner, RC&D Coordinator 
(Volunteer) for the Pennyrile RC&D 
Area Council, Inc. was to begin the 

process needed to secure millions 
of  dollars in federal, state, and local 
funding for a Lower Cumberland 
River Erosion Control Project to be 
accomplished over the next 2-5 years.

Corey Elder, Field Representative 
for Congressman James Comer, 
talked acquiring federal funds to 

Lower Cumberland River meeting addresses 
streambank erosion

see EROSION, page 15

www.sevenspringsfarms.com
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address the erosion problem using 
modeling of  similar projects in 
Kentucky, Tennessee and other 
locations in the country. Elder asked 
that property owners and others 
provide him with plenty of  photos 
showing the problem areas.

Craig Carrington and Jamie James 
of  the Corps of  Engineers, talked 
about the severe riverbank erosion 
problem and resulting sedimentation 
adversely affecting miles of  prime 
farmland and other properties in 
the area. The Corps said the end 1 
game is to stabilize the riverbank 
with options of  using blocks, riprap, 
bioengineering, grasses, trees, etc.

Craig Carrington and Jamie 
James of  the Corps of  Engineers 
talked about the agency history in 
carrying out small and large projects 
to address problems like the erosion 
along the Lower Cumberland River. 
The Corps representatives went on 
to talk about the severe riverbank 
erosion problem and resulting 
sedimentation adversely affecting 
miles of  prime farmland and other 
properties in the area. 

The Corps said the end 1 game 
is to stabilize the riverbank with 
options of  using blocks, riprap, 
bioengineering, grasses, trees, 
etc. The Corps said the phase one 
stabilization project of  twenty years 
ago that cost 6.4 million dollars, 
would cost about 20 million dollars 
in 2023. They said the Corps has staff  
and contractors available to carryout 
various projects, when authorized 
by the United States Congress. A 
project must have a positive benefit 
for the public welfare as authorized 
by Congress in an ear mark to the 
agency.

County Judges Newcom, 
Smith, and Gruber talked about 
conversations with Aaron Jones of  
the Kentucky Department of  Local 
Government about the department 
assisting locals with the local/
federal match for a feasible project. 
Charles Turner, RC&D Coordinator 
(Volunteer) and the Corps talked 
about ongoing and future planning to 
include the following federal, state, 

and local agencies: - Army Corps of  
Engineers - Kentucky Department 
for Local Government - USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service - US Fish and Wildlife 
Service - Kentucky Division of  Water 
- Kentucky Division of  Forestry - US 
Environmental Protection Agency - 
Southern Energy Power Association 
(SEPA) - Crittenden, Livingston, 
and Lyon County Fiscal Courts - 
Crittenden, Livingston, and Lyon 
County Conservation Districts - Most 
importantly, the property owners 
in Crittenden, Livingston, and Lyon 
Counties.

Kyle Cunningham, Pennyrile Area 
Development District, talked about 
his office identifying on maps the 
various utilities that are, or could be, 
impacted by the riverbank erosion 
problem. That being said, Judge 
Newcom and property owners talked 
about utilities at Iuka, Picneyville, 
etc. 

The Corps and Corey Elder of  
Congressman Comer’s Office talked 
about making plans to secure 
congressional appropriations in the 
2024 funding cycle. As a model for 
Corps work along the Cumberland 
River, 2 Judge Garrett Gruber talked 
about the $850,000 the Corps used 
through section 14 for work along 
the Ohio River in Livingston County. 
He said the work was accomplished 
through the Corps office in 
Louisville.

Property Owners expressed 
concern about the high number of  
barges continuing to slam into the 
riverbank adding to the erosion 
problem. They went on to talk about 
severe erosion along 300 to 900 plus 
feet of  property line in Crittenden, 
Livingston, and Lyon counites. 

To begin the process for a viable 
project, the three county judges 
will ask their fiscal court to send a 
letter to the offices of  Congressman 
James Comer, US Senator Mitch 
McConnell, and US Senator Rand 
Paul requesting federal support for 
the Cumberland River Riverbank 
Erosion Control Project through the 
Army Corps of  Engineers.

Potential Source of  Funding 
Additional sources of  revenue to 

match federal and state monies was 
discussed. Rhonda Lamb, Jackson 

Purchase RC&D Foundation, 
suggested the property owners 
consider forming a conservancy 
district, to tax themselves in 
providing another source of  
revenue. After Lamb’s comment, 
the property owners in attendance 
were very receptive to forming 
the Lower Cumberland River 
Floodplain Conservancy District. 
Judge Newcom, Larry Duvall, and 
Charles Turner said the floodplain 
conservancy district would be 
similar to the Lower Tradewater 
River Floodplain Conservancy in 
Caldwell, Crittenden, Hopkins, 
Union, and Webster Counties. 
To move forward in forming a 
conservancy district, the Pennyrile 
RC&D office will follow up with 
Crittenden and the other two 
conservation districts. 

The group estimated there to 
be 80-100 property owners in 
the floodplain area of  the three 
counties. Morgan Alvey, of  Senator 
McConnell’s office, said that office 
would work through Scott Duff  in 
supporting a Cumberland River 

Project. 
Kayl Kite, Corps of  Engineers 

at Lake Barkley, talked about the 
negative impact of  frequent flooding 
on riverbank erosion. 3 USDA – 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service Frank Yancey of  USDA-
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, talked about the various 
technical and financial services 
available through his agency in 
addressing erosion problems within 
a watershed on a cost- share basis 
in providing riparian buffers, tree 
planting, fencing, cover crops, etc. 
He went on to say there was strong 
competition for those federal funds. 

The next meeting will be held 
when significant progress has 
been made in securing federal 
support through the Army Corps 
of  Engineers and movements in 
forming a floodplain conservancy 
district under KRS 262. Closing 
Remarks Judge Perry Newsom 
expressed appreciation to the 
Pennyrile RC&D office for the 
efforts in making contacts to hold a 
productive meeting. 

EROSION
continued from page 14

West Kentucky Select

Bred Heifer Sale
Selling 250 Fall 

Calving Bred Heifers
Saturday, May 20, 2023

7:00 p.m. CST
Kentucky-Tennessee Livestock Market  •  Guthrie, Kentucky

All heifers are guaranteed bred to bulls with known EPDs 
and have met stringent requirements for health, quality 

and pelvic measurements.

See these heifers at www.kyheifersale.com
The West Ky. Select Bull Sale will follow the heifer sale.

For more information contact: 
Kevin Laurent, University of Kentucky (270) 365-7541 ext. 226

Mark Barnett, Ky-Tenn Livestock Market (270) 483-2504
All heifers qualify for Ky. Cost Share (CAIP). Most qualify for Tenn. Cost Share (TAEP).

Sponsored by the University of Kentucky and University of Tennessee
Cooperative Extension Service and the Kentucky Dept. of Agriculture

www.kyheifersale.com
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Delbert Roeder - Broker - AHO#4090
270-881-2610

Cal Kaufman - Auctioneer - Lic. #NP6114 
Brent Schmidgall - Auctioneer

1010 Skyline Dr. - Hopkinsville, KY 42240

www.roederauctioncompany.com

SPRING TIME FARMING IS HERE!

1999 CASE IH MX240
Serial Number: 

JJA0101795
4,808 Hours, 380/85R34 Front Tires, 

480/80R46 Rear Duals, 1000 PTO, 
Powershift Transmission

$237,500

2022 JOHN DEER 8R 310
Serial Number: 

1RW8310DCMC186745
MFWD, 735 Hours, Power Train 

Warranty til 10/2024 or 3,000 Hrs., CAT 
4 3 PT, IVT Transmission

$359,500

2018 JOHN DEERE S770
Serial Number: 1H0S770SJJ0800991

Combine, 1759/1256 Hours, 4WD, 
800/38 Tires, Chopper, Contour 

Master, Power Fold Bin Extensions

$269,500

2018 JOHN DEERE 8345R
Serial Number: 1RW8345RCJS132442
2650 Hours, 420/34 Front Duals, 480-

50 Rear Duals, ILS, E 23 Transmission, 5 
SCV, 1000 PTO, 20,000# CAT 4 3 PT, 85 

CC Hydraulic System

$269,500

2018 JOHN DEERE 6155M
Serial Number: 1L06155MCJG911701
1,262 Hours, MFWD, C/H/A, Loader w/

BUcket, Exterior Cab, 155 HP, Power 
Quad Transmission, 540/1000 Rear 

PTO Speed, 20 Forward Speeds

$148,500

2013 JOHN DEERE S660
Serial Number: 1H0S660STD0755547

Combine, 4WD, 2076/1450 Hours, 
520/43 Duals, Choper, Power Fold 
Bin Tops, Countour Master, Rear 

Attachment

$139,500

2013 JOHN DEERE S680
Serial Number: 1H0S680SEC0755216

Combine, 4WD, 28L-26 Rear Tires, 
Powercast Tailboard, Chopper, 

Contour Master, Power Fold BIn 
Extensions, 2859/2069 Hours

$119,500

2010 JOHN DEERE 4730
Serial Number: N04730X008119

3205 Hours, 100’ Booms, 15” Nozzle 
Spacing, Stainless Plumbing, Stainless 

Tank, 3 Sensor Boom Track, Traction 
Control, 2600 Monitor

$110,000

CENTER

www.roederauctioncompany.com
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AUCTION COMPANY Keep Checking Our Website! We Have Equipment Arriving Daily!
QUALITY PRE-OWNED FARM EQUIPMENT READY FOR YOUR FARM! CALL US!

(270) 881-2610  l  Delbert Roeder
Randy Yarbro - 731-394-8563  •  Adam Roeder - 270-348-1346

1010 Skyline Dr.
Hopkinsville, KY
roederauctioncompany.com

2002 JOHN DEERE 8320
Serial Number: RW8320P005071
MFWD, C/H/A, 9425 Hours, 4 SCV, 
1000 PTO, 16 Speed Powershift, 4 

Rear Remote Hydraulics, 263 HP, 16 
Forward Speeds

$79,500

1996 NEW HOLLAND 8260
Serial Number: 034354B

2 WD, 4726 Hours, 11-16 Front Tires, 
18.4-38 Rear Tires, 2 SCV, 540 PTO, 17 

Speed Transmission, LHR, Exterior Cab, 
111 HP, 17 Forward Speeds

$29,500

2023 AUCTIONS
July 28, 2023

December 15, 2023

UPCOMING AUCTION: APRIL 28, 2023

2014 JOHN DEERE 4730
Serial Number: 1N04730XCD0028561
3,296 Hours, 90’ Bloom, 20” Plumbing, 
3 Sensor Boom Track, Hydraulic Treat 

Adjust, Traction Control, Auto Air 
Spring Level, Poly Tank, 3” Fill, 90’

$100,000

2012 JOHN DEERE 1790
Serial Number: 1A01790CKBA745206

16/32 Planter, No Till Coulters, Fill 
Auger, Markers, Hydraulic Variable 

Rate Drive, w/Control Box, 16 Rows, 
Hydraulic Drive System

$77,500

POTTINGER NOVASISC 305
Stock Number: 

3870009838
Good Used Condition, 

9’ Cut, 540 PTO

$8,500

2016 JOHN DEERE 6105E
Serial Number: 1P06105EKG0001634
MFWD, C/H/A, 2368 Hours, Loader w/
Bucket, 650/1000 PTO, 24 Speed LHR, 
Rear Remote Hydraulics, 24 Forward 

Speeds

$64,400

JOHN DEERE 1590
Stock Number: 1910

Good Used Condition, 7.5 in. Spacing, 
15 ft. Working Width, 

$39,500

2005 JOHN DEERE 8420
Serial Number: RW8420P036521

MFWD, 5,500 Hours, 480/46 Duals, 
4 SCV, 1000 PTO, Quick Hitch, 

Powershift, 284 HP, 4 Rear Remote 
Hydraulics

$105,000

CENTER

www.roederauctioncompany.com
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What consumers 
can do to support 

local farmers
Farming has never been a vocation for 

individuals looking for easy work. Farmers 
typically work long hours, braving the 
elements regardless of how unpleasant the 
weather may be.

All that hard work ensures individuals 
who live in rural, urban and suburban 
communities have constant, readily 
available access to healthy foods. Such 
devotion merits support, and thankfully 
there are many things consumers can do to 
show their appreciation for local farmers.

• Buy fresh foods at your local 
farmers market. Farmers markets are 
many foodies' favorite places, but they aren't 
exclusive to individuals with a passion for 
food. Everyone needs to eat, so why not eat 
foods grown locally, which are generally 
more fresh and appetizing than imported 
fruits and vegetables sold at chain grocery 
stores? Even individuals who don't typically 
eat fresh fruit and vegetables can find 
something delectable at a local farmers 
market, where anything from homemade 
tomato sauces to locally raised fresh beef  
and pork might be on sale.

• Order directly from local farms. 
Some farmers have embraced the 
e-commerce revolution and begun selling 
the foods they grow to consumers via their 
own websites. Research local farms and 
determine if  it's possible to buy directly 
from them. Farms may offer delivery or 
pick-up, and consumers can enjoy fresh 
foods even more knowing that they helped 
farmers earn higher profits by buying 
directly from them.

• Check labels before buying in 
local grocery stores. Packaging labels 
will indicate where fruits and vegetables 
came from. When possible, choose items 
produced by local farmers. This may 
include fruits, vegetables, meat, pork, or 
even desserts like pies. Locally produced 
foods often taste more fresh than items 
sent from overseas or distant farms, and 
consumers will feel better knowing they 
helped to support local farmers.

• Spread the word. Get the word out 
after a satisfying experience with local 
farms and farmers. Whether it's buying 
food from farms or taking advantage of  
family days that let kids enjoy a day on 
the farm, sharing positive experiences 
via social media or word-of-mouth can be 
a great way to inspire your neighbors to 
support local farmers as well.

Consumers can do much to support 
hardworking local farmers. In addition to 
feeling good about supporting their rural 
neighbors, consumers also might feel 
good when they sit down and enjoy a meal 
featuring locally grown, fresh foods.

You know farming.
We know farm financing.

FarmCredit offers loans, leases and crop insurance.

HOPKINSVILLE OFFICE
3205 Eagle Way • Hopkinsville, KY 42240

Call 270.886.5421

e-farmcredit.com

Gary Haddock
Becky Marlowe

John David Fourqurean
Scotty Hancock

www.e-farmcredit.com
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www.crazykranch.com
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Lengths from 57’ to 112’. 
Capacities to 11,000 BPH.

Get yours today.
Call 731-822-4415.

Have you heard of the 

HOSS?
A hi-efficiency portable auger that 

works as hard as you do!

Palmersville, TN • Mayfield, KY
www.workmanbins.com

AN AUTHORIZED  
SUDENGA DEALER

By Jordan Strickler 
 

FRANKFORT, Ky., (March 14, 2023) 
-- Kentucky property owners looking 
to rid their yards of  invasive and 
troublesome Bradford pear trees may 
find help through the Bradford Pear 
Bounty Program.

 The University of  Kentucky 
College of  Agriculture, Food and 
Environment, in partnership with 
the Invasives Partnership of  Franklin 
County and other local organizations, 
hosts the event to provide land  
owners an opportunity to exchange 
their Bradford pears for free young 
native replacement trees. 

Bradford pear trees are popular 
landscape trees throughout Kentucky 
due to their glossy foliage and 
beautiful flowers. However, the trees 
are problematic due to their weak 
branches, short life expectancy and 
invasive offspring, the Callery pear. 

These invasive trees have spread 
throughout the state, causing damage 
to natural habitats and pushing out 
native plant species. 

“Originally, the Bradford pear was 
hailed as this ideal tree,” said Ellen 
Crocker, assistant professor in the UK 
Department of  Forestry and Natural 
Resources. “But now we are aware of  
its shortcomings, like its invasiveness 
and potential to drop branches and 
cause problems.” 

The Bradford Pear Bounty Program  
attempts to combat these intrusive 
trees and restore native habitats 
throughout the state. Property 
owners who cut down their Bradford 
pears can receive free young native 
replacement trees, including species 
such as redbud, serviceberry 
and dogwood. Tree experts will 
help landowners select the best 
replacement trees for their property. 

Property owners must cut down 

their Bradford pears to participate 
in the program and provide a 
photo documenting the cut trees. 
The program takes place March 25 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. EDT at the 
Franklin County extension office 
and is open to all Kentucky property 
owners. 

“The Bradford Pear Bounty 
Program is an opportunity to take 
action against invasive trees and 
promote the growth of  native species,” 
Crocker said. “If  you have a Callery 
pear in your yard, this is a great 
excuse to upgrade it to something 
better.” 

To learn more and register, 
visit https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/franklin-co-bradford-pear-
bounty-program-tree-exchange-
tickets-264911697017.    

To learn more about the Remove 
Invasives Partnership of  Franklin 
County visit: https://ripfc.net/. 

Bradford pear bounty program 
combats invasive Kentucky trees

APRIL 15 AT NOON  •  BLUE GRASS STOCKYARDS
4561 IRONWORKS PIKE  • LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY

CLIFFORD FARMS & GUESTS
HEREFORD PRODUCTION SALE

BEN CLIFFORD
(859) 421-7902

LINCOLN CLIFFORD
(859) 421-7902

FOR SALE CATALOG CONTACT:
DALE SMITH, SALE MANAGER

(918) 760-1550

BT MR RED ROCK K3 
{DLF,HYF,IEF,MSUDF}

CHF ENDURE 173D 44K 
{HYP}

20 SERVICE AGE BULLS
60 FEMALE LOTS

SPRING & FALL CALVING PAIRS
BRED AND OPEN HEIFERS

GUEST CONSIGNMENTS
K3 CATTLE (CYNTHIANA

NUB LIMITED (MAYSLICK, KY)
UNDERWOOD FARMS (CAMPBELLSVILLE)

WEINEL FARM (ALEXANDRIA
WELLS FARM (CORBIN)

GORDON CATLE CO (DANVILLE)

• Homozygous 
Polled.

• His sire is the 
very popular and 
deceased, Endure 
173D. Semen is 
scarce and in high 
demand.

• Red Rock is halter 
broke, clean 
fronted, stout 
— and full of 
potential!

• Owned by grandson 
Braylen Taylor.

• Halter broke.
• Sells open.
• This girl is out of 

one of the hottest 
bulls in the breed, 
Endure. She is put 
together really 
nice and if she’s 
anything like her 
dam and grandam, 
she will be a great 
cow. Being by 
Endure, she should 
have lots of friends 
sale day.

www.workmanbins.com
www.air-titeinsulation.com
https://www.facebook.com/cliffordherefords/
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Agricultural technology, 
often referred to as "AgTech," is 
playing an increasingly bigger 
role on modern farms, and that 
role is evident when examining 
AgTech startups' growing access 
to venture capital. Data from 
PitchBook and the National 
Venture Capital Association's 
PitchBook-NVCA Venture 
Monitor, a quarterly report on 
venture capital activity in the 
entrepreneurial ecosystem, 
indicates that AgTech startups 
received $6.1 billion in VC 
investments in 2020. That reflects 

a nearly 60 percent increase in 
investment over 2019. Weaknesses 
in the agricultural and food 
supply chain revealed during 
the pandemic undoubtedly 
drove some of  that investment. 
Widespread recognition of  a 
need for improvements within 
the agricultural sector so it 
can meet the demands of  a 
global population that the 
United Nations estimates will 
increase by two billion people 
by 2050 also likely contributed 
to the considerable rise in VC 
investment in AgTech startups. 

AgTech to see 
increase in modern 
farms in near future

www.housmanpartnerslandandfarm.com
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Trust The Plus®

YOU CAN TRUSTYOU CAN TRUST
to have the batteries, light 
bulbs & services you need!

High-performance Duracell Ultra batteries for cars, 
heavy farm equipment, riding mowers,  motorcycles, 

laptops, smartphones, marine  (barges & pleasure 
boats) and much more. Plus, we have Duracell Ultra 

energy-efficient light bulbs for lamps, flood lights, and 
appliances. All topped off by helpful experts who can 

repair your smartphone, tablet and iPod.

© 2016 DURACELL, Bethel, CT 06801. Duracell is a registered trademark of 
Duracell U.S. Operations, Inc., used under license. All rights reserved.

5194 Hinkleville Rd. • Paducah, KY 
(West Park Center - Across from Chic-Fil-A)

270-984-1354270-984-1354
7 DAYS A WEEK MON-FRI 8AM - 7AM • SAT 8AM - 7PM • SUN 10AM - 5PM 

www.batteriesplus.com

Power it.  Power it.  
Light it. Fix it.Light it. Fix it.

Your destination for batteries, 
light bulbs, lighting fixtures, 

phone repairs, and key services.

Waste is a byproduct of  every 
industry, even those that produce 
food. Crops and animals may feed 
the masses, but there are items on 
the farm that require disposal or 
recycling. Farm waste management 
is a practice that endeavors to 
remove waste in ways that are 
affordable, sustainable and effective.

Substantial waste is produced in 
agricultural operations. This can 
include manure, animal bedding, 
leaves, clippings, and even scraps 
from the kitchen. According to 
the University of  Massachusetts 
Amherst, without proper mitigation 
methods, farm waste can be 
detrimental to the environment 
simply due to its volume. Farm waste 
may be natural, chemical-, animal-, 
medical-, and/or plant-based. If  it is 
not managed, the waste can pollute 

water and air, and also disrupt the 
process of  farming. That can make it 
beneficial to take a deep look at some 
of  the ways to manage farm waste.

Composting
Kitchen waste or crop wastage 

can be turned into fertilizer and 
bioenergy through composting. 
Composting uses natural bacteria 
and other microorganisms to 
naturally break down refuse into a 
safer, more usable form. Compost 
can be spread over fields and used 
to feed plants without the need to 
supplement much with chemical 
fertilizers.

Food recycling
Feeding livestock animals directly 

with kitchen leftovers is one way to 
cut down on waste. Pigs do well with 

The various approaches to 
farm waste management

see WASTE, page 23

www.workmanbins.com
www.batteriesplus.com
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this, as they are omnivorous animals 
who tend to eat anything. The United 
States Environmental Protection 
Agency urges anyone who wants to 
participate in recycling food waste 
for animal feed to contact a local 
solid waste public health agency or 
county agricultural extension agency 
for more information. This way the 
food waste can be easily handled and 
safely controlled.

Manure management
Cow and horse manure can be 

added to traditional compost piles, 
but swine and other omnivores' waste 
may contain bacteria not suited to 
such composting. According to the 
resource ManureToFertilizer.com, 
pig manure stored in a cesspool 
needs to be pumped into a solid 
liquid separator to remove extra 
water. Solids can be mixed with 

straw or sawdust to adjust the 
carbon-to-nitrogen ratio and spread 
out in rows to dry. Farmers also can 
look to products like MICROBE-
LIFT¨, which breaks down waste 
and reduces toxic gases to enhance 
manure management.

Other recycling
Waste from farms can be turned 

into other products. For example, 
corn cobs, bagasse, rice straw, and 
husks can be turned into silica, a 
nonmetallic element that is great for 
the skin, hair, nails, and bones. Fats 
from animals can be made into soaps, 
as can cocoa pods.

Non-organic material, such 
as chemical waste, will need to 
be managed according to local 
regulations. Broken equipment can 
be taken to recycling facilities to 
ensure it does not end up in landfills.

Farm waste management is just 
another cog in the agricultural 
production machine.

WE OFFER:
• Dependable Service 
• Fast Unloading 
• Competitive Grain Prices
• Grain Pick-up on the Farm

Facility Manager:  Jon Pounds 
Grain Merchandisers:  Jason Renaud, Austin Thomas

618-748-9272  •  1-800-851-4012
For Current Market Information

CGB CONTINUTES TO BE ONE OF THE LARGEST SHIPPERS OF GRAIN ON THE INLAND RIVER SYSTEM

WASTE
continued from page 22

https://www.cgbgrain.com
https://faldersmayfield.com
https://www.cgbgrain.com
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Farmers have been pressured to 
increase production to meet the 
demand of  a growing population. 
This may require employing 
more efficient measures to ensure 
maximum output. Unfortunately, 
efficiency doesn't always mesh 
with sustainability, so commercial 
operations have had to make some 
modifications to find a balance 
between serving the public and 
protecting the planet.

Green farming utilizes different 
technology and practices in order 
to decrease detrimental impact 
on the environment. According to 
the farming resource NuFarming, 

agricultural operations have a 
significant impact on climate 
change. Simply adopting some new 
practices can lessen that impact.

Solar power
Growing plants are not the only 

thing on a farm that can benefit 
from the sun. Farmers can convert 
a portion or all of  their power 
needs to solar. According to the 
U.S. Department of  Energy, there 
are benefits when solar companies 
and farmers work together. Solar 
developers reduce installation 
costs and upfront risk by placing 

Green farming 
is growing

see GROWING, page 25

www.schweissdoors.com
http://www.burgesswaterwells.net
https://crawfordequip.com
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Kenny Miller        270-772-0318 
Tallino D’Orazi    812-668-8396

270-835-0341 H 11029 HWY 132 E., Sebree, KY

Special Sizes Available 
for FARMERS 

3 1/2” X 8’ • 7” X 8’ 

solar modules on previously tilled 
agricultural land. Vegetation 
under modules also can contribute 
to lower soil temperatures and 
increased solar performance. 
Agricultural land managers can 
reduce energy costs and diversify 
their revenue streams with solar. 
Plus, they can market products to 
sustainability-minded customers.

Solar is not the only renewable 
energy option. Farmers can 
incorporate wind and hydroelectric 
power as well.

Crop rotation
This farming technique has been 

used for thousands of  years and 
involves growing different crops in 
different seasons over a period of  
time. Farmers reduce the chances 
for pests and diseases becoming 
problems in the soil because 
frequent crop changes prevent 
invaders from gaining a foothold. 
Farmers use fewer fertilizers and 
pesticides as a result.

Hydroponic and aquaponic 
strategies

Farmers can improve 
productivity while also reducing 
environmental impact with these 
two growing methods. NuEnergy 
states that hydroponic systems 
grow plants in mineral solutions 
or in materials like perlite or 
gravel. Aquaponics involves raising 
aquatic animals in addition to 
growing crops. The waste from the 
fish and other marine life is used 
to offer nutrients to the plants by 
growing them in this nutrient-rich 
water. Both methods remove the 
need for soil.

Drip irrigation
Drip irrigation methods deliver 

water to the roots of  plants through 
a series of  pipes or tubes. Because 
water is not being sprayed into the 
air through sprinklers and other 
methods, less is lost to evaporation, 
and less water overall may be 
needed to provide for crops.

Plasticulture
Plastic seems like it may not have 

a purpose on the farm, but recycled 
plastic, which is used in plastic 
mulch, can help produce plentiful 
crops with less water. Plastic 
mulches raise soil temperatures 
and insulate against evaporation so 
plants can grow faster and mature 
sooner. Invasive weeds also may 
be less likely to take root in plastic 
mulch or when crops are grown on 
black plastic.

Natural pesticides
Farmers can introduce plants 

that pests tend not to like to reduce 
reliance on chemical pesticides. 
For example, interspersing crops 
with natural bug repellents, such 
as basil, lavender and lemongrass, 
may keep insects at bay. Alliums, 
chrysanthemums, marigolds, and 
other flowers planted nearby also 
may deter bugs.

Green farming is something more 
agricultural operations may want 
to adopt.

GROWING
continued from page 24

www.murraystate.edu/onlineag
https://www.greenriverpost.com
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For your Driveway Repair or Landscaping Needs, Call

Farmers Lime
Company

• White Rock
• Red Rock   • Top Soil

• Fill Dirt  • Septic Rock
•  White Sand  • Fill Sand • Lava Rock

• White Marble Chip • Wabash Rock

Pickup and Delivery Available

CALL 731-479-3827FARMERS LIME COMPANY
Martin Highway • South Fulton

• Mulch

Lime and Fertilizer, Seed and Chemical

SERVICE REALTY
RESIDENTIAL  •  COMMERCIAL  •  AUCTION

CALL: 270-442-2100
EMAIL: OFFICE@CENTURY21SERVICEREALTY.COM

Call, text or email our office or any of our agents about ANY of your real estate needs
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Natural disasters are often 
devastating, resulting in losses 
of  life, livelihood and homes, 
among other effects. If  it seems as 
though weather-related disasters 
have risen in frequency in recent 
decades, that's because they have. 
In fact, a 2021 report from the 
World Metereological Organization 
indicated that the number of  
disasters has increased by a factor 
of  five over the last half-century.

Weather-related disasters do 
not discriminate, and people from 
all walks of  life and corners of  
the globe can be affected by such 
catastrophes. The agricultural 
sector is especially vulnerable 
to natural disasters, as farmers 
can lose their homes and their 
livelihoods in what feels like 
the blink of  an eye. But farmers 
should know that various support 

programs are in place to provide 
assistance should they need it in 
the aftermath of  a natural disaster.

Programs in the United States
• Livestock Forage Disaster 

Program (LFP): The Farm Service 
Agency of  the U.S. Department 
of  Agriculture notes that this 
program provides compensation 
to eligible livestock producers who 
have suffered grazing losses due 
to drought or fire on land that is 
native or improved pastureland 
with permanent vegetative cover. 
Assistance also is available 
when land planted specifically 
for grazing has been affected by 
drought or fire. 

• Livestock Indemnity Program 
(LIP): This provides benefits to 

Disaster assistance 
resources for farmers

see RESOURCES, page 27

www.facebook.com/FarmersLime/
https://www.century21.com/real-estate-office/profile/century-21-service-realty-10007413
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RESOURCES
continued from page 26
livestock producers for livestock 
deaths in excess of  normal 
mortality caused by adverse 
weather or by attacks by animals 
reintroduced into the wild by the 
federal government.

• Emergency Loan Program: 
This program provides loans to 
producers as they seek to recover 
from production and physical 
losses due to drought, flooding 
and other natural disasters. 
Loans also may be available after 
losses due to quarantine or by 
animal quarantine laws imposed 
in accordance with the Plant 
Protection Act.

• Emergency Conservation 
Program (ECP): This program 
helps farmers and ranchers repair 
damage to farmlands caused by 
natural disasters. The program 
also helps put in place water 
conservation methods during 
severe drought.

• Noninsured Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP): This program pays 
covered producers of  noninsurable 
crops when low yields, loss of  
inventory or prevented planting 
occur due to natural disasters. 

www.dimmettauctionservice.com
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C a l l i c r a t e B a n d e r s . c o m

 HUMANE   BLOODLESS   DRUG FREE 

785-332-3344

This high-tension method improves any kind of
surgical removal, including castration, horn

removal, and prolapse treatment.

Built-in Cutter
Self-locking Loop

Getting the Job
done Since 1991

Tensioned Loop
for Newborns

www.hogslat.com

2117 State Route 45N
MAYFIELD, KY 42066

© 2022 Hog Slat Inc. All Rights Reserved.  Prices and promotions subject to change without notice.  
Hog Slat reserves the right to correct printing and pricing errors.

Non-Prorated FIVE-YEAR Warranty

Two-piece cone retrofits existing feed lines.

Change your feeder
            ...and  your paycheck. 

CLASSIC
FLOOD

CLASSIC
FLOOD

Brooder Heater

Direct Spark 
Gro40 Brooders

• Stronger Construction  • Lower cost replacement parts
• No fiber insulation to deteriorate and lose efficiency  

#GRO40-CR-L5N5  ...................................................................... (New Style) Direct Spark Ignition
#GRO40-CR-L2  ..................................................................................................... Pilot Zone, LP
#GRO40-CR-L3  .............................................................................Pilot Modulating Control, LP
#GRO40-CR-L9  ...............................................................................Pilot Individual Control, LP
#GRO40-CR-N2  ..............................................................................Pilot Individual Control, NG
#GRO40-CR-N9  ..............................................................................Pilot Individual Control, NG
#GRO40-CR-L5N5-1  ..................................GRO40-CR-L5N5-120V-AL35 (120 Volt version)
#GRO40I-L5HPAL35 ................................... TRU40 Brooder 40K High Pressure Insulated LP 
#GRO40I-N5HPAL35  ................................. TRU40 Brooder 40K High Pressure Insulated NG

Toll free: (833) 228-0438

Local: (270) 804-7375

Steven J Bunch, 
Auctioneer
 Joe Bunch, 
Auctioneer

P.O. BOX 175    Wingo, KY 42088
(270) 748-8080    Fax: (270) 376-2997

www.bunchbrothers.com

Tues & Wed, April 25th & 26th, 2023
9:00 A.M.  • KY Exposition Center, 978 Phillips lane, Louisville

For more information or to receive a consignor’s packet contact Steven Bunch 
(270) 748-8080, Joe Bunch (270) 356-0360 or Lori Bunch (lori@bunchbrothers.com)

Bunch Brothers Auctioneers are proud 
to return to Louisville, KY for the SPRING 

Louisville Auction. The Auction will be 
conducted for area contractors, dealers, rental 

houses and individuals.

2-DAY SPRING 
LOUISVILLE AUCTION

The demand for food is directly 
related to population growth. By 2050, 
food needs are expected to double, 
according to a study published in 
the journal Agricultural Economics. 
That puts increasing pressure on the 
agricultural sector to meet growing 

demand. However, many experts think 
the industry will fall short.

In addition to increased food 
demand, consumer habits, technology, 
and policies continue to force the 

see MAPPING, page 29

Mapping the future 
of  agriculture

www.hogslat.com
www.CallicrateBanders.com
www.bunchbrothers.com
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Craig Cohron
270-202-9346
ccohron@hotmail.com

Call to make an 
appointment today!

800-801-3596

We’ll show you how to grow your own energy this summer with 
innovative cropping systems featuring highly-digestible Summer 

Annuals.
Call today and take control of your bottom line.

• Grow your own energy.
• Cut those expensive inputs.

• Keep a reasonable rate of grain.
• Impact your bottom line.

Commodities for feeder cattle are spiking painfully.
What if you could sustain a reasonable rate of gain while 

feeding less corn and other inputs?
What could that do for your bottom line?

High-energy forages will pack on the pounds while lowering 
purchased feed costs - even during the summer heat.

Pack on the PoundsPack on the Pounds
with Summer Forageswith Summer Forages

agricultural industry to evolve. Indeed, 
the agricultural sector may look very 
different in the future.

Bigger digital footprint
Social media has transformed many 

industries, and it can do the same for 
agriculture. Farming supply chains 
can communicate with one another 
by getting feedback from customers 
in real time through social media. 
However, agricultural operations 
will have to devote teams to manage 
social media presence, especially since 
misinformation is so widespread on 
social media.

Apart from social media, local farmers 
may increase their efforts to utilize 
mobile apps and direct-to-consumer 
purchasing options. The global pandemic 
helped businesses reimagine takeout 
and curbside shopping. Local farms may 
want to market to the home-shopping 
community, providing ways to deliver 
produce, fresh meat and poultry and 
other items direct to customers' homes.

Regenerative agriculture
The future may feature a significant 

shift in the way farms source their 
ingredients. Regeneration International 
says that regenerative agriculture can be 
the future. This describes farming and 
grazing practices that may help reverse 
climate change by rebuilding soil organic 
matter and restoring degraded soil 
biodiversity. Some insist that farmers 
who utilize regenerative agriculture 
produce food that is more sustainable 
and healthy. This is something eco- and 
health-conscious consumers can stand 
behind.

Technological advancement
There's a good chance that technology 

will continue to play important and 
growing roles in farming operations. 
New agricultural technologies can 
collect data on soil and plant health and 
produce results in real time. Precision 
farming technology can be developed to 
deliver integrated solutions no matter 
the size of  the operation.

Shift in what's grown
Farmers may give more thought to 

sustainable products. Crops like hemp 
and cannabis are being utilized in new 
and innovative ways, and they're only the 
start as consumers have expanded their 
views on plant-based foods and products.

While there's no way to see into 
the future, individuals can anticipate 
changes that could be in store for the 
agricultural sector in the decades ahead. 

MAPPING
continued from page 28

www.byronseeds.net
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270-247-3253 | 800-380-4318

MICHAEL HARRIS

270.970.0200

PRINCIPAL BROKER/PRINCIPAL AUCTIONEER
KL# 252972 | KY Broker# 198374 

REAL ESTATE TERMS: 15% Deposit Required Day Of Sale With Balance Due In 30 Days. A 10% Buyer’s Premium Will Be Added To The 
Final Bid And Included In The Contract Price. 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH: GRACIE YOUNGBLOOD
Westwind Real Estate & Development • 270-804-2292

TRACT 1:TRACT 1:  197197 ACRES ACRES±± includes very large, man made slough with 
great natural waterfowl resting and feeding habitat, open water, and 
flooded timber. Slough could hold water year -round like a lake if 
desired. Has been a refuge for waterfowl for many years. There are 
two older waterfowl blinds that can be rehabbed. Water elevation 
can be drained via a valve and structure allowing corn or other food 
plots to be planted in the shallow water areas then flooded. This tract 
is directly in the flyway of waterfowl flying into the creek bottom and 
is the perfect spot for a large, permanent type decoy spread. This 
tract and structure controls the water to the entire St Arbor Slough 
and is controlled by the spillway structure. This tract also has timber, 
bedding cover, and food plot areas for deer, turkey, and other game. 
TRACT 2: TRACT 2: 144144 ACRES ACRES±± includes many deer stands and a tower 
blind. This diverse tract has large areas for food plots for crops, 
flooded, and huntable timber. It also has two natural beaver sloughs 
attracting waterfowl. One flooded timber tract within walking 
distance of the entrance of the farm is a magnet for mallards and 
wood ducks. This tract borders a neighboring row crop field and is 
natural bedding area for deer that funnel through this tract to get to 
the crop fields. Some of the largest deer on the farm are regularly 
spotted here. Excellent turkey hunting as well.
TRACT 3:TRACT 3:  93 93 ACRESACRES±±  incudes several deer and turkey hunting 
tillable food plots, levees and water control structure, new tree 
plantings, creek dredge ditch access with year round water and a large 
secluded open natural slough that is a natural draw for waterfowl.  The 

large planting area can be flooded and drained for waterfowl as well. 
TRACT 4:TRACT 4:  74 74 ACRESACRES±± including 7 acres not in the conservation 
easement allowing ample space to build a hunting lodge for living 
areas and includes an existing pole barn for all your food plot 
equipment. Food plots, large mast producing timber, and large 
woods for timber hunting. Year round water including Mayfield 
creek and the Mayfield creek Dredge ditch. 
TRACT 5: TRACT 5: 139139 ACRES ACRES±± of large mast producing timber with trails, 
levee systems creek access secluded fertile food plots, and a levied up 4 
acre shallow water duck hole that has provided refuge for waterfowl for 
years. This tract also includes a duck blind that was refurbished in 2020. 
The Duck hole can be filled from the creek just feet away from the levee 
by pumping. This duck hole is directly adjacent and joins property lines 
from one of the best duck holes in Western Ky.  This tract also provides 
a tremendous amount of seclusion and plantable areas for crops and 
food for all wildlife for miles around.
TRACT 6:TRACT 6:    143 143 ACRESACRES±± is very secluded with secluded tillable 
food plots, natural bedding, open trails and hunting areas this tract 
is a refuge for deer and turkey from neighboring properties as they 
create pressure during hunting season
TRACT 7:TRACT 7:  58 ACRES58 ACRES±±  of woods creek access and great bedding and 
open areas that can be food plotted. Big buck hotspot! This tract is a great 
spot to sit all day and wait for the older bucks to move. The adjoining 
large farm manages over 1000 acres for trophy whitetails. The Old 
Mayfield Creek runs through this tract providing year round water.

Bidding Opens:Bidding Opens: Monday, MARCH 20th, 2023 @ 5:00 PM 

Bidding Closes:Bidding Closes: Tuesday, APRIL 18th, 2023 @ 8:00 PM 

Check Website
harrisauctions.com

For More Info!

Go to Go to harrisauctions.comharrisauctions.com  to place your bids!to place your bids!

The agricultural workforce is 
shrinking, and has been for some 
time. The American Farm Bureau 
Federation estimates there are roughly 
2.4 million farm jobs that need to be 
filled annually, but there has been a 
drastic decline in workers each year.

There are a number of  reasons for 
the shortages. The AFBF says more 
than 73 percent of  farm workers are 
immigrants from South America and 
Mexico. While the United States' H2-A 
visa program, which allows employers 
who meet specific requirements 
to bring foreign laborers in for 
temporary work, has increased the 
number of  accepted applications for 
immigrants to 250,000, this number is 
still just a drop in the bucket in terms 
of  labor needs. 

Another factor is a career in 
agriculture isn't always easy or 
lucrative. According to the U.S 
Department of  Agriculture, for every 
dollar spent on food, a farmer receives 
only 7.6 cents. Farmers were predicted 
to lose 9.7 percent of  total net income 
in 2021. 

Declining interest in the field has 
also affected the number of  farm 
workers. As more farm operators 
reach retirement age, fewer young 
farmers are replacing them due to 
volatile pricing, high real estate and 
land costs, steep initial machinery 
investment costs, and other factors. 
The physical demand of  the industry 
also takes its toll. So what does this 
mean for the agricultural industry?

Many with knowledge of  the 
industry indicate sweeping changes 
are warranted. Ellen Poeschi, the 

project director for the National 
Association of  Agricultural Educators 
Teach Ag campaign, has said that 
a lack of  agricultural education 
is contributing to the problem. 
Increasing availability of  ag education 
courses across the country could build 
interest in the industry. Connecting 
students to internships or mentors 
may help, too. 

Another option is to rally for 
greater economic opportunities 
in agriculture. The ag industry in 
general needs to find ways to make the 
economic benefits more competitive 
to other industries, and improve the 
working conditions and job flexibility. 
Agricultural industries currently 
average only 60 percent of  what other 
industries offer in salaries. Farm 
wages have been rising due to the 
H-2A program, which requires farm 
worker pay to be higher than the state/
federal minimum wage. More change 
is needed, but this may have to come 
at the federal level or be sparked by 
efforts on the part of  agricultural 
advocacy groups.

Additional strategies farm operators 
can employ to combat shortages 
are: scaling back farm operations; 
integrating ag technology to reduce 
labor burdens; pivoting to crops 
that require fewer laborers; leasing 
portions of  land to have extra money; 
employing temporary guest workers; 
and moving operations abroad.

Worker shortages continue to be 
problematic for the agricultural 
industry. A greater focus on 
remedying the issue is needed on a 
grand scale.  

How labor shortages are 
affecting agriculture

www.harrisauctions.com
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