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Kyle Crass
By Brittney LeNeave Hartman
Paducah Business Journal Reporter
Kyle Crass, 26, is a West
Paducah native and graduated
from Heath High School in
2012. He began his career in
insulation at the age of 14 at
his father’s company, West
Paducah Insulation. Crass is
the third generation in the
insulation business, following
in the steps of his dad and
grandfather.
“I started working for Dad
as soon as I could walk,” Crass
joked. He began helping out
during summer and fall breaks
from school, gradually working
his way from the ground up.

26

About 15 years ago, West
Paducah Insulation merged
with Mark Martin to form the
company Air-Tite Insulation.
At Air-Tite, Crass’ duties
include installing spray foam
insulation, giving estimates,
and running all of his own jobs.
As the insulation business is
evolving with new technology,
Crass has had the opportunity
to learn and grow along with
the industry. “It started out
as roll-in insulation,” he
mentioned. Today’s insulation
is mostly spray foam.
Crass loves his job. When
asked what he likes the
most about his business he

Air-Tite Insulation

remarked, “I get to meet
different people every day. I
like to talk to people and cut
up. We save people money. I get
to travel around and see lots of
different houses and designs.
I meet people from all over the
country moving in and out of
the state.”
COVID hasn’t really slowed
their business much, according
to Crass. “We’ve been fortunate
to stay pretty steady the last
three months.”
Crass is looking forward to
taking over the family business
when his dad retires. “I’m
just trying to keep the family
tradition going.”
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AGRI-BUSINESS
Trump signs
memo to aid US
lobster industry
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald
Trump is directing the Department of
Agriculture to provide U.S. lobster fishermen
with financial assistance to make up for lost
income from Chinese tariffs.
White House trade adviser Peter Navarro
said Trump signed a memorandum
Wednesday calling on the agency to make
available to the lobster industry subsidies like
those given to soybean and other agricultural
growers.
Navarro said Trump is also directing U.S.
Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer
to report by July 15 on whether China is
beginning to comply with $150 million
in lobster purchase commitments under
the “phase one” agreement signed by the
president earlier this year. If not, Trump told
Lighthizer to consider placing retaliatory
tariffs on the Chinese seafood industry.
China is one of the biggest export
destinations for lobster, which are trapped
in the Atlantic Ocean by U.S. and Canadian
fishermen. But Trump’s tariffs on Chinese
goods resulted in retaliatory tariffs on U.S.
lobster. Canadian lobstermen, not subject to
the punitive tariffs, took control of the market
to the frustration of Maine lobster exporters.
The issue was raised with Trump earlier
this month when he held a roundtable with
industry representatives during a trip to
Maine. Trump carried a single Electoral
College vote in the state four years ago.
Trump’s embrace of the issue comes as
U.S. officials have expressed concerns that
China has fallen far short of its purchasing
obligations under the initial trade deal,
threatening Trump’s promises to hard-hit
farm industries.
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Chris Droge
Taking lessons from mentors,
made Droge a big success

Chris Droge, Owner of J & I Home Improvement
KPI photo by Greg Leneave

With our four container sizes, we make
projects easier, more efficient and productive.
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35

Owner
J&I Home Improvement

Chris Droge, 35, is the owner of
J&I Home Improvement. Droge is a
West Paducah native. He graduated
from Heath High School in 2003.
He’s the third generation of the
construction business, following
after his father and grandfather.
Droge contributes his success to
his grandfather’s early lessons. “My
grandfather taught me if you really
want to succeed, you can’t work for
the man, you have to be the man.”
He started out working for Sonny
Ridgeway Construction for several
years before deciding to start his
own business. “When I was 29 I
went out on my own. God’s been
good to me.”
J&I offers many services
including general maintenance and

home improvements. “We do a lot
of metal roofs, decks, full interior
remodels, porches, fencing, paint,
as well as kitchen and bathroom
remodels and flooring.” He says
a lot of his business comes from
repeat customers and word of
mouth referrals.
He recently remodeled a house
on Old Cairo Road that was turned
into an AirBnb.
Droge considers himself blessed
to be his own boss. “I like working
for myself because I get to pick and
choose what jobs I take.”
Droge said COVID has put a stop
on everything for about the last 60
days. However, with restrictions
loosening up, business has begun
picking back up.
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Lauren Foster
By Zach Anglin
Staff Writer
Lauren Foster, 32, is a Ballard
Memorial High School graduate
who went on to attend Murray
State University where she
graduated in 2013 with a Master
of Science in Speech- Language
Pathology.
Foster holds the position as
Speech Pathologist at Life Care
Center of LaCenter. Life Care is
long-term care facility focusing on
occupational, physical and speech
therapies.
Foster, who specializes in the
later of the three, helps patients
improve their communication
skills in speaking, problem solving,
reading, writing and verbal
expression.
When asked what she enjoys
most about her position, Foster
replied, “The thing I enjoy the most

about what I do is interacting with
residents and family and figuring
out what’s best for not only the
patients, but everyone involved.
This problem solving process isn’t
always easy, but making sure my
patients are treated as family is
important.”
In her free time, Foster enjoys
spending time with her two-yearold son, Jack, and spending time
with her husband, Colby, on the
farm. She also enjoys traveling
with her family and bird watching.
Shopping and buying local is
another hobby of hers. Foster is a
lifetime Ballard County resident
that believes in shopping and
buying local as much as possible. “I
think it is important to support our
local business men, women, and
farmers to stimulate our economy
here in our own community,” said
Foster.
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30

Vice President/Director of Field
Operations
Summit Environmental Services

By Zach Anglin
Staff Writer
Jordan Gough, 30, is Vice President
and Director of Field Operations at
Summit Environmental Services, an
environmental consulting and analytical
firm. Summit has offices in Kevil,
Kentucky, as well as in West Frankfort,
Illinois.
A 2008 graduate of Heath High School
in West Paducah, Gough went on to
earn a Bachelor of Science degree in
Occupational Safety and Health in 2013
from Murray State University. Gough has
been putting his degree to good use in
managing aspects of the family business.

Samantha Greer
By Greg LeNeave
Publisher
KPI Newspaper Group
Samantha Greer, better known as
Sam to her friends and co-workers,
is a 35-year old nursing phenom.
Greer grew up in Crittenden
County and graduated Salutatorian
from Crittenden County High
School in 2003. From there she
earned her nursing degree at
WKCTC in Paducah in 2007.
Greer went right to work in
the ER Departments at both
Paducah hospitals (Baptist Health
& Lourdes). For nine years
Greer worked in the fast-paced
environment of the emergency
room, as well as a Flight Nurse for
Air Evac out of Hopkinsville from
2012 to 2014.
When asked about her Air Evac
experience Greer said, “I loved it.

I got to do a variety of things. In
rural areas, we could get people
care that made a difference in life or
death situations and helped greatly
dealing with trauma situations.
Sometimes transplant flights were
in order. We’d fly into Vanderbilt or
Skyline hospitals in Nashville.”
The future job for Greer is
serving the Livingston Hospital
staff in a variety of ways. For
starters, she is lauded by the
hospital administration as
a wonderful addition to the
Livingston Care Clinic’s staff.
Greer, now an APRN, sees patients
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
at the clinic and works in the
emergency room at Livingston
Hospital. Greer said, “I’m excited
to be here and I love the people I
work with.”
Greer mentioned that at the
present time the patients they are

35

Founded in 1994, nearly thirty years
ago, Summit Environmental was founded
by Jeffery Gough, Jordan’s father. Gough
enjoys being able to attribute to the
company his father started.
When asked what he likes most his
career choice, Gough replied, “The fact
that the job entails something different
everyday than just your typical 9-5 is
probably the best aspect of it, one day is
always different from the other.” Gough
added, “There’s lots of travel and a
change of scenery every now and again is
appreciated.”
Gough is happily married to his wife,
Bridget. He has been a lifelong Kentucky
resident.

APRN
Livingston Hospital

seeing deals heavily with catching
up with the publics needs since the
onset of the current coronavirus
situation. Mainly dealing with
chronic health issues and helping
with a weight loss program that
consist of diet and exercise, lab
work, medication when called for
and making a plan to help folks get
back to their best health.
Going forward, Greer intends
to get her Emergency Nurse
Practitioner certification; at that
point she will be double board
certified.
Sam is married to Damien Greer,
who hails from Marshall County
and works at Estron Chemical
in Calvert City. Her parents are
Jesse and Amanda McMain from
Crittenden County and her brother,
Matt, is a teacher and a coach at
Murrayís city school system.
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Ashley Guthrie

36

Owner
Exit 3 Fireworks

By Alexa Black-Tabor
Business Writer
Having grown up around fireworks
all of her life, Ashley Guthrie, 36,
was destined to eventually have a
firework stand of her own. Even as a
child working alongside her father, a
fond memory of hers was sitting on
boxes and poking her head above the
counter to speak with frequenters
at an early age. Her father started
his own in 1969, and it is still in
operation. Although she lives in
Sikeston Missouri, Guthrie has her
own seasonal stand called Exit 3
Discount Fireworks located at Exit 3,
5116 Cairo Rd, Paducah, Kentucky.
During this time, the Guthrie family
stays in Murray for multiple weeks
out of the year every summer. Exit
3 Discount Fireworks has been up
and running for approximately 8
years. She operates the business
with her husband and two children,
and actively volunteers for Shriner’s

Hospital for Children when she is not
running her stand.
“I’ve grown up around it since I
can remember, so I decided I would
open up my own store,” Guthrie said.
“I even ran the register when I was
thirteen years old. It’s almost a way
of life for me now and without it, I
wouldn’t know what to do. I’ve made
some amazing customers, fans of
our inventory, and I look forward to
seeing all of my customers and close
friends that frequent my place every
year so we can catch up.”
The fireworks at Exit 3 are close to
wholesale price, and Guthrie prides
herself on having such a vast inventory
available. Despite the pandemic and
its obvious impact economically and
particularly surrounding shipments of
inventory, Guthrie was able to acquire
what she needed to ensure customer
satisfaction. Not only that, but the
owner also records and avidly posts
videos of the fireworks they receive,
no matter how big or small, so that the
customers can pick and choose which
they want and actually see the result of
their purchase beforehand.
“We always take care of our
customers and we are a very
knowledgeable staff,” Guthrie said.
“We have videos that we post online
frequently so the customers know
exactly what they are getting. This has
been a trying year, but let’s take it out
with a boom.”
As the 4th of July swiftly approaches,
those interested are encouraged to
come in and look at their inventory.
They are expecting to close operations
on July 7.

Audrey Harper

27

Manager
Resistant Roofing

By Zach Anglin
KPI Staff Writer
Audrey Harper, 27, is the
manager for Resistant Roofing,
a roof installation and repair
contractor servicing Paducah
and the local area since 2014.
Audrey, who graduated from
Heath High School in 2011
has worked at the business her
father, Paul Harper founded for
over six years now. In the last
couple of years, she has taken
up a large roll in management
assuming almost all
responsibility administratively.
“I deal with almost anything
that goes through Resistant
Roofing,” Harper said. “From
quoting, customer service and
maybe most importantly, seeing
through jobs from beginning to
end.”
When asked what she liked
most about her career, Harper
replied, “Having the freedom to
run the business my own way
is fulfilling, even more so when
you can see the practices you put
in place both being successful,
and keeping customers happy.”
Outside of work, Harper likes
to spend her time outdoors,
typically spending most of her
free-time fishing, boating and
just enjoying the weather.
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Eli Harris
By Zach Anglin
Staff Writer

Eli Harris, 28, is CEO &
President of West KY Drug
& Alcohol Screen, a federally
regulated occupational health
service serving the river and
trucking industries in Paducah
and the surrounding areas.
Harris is a 2010 graduate of
Heath High School. He went on to
Murray State University where he
earned a Bachelor of Science with
a Pre-Dental Biology major and a
minor in Chemistry.
Although he originally intended
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to continue school to become a
dentist, his plans changed when
the opportunity to own his own
business arose. Harris acquired
the business his presides over
today, training under the previous
owner for a year, before becoming
president of the company.
Since acquiring the business,
Harris has transitioned the
business from being solely a
drug and alcohol program into
Occupational Medicine. In doing
so, West KY Drug & Alcohol
Screen now offers occupational
testing such as DOT physicals,
audiograms, vision screens,

28

CEO & President of West
KY Drug & Alcohol Screen

quantitative respiratory FIT
testing, and pulmonary function
testing, as well.
When asked about what he
enjoys most about the job he
replied, “I love being able to help
and provide people our service,”
Harris said. “To provide our
service to not one, but multiple
industry’s in our area is a
privilege,” he added.
Harris is engaged to his fiancé,
Kelsey, with a beach wedding
planned in September. His
hobbies include duck hunting and
fishing.

How business leaders can bring stability and hope in a time of uncertainty
Many business leaders face
extreme challenges during their
career, but the coronavirus
pandemic is uncharted waters for
all.
Most offices and stores are
closed across the U.S. to combat the
spread of COVID-19. Companies
still operating are mostly working
remotely, and many are doing
business differently to adjust to
the new normal. As uncertainty
continues to reign, how should
leaders respond to new fiscal
challenges and what guidelines
should they follow?
“Companies around the world are
reevaluating how they do business
in order to overcome the challenge
that we all face in this moment,”
says Jadon Newman, CEO of Noble
Capital (www.noblecapital.com),
a private investment and private
equity firm. “Times of crisis are
when the best leaders step up, calm
their workforce, believe in their
capabilities, and go beyond the norm
to influence changes that make a
company stronger for the long haul.
“While the health and well-

being of team members has to be
leadership’s primary concern, it’s
never been more important to find
new and creative ways to meet
revenue goals. Challenging times
is when innovation is often born,
and that starts with leaders who
won’t be paralyzed by problems, but
rather see them as opportunities to
grow.”
Newman offers five tips to help
business leaders navigate this
unprecedented time:
• Turn to your core values. A
company’s core values act as a
compass in stormy seas, Newman
says, bringing some stability
and helping maintain direction
even while waves of uncertainty
approach. “Your unchanging core
values provide clarity amid the
turbulence,” Newman says. “They
serve as a framework to inform your
decision-making process, especially
during periods of uncertainty.”
• Be strong and honest. “Leaders
who are best prepared to get
through a crisis have a good level of
resiliency,” Newman says. “They
have mental discipline, accept life’s
insecurities and don’t panic when

the storm hits. The next step is
committing to transparency with
employees. Share your thoughts,
concerns, and encouragement, and
reinforce the company values.”
• Learn, invite new ideas, and
adjust. A crisis causes leaders
to re-evaluate processes and
consider improvements tailored to
a changing business climate. “It’s
imperative to learn from the current
crisis,” Newman says, “and from
your data determine what your
company can do differently in order
to adjust. Embrace it as an exciting
opportunity to innovate and be
better. Solicit ideas from your most
trusted people. Look at new services
and products you could create.
Everything from what you sell to
how you deliver it might be on the
table for change.”
• Be extra resourceful. “One
thing we learned during the last
recession is how to be resourceful,”
Newman says. “Now is the time
to reorganize and refocus to
achieve lean and efficient business
operations. Develop a plan to reduce
costs without interrupting critical
business functions. Reach out to

your network and external partners
to leverage any resources you
may have outside of the company.
Empower all team members and
leaders at your company to exercise
a new level of responsibility.”
• Increase, improve
communication. “Communication
with team members, clients and
external partners is paramount,”
Newman says. “And there’s
no reason you can’t improve
communication despite the
current circumstances. Increase
the use of the technology to stay
in front of clients, including video
conferencing, emails and even text
messages when appropriate. Work
with your business leadership
to develop the appropriate
communication plan for your
business.”
“How a company overcomes
major challenges determines what
type of company they are,” Newman
says. “As leaders step up and guide
a company through, they develop
deeper leadership capabilities that
will last long beyond the current
crisis. Likewise, their company will
be stronger for it.”
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Leslie & Zach Harris
By Laurna Todd
KPI Staff Writer
Leslie, 37, and Zach Harris,
35, are the future owners of
Creative Interiors. Leslie’s
step-father, Ronnie Dunn, is
the current owner of Creative
Interiors and has been running
the business since 1983.
Leslie graduated from West
Kentucky Community &
Technical College with her
Associate’s degree in Applied
Sciences. She had grown up
in the business of design, with
her mother being an interior
designer. Leslie’s drive to
own this company is from her
passion for making peoples’
dream homes come to life.
She has always had a love
for decorating and wanted to
further her career in that type
of business.
Zach has worked at the store
for several years as well. He
handles floor sales, manages the
warehouse and deliveries, as
well as all of the scheduling.

At the end of the year, Leslie
and her husband, Zach, will
acquire the company. Both of
them are excited to start the
new journey of being business
owners. Creative Interiors
currently employees eight
people, five of which are family

37 & 35

members. Creative Interiors
being mainly a family run
business, makes their love for it
even stronger. As owners, they
are wanting to continue their
good reputation for supplying
quality furniture at an
affordable price to their clients.

Owners
Creative Interiors
When Zach and Leslie first
decided they wanted to run
Creative Interiors they did
not realize all of the hard
work that went in behind the
scenes of a small business.
They do everything from
helping customers find their
dream furniture, to after hour
deliveries, to cleaning the
toilets; whatever it takes. All
of these things make them are
even more grateful to be in the
position they are in.
Owning a business is difficult
during these times due to the
closures during COVID-19. They
were closed for two months,
but they are now open for their
customers to shop. They are
open their regular hours, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through
Saturday. Creative Interiors
has a great Fourth of July Sale
coming up, as well.
When the couple is not at
work, they enjoy spending time
with their daughter, Claire.
Together, they love working in
the yard and traveling.

Congratulations to all the 2020
20 Under 40 spotlights!
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Brandon Heine

WWW.KY-NEWS.COM

30

Funeral Director
Lindsey Funeral Home

By Zach Anglin
Staff Writer
Brandon Heine, 30, is the funeral
director at Lindsey Funeral Home in
downtown Paducah, Kentucky.
Heine graduated from Massac
County High School in 2008 and
attended Shawnee Community
College. Heine would then perform
a funerary apprenticeship which
would lead to his current position
today.
Heine is actively involved with
the Paducah Area Chamber of
Commerce and the Paducah
Kiwanis Club.

When asked what he enjoys most
about his job, Heine responded,
“Helping people in some of their
darkest moments, to coach them
through their options and to
support people when they need it
the most is the most rewarding part
of the job.”
Outside of work, Heine is happily
married to Jennifer Heine, who is
also the office manager. Together,
they have one son named Evan.
They are active members of Waldo
Baptist Church in Metropolis where
they serve in the children and youth
departments.

Discovery Park of America prepares to launch outdoor
Summer concert series with health and safety procedures
A Q ‘n’ A with Lauren Jones,
Director of Special Events

live as everyone adapts their
behavior due to the pandemic.

Union City, Tenn.— Discovery
Park of America is preparing
to kick off the 2020 outdoor
summer concert series,
“Rhythm on the Rails,” on
Fri., June 26 in a very different
world than last year’s successful
concert series. From employees
wearing face masks to adult
beverages being served to guests
at their seats, Lauren Jones,
Discovery Park’s director of
special events, and others at the
museum and heritage park have
been hard at work for weeks
to create a safe place so guests
can sit outside and listen to live
music.
Lauren took a few minutes to
answer some questions about
putting together such a big event
in the unprecedented times we

Question: Why did Discovery
Park decide to proceed with a
live music series?
Lauren: Having an outdoor
summer music series near the
Depot is perfect because families
can enjoy the wide-open space
of the park, catch some fish, eat
good food and listen to great
talent while maintaining a safe,
six-foot distance from other
guests. We’ve had many of our
members and people who live
in the communities around
Union City let us know they
are eager for us to continue
with the series, and after
such a successful reopening
of Discovery Park earlier this
month, we decided we could
apply those same health and
safety policies and continue with

the popular event.
Question: What sort of things
are being done differently this
year?
Lauren: All Discovery Park
teammates will be wearing
masks, and we’re not having
bars like we have had in the
past. We’ll have enough of our
folks working that can take
drink orders from guests who
will be able to spread out if they
choose. We’ll also have a lot
of hand sanitizer available for
everyone. Our teammates also
have their temperature taken
before the shift begins and, of
course, no one who has been
exposed to anyone with Covid-19
is allowed to work.
Question: How have you
known what policies make sense
for Discovery Park?

Lauren: We’ve been closely
following recommendations
from Gov. Bill Lee’s Economic
Recovery Group, led by
the Tennessee Department
of Tourism Development
Commissioner Mark Ezell. By
taking the Tennessee Pledge,
as they call it, we’re part of a
bigger group of companies and
organizations who are working
with the medical community
and state government to safely
reboot Tennessee’s economy.
All of us here have found
the Tennessee Pledge to be a
careful, measured approach to
get Discovery Park open once
again while creating a safe
environment for our teammates
and guests.
Question: Who are some of the
see DISCOVERY, page 11
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DISCOVERY

continued from page 10
bands and performers booked
for the series?
Lauren: We’re kicking things
off big with a performance by
the Grammy award-winning
blues band, Chubby Carrier
and the Bayou Swamp Band.
Other bands will be performing
throughout the music series,
including Tyler Goodson; Coby
Watts and the AC43 Band;
Kimberlie Helton Band; Johnny
Mac and the Heart Attacks;
Seeing Red; Clark Beckham;
Brent Hinson and Matt Crosson;
Steve Short and Keith Brown;
Olivia Faye; Katie Thorpe
Tohn and Kicking Keys with
Roger and Barry; and Blair and
Madison.
Question: What kind of food
will be available?
Lauren: The first night of
“Rhythm on the Rails” is blues
and brats night. Sabin’s Café
will be grilling delicious brats,
burgers and hot dogs for guests
to purchase. The rest of the
summer concert series will have
a variety of food by Sabin’s Café
and food trucks.
Families are encouraged
to bring their own blankets,
chairs and fishing gear to the
outdoor concert series. The
gate near the Train Depot will
open at 5:30 p.m., and music will
begin at 6:30 p.m. Admission
is free for members and $5 for
nonmembers.
“Rhythm on the Rails” is
sponsored by Blue Bank Resort,
The Citizens Bank, The Grind,
Volunteer Distributing and
Williams Country Sausage.
For more information, visit
discoveryparkofamerica.com/
rhythm.
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James Hunt

University where he earned
a Bachelor of Science in Arts
& Biology. He earned his
Doctorate of Dental Medicine
from the University of
Louisville.
When asked about a typical
day around the practice, Hunt
replied, “We see about 1520 patients a day. Generally,
about half of them are fillings

community driven way.”
Hunt is happily married to
his wife, Claire, and has two
daughters. When asked what
hobbies he keeps outside of
work, Hunt replied, “When
I have the time, I play a lot
of golf, I’m also a big sports
watcher, I love watching
football, but golf is the big one
though.”
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Scotland, England, the
United Arab Emirates,
France, South Africa,
even Kazakhstan.
Victory in the U.S.
hasn’t happened yet.
The Englishman is in
position to change that
today.
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for the leaders.
“It feels like a major
championship toughness-wise,” said Daniel Berger, who is three
shots back.
Fleetwood rolled in
a birdie from nearly 50
feet on the par-3 17th to
highlight his big finish.
But he thought his two
most important shots on
Saturday were putts that
dropped on the 10th and
15th holes.
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feet on the par-3 17th to
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But he thought his two
most important shots on
Saturday were putts that
dropped on the 10th and
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And both were for bogey. Let that speak for
how challenging PGA
National was — yet
again. Of the 69 players
who made the cut, only
11 broke par on Saturday. Fleetwood’s 67 was
the second-best round
of the day; Mackenzie
Hughes, who made the
cut on the number Friday, shot a 4-under 66
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from tied for 59th to
start the day to tied for
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al, 12 of the 13 winners
have been either first or
second after 54 holes.
And in terms of deficits
overcome, the biggest
has been three shots
-- Padraig Harrington
rallied after being three
back of Ian Poulter in
2015, and Ernie Els
was three shots behind
Donald, Matt Jones and
Mark Calcavecchia in
2008 before prevailing.
Berger (69), Charl
Schwartzel (70) and
Sungjae Im (70) were
tied for fifth at 2 under,
three back of Fleetwood.
There was a fiveway tie for the lead —
Schwartzel, Steele, Im,
Donald and Fleetwood
— on the back side for a
brief spell Saturday at 4
under.
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Love excelling at running
McDonald’s franchise

Davis hits 3rd spring HR, Judge more tests, Buehler sharp
Associated Press
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2 3

land starter Zach Plesac
struck out three over
21/3 innings.

Athletics (SS) 8,
Indians (SS) 7
Robbie Grossman hit
a three-run homer for
Oakland and Paul Blackburn struck out two over
three scoreless innings
in the start.
Carlos Santana and
Mike Freeman each had
two hits for Cleveland.

Angels 10,
Giants 3
Justin Upton doubled
and drove in two runs
and Jason Castro homered for the Angels.
Dylan Bundy retired all
six batters he faced in
the start, three by strikeout.
In his second start of
the spring, Drew Smyly
allowed an infield single
and struck out two in
two scoreless innings
for the Giants. Wilmer
Flores doubled and singled.

Rangers 7,
White Sox 6
Ronald Guzman and

Blake Swihart each
homered for Texas.
Eloy Jimenez homered and Jaycob Brugman hit a three-run shot
for the White Sox. Drew
Anderson struck out
two, walked two and allowed three hits in two
innings.

Dodgers (SS) 14,
Rockies 2
Walker Buehler retired six straight batters, striking out two, in
a clean two-inning start
for the Dodgers. Cody
Thomas homered twice
and Austin Barnes added a three-run shot.
Elias Diaz tripled and
Bret Boswell doubled for
the Rockies.

Royals 9,
Mariners 6
Ryan
McBroom
doubled and Kyle Isbel
homered for the Royals.
Khalil Lee doubled and
drove in two runs.
Stephen Woods Jr.
started but could not
make it out of the first
inning, walking three
and giving up two hits
with one strikeout.
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MRI and further tests as
the team tries to determine the cause of his ailing right shoulder. Manager Aaron Boone feels
the slugging right fielder
could be ready for the
start of the season if he’s
able to play in games
over the final 10 days or
so at spring training.
Gleyber Torres hit a
three-run homer and
Gerrit Cole pitched 22/3
scoreless innings for the
Yankees, allowing two
hits with two strikeouts.
Matthew Boyd made
his second start for De-

homer — in two innings.
Logan Forsythe hit his
second home run.

Orioles 12,
Marlins 6

Trey Mancini and Anthony Santander each
had two hits for Baltimore.
Ace Sandy Alcantara
struggled for a second
straight start, surrendering five runs on five
hits and four walks and
retiring just five batters.

Brewers 4, Cubs 3
Pitching for the first

Mancini and AnSantander each
o hits for Balti-

Sandy Alcantara
d for a second
start, surrenfive runs on five
d four walks and
just five batters.

moved to PGA National.
“It’s just a strong
test of your all-around
game,” Fleetwood said.
Luke Donald birdied
the last to finish a 71
and get to 3 under for
the week, two shots off
the lead. Lee Westwood
(71) was tied with Donald going into the final
round, surviving an upand-down day where he
birdied two of his first
three holes -- and then
made just one more in
the last 15 holes.
“I didn’t have my A
game today,” Westwood
said. “But, ground it out
and didn’t do too much
damage. I don’t feel
like two shots is much
around this golf course.”
True, but the Honda
— at least the current
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services to more than 7,796 municipal
ST. LOUIS – Stifel Financial Corp.
bond issues totaling more than $320
(NYSE: SF) today announced it has
billion.
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“This transaction brings GKB’s
acquire certain assets of George K. Baum
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&32
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 PADUCAH
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securities business to Stifel and further
industry leader in the structuring,
strengthens Stifel’s ability to provide top
underwriting, and marketing of taxable
tier service to municipal issuer clients
and tax-exempt municipal securities.
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Terms of the transaction were not
GKB’s regional and sector focused
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Meagan Musselman

38

Multiple Business Owner

By Alexa Black-Tabor
KPI Business Writer

The career Meagan Musselman, 38,
alongside her husband Ed, is what one
could call lucrative, successful, and a
gift to the community their businesses
are thriving in. The two currently own
multiple businesses and revitalized
the Coke Plant in Paducah, which
includes the famed restaurant, Mellow
Mushroom, as well as Dry Ground
Brewery with their beloved craft beers.
The ambitious couple also has plans to
open a second Knoth’s BBQ location in
Paducah, possibly in fall of 2020.
The two have been married for
18 years and met at Murray State
University. Meagan Musselman has
a Bachelor’s degree in Middle School
Education, and a Master’s degree in
School Administration, as well as a
Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction.
“I had a 15-year career in education,
teaching in both public schools and at
the university level. I have been working
in our businesses full time for the past
three years,” Musselman said. “Ed and
I began investing in real estate about 16
years ago and that has developed from
residential properties, to commercial
properties, to historic renovation
projects, to developing and owning
businesses. We have three children and
two foster children.”
Musselman and her husband always
had a desire to open a brewery in
Paducah since studying abroad in
Germany during college. Musselman’s
husband Ed felt that Paducah was a
craft city without craft beer. As the
two were renovating The Coke Plant,
they felt it the perfect location for a

805 Broadway - Paducah, KY - 270-442-0020
143 N 4th St. - Wickliffe, KY - 270-665-8500

microbrewery. The two had the desire
to take on renovating The Coke Plant,
which proved to be a monstrous task
with a variety of hurdles. The couple
continued with determination to see the
project through and were able to secure
financing and tenants. Dry Ground
Brewing Company was the first business
to open in The Coke Plant in 2015,
shortly followed by Piper’s Tea & Coffee.
“In order to help the overall project of
the building, my husband and I decided
to open the restaurant, and chose
Mellow Mushroom to be the perfect
concept,” Musselman said. “In 2017,
we had the opportunity to purchase
Knoth’s BBQ which has been in the
lakes area for over fifty years. As for Dry
Ground, we were looking to bring a craft
brewery to Paducah because Paducah
did not have one. We purposefully
didn’t install a commercial kitchen or
television because we weren’t trying to
be a sports bar, nor did we want to be
judged on food. We wanted to create a
place where blue-collar and white-collar
folks felt comfortable to gather in the
neighborhood and share a delicious
beverage.”

May
ayfield,
field KY 42066

• Restrooms
• Truck Stop

Shower Facilities

•Schools
•Locker Rooms
•Kitchens

270-444-6477

Crowdus Maintenance and Cleaning, LLC
6145 Keaton Lane • Paducah, KY 42001

•Restaurants
• Care Facilities
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Bradley Shoulta

37

Team Leader
FNB McCracken County

By Zach Anglin
Staff Writer

WE’VE MOVED TO

MIDTOWN

FNB proudly relocated our 630 Jefferson Street
office to Midtown, across from the historic Coke
Plant in the new Midtown shopping center. The
same friendly faces are ready to serve you at our
new location with our state-of-the-art banking
and lending services. Come by and see our new
Midtown banking center and let’s
Start Something Today!

Bradley Shoulta, 37, is a
McCracken County Team Leader
at the new FNB Bank branch in
midtown Paducah.
He graduated from St. Mary
High School in 2001. Shoulta
attended the University of
Kentucky where he earned
a Bachelor’s in Business
Administration-Marketing in
2005. He received his MBA from
the University of Newcastle,
Australia and also attended
Kentucky Bankers Association
banking school.
Bradley serves as a Networking
Chair for Paducah Young
Professionals, is on the
Membership and Marketing
Committee for Paducah Chamber
and is the President of Business
Network International’s Paducah
Chapter.
As Team Leader, Shoulta
oversees the customer service side
of the picture, helping streamline
the process between client and
business.
When asked what he enjoys
most about his job, Shoulta
responded, “Helping people act
on and see their dreams through
is probably the most rewarding
part of working here.” Shoulta

went to say, “Helping them, and
seeing them succeed shows that
what I do makes a difference.”
Shoulta’s hobbies include
running, spending time with his
wife and three children, and his
faith.

June 2020 - Paducah Business Journal - 17

WWW.KY-NEWS.COM

Harley Stephens

23

Office Administrator
Workman Bins, Inc.

1289 Hedge Lane

MLS 104121

5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths,
7,082 Sq. Ft. • MLS #107655

$424,900

By Laurna Todd
KPI Staff Writer
Harley Stephens, 23, is the office
administrator for Workman Bins,
Inc. She helps keep the business
organized and things running
smoothly.
Stephens is a Ballard County
native. She graduated from Ballard
Memorial High School in 2015.
She went on to be a 2018 Murray
State University graduate with a
Bachelor of Science in Agriculture.
Continuing her education, she
see HARLEY, page 18

130 Hunting Creek

$739,000

MAKE OFFER!
MLS # 106360

CASCADE
HILLS
1195 Sherwood

$664,900
MLS # 107315

in Reidland
Lots available

$25,000
EASY BUILD

Contact: Suzy Gilland, Realtor
CENTURY 21 270-556-3697

100% Veteran Owned & Operated

For a
FREE ESTIMATE
Call David
(270) 709-5249

FREE

GAF Warranty

$500 Value!
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$48 SPECIAL

- Termite Treatments
& Annual Svc
- Real Estate
Clearance Letters
- Pest Control Service
- Automatic
Foundation Vents
- Moisture & Vabor Barriers
- Fungus Treatments
- Floor Joist Repair
& Replacement

- Floor Leveling
- Sump Pumps
- Crawlspace
Access Doors
- Under Home
Dehumidifiers
- Seamless Gutter
Installation
- Gutter Repair
& Cleaning

HARLEY

continued from page 17
is projected to graduate in May
2021 with her Master’s in Business
Administration.
During college, she had an
internship for two summers with
the Kentucky Soybean Board. She
went to 120 extension offices in the
state. This venture ended up being
about six months combined, and
an experience that she will always
cherish.
Stephens has overcome many
obstacles in her life to become as
successful as she has at such a young
age. When asked what her favorite
part about being in the agriculture
business was, she replied, “To be able
to advocate for farmers by making
sure they are getting the best services
possible for their grain.”
At Workman Bins, she will help
with anything needed from getting

supplies, running the business’ social
media accounts, being a receptionist,
dealing with DOT, and ordering
parts for customers. She says that
the most difficult part in working in
agriculture is being a female because
some people do not take her as
seriously as others. Though this is a
disadvantage at times, it is also an
advantage because she has a different
outlook on things that go on and
customers really enjoy having her as
a contact.
Some of her hobbies are to
decorate, floral design, photography,
and continuing her education on
agriculture matters. She enjoys doing
these things during her free time, as
well as when these things collaborate
with work. She can bring in her love
for design and photography to keep
the office space looking clean and
organized.
Harley is excited to see where
her future takes her, education and
career wise.

The new era in
REFLUX treatment

No more pain. No more pills. No scar.

Call us at (270) 988-3298 and ask for Roxanne to
learn more and schedule an appointment
Serving all of Southern Ill
and Western Ky

As seen on Family Health Experts
William E. Barnes, MD, FACS
Tri-Rivers Healthcare, PLLC
141 Hospital Dr. Salem, KY 42078
www.tririvershc.com
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Alexa Black-Tabor
From a child drawing pictures
and writing books with the help
of relatives before she could even
construct a full sentence by herself,
one could say that Alexa Black
Tabor’s journey into the literary
world was a thing of destiny. At
the age of 28, not only does she
work for Kentucky Publishing Inc.
as editor of the Livingston Ledger,
but is Creative Director at Word
Journey’s Literary Services with
renowned author Robert Yehling,
60, from Carlsbad, California.
Word Journeys Literary has
been around for decades and is
a one-stop, full-service writing
and marketing services company
for book, magazine, website,
podcast, streaming and corporate
communications needs. The
group works with a variety of
authors based out of Los Angeles,

Nashville, New York and Chicago
- newly introducing authors from
southern states as well.
“As a skilled professional with
experience in producing a variety
of services for printed and digital
media, I seek to bring creative
stories to life through my artistic
and editorial abilities,” Tabor said.
“With an extensive background
in graphic and web design,
journalism and the literary world
in general, I have driven forwardthinking projects tailored to client’s
needs. I have had involvement in
over 50 literary titles branching
throughout a variety of genres,
and too many freelance projects to
count. It is not only a career, but
a passion of mine when I am able
to help breathe artistic life into the
works of my talented clients.”
Tabor is currently illustrating
a series of 4 books for talented
Southern Indiana children’s
author Kathy Miller, and assisting
with web design for former
Hunter Labs CEO Chris Riedel
- a whistleblower who won over
$241 million back from exposing
lab fraud. Tabor is also working
on core design aspects for
entrepreneur and historian Greg
Walter from Oregon - a magical
realism book about the legend of
sasquatch.
“I absolutely love the diversity
of my clients and their projects,”
Tabor said. “It’s so cool to be
able to shift from working on a
children’s book, to a sci-fi project,
and then maybe have a murder
mystery on the horizon. This

28

Writer, Author & Artist

has been a dream come true to
be able to immerse myself in the
literary world like I am now. But
coming from a small town and
very humble beginnings, I had
to work relentlessly for it and
really commit to my craft,” Tabor
said. “Though I have my own

fantasy book I am seeking to get
published, nothing beats working
with my business partner Robert,
and helping such talented people
while building lasting relationships
with my clients at Word Journeys.
They are the best.”
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30

Sales Manager
Kentucky Dream Homes

Eric Wallace
By Zach Anglin
Staff Writer
Eric Wallace, 30, is a Sales
Manager at Kentucky Dream
Homes, the largest proprietor
of modular housing in the
state of Kentucky. Kentucky
Dream Homes has locations in
Owensboro, Bowling Green and
Paducah.
Graduating from Lone Oak High
School in 2008, Wallace began
his career in sales working for
Paducah’s AT&T store. He was a
manager at AT&T before being
recruited to work at Kentucky
Dream Homes.
A typical day in the office for

Wallace includes holding a daily
sales meeting, keeping contractors
on task and keeping in touch with
banks.
When asked about what he
enjoys most about the job,
Wallace replied, “To be able to
say I’m playing a part in helping
give people the American dream
in owning their own home is
something not many people get to
say. I’m humbled by it,” Wallace
said.
Wallace is happily married to his
wife; they have two children, aged
five and two. Wallace’s hobbies
include reading and spending time
with his family.
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Bryan Williams
By Greg LeNeave
Publisher
KPI Newspaper Group
Bryan Williams, 25, is a
Marketing Director for Pepsi
Mid-America where he is
responsible for Kentucky,
Missouri and Tennessee areas.
Prior to working at Pepsi MidAmerica he was the Marketing
Coordinator for Rawlings
Sporting Goods Corporate in
St. Louis.
Williams, a 2013 graduate
from West Frankfort
Community High School (IL)
earned a Bachelor’s of Science
degree in Sports Business
Management from Maryville
University in St. Louis in 2017.
While in college, Williams
joined the U.S. Army Reserves
in 2016. He went to basic
training at Ft. Still, Oklahoma
and is currently serving his
country with aspirations of
becoming an officer. His
current rank is SGT. His
father, Denny Williams, was
a retired LT Colonel from
the Army. Monthly drills and
future assignments are part of
Williams’ everyday life. The
U.S. Army Reserves continue
helping the country in many
situations; for a current

example, the COVID-19
pandemic takes up the efforts
of the reserves on a day-to-day
basis.
As Marketing Director,
Williams stated, “I’m
responsible for the outward
appearance of what Pepsi MidAmerica wants to play in the
community.” He went on to
add, “In September, we collect
bottle caps that raise money
for schools.”
When asked what he liked
best about the job, Williams
replied saying that his work
days are different day to
day. He also mentioned that
he enjoys the opportunity
to excite the consumer to
consume the Pepsi products.
Out of curiosity, I had to ask
what his favorite drink was, his
answer was the new Dr. Pepper
Cream Soda.
Williams has been married to
his wife, Rachel, for two and a
half years.
It’s refreshing to see a young
person with a passion for their
job and our country. How
fortunate we are in the United
States of America to have
young professionals like Bryan
Williams serving our business
community and protecting our
values as citizens.

25

Marketing Director
Pepsi Mid-America

22 - Paducah Business Journal - June 2020

Shawn Vandergriff

WWW.KY-NEWS.COM

32

Preacher, Designer &
Entrepreneur

By Alexa Black-Tabor
KPI Business Writer
Shawn Vandergriff, 32, is not
only a preacher and designer, but
a successful entrepreneur from
Ledbetter of Livingston County.
He began preaching at the young
age of 13, and always felt it a
“true calling” throughout his life.
Vandergriff is also a 2006 graduate
of Livingston County High School,
and the majority of his career
he has been heavily involved in
ministering while simultaneously
developing a genuine care for
people - something that would
greatly assist him later on in life as
a designer.
However, Vandergriff began
designing as a hobby in 2006,
honing his craft. Over a decade
later it paid off, as he began
his own clothing line titled
“Devo Apparel.” Swiftly gaining
popularity in the Pennyrile
area and beyond, the brand was
inspired by Vandergriff ’s desire
to create in a way that impacts
and equally inspires customers
to pursue anything they may be
passionate about.
“Each of our shirts are designed
with those values at the core,”
Vandergriff said. “We all have
dreams or goals - a passion, a
hobby, or a way of how we want to
live. Devo Apparel is about finding
what you love and what motivates
you to keep doing it.”
“Devo,” derived from Devoted,
Vandergriff emphasizes that his
brand is strictly about being

devoted to your aspirations. The
designs, completely customized by
the entrepreneur, are said to have
an edge but appeal to the “college”
world, as well as those engaged in
music and arts. Expanding his fan
base, Vandergriff has also launched
a monthly subscription where
customers can receive a brand new
design every month before it is
officially revealed on the website,
and at nearly half the cost.
Vandergriff is self-taught, and
such a process involved much trial
and error, evolving to eventual
perfection of his brand. He worked
tirelessly on the early catalog of
Devo, which started with only two
shirts and two hat designs. Now,
Vandergriff is proud to release over
20 versatile designs for various
clothing items, some soon to be
launched. Although traction has
slowed but remained steady due to
COVID-19, the business has built
a core base of lasting customers.
“I would say what others may
learn from me is that if you have
something you want to do or love
to do, then do it,” Vandergriff said.
“I wanted to have a company for
years and I always found reasons
why I shouldn’t. I think oftentimes
we have success wrong. To me, if
you can make the same amount
from your own business that
you currently make for someone
else’s business, then what are you
waiting for? For years I worked to
help accomplish someone else’s
dream.
Now, I’m working to accomplish
my own.”
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How business leaders can push for
change before a crisis demands it
The financial challenges and
social disruption imposed by
the pandemic have forced many
companies to changeóoften
drastically. As with any change,
there are new opportunities that if
seized can be turned into gains.
Leaders of some organizations
are acting now to reposition their
organizations for growth. But
how many thought their business
needed transformative change
well before the economy was shut
down? And did their inaction
then make their struggles more
pronounced now?
“Companies need to transform
before financial performance has
started to decline,” says Juan
Riboldi (www.ascent-advisor.
com), an international business
advisor, author, and president of
Ascent Advisor, a management
consulting firm.
“The world is changing fast. To
remain relevant, we must adapt
to the new conditions, but merely
reacting to change is insufficient
for success. We are required to
reinvent ourselves, reimagine
what we do and reposition
our organization. We need to
strategically transform.”
Riboldi presents some ideas
for leaders to consider about
strategically transforming their
companies:
Strategic transformation
is about value creation.
“Strategic transformation is
how leaders create value in
today’s economy,” Riboldi says.
“Strategic transformation follows
predictable patterns that if
correctly applied will lead to value
creation. Those who are able to
implement the new direction with
speed, clarity and precision gain
an edge. To fuel economic growth

and attain success, leaders need
to reinvent their organizations
around creating value.”
Reframe change as opportunity.
Many people balk at change and
feel threatened by it. “Anything
that happens to us can be
immediately framed as a threat,”
Riboldi says. ìBut it’s important
not to stay stuck in that frame of
mind, which can make us limited
and vulnerable. As we reframe the
situation as an opportunity, we
take charge and shape the future.
It’s no longer what’s happening
to us, but what we are doing
about it that matters. Whether a
change becomes an opportunity
or a threat is up to each of us.
Transformational leaders reframe
change as opportunity.”
Create a shared vision. “We all
have a vision,” Riboldi says. “It
may be simple or grand, but that
is not what makes the difference
between ultimate success and
failure. The decisive factor is the
intent. Is the vision self-centered
or is it for the greater good? As we
focus on others’ needs and address
broader interests, we overcome
low trust and instead build on
common purpose. Most visions
fail to inspire others simply
because they are self-centered.
A powerful vision inspires
others with a cause greater than
themselves.”
Focus on execution. Riboldi
says that while a leader’s bold,
innovative ideas can push
an organization in the right
direction, many such plans fall
short because the leaders can’t
execute the transformation.
“Transformational leaders focus
people on delivering what matters
most,” Riboldi says.
Gain confidence by delivering

results. “The challenge for
leaders is to inspire confidence
in uncertain times,” Riboldi says.
“How can you tell if the direction
your organization is pursuing will
succeed or fail? Not all change is
for the better. Progress is made
as you test and learn quickly.
The key is to deliver regular
wins that can be leveraged into
large gains. The best predictor of
ultimate success is continuous
improvement.”
“Whether you are launching an
innovative startup, repositioning
a striving business for growth,
leading a large corporation
through industry disruption, or
navigating social and economic
change in the public sector, you
need to deliver what matters
mostóto you, to your team, to
your organization, and to society
at large.” Riboldi says, “At your
work and in your personal life,
how you respond to change
determines your chances for
success.”
Juan Riboldi (www.ascentadvisor.com) is an international
business advisor and principal
and president of Ascent Advisor,
a management consulting firm.
He is the author of the upcoming
book, Strategic Transformation:
How to Deliver What Matters
Most. For over 20 years, Riboldi
has been advising leaders at
the highest levels of business,
education and government on
strategy, organization, and
execution. His clients include
Fortune 50 corporations as well as
fast-growing private enterprises.
He successfully launched and
led three consulting firms, and
completed post-graduate studies
at Harvard Business School and
Wharton School of Business.

Kentucky State
Parks expand
campground
reopening
guidelines
FRANKFORT, Ky. –
Following the reopening
of Kentucky State Park
campgrounds, parks officials
announced that campground
bathhouses are reopen.
Campers with tents and
pop-up campers will now
have access to the state park
campgrounds.
In an effort to protect
the health and safety of
park guests and staff from
the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19), reopening
guidelines restricted the use of
campgrounds to self-contained
campers and RVs due to the
closure of bathhouses. After
further consultation with state
public health officials, it was
determined that state park
campground bathhouses could
safely be reopened for visitor
use.
Sites designated for tent
camping can now be reserved
through ReserveAmerica.
Campers will also be allowed
to have a maximum of two
guests at each campsite,
which is the current camping
regulations.
All campground guests are
encouraged to use safe social
distancing and use facemasks
when appropriate.
Kentucky State Park
swimming pools, beaches and
playgrounds remain closed at
this time.
For more information and
reservations for Kentucky
State Parks, visit parks.
ky.gov.
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Allen Wilson, serving the people as County Attorney
By Alexa Black-Tabor
KPI Business Writer
Allen Wilson’s story can be
considered one of vast success at the
age of 39, having worked his way
into becoming Livingston County
Attorney. He majored in agriculture
at the University of Kentucky and
even served as one of the university’s
prestigious ambassadors. Wilson

later graduated from the University
of Kentucky College of Law. In 2017,
Wilson’s sister, brother and he were
jointly named the UK Department
of Community and Leadership
Development Outstanding Alumni, all
three attending together.
“I have always enjoyed serving
others,” Wilson said. “Governor Ernie
Fletcher appointed me general counsel
and executive director of the office
of legal services at the Governor’s
Office for Local Development. Later,
Governor Matt Bevin appointed me
as a hearing officer for the Kentucky
Claims Commission.”
Wilson is married to Dr. Amelia
Brown Wilson, who is a field
representative for U.S. Congressman
James Comer, and the two reside
in Grand Rivers. Joining the family
owned firm titled “Wilson Law Firm”
in 2006, he has worked alongside his
family, who are also attorneys. The
very same year, longtime Livingston
County Attorney Billy Riley appointed
WIlson as Assistant Livingston
County Attorney, where he served for
11 years total. He was then elected as
Livingston County Attorney in 2018
and selected as one of 36 prosecutors
statewide to participate in the 2017

Kentucky Prosecutors Institute.
“I very much enjoy serving the
people of Livingston County and
look forward to continuing serving
as county attorney. In that role, I
prosecute criminal cases, collect child
support and delinquent property taxes,

and advise all elected officials and
their staff. My door is always open. I
understand that legal issues arise for
citizens and police officers around the
clock. Being easily accessible is a top
priority of mine.”
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Bailey Port, Inc. is announcing the opening of

Bailey Crushed Limestone

BAILEY PORT, INC.

SERVING OUR REGION FOR

100 YEARS

B e n e f i t s o f C a l c i u m a nd L i m e s t o ne

H High Quality - 98% CALCIUM
H Neutralizes acid in the soil
H Increases the efficiency of fertilizer nutrients
H Increases the effectiveness of herbicides
H Sustains soil productivity
H Yeilds are higher
H COMING THIS FALL- - - CUSTOM BLEND H

PROUDLY HELPING FARMERS
H Great location with easy access H
H Top-Quality CALCIUM H
H Top-Quality LIMESTONE H

H Aggregates: #57, 6x3’s, DGA, Rip Rap H

Bailey Port, Inc.
For more information contact

ATTENTION FARMERS:
Easy access for loading
5229 Industrial Parkway
Calvert City, KY

270-395-1914
HOURS: OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

7:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
WWW.BAILEYCRUSHEDLIMESTONE.COM
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Pilots test new Ohio River bridge in simulator
By Teresa Pearson
KPI Staff Writer
River Captains recently
tested computer scenarios for
the new Ohio River Bridge that
is proposed to be built between
Wickliffe, KY and Cairo, IL.
The testing took place June
1 - 5 at the Seaman’s Church
Institute Center in Paducah.
The simulation was
necessary to make sure the

design accommodates the
traffic below the bridge as well
as it does on the bridge.
Other phases of the design
process narrowed the choices
to three alternatives for the
bridge. Some ideas were
upstream of the existing
bridge.
The Captains piloted a
towboat with the simulator
pushing 35 loaded barges
that placed the bridge piers
different distances from the

existing bridge and three
different types of bridge arches
and trusses. They also tested
in different conditions like
day and night and low tide and
high tide. After each run, the
pilots rated from one to five the
navigability of each scenario.
The bridge project is not

expected to begin until 2025 and
will take three or four years
to complete. However, testing
now, early in the planning
stages will help in the overall
process and will make a huge
difference to bridge traffic both
below the bridge and on the
bridge.
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New Port District possible
By Teresa Pearson
KPI Staff Writer

The Ohio River already
has three statistical ports;
Pittsburgh, Huntington TriA new statistical port is
State and Ports of Cincinnati
planned for the Ohio River
and Northern Kentucky.
that would include parts of
It is hoped that the new
seven counties in Ohio and
district will influence
nine in West Virginia.
investors and lead to
The Mid-Ohio River Valley opportunities for economic
Port District would comprise development in the future.
the portion between the
The plan is for the
Pittsburgh Port and the
river system to help with
Huntington Tri-State Port
heavy truck traffic on the
Districts.
roadways.
There would not be a
The contractor has been
physical port built, instead
gathering letters of support
it would allow the Corps
for the project and plans to
of Engineers to calculate
submit the final proposal in
waterborne tonnage data.
the next few weeks.
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