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Area businesses deal with Covid restrictions
By Chris Woods
KPI Staff Writer
Several local businesses have been
hit hard due to the impact of Covid
regulations. Although some have not
been able to stay afloat, many have
managed to keep going.
Greg’s Supermarkets, with locations
in Bardwell, Clinton and LaCenter,
have done well. Owner Greg Godby
says that they have tried to follow

guidelines concerning masks, social
distancing, and sanitizing. “We’re
doing the best we can, and I’m hoping
that everyone can continue to follow
the guidelines and stay as safe as
possible,” Godby said.
Most fast food establishments are
doing well, but do not plan to have
dine-in areas open any time soon.
They are still mostly doing only drivethru orders.
On the other hand, a lot of smaller

dine-in restaurants have had to
make changes. Carol’s Restaurant in
Bardwell has had to take out tables,
sanitize areas more frequently and
wear masks. “Business is going
well, and our customers are very
cooperative,” says Carol Wright,
owner. “It can be very stressful dealing
with the guidelines that have been set,
but we’re doing ok.”
see BUSINESSES, page 2

MCHS alumni chooses Orthopaedic
Institute for PA training
(Paducah, KY - Brandon Morehead
(MCHS 2014) and Kaci Oetjen
(MCHS 2015) completed their
rotation in the Orthopaedic Institute
of Western Kentucky Spine Center
as part of the University of Kentucky
Physician Assistant program.
Morehead and Oetjen chose OIWK
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because there is more opportunity for
hands-on learning. “I’ve had more of
a personalized experience at OIWK
than some of my classmates I’ve talked
to who are doing their rotations in
larger cities,” said Oetjen. During their
four-weeks, both UK PA students
see TRAINING, page 3
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His House in LaCenter, a
community thrift store, is strictly
following Covid guidelines. Customers
must wear masks or they aren’t
allowed to enter the store, and
children under 12 aren’t allowed in.
Pam Donelson, the Director of the
establishment, says that business is

good. “We’ve been here for 31 years,”
says Donelson. “The people in our
community have been very good about
following the rules, and we haven’t had
any problems out of anyone.”
With Covid cases spiking
nationwide, the future may have
some changes in store once again for
businesses concerning restrictions. But
for now, we can all do our part to help
by following the guidelines that are
presently in place.
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got to interact with patients, assist
in surgery, and follow along in the
patient’s recovery process. Morehead
partnered with OIWK PA, Derick
Thomas, and Oetjen worked side-by-

side with OWIK PA, Ben Kirchner. “I
want to practice in Paducah. Doing
my rotation at OIWK made the most
sense to me,” said Morehead. The
Orthopaedic Institute of Western
Kentucky is the region’s premier source
and largest provider of comprehensive
musculoskeletal services. Whether

surgically or nonsurgically, we care for
patients in the Western Kentucky area
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How retailers are reinventing Black Friday during COVID-19
KIRBY ADAMS,
Louisville Courier Journal
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) _ Will
COVID-19 finally be the thing that
makes Black Friday a thing of the past?
With the coronavirus spreading, local
businesses and national retailers can’t
risk attracting the crowds that normally
show up _ often camping outside and
waiting in line for hours _ for deep
discounts and special promotions. So,
yes, holiday shopping is just one more
thing the coronavirus pandemic has
turned upside down in 2020.
But it isn’t all bad news for deal
hunters.
Retailers are doing their best to safely
draw in customers during the 2020
holiday shopping season by expanding
the length of time to cash in on online
doorbuster deals and offering curbside
pickup and delivery. Local businesses
also are offering innovative shopping

promotions, including pre-booked
shopping times and free gifts.
And they’re doing it now.
If you were waiting until November
to start your holiday shopping locally
or at big-box retailers, experts say
you’re already behind. That’s right, the
holiday shopping creep has now inched
back into October. In fact, it got started
before Halloween.
Since we’re still in the midst of the
pandemic, national and local retailers
have adopted alternative strategies for
holiday shopping during the coronavirus
to keep both shoppers and employees
safe.
“First, they are emphasizing their
online options, including curbside
delivery,’’ said Steve Horwitz, an
economics professor at Ball State
University. ``Second, and perhaps more
important, they are extending their
Black Friday sales earlier into the year.’’
So what’s to become of those Black

Friday savings you planned on for bigticket items like televisions, video games
and toys?
“We’ll still find steep discounts the
day after Thanksgiving,’’ said Sara
Skirboll, a retail and shopping expert
with RetailMeNot. ``But for 2020, Black
Friday is not the official kick-off to the
holiday shopping season. It’s already
underway and so are the deals.’’
Local retailers like Quest Outdoors,
4600 Shelbyville Road in St. Matthews,
plan in-store and online deals and won’t
necessarily wait for Black Friday or
Small Business Saturday to launch those.
Keep an eye on the social media pages
of your favorite Louisville shopping
destinations _ like the Logan Street
Market, shops on Frankfort Avenue
and in downtown Louisville and the
Louisville Independent Business
Alliance _ for deals that may pop up at
any time.
Of course, it’s not easy for local

businesses to always compete with
prices offered at national chains and
megastores, so many local shops offer
free gifts and special experiences to
shoppers during the holiday season.
And while it will be different in 2020,
that practice is also expanding.
Work the Metal, 1201 Story Ave.,
draws a large crowd each holiday during
its special shopping experiences that
include free mimosas, gift giveaways and
a visit from a sexy Santa. But no one will
be sitting on anyone’s lap this year, so
what can holiday shoppers expect?
On Thursday, Friday and Saturday
evenings, we are inviting customers
to book private two-hour shopping
appointments for small groups,’’ said
Jack Mathis, Work the Metal owner.
``And to add to the festive feel of the
holidays, customers can add food and
see RETAILERS, page 8
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Performance funding, innovation facility among UT board highlights
MARTIN, Tenn. – The
Tennessee Higher Education
Commission (THEC) has
recommended that the
University of Tennessee at
Martin receive $393,000 in
additional outcomes-based
formula funding in the next
budget year based on established
standards. The announcement
was made by University of
Tennessee President Randy Boyd
in comments Oct. 23 during
the fall meeting of the UT
Board of Trustees. The meeting
was conducted by webcast in
accordance with recommended
safety standards during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Boyd also announced that
THEC has moved UT Martin’s

Innovation and Product
Realization Facility to the
commission’s Capital Projects
Recommendation List. The $17.5
million, 50,000-square-foot
innovation center is one of three
University of Tennessee projects
recommended by THEC. The
facility is a joint effort by UT
Martin, Tennessee Colleges
of Applied Technology and
Dyersburg State Community
College to support and expand
workforce and economic
development in rural Northwest
Tennessee. Both the additional
outcomes-based formula
funding and the innovation
center are agenda items for the
fall 2020 commission meeting
Nov. 6 at Middle Tennessee State

University.
Mike Krause, THEC executive
director, visited UT Martin
on Oct. 21 and previewed
both announcements during a
weekly faculty and staff town
hall. “UT Martin will be one of
the institutions that’s actually
performed well enough in
the outcomes-based funding
formula to receive new money.
…” Krause told the Zoom
audience. “And succeeding in
the outcomes-based funding
formula, without question, only
happens if every layer to the
university has bought in.
“You have an incredible
chancellor, you have an
incredible senior leadership
team, you have an incredible

faculty, you have an incredible
staff, and when all of those
pieces come together, the
(funding) formula takes care of
itself.”
Petra McPhearson, vice
chancellor for finance and
administration, said that
the funding news comes at
an opportune time for the
university. “Funding formula
investments allow us to pay for
initiatives that help our students
be successful,” she said in a
statement. “This fiscal year, the
formula resulted in a reduction
of over $1.1 million. The money
will help us recover from the
see FUNDING, page 7

October 2020 - Paducah Business Journal - 7

WWW.KY-NEWS.COM

FUNDING

continued from page 6

funding loss in fiscal year 2021.
The new funding in fiscal year
2022 will certainly give us a step
in the right direction.”
The Innovation and Product
Realization Facility will be
located on the UT Martin
main campus and combine
educational facilities,
entrepreneurial centers and
manufacturing workshops
surrounding a shared industrial
maker space. “You all sent in
a great (innovation center)
proposal, and as a result, you’re
on our list, and our mission
now, my mission, is to work
with Chancellor (Keith) Carver
and President Boyd to work to

get that building funded and
to work to get the outcomesbased funding formula funded,”
Krause said.
“The pandemic is challenging
higher education and UT
Martin in multiple ways,”
said Carver in a statement.
“THEC’s recommendations
for additional outcomesbased funding support and the
new innovation center come
at a critical time as we seek
innovative ways to support our
students and contribute to the
region’s economic development
now and in the future. We never
take for granted support by the
commission, the state and the
University of Tennessee.”

This artist rendering of the proposed Innovation and Product Realization Facility at UT Martin
shows potential uses of space for engineering and other projects. The facility is a joint effort
by UT Martin, Tennessee Colleges of Applied Technology and Dyersburg State Community
College to support and expand workforce and economic development in rural Northwest
Tennessee.
Submitted photo
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drinks to their evening if they’d like.’’
Mathis has already adjusted the flow
inside his 5,000-square-foot building in
Louisville’s Butchertown neighborhood
by widening aisles, adding registers to
avoid congestion, limiting the number
of shoppers inside the building and
requiring masks. He plans to add more
online shopping options over the next
few weeks.
“We have definitely noticed from
conversations with our customers that
they are buying their Christmas gifts
earlier this year,’’ Mathis said. ``They are
asking for their items to be gift boxed
for Christmas earlier than last year.’’
The Anchal Project, a sustainable,
socially conscious home and textile
boutique in Louisville, is also leaning
into the reserved shopping trend.
During its Anchal Holiday Trunk Show
on Nov. 19 at Historic Whitehall, 3110
Lexington Road, customers can reserve
30-minute appointments to shop ``with
safety and ease’’ with a limit of 10
shoppers per time slot to ensure social
distancing. Masks and temperature
checks are required.
It’s also offering a virtual ``walk and
shop’’ option where an Anchal team
member will help you find the perfect
holiday gift during a private 30-minute
virtual appointment.
Reservations for both shopping
experiences are $20, which is turned
into a corresponding $20 credit on items
at checkout.
Even with all of the unique ways
retailers are hoping to safely bring
people in the doors, Horwitz says the
upcoming holiday shopping season
promises to be the most unusual
one ever, as both retailers and their
customers adjust to life amid the
COVID-19 outbreak.
“The challenge of how to get sales
close to typical holiday seasons while
still protecting themselves and their
customers is a tricky one,’’ he said. ``No
firm can afford to be the site of a super

spreading event, so they have every
reason to try to keep everyone safe.’’
Last year, U.S. households spent
an average of $511 on gifts during
the winter holiday shopping season,
according to Deloitte, a consultancy
firm. This year, that number is projected
to be about the same with one notable
uptick. The National Retail Federation
projects more than 60% of consumers
plan to purchase the majority of their
holiday items online compared to 56%
last year.
Several major retailers have already
changed their Black Friday plans to
adjust to the `new normal.’ Target,
Best Buy, Walmart, Dick’s Sporting
Goods and Macy’s will all be closed
Thanksgiving Day, and most stores will
face capacity constraints that will put an
end to the long lines and big crowds the
following day.
“If you are someone who really
enjoys strolling through store aisles and
browsing to find the right gift, you may
need to readjust your thinking,’’ Skirboll
with RetailMeNot said. ``If you must go
out in public to holiday shop, create a
list before heading to the store and get in
and out as quickly as possible.’’
For those who are shopping from
home, the deals have already started.
Amazon Prime Day got the holiday
ball rolling the second week of October.
According to data by research firm
Edison Trends, spending on Amazon’s
U.S. e-commerce site rose 36%
compared to Prime Day in 2019. Those
numbers are expected to make Amazon
Prime Day the top shopping day during
the last three months of 2020.
Prime Day’s success jumpstarted other
retailers who also launched super sales
earlier this year.
Macy’s announced it will begin
Black Friday sales immediately after
Halloween. Target’s Black Friday deals
will be online and in stores for the
entire month of November, and it will
offer ``weeklong discounts and digital
deals every day’’ starting Nov. 1. Home
improvement chain Home Depot will
stretch its Black Friday deals over nearly
two months _ starting in November and
running through December.

WWW.KY-NEWS.COM
Walmart has rebooted the idea of
Black Friday and spread savings from
one single day to three multi-day
supersaver events across the month of
November. ``Black Friday 2020 Deals
for Days’’ will offer deep discounts
online before the sales become available
in stores.
To encourage customers to socially
distance and shop from home, Walmart’s
Black Friday discounts are available at
Walmart.com three days before they are
available in the store.
“We’ve been very thoughtful as we
planned this year’s event,’’ said Scott
McCall, executive vice president and
chief merchandising officer for Walmart.
``By spreading deals out across multiple
days and making our hottest deals
available online, we expect the Black
Friday experience in our stores will be
safer and more manageable for both our
customers and our associates.’’
For those looking to make the most of
their holiday shopping this year, here are
some other tips from experts:
SHOP ONLINE, PICK UP LOCALLY
According to a recent consumer
survey from RetailMeNot, 66% of people
surveyed say they plan to spend the
same amount of money or more during
the upcoming holiday season as they
did in 2019 as a way to create a sense of
normalcy and keep traditions alive.
Three-quarters of those same shoppers
said they’d prefer to shop online this
year, and the same amount will aim to
complete all of their holiday shopping as
early as possible.
When you shop online, you can save
on shipping fees when you opt for the
curbside pick up at your local retailer.
This is especially true if it’s a bulky or
heavy item, such as a TV or exercise
equipment. And hey, it almost feels
like you actually went shopping at your
favorite brick-and-mortar store.
Something else to consider this year
is potential delivery delays with so
many shoppers transitioning to online
shopping. Skirboll said to consider
curbside pickup whenever possible,
which many national and local retailers
are offering this year.

“An important option to keep in mind
is buying online and picking up instore or curbside,’’ said Skirboll. ``With
curbside being a safe way for shoppers
to handle their holiday shopping this
year and staying out of stores, it also
helps ensure timely delivery of gifts.’’
SHOULD YOU BUY NOW OR WAIT
FOR LATER?
New toys, video games and apparel
may be on the top of kids’ and teens’
holiday wish lists, and as we edge closer
to the holidays, retailers will often run
extra sales. But we all know if you wait
too long for the hottest items, we run the
risk of losing out.
“If it’s a `must-have item’ on someone’s
list, you may want to go ahead and buy
it and not wait on a sale,’’ Skirboll said.
``But first, be sure to search the internet
for coupons or cash-back options.’’
Other popular items that probably
won’t go on sale and may already be
hard to find during the COVID-19
outbreak include indoor fitness
equipment, outdoor patio heaters,
homebrew kits and items that make
working from home more comfortable.
“As social distancing measures
continue into the winter, we’re seeing
`nesting’ items staying very popular,’’
said Skirboll. ``People started preparing
for a long winter by purchasing things to
make their homes more enjoyable and
functional. They’re also buying outdoor
items like sleds, snowshoes and patio
heaters.’’
The extended online-shopping
palooza, courtesy of COVID-19, may
not be as much fun for those who enjoy
the physicality of winning a doorbuster
deal in person, but during a pandemic, it
makes a lot more sense.
“By stretching out the holiday
shopping season over more than two
months, they are engaging in a kind of
social distancing through time,’’ said
economics professor Horwitz. ``With
more time to shop for great deals, fewer
people will want to be in the store on
any given day, including the Friday
after Thanksgiving, and that will keep
everyone safer.’’
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Paducah Chamber to host HUBZone certification webinar Nov. 4

Pursuing federal contract dollars
is the topic of the next Paducah
Area Chamber of Commerce
webinar scheduled for Wednesday,
November 4 at 8 a.m. This webinar
will address how local businesses
can learn more about the Small
Business Administration (SBA)’s
HUBZone program and how to
become HUBZONE certified. To
register, go to paducahchamber.org.
HUBZone, which stands
for Historically Underutilized

Business Zone, is designed for
small businesses that operate and
employ individuals in an area
that is considered economically
disadvantaged.
Businesses who obtain the
HUBZone certification may be
eligible for preferential treatment
in contract competitions, as well
as enhanced subcontracting
opportunities.
“As the deactivation and
remediation contractor for the

U.S. Department of Energy’s
Paducah Site, Four Rivers Nuclear
Partnership is committed to
ensuring that at least 50 percent of
our procurement dollars are spent
with small businesses,” said Cory
Hicks, Business Services Director
for Four Rivers Nuclear
Partnership. “This commitment
provides greater opportunities for
small businesses in our region,
especially HUBZone businesses,
which are given preference in

competing for contracts.”
The featured speaker is Nancy
Brown, Deputy Program Director
for Kentucky Procurement
Technical Assistance Center
(KYPTAC). This webinar is part of
a comprehensive training program
designed to increase awareness
of the certification and ultimately
increase the number of certified
Kentucky businesses.
The webinar will be broadcast via
Zoom.

To qualify for the HUBZone program, a business must:
• Be a small business;
• Be at least 51 percent owned and controlled by U.S. citizens,
a Community DevelopmentCorporation, an agricultural
cooperative, a Native Hawaiian organization, or an Indian
tribe;

• Have its principal office located in a HUBZone; and
• Have at least 35 percent of its employees live in a HUBZone.
For more information about hub zones, go to sba.gov/
federal-contracting/contracting-assistance-programs/
hubzone-program.
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Barrell aged and river raised

By Teresa Pearson
KPI Staff Writer

On October 9, Brown Water
Spirits launched its first release
in Nashville, TN. That release
was a whiskey known as O.H.
Ingram River Aged Whiskey.
What makes this such a unique
whiskey is that it was matured
in a barge moored to the bank of
the Mississippi River in Ballard
County, KY; Wickliffe, to be
exact.
Hank Ingram, founder and
proprietor of the Nashville based
Brown Water Spirits, came up
with an unusual way of aging the
spirit that harnesses the water’s
temperaments.
“I had the idea of what would
happen if we put a barrel on a
barge,” he says. Explaining how
Brown Water Spirits was born,
Ingram said, “My history is in the
barge business, and we always
refer to the river as brown water.”
O.H. Ingram harnesses the
power of the Mississippi to create
a truly unique spirit. “Inside
our first-of-its-kind floating

rickhouse, the river’s
continuous motion
forces our whiskey to
have more contact with
the barrel, enhancing its
flavor like never before,”
Ingram said. “Wickliffe,
where our whiskey is
moored is a town full
of rich history and
hardworking people,
O.H. Ingram River
Aged lives here,
where the river
and its workers
never stop,” he
said.
Hank Ingram
comes from
a long line of
entrepreneurs
who for more
than five
generations have
built businesses
with the river at
their core.
Hank is the
latest in his
family tree to
bring a great idea

to the river’s edge. With
an intimate knowledge of
the river and a penchant
for a bourbon nightcap,
he developed the idea
for the unique river
ageing process while in
business school. After
the idea won first place
in a pitch competition
in 2015, Hank founded
Brown Water Spirits
shortly thereafter
to bring the idea
to life.
Jeff Hopmayer
of Brindiamo
Group has said
that everything
he gets to see
through the
process of
creating O.H.
Ingram River
Aged Whiskey
is done almost
the same way
it’s been done
for hundreds of
years, but when
you go to the

barge and see racks and racks
of barrels on the river that are
rocking back and forth, it allows
the bourbon distillate to get more
contact with the wood that brings
about a better taste of caramel
and vanilla; thus producing
something extremely unique that
the industry has yet to see.
The Mississippi River has long
served as inspiration to those
who know it. O.H. Ingram River
Aged Whiskey was born from
this love – coupling an affinity for
the river with the innovation and
entrepreneurship needed to bring
the whiskey to life.
Hank Ingram states, “For more
than 150 years, the river has been
a part of my family’s history, it’s at
the core of who we are and what
we do.”
“You can have a good story,
but at the end of the day, great
whiskey sells itself. Ours is very
special,” says O.H. Ingram River
Aged Whiskey Director Scott
Beyer.
Scott Beyer is Director of Sales
Operations. In his position at
see RAISED, page 11
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Brown Water Spirits, Scott Beyer
oversees logistics for barrel
inventory and helps promote new
products to the public.
Growing up on a small farm in
Pennsylvania, Scott understood
the value of hard work from a
young age. This value has become
central to everything he does,
including producing high-quality
whiskey.
“The river really brings it’s own
elements to this enterprise, it is
something the world needs to
try,” Ingram said.
Currently O.H. Ingram River
Aged Whiskey is only available
in Tennessee, but they are hoping
for expansion into Kentucky in
the very near future.

Hank Ingram

Insist on the best!

Build with exceptional value.
Build with attention to detail.
use quality materials.
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Paducah-McCracken County and Calvert City named
in Tennessee RiverTowns program celebration
PADUCAH – Paducah-McCracken
County and Calvert City were
two of the fifteen Tennessee River
communities selected for the
inaugural cohort of the Tennessee
RiverTowns Program held on
October 23rd. They are the only
Kentucky communities in the
Program.
Each of these two communities is
beginning its journey to become an
official Tennessee RiverTown and
part of the Tennessee RiverLine,
North America’s next great regional
trail system incorporating a
continuous system of paddling,
hiking and biking experiences along
the Tennessee River’s 652-mile reach.
Paducah Mayor Brandi Harless
said, “Paducah’s involvement in the
Tennessee RiverTowns Program is
a game changer. The opportunity
to enhance recreational use of the
natural resource we’ve been given has
the potential to make Paducah an
even better place to live and visit. We
are excited to have our neighbors in
Calvert City join us on this endeavor.”
McCracken County Judge
Executive Craig Clymer said,
“Through the RiverTowns Program,
McCracken County is proud to
join with Paducah and all our
upriver neighbors in promoting and
celebrating our mutual fortunes to be
located on the great Tennessee River.”
To celebrate being selected for the
Tennessee RiverTowns Program,
representatives joined togther from
the City of Paducah, McCracken
County, River Discovery Center, and
Calvert City on Wilson Stage located
on Paducah’s riverfront.
Calvert City applied to be a

part of the Tennessee RiverTowns
Program because of its long history
and appreciation of the river.
According to Calvert City Mayor
Lynn B. Jones, “After landing on
the banks of the Tennessee River,
Potilla Calvert surveyed for high
ground for a homestead site that
maximized the river’s value. Calvert
City was founded and thrived on the

is proud to be in the Tennessee
RiverTowns Program.”
A vital community partner in the
Tennessee RiverTowns Program is the
River Discovery Center, an interactive
museum in downtown Paducah that
stimulates curiosity and appreciation
of the region’s river systems.
Executive Director Julie Harris
said, “The River Discovery Center

fertile ground of the river bottoms
that produced abundant crops for
farmers.”
Mayor Jones added, “In the late
1940’s, industry saw the benefits of
the river and transformed the little
farm community into an industrial
giant for Kentucky. Sportsmen, river
rats, and more enjoy the blessings
the river. The Tennessee continues
to invite and evolve from the day
Mr. Calvert first appreciated the
Tennessee’s life-giving water. Calvert
City has embraced the river and

greatly values its partnership in the
Tennessee RiverLine program and is
excited about the new RiverTowns
Program which will bring more
recreational opportunities to
Paducah. We are looking forward to
some exciting things ahead in 2021!”
The Tennessee RiverLine initiative
is led by the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville, in collaboration with the
Tennessee RiverLine Partnership.
River communities that are invested
as part of the Tennessee RiverLine
benefit from economic development

and entrepreneurship opportunities,
quality of life amenities, and
increased access to river experiences
that improve public health and
generations of river advocates that are
active participants in its stewardship.
“Tennessee River communities are
the beating heart of the Tennessee
RiverLine,” said Tennessee RiverLine
Partnership Director Brad Collett, an
associate professor in UT’s Herbert
College of Agriculture and College
of Architecture and Design. “We are
excited to begin collaborating with
such a diverse group of communities
through the Tennessee RiverTowns
Program as we seek to unlock the
river’s latent potentials for the benefit
of generations of the region’s residents
and visitors.”
The Tennessee RiverTowns
Program follows the overwhelming
support for the Tennessee RiverLine
vision observed in summer 2019
during the Pilot Community
Program. Paducah-McCracken
County was one of the five pilot
communities. In August 2019,
Paducah-McCracken County
hosted Tennessee RiverLine staff
for activities with residents and
community leaders. Insights
gained during that experience,
as well as community-specific
recommendations to embrace the
Tennessee RiverLine vision locally,
are included in a report available
at www.tnriverline.org/pilot.
To learn more about the
Tennessee RiverLine, stay up-todate with programs and initiatives
by following on Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram (@tnriverline) and
visiting tnriverline.org .
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UK part of regional group working to reduce farmer stress
By: Katie Pratt
Lexington, Ky., - Unprecedented
times have unleashed an
enormous amount of new and
unique stressors on American
farm families. To help producers
and their families better deal
with stressful events, researchers
in the University of Kentucky’s
College of Agriculture, Food
and Environment and College
of Nursing have joined other
scientists from across the South

to develop resources to help
producers combat stress.
“With all of the changes going on
in the world right now, we want to
make sure farm families have the
resources they need to successfully
work through these stressful
situations,” said Tony Pescatore,
extension professor in the UK
College of Agriculture, Food
and Environment. “Producers
find themselves not only facing
see STRESS, page 14
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grain drying systems
that let you get back
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in life.
shivvers.com

- Set It & Forget It Drying Technology
- Counter-Flow Efficiency
- Unparalleled Drying Consistency

counter-flow grain
drying specialists

For More Information:

6230 Hwy. 89 Palmersville, TN

800-594-4455
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Full line of Shivvers products
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STRESS

continued from page 13
financially stressful situations
with market fluctuations that have
been enhanced by COVID-19,
but they also face emotional
stressors related to their ties to
their animals, if they are forced to
reduce their herd.”
Pescatore and Jennifer Hunter,
UK extension professor of family
and consumer sciences, are coinvestigators on a three-year, $7.2
million grant the University of
Tennessee received from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture as part
of their Farm and Ranch Stress
Assistance Network. For their part
of the grant, UK faculty and staff
will conduct an analysis of current
available mental health resources
in Kentucky and determine what
programming needs exist in the
state in terms of farm stress and
mental health. They will craft an
action plan for Kentucky and help
draft one for the entire Southern
region, which includes 13 states
and two U.S. territories.
“Unfortunately, there is still
a significant amount of stigma
regarding mental health issues,
and access to mental health
service providers is extremely
limited in rural Kentucky,” Hunter
said. “We hope to develop a
multidisciplinary approach to solve

a complex problem.”
In addition to Hunter and
Pescatore, researchers in the UK
College of Nursing, animal and
food scientists and extension
specialists in agriculture and
natural resources and family and
consumer sciences will work on
the project.
“As a family nurse practitioner,
I have seen firsthand how
sustained stress and mental
health issues can take a heavy
toll on individuals, families and
entire communities,” said Julie
Marfell, associate professor in the
College of Nursing. “During this
time of economic uncertainty, it
is especially important that we
engage with our farm families and
rural communities to understand
their needs and provide the
services and resources necessary
to improve their mental health and
wellness. I look forward to working
with UK’s College of Agriculture,
Food and Environment to help
increase access to services and
reduce the stigma surrounding
mental health in rural Kentucky.”
The grant also includes funding
for the hiring of a UK extension
specialist who is also a registered
nurse specifically focused on the
area of agriculture mental health.

”

“With all of the changes going on in the world right now, we
want to make sure farm families have the resources they need to
successfully work through these stressful situations...”
- Tony Pescatore
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Bailey Crushed Limestone
Coming this Fall: Best Ag Lime & Construction Rock in the Area

HOURS: OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

7:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.

ATTENTION: Kentucky and Tennessee Farmers
H Get a HIGHER % of CALCIUM (99.3% - according to lab reports from Bowser-Morner, Inc.)

SPECIAL AG-LIME CRUSHING EQUIPMENT
More Soluble Ag-Lime / Breaks Soil Down Better

one for 1/16 size • one for Clean Powder

Custom Blend per Farmers Request

H Save 1 hour for KY & 2 hours for TN in reduced transportation time

4-Lane Interstate access / Located off of I-24 & I-69
Avoid Quarries with 2-Lane access, Buses and Hazardous Driving Conditions

H Offering BARGE & RAIL access; TRUCKING SERVICE available

Coming next Year: magneSiUm added to ag-Lime will be available and will be pellatized
Natalie
Bailey
VP Sales

270-331-6287

270-395-1914 H 5229 Industrial Parkway H Calvert City, KY
WWW.BAILEYCRUSHEDLIMESTONE.COM
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4th Annual | Selling 60 Bulls

Boys from the South
Bull Sale
Gelbvieh & Balancer® Bulls
Saturday, November 28, 2020 • 1:00 Pm ct
JameS e. Ward ag ceNter, LebaNoN, tN

Green Hills Gelbvieh • Butler Creek Farm
Offering Includes:

Coming 2-year old bulls • 13-16 month old bulls
Gelbvieh-influenced commercial females Bred & Open

GHGF G310 • AMGV 1470983

GHGF G031 • AMGV 1470956

GHGF G200 • AMGV 1470995

HOMO BLACK • HOMO POLLED • PB

HOMO BLACK • HOMO POLLED • 75%GV

HOMO BLACK• HOMO POLLED • BALANCER

BCFG Butler’s Pistol Pete 280G

RAAB Butlers Cherokee 28G3

AMGV 1478797
HOMO POLLED • PB

AMGV1482758
HOMO POLLED • BA

Butler Creek Farm
Milton, TN

Michael, Barbi & Ethan
615.286.2799 (H)
615.351.1071 (C)

Zach, Autumn & Henley
615.308.8628 (C)
260.227.0323 (C)

BCFG Butlers Hillbilly Highway 134G BCFG Butlers Blacklist 534G1

AMGV1478802
POLLED • PB

AMGV1472630
HOMO POLLED • BA

Walter & Lee Teeter

1380 French Belk Rd.
Mt. Ulla, NC 28125
(704) 664-5784
Lee’s Cell (704) 267-4638
Walter’s Cell (704) 236-7980
Justin’s Cell (704) 267-4074

UK Gluck Equine
Research Center
launches national
survey on horses aged
15 years and older
By Alisa Herbst
Lexington, Ky., - While horses
aged 15 years and over make up
a significant portion of the U.S.
equine population, surprisingly
little is currently known about
their management and health
status. In response, the University
of Kentucky Gluck Equine
Research Center is launching a
survey to better understand the
special needs of this age group.
Eligible survey participants
should own one or more horses
that currently reside(s) in the
U.S. While the survey focuses on
horses, including ponies, aged
15 years and older, owners of
younger horses are also invited
to participate in the survey. The
survey takes between three and
25 minutes to complete. The
survey can be accessed at https://
uky.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_bxAeIRSVM6gAOvb, and
will be available through Nov.
20. Participants will also have the
option to enter a raffle to win two
bags of BUCKEYETM Nutrition
feed (1st prize), or four pounds of
Reasons® Joint Support Treats (2nd
and 3rd prizes).
The survey project is
coordinated by Alisa Herbst,
a doctoral candidate at
the Gluck Center in the
College of Agriculture, Food
see EQUINE, page 17
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EQUINE

continued from page 16
and Environment, who is
concentrating on the aging process
of horses. She is being supervised
by assistant professor Amanda
Adams, a specialist working with
geriatric horses.
“The main goal of this survey
is to create a management and
health profile of U.S. horses aged
15-plus years,” she said. “By
applying the insights that we
gather from the survey, and other
work in my PhD, I hope that we
can provide improved support for
those managing horses of this age
group.”
Herbst is collaborating on this
project with an international
and national research team
that includes Adams; Patricia
Harris, professor, veterinarian
and director of science at MARS
Horsecare and head of the equine
studies group at WALTHAM
Petcare Science Institute; Michelle
Coleman, veterinarian and
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assistant professor at Texas A & M
University College of Veterinary
Medicine and Biomedical
Sciences; and Erica Macon,
doctoral candidate at UK’s Gluck
Center. MARS EquestrianTM is
providing sponsorship for this
study.
“We’re very excited about the
information that this survey will
provide. While much beloved by
their owners, we still know very
little about the specific needs of
this population. I look forward
to hearing more about the results
from this survey, and I greatly
appreciate the sponsorships
provided by MARS Equestrian for
this effort,” said David Horohov,
chair of UK’s Department of
Veterinary Science and director of
the Gluck Center.
The contribution of every horse
owner, and especially those with
any horse or pony over 15 years
of age, will be vital for the success
of this project and the continued
improvement in the health of
horses.

Together we do more.

Same Great Staff. New Location.
Wide Selection of Kubota Products.

3350 Hwy 45 North
Mayfield, KY 42066
270-856-4355
UK researcher Amanda Adams’ geriatric horse herd grazes in a pasture at the
University of Kentucky.
Photo by Alisa Herbst, UK doctoral student

KubotaUSA.com

© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2020. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or
implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the
complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.
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UK Fall Crop Protection webinar series begins in November

By Katie Pratt
Lexington, Ky., - University of
Kentucky College of Agriculture,
Food and Environment specialists
have organized a webinar series aimed
at helping producers provide better
protection for their grain crops.
The 2020 Fall Crop Protection
webinars begin Nov. 10 on the video
conferencing app Zoom and will
focus on new and common threats to
Kentucky corn, soybeans and wheat.
The weekly webinars will occur at 10
a.m. EST on Tuesdays and are hosted
through the Southern Integrated Pest
Management Center.
Preregistration is required to attend
each webinar. The webinar schedule
and preregistration links are as follows:
Nov. 10- Kiersten Wise, extension
plant pathologist. New ways to

manage old diseases in corn. Wise’s
presentation will focus on new
research and technologies to manage
foliar diseases like gray leaf spot and
southern corn rust.
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_NW-sKREuSIyCbydQMOeMrA.
Nov. 17- Carl Bradley, extension
plant pathologist. What lies beneath:
sudden death syndrome and the
soybean cyst nematode. Bradley’s

webinar will address links between
sudden death syndrome and the
soybean cyst nematode and ways to
better manage both diseases.
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_TCs0n7gnSsKio3NkjuXOZg

Green’s presentation will discuss the
basic steps for establishing an effective
program customized to each operator’s
needs.
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_KGyyEeg_SvaI0dvXNO_K9A

Dec. 1- Raul Villanueva, extension
entomologist and Zenaida Viloria,
research analyst. Geographic
expansion of the brown marmorated
stink bug. The stink bug has expanded
into Western Kentucky. Villanueva
and Viloria will discuss insect trap
counts and how this insect will impact
Kentucky soybeans.
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_e4B0cF92RPard4WNgo5ZdQ
Dec. 8- J.D. Green, weed scientist.
Selecting the right herbicide tolerant
traits and applying the right herbicides
at the right time. Weed control
programs are now more complex.

Dec. 15- Travis Legleiter, weed
scientist. Tackling the top 5 weeds
of the Mid-South. Palmer amaranth,
waterhemp, marestail, annual ryegrass
and Johnsongrass are the five most
troublesome weeds in grain crops in
the region. Legleiter’s webinar will
discuss chemical and cultural controls
for each weed.
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_IlBk2VqaS5aA_mWWkjjdUQ

Also available
for rent!

HX Series
Farm Ready

AGI’s lineup of Hutchinson HX series augers
are fast, reliable, and ready to work on your
farm. Featuring either an A-frame or scissor
lift frame to maximize reach and reduce
swaying, commercial strength cable or steel
trussing for added stability and a low-profile
swing hopper for easy unloading.

G R A I N VAC

VRX
The AGI REM VRX GrainVac is available with a wide
assortment of accessories to make your job faster and
easier than ever.
aggrowth.com/rem

SELL | SERVICE | INSTALL
6230 Highway 89 Palmersville, TN
731.822.4415

SELL | SERVICE | INSTALL
6230 Highway 89 Palmersville, TN
731.822.4415

aggrowth.com/hutchinson

Program organizers have applied
for continuing education credits for
pesticide applicators and Certified
Crop Advisers.
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Grain markets
favoring wheat and
double-crop soybeans

By Katie Pratt

Lexington, Ky., - As Kentucky producers begin
to decide their planting intentions for the next
growing season, current grain markets favor a
wheat, double-crop soybean rotation over fullseason soybeans.
“Right now, expected market prices look
incredibly attractive for Kentucky producers
to plant wheat and double-crop soybeans in
most scenarios,” said Greg Halich, agricultural
economist with the University of Kentucky College
of Agriculture, Food and Environment.
Compared to 2019, wheat prices have increased
significantly, and soybean prices have had a
slight increase. Higher wheat prices are due to a
higher global demand, as countries stock up on
supplies due to the Covid-19 pandemic, and lower
worldwide production in 2020, because the crop
was impacted by adverse weather conditions across
the globe.
Projected wheat prices for the 2021 harvest are
around $5.80 per bushel, which is an increase of
nearly $1 per bushel from 2019, and the projected
soybean prices for the 2021 harvest are around
$9.60 per bushel.
Halich analyzed potential returns for two
large grain production areas in Kentucky. The
southwestern part of the state does a lot of doublecropping already, and the Ohio Valley tends to
grow more corn and full-season soybeans. He also
considered additional operating costs related to
growing double-crop soybeans in his analysis and
average cash rents for average and best ground in
these two areas.
On average land in southwest Kentucky,
producers expect average yields of 72 bushels per
acre for wheat, 42 bushels per acre for double-crop
soybeans and 50 bushels per acre of full season
soybeans. In this scenario, Halich anticipates that
wheat producers could have net profits of $64 per
acre by planting wheat and double-crop soybeans
compared to $11 for full-season soybeans.
With higher average yields expected on prime
agriculture ground, those returns could increase to
$198 per acre for wheat and double-crop soybeans
compared to $54 per acre for full-season soybeans.
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UK Ag Equine Programs students gave back to equine
community during inaugural Equine Week of Service

By Sabrina Jacobs
Lexington, Ky., - University of
Kentucky College of Agriculture,
Food and Environment’s Equine
Programs put on its first Equine
Week of Service Sept. 28-Oct.
3. Armed with sanitizer, masks
and the desire to give back to
the equine industry, students
in a leadership program, the
Wildcat Wranglers, created and
implemented this week of service
to give students a chance to get
some hands-on experience they
may be missing this semester.
“We put together the UK
Equine Week of Service as a way
to get out into the community,
out of the classroom and off
our computers during a time
where we are not getting as
much hands-on experience as we
usually would,” said Mackenzie
Johnson, a Wildcat Wrangler
and UK senior studying equine
science and management. “We
wanted to give our students a
chance to get involved in the
equine industry and start making
those vital connections with
different industry professionals,
all while doing a few good deeds
along the way.”
Students, faculty, staff and
alumni donated around 550
hours of volunteer time to seven
local equine organizations in the
Lexington area including Blue
Grass Farms Charities, Central
Kentucky Riding for Hope,
Kentucky Equine Adoption
Center, Kentucky Horse Park,

A UK student grooms a horse as part of Equine Week of Service.
Photo by Sabrina Jacobs, UK student

New Vocations, Our Mims
Retirement Haven and the
Secretariat Center. Students
comprised 86% of the volunteers.
Students in the Wildcat
Wranglers coordinated volunteers
and promoted the service event
via social media.
Grace Camp, a UK equine
science and management senior,
said she feels the event was a
good way to get involved off
campus.
“I wanted to sign up for the UK
Equine Week of Service to help
give back to the amazing equine
organizations here in Central
Kentucky. Also, with my classes
being mostly online, I thought
this would be a great way to get
out of my house and make a

difference,” Camp said.
Anne Boggess, a UK
undergraduate student who
volunteered at the Kentucky
Horse Park, said it was beneficial
to connect the different
communities through service
work.
“I think the week of service is
important, because it connects so
many different communities in a
time where everyone is trying to
find a new normal. The week put
good people together with a goal
of doing good work for wonderful
organizations,” Boggess said.
According to Kristen Wilson,
academic coordinator in UK Ag
Equine Programs and advisor
of the Wildcat Wranglers, the

inaugural event was successful
and hopefully helped equine
organizations in their day-to-day
functions.
“One of the goals of our Wildcat
Wrangler student leadership team
is to build community among
our equine students. The UK
Equine Week of Service is such
a great way for our students to
serve our local equine community
in an event lead by our Wildcat
Wrangler team. It has been so
much fun to work with them as
the team’s advisor and seeing
their vision become a reality,”
Wilson said.
James MacLeod, director of
UK Ag Equine Programs, echoed
her sentiments, adding that he
hopes it will become an annual
tradition.
“We can all be proud of
everything the students have
accomplished. The broad
participation and enthusiasm are
wonderful, with both the host
organizations and the volunteers
living the commitment to be the
change you wish to see in the
world,” MacLeod said.
This event was supported
by local equine industry
organizations. Additionally,
Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital
provided hand sanitizer to the
participating organizations and
volunteers.
To see recaps from the week,
visit UK Ag Equine Programs’
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram
pages or learn more at equine.
ca.uky.edu/.
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In face of pandemic, home sales up for third month
By Lynn Adams
Staff Writer

sales volume almost 12% ahead of
2019’s figure at $6.98 billion.

The coronavirus has negatively
impacted much of American life.
This is apparently not the case for
real estate in Kentucky, as August
saw home sales rise for the third
consecutive month since the housing
market roared back to life in June.
According to figures recently
released by Kentucky real estate
agents, 5,475 closings took place in
Kentucky, up almost 7% over August
2019. That follows an almost 15%
increase experienced in July. Yearto-date sales surged to 35,705, up 4%
from August of last year.
The median sale price of homes in
Kentucky soared 15% to $199,900,
up from $175,500 just one year ago,

The number of homes available
on the market still hovers at near
all-time lows with 1.74 months of
inventory in August. This figure
is down over 40% for the third
consecutive month, and down almost
48% over August 2019.
Paducah real estate professionals
attribute the growth to multiple
factors, chief among them being
today’s low mortgage rates and lots
of buyers vying for a low inventory of
homes.
“I believe part of the reason we’ve
been so busy, is that the rates are
so low, and there are a lot of people
off work, so they’ve had time to

Andrea Higdon

Suzy Gilland

while the statewide average home
price climbed to $236,169. For the
second consecutive month, sales
volume surged more than 20%. That

figure reached $1.3 billion, up from
$1.06 billion in August 2019. This
continues the 2020 sales volume hot
streak and pushes the year-to-date

see SALES, page 22

Let Me Help

With Your Next Move
New Price!

New Price!

150 Pinewood Trail

1289 Hedge Lane

4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,
MLS #107869, West Paducah

5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths,
7,082 Sq. Ft. • MLS #107655

1909 Dooms
Chapel Road

135 Banberry Bend

$252,500

Contact: Kelly Miller

270-217-0435

$299,900

4 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths,
4+ Car Garage,
MLS # 109846, Symsonia

$715,000

$214,900

3 or 4 bedroom, 3 bath home in
a quiet location
MLS # 109356, Paducah

Contact: Suzy Gilland, Realtor
CENTURY 21 270-556-3697
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Distressed sales, such as
foreclosures or short sales, were
down almost 80% over August 2019.
This amounted to only 21 units
as programs seem to be helping
homeowners to remain in their
property.
Nationally, total existing-home
sales, completed transactions
that include single-family homes,
townhomes, condominiums and
co-ops, rose 2.4% from July to a
seasonally adjusted annual rate of
6 million in August. Year-over-year
sales were up 10.5% from a year ago,
or 5.43 million in August 2019.LPCO17525
“Home sales continue to amaze,
and there are plenty of buyers in the
pipeline ready to enter the market,”
says Lawrence Yun, the National
Association of REALTORS chief
economist. “Further gains in sales are
likely for the remainder of the year
with mortgage rates hovering around
3% and with continued job recovery.”
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Kentucky Maple School taps
into state’s sweet potential
By Carol Lea Spence
LEXINGTON, Ky., (Oct. 23,
2020) — There’s gold in Kentucky’s
hills, gold as in maple syrup, that
is. Though many think of maple
syrup as a New England product,
Kentucky woodlands are ripe for
the tapping. For anyone interested
in maple syrup production, The
Kentucky Maple School is a
good place to garner important
information.
University of Kentucky
Cooperative Extension Service
and the Kentucky Maple Syrup
Association will present the free,
annual school in a virtual format
this year, with sessions taking
place on the social conferencing
platform Zoom, 9 a.m. to 12:30

p.m. ET, Nov. 7. Beginning and
experienced producers, as well as
those just interested in maple syrup
production, will find the sessions
interesting and informative.
Shad Baker, agriculture and
natural resources extension
agent in Letcher County,
said this crop holds exciting
economic opportunities for rural
communities, particularly in the
hills of Eastern Kentucky.
“This is a crop that takes
advantage of land that, for the
most part, people consider to be
wasted land, hillside land that
has not historically been used
for agriculture, or at least not in
the past 100 years,” he said. “It’s
scalable, so you can start really
see SYRUP, page 24
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SYRUP

continued from page 23
small, for your own personal use.
It goes all the way up to bigger
producers with 3,000 taps, but
even the little guys can sell at the
farmer’s market or sell from home
and sell out. We’ve not come close
to saturating the market in this
state. We probably aren’t meeting
5% of the demand.”
Forest inventory data, collected
by the U.S. Forest Service and
Kentucky Division of Forestry,
indicate that Kentucky has more
than 105 million sugar and red
maple trees with a diameter of
9 inches or greater that have the
potential to be tapped, according
to UK extension forester Billy
Thomas.
This year’s maple syrup school
will feature Glenn Goodrich of
Goodrich Maple Farm in Vermont

speaking on the topic “25 to
125,000 Taps.” Goodrich started
as a backyard tapper and became
one of the leading maple syrup
producers in the country.
Ben McKenney of Grandpa Joe’s
Sugar House in Maine will lead a
session on “Cooking with Maple
Syrup” and Kate Fotos from Future
Generations University will talk
about other syrup options with
“More than Maple: Walnut Syrup.”
Interested participants should
register in advance at http://kymaplesyrup.ca.uky.edu/.Organizers
will provide registrants with a
Zoom link to attend the meeting.
The UK College of Agriculture,
Food and Environment, UK
Forestry and Natural Resources
Extension, the Kentucky Maple
Syrup Association and the
Kentucky Center for Agriculture
and Rural Development are
sponsoring this year’s event.
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Funds aimed
at protecting
Kentuckians from
scams, fraud
FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) —
Kentucky has been awarded
more than $780,000 in federal
funding that will be used to
help protect residents from
scams, fraud and price gouging
during the coronavirus
pandemic, Gov. Andy Beshear
said.
The funding will be used
to better protect Kentucky
residents, especially seniors
and those experiencing
financial difficulty, from being
targeted by criminals, Beshear
said Wednesday in a statement.
“This funding provides
resources to our law
enforcement and public safety
agencies to take forceful action

to stop predators and protect
Kentuckians,” he said.
The Attorney General’s
Office will receive $540,323 to
hire an attorney, a paralegal
and an investigator to address
rampant COVID-related
consumer fraud, scams and
price-gouging complaints. The
office will also get $144,136 to
hire an investigator dedicated
to financial fraud and
exploitation targeting seniors.
In addition, the Department
of Public Advocacy will receive
$102,270 to launch a pilot
project that addresses the
adverse effects of COVID-19
on indigent clients.
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Steel producer starts construction
on Kentucky plant
BRANDENBURG, Ky. (AP) — Steel
producer Nucor Corp. has broken ground
as construction begins on its new $1.7
billion manufacturing mill in Kentucky.
The plant in Meade County is expected
to create 400 full-time jobs when steel
plate production begins in 2022, with
average annual compensation of $72,000.
Nucor announced its plans last year,
and the new mill is a legacy of former

Republican Gov. Matt Bevin’s term in
office. Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear,
Bevin’s successor, said the plant will be
a “difference-maker” for the economies
of Meade County and the surrounding
region.
Nucor executives expect the project
will create an average of 960 temporary
construction jobs, peaking at 1,500,
Beshear’s office said.
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NFIB presents Guardian of Small
Business Award to Rep. Andy Barr
NFIB, the nation’s leading
small business advocacy
organization presented its
most prestigious legislative
recognition, the Guardian of
Small Business Award, to Rep.
Andy Barr (6th Congressional
District).
“The NFIB Guardian of Small
Business Award is awarded
to lawmakers who small
businesses can truly count on,”
said NFIB Vice President of
Federal Government Relations
Kevin Kuhlman.
“These Members of the United
States House of Representatives
are dedicated supporters of the
key issues that our members
are concerned about and have
proven themselves to be real
champions for small business,”
Kuhlman said.
“Our policy positions are
driven by our members, and we
report NFIB Key Votes back to
our membership. We are proud
to recognize the elected officials
from the 116th Congress who
earned this distinction by
taking pro-small business votes
supporting financial assistance
programs and tax relief and
opposing new regulations and

increased labor costs,” Kuhlman
said. “Small business owners
across the country need their
support now more than ever
during these unprecedented
times, and we are grateful
to these lawmakers for their
leadership.”
Find a complete list of the
NFIB Guardian of Small
Business Award recipients from
the 116thCongress here.
The National Federation
of Independent Business’s
Guardian of Small Business
Award is reserved for
lawmakers who vote
consistently with small business
on the key issues identified
by small business owners.
Those who voted with small
business on key issues 70%
or more of the time during
the 116th Congress earned
the NFIB Guardian of Small
Business Award. NFIB informs
lawmakers in advance which
votes will be considered NFIB
Key Votes and asks lawmakers
to support the consensus
views of our members. We also
remind them that the results
will be reported back to the
NFIB membership.
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Small businesses are counting on
Congress to pass critically needed relief
WASHINGTON, D.C. (Oct.
20, 2020) — The National
Federation of Independent
Business (NFIB), the nation’s
leading small business
advocacy organization,
announced that it will
consider a vote to advance
the Continuing the Paycheck
Protection Program Act,
offered by U.S. Senators Marco
Rubio and Susan Collins,
an NFIB Key Vote for the
116thCongress in a letter sent
to Members of the United
States Senate.
“Across the country,
small businesses are doing
everything they can to keep
their workers employed and
their doors open during
this ongoing public health
crisis,” said Kevin Kuhlman,
Vice President, Federal
Government Relations at
NFIB. “Despite their best
efforts and determination,

current economic conditions
are putting significant stress
on small businesses. According
to NFIB research, more than
one-in-five small business
owners will have to close their
doors over the next six months
if conditions do not improve.
Furthermore, nearly half of
small business owners who
received a PPP loan and/or
EIDL loan anticipate needing
additional financial support
over the next 12 months.”
“Among the provisions
included in the Continuing
the Paycheck Protection
Program Act is the ability for
small businesses to apply for
critically needed second PPP
loans, something Members
of Congress on both sides of
the aisle agree is necessary,”
Kuhlman continued. “We urge
Members of Congress to set
aside their disagreements on
unrelated policies and pass

CHRISTMAS ISSUE
COMING IN DECEMBER!
Call 270-442-7389
to advertise!

this legislation to help small
businesses immediately. Small
businesses everywhere are
counting on it.”
NFIB published its 12th
Small Business COVID-19
survey earlier this month
assessing the pandemic’s
impact on small business
operations, economic
conditions, and utilization of
the targeted small business
loan programs. The first
survey was published in early
March 2020 with subsequent
publications every 2-3 weeks.
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Communities receive Appalachian Longtime auto parts maker Topy
Regional Commission grants
finishes Frankfort expanion
FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) _ Several
eastern Kentucky communities
will share nearly $3.7 million in
Appalachian Regional Commission
grants, Gov. Andy Beshear
announced Monday.
Communities receiving funds
are Booneville, Hazard, Morehead,
Mount Vernon and Somerset, the
governor said. The projects are
aimed at updating infrastructure,
bolstering education, spurring
economic development and
improving health care.
Morehead State University will
use $622,902 in funding to improve
research capabilities and academic
instruction in space systems
engineering and astrophysics, the
governor’s office said. The school

will install a satellite-tracing
antenna for research, student
training and to support NASA
missions.
In Mount Vernon, Rockcastle
Regional Hospital and Respiratory
Care Center Inc. will use $360,000
in funding for an apprenticeship
program.
Beshear also announced nearly
$4 million in funding from the
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
to a dozen communities for
improvement of local streets and
roads.
Eastern Kentucky’s economy
has suffered from a declining coal
industry long before the COVID-19
pandemic inflicted more economic
damage.

VOTE RANDY BRIDGES.

PUTTING OUR PRIORITIES FIRST.

FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP)
- A car parts manufacturer
has completed a $38 million
expansion at its Frankfort
facility.
Topy America Inc.
makes steel wheels for
passenger cars and light
trucks. The expansion at its
500,000-square foot facility
included a new automated
steel wheel assembly line, an
additional painting line and
other upgrades, according to
a release from the governor’s
office.
Topy was started in 1985

in Frankfort as Topy Corp.
Topy America was established
in 2007. The company, a
subsidiary of Topy Industries
in Japan, produces steel
road wheels for all the major
automotive manufacturers.
The governor’s office said
Kentucky has about 520
automotive suppliers that
employ nearly 101,000 fulltime workers.
The Topy expansion project
was preliminarily approved
for up to $1.75 million in
tax incentives through the
Kentucky Reinvestment Act.
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AppHarvest breaks ground on third high-tech
greenhouse, expands from tomatoes into leafy greens

BEREA, Kentucky, (AP) -- AppHarvest
today announced it has started
construction on a third high-tech
controlled environment agriculture
facility in Central Appalachia and is
expanding into growing leafy greens.
Located in Berea, KY, the farm, when
complete, will be 15 acres.
The indoor facility will grow non-GMO,
chemical pesticide-free leafy greens to be
distributed to U.S. grocers and restaurants.
Because of the company’s strategic
location in Appalachia, AppHarvest can
reach nearly 70% of Americans in just
a day’s drive, reducing transportation
costs by up to 80% compared to existing
growers. American production is
concentrated in Arizona and California,
which combine to grow 90% of USgrown leafy greens.1 These states are in
the midst of a decades-long drought and
are consuming precious water resources.
By contrast, Central Appalachia, where
AppHarvest is investing in building
controlled environment agriculture
facilities, has an abundance of rain. The
facility in Berea, like AppHarvest’s other
controlled environment agriculture
facilities, will be designed to have its water
needs met entirely by recycled rainwater
using a closed-loop irrigation system
where all water not absorbed by the plants
is cleaned using sand and UV and then
reused.
The facility will continue to expand
AppHarvest’s growing space in Central
Appalachia. AppHarvest opened its
flagship farm — a 2.76-million-squarefoot facility growing tomatoes — last week
in nearby Morehead, KY and also broke
ground for a second facility of similar size
in Madison County outside Richmond,
KY.
“With this facility, we will expand
beyond vine crops to leafy greens,
which face many of the same challenges
in today’s broken food systems,” said
AppHarvest Founder & CEO Jonathan
Webb. “Leafy greens are grown almost
exclusively in states with little water and

then travel thousands of miles to most
Americans. We’re working to create a
more resilient American food system, and
water usage is at the heart of the issue.”
Added Berea Mayor Bruce Fraley,
“The city of Berea is thrilled to welcome
AppHarvest to our community.
Throughout the site selection process,
it has become clear to me that Berea
is a perfect fit for AppHarvest, and
AppHarvest is a perfect fit for our city.
We are very glad to be part of a truly
revolutionary movement in AgTech.”
How is AppHarvest different from
traditional agriculture companies?
The company’s greenhouses are
designed to reduce water usage by 90%
compared to traditional open-field
agriculture due to unique irrigation
systems connected with large-scale
rainwater retention ponds. The system is
designed to eliminate harmful agricultural
runoff, which contributes to toxic algae
blooms.
AppHarvest farms are located in waterrich Central Appalachia in contrast to
much of America’s vegetable production
that is concentrated in Arizona and
California, states that continue to confront
water scarcity and climate disruptions.
Strong relationships with leading
AgTech universities and companies in
the Netherlands position AppHarvest as
a leading applied technology agriculture
company. The Netherlands has developed
a significant high-tech greenhouse
industry, becoming the world’s secondlargest agricultural exporter despite
having a land mass roughly equal
in size to Eastern Kentucky. Earlier
this year, AppHarvest led a landmark
17-organization agreement uniting Dutch
and Kentucky governments, universities,
and private companies, with all
committing to building America’s AgTech
capital from within Appalachia. Among
the signatories is Berea College, which is
based in Berea, KY.
“AppHarvest is such a forward-looking
business organization, and we think

it surely belongs in one of the most
forward-looking towns in Kentucky,” said
Berea College President Lyle Roelofs.
“We look forward to many learning
and participation opportunities for the
Berea College faculty and students who
are involved in our great programs in
agriculture, sustainability, business, and
computer science.”
In just over two years, AppHarvest
has attracted more than $150 million
in investment into Central Appalachia
and announced on September 29 a
definitive agreement for a business
combination with publicly-traded special
purpose acquisition company Novus
Capital Corporation (Nasdaq: NOVS).
The combination, which is expected to
close late in the fourth quarter of 2020
or early in the first quarter of 2021, will
provide $475 million of gross proceeds
to the company, including $375 million
fully committed common stock PIPE at
$10.00 per share anchored by existing
and new investors – including Fidelity
Management & Research Company,
LLC, Inclusive Capital, and Novus
Capital Corporation. Upon closing of the
transaction, the combined company will
be named AppHarvest and is expected to
remain listed on Nasdaq under the ticker
symbol APPH.
AppHarvest’s investors include
Revolution’s Rise of the Rest Seed Fund,
Inclusive Capital Partners, Equilibrium,
Narya Capital, Lupa Systems, Breyer
Capital, and Endeavor Catalyst.
Endeavor selected AppHarvest Founder
& CEO Jonathan Webb as an Endeavor
Entrepreneur in 2019.
Board members include food
icon Martha Stewart, Narya Capital
Co-Founder and Partner JD Vance,
Impossible Foods Chief Financial Officer
David Lee, and impact investor Jeff
Ubben.
About AppHarvest
AppHarvest is an applied technology
company building some of the world’s

largest indoor farms in Appalachia.
The Company combines conventional
agricultural techniques with cutting-edge
technology and is addressing key issues
including improving access for all to
nutritious food, farming more sustainably,
building a home-grown food supply, and
increasing investment in Appalachia. The
Company’s 60-acre Morehead, KY facility
is among the largest indoor farms in the
U.S. For more information, visit https://
www.appharvest.com/.
Forward-Looking Statements
Certain statements included in this
press release that are not historical facts
are forward-looking statements for
purposes of the safe harbor provisions
under the United States Private Securities
Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Forwardlooking statements generally are
accompanied by words such as “believe,”
“may,” “will,” “estimate,” “continue,”
“anticipate,” “intend,” “expect,” “should,”
“would,” “plan,” “predict,” “potential,”
“seem,” “seek,” “future,” “outlook,”
and similar expressions that predict
or indicate future events or trends or
that are not statements of historical
matters. All statements, other than
statements of present or historical fact
included in this press release, regarding
Novus Capital’s proposed acquisition
of AppHarvest, Novus Capital’s ability
to consummate the transaction, the
benefits of the transaction and the
combined company’s future financial
performance, as well as the combined
company’s growth plans and strategy,
future operations, estimated financial
position, estimated revenues and losses,
projected costs, prospects, plans and
objectives of management are forwardlooking statements. These statements
are based on various assumptions,
whether or not identified in this press
release, and on the current expectations
of AppHarvest’s management and are
not predictions of actual performance.
see EXPANDS, page 30
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These forward-looking statements are
provided for illustrative purposes only
and are not intended to serve as, and
must not be relied on as, a guarantee, an
assurance, a prediction, or a definitive
statement of fact or probability. Actual
events and circumstances are difficult or
impossible to predict and will differ from
assumptions. Many actual events and
circumstances are beyond the control
of AppHarvest. These forward-looking
statements are subject to a number of
risks and uncertainties, including those
discussed in Novus Capital’s registration
statement on Form S-4, filed with the SEC
on October 9, 2020 (the “Registration
Statement”), under the heading “Risk
Factors,” and other documents Novus
Capital has filed, or will file, with the
SEC. If any of these risks materialize or
our assumptions prove incorrect, actual
results could differ materially from the
results implied by these forward-looking
statements. In addition, forward-

looking statements reflect AppHarvest’s
expectations, plans, or forecasts of future
events and views as of the date of this
press release. AppHarvest anticipates
that subsequent events and developments
will cause its assessments to change.
However, while AppHarvest may elect to
update these forward-looking statements
at some point in the future, AppHarvest
specifically disclaims any obligation to
do so. These forward-looking statements
should not be relied upon as representing
AppHarvest’s assessments of any date
subsequent to the date of this press
release. Accordingly, undue reliance
should not be placed upon the forwardlooking statements.
Important Information for Investors and
Stockholders
In connection with the proposed
transaction, Novus Capital has filed the
Registration Statement with the SEC,
which includes a preliminary proxy
statement to be distributed to holders
of Novus Capital’s common stock
in connection with Novus Capital’s
solicitation of proxies for the vote by

WWW.KY-NEWS.COM
Novus Capital’s stockholders with respect
to the proposed transaction and other
matters as described in the Registration
Statement, as well as the prospectus
relating to the offer of securities to be
issued to AppHarvest’s stockholders in
connection with the proposed transaction.
After the Registration Statement has
been declared effective, Novus Capital
will mail a definitive proxy statement,
when available, to its stockholders.
Investors and security holders and
other interested parties are urged to
read the proxy statement/prospectus,
any amendments thereto and any other
documents filed with the SEC carefully
and in their entirety when they become
available because they will contain
important information about Novus
Capital, AppHarvest and the proposed
transaction. Investors and security holders
may obtain free copies of the preliminary
proxy statement/prospectus and definitive
proxy statement/prospectus (when
available) and other documents filed with
the SEC by Novus Capital through the
website maintained by the SEC at http://
www.sec.gov, or by directing a request

to: Novus Capital Corporation, 8556
Oakmont Lane, Indianapolis, IN 46260.
The information contained on, or that
may be accessed through, the websites
referenced in this press release is not
incorporated by reference into, and is not
a part of, this press release.
Participants in the Solicitation
Novus Capital and its directors and
officers may be deemed participants
in the solicitation of proxies of Novus
Capital’s shareholders in connection
with the proposed business combination.
Security holders may obtain more
detailed information regarding the names,
affiliations and interests of certain of
Novus Capital’s executive officers and
directors in the solicitation by reading the
Registration Statement and other relevant
materials filed with the SEC in connection
with the business combination when they
become available. Information concerning
the interests of Novus Capital’s
participants in the solicitation, which may,
in some cases, be different than those of
their stockholders generally, is set forth in
the Registration Statement.

The new era in
REFLUX treatment

No more pain. No more pills. No scar.
With our four container sizes, we make
projects easier, more efficient and productive.

Call us at (270) 988-3298 and ask for Roxanne to
learn more and schedule an appointment
As seen on Family Health Experts
William E. Barnes, MD, FACS
Tri-Rivers Healthcare, PLLC
141 Hospital Dr. Salem, KY 42078
www.tririvershc.com

October 2020 - Paducah Business Journal - 31

WWW.KY-NEWS.COM

Jennifer Bridge receives national extension award

By: Katie Pratt

Lexington, Ky., - An agent with the
University of Kentucky Cooperative
Extension Service recently received
national recognition for her visionary
leadership and innovative programs.
Jennifer Bridge, Meade County family
and consumer sciences extension
agent, was the recipient of the National
Distinguished Service Award from
Epilson Sigma Phi, an organization
dedicated to extension professionals.
“Throughout her extension career,
Jennifer has created thoughtful and
impactful programs to better her
community,” said Jennifer Hunter,
UK assistant director of family and
consumer sciences. “She is a great
example of the quality of extension
agents that we have in Kentucky.”
For more than 31 years, Bridge
has served individuals and families
in Meade County. She has worked
to help develop the leadership and
communications skills of the county’s
Extension Homemakers. Under her
guidance, the group has taken on
community-wide leadership roles
and completed numerous community
service projects. One project led the
Extension Homemakers to lobby the
local government for a permanent
recycling center for the county. Today,

the center processes 8,000 tons of
materials each year and has expanded
to include seven satellite sites. The
group continues to advocate for the
project by speaking to nearly 3,000
school-aged children each year about
the importance of recycling and
sustainable living.
Fort Knox located in the county,
Bridge has worked extensively
with military families, especially in
the areas of family economics and
strengthening family relationships.
After getting numerous food
and nutrition-related questions,
Bridge created a series called Edible
Education. This popular local
program focuses on ways to use the
latest cooking technology to prepare
healthy meals along with basic food
preparation skills.

Throughout her career she has
always interwined family and
consumer sciences education
with community and economic
development, as she believes healthy
families and thriving communites
go together. Her work with local
community leaders to develop walking
trails that encourage physical activity
and promote downtown development
has strengthened Meade County.
Bridge has been actively involved

with the Kentucky ESP chapter since
she was asked to join 25 years ago and
has served as its chapter president.
She conceptualized and received
competitive funding for the ESP Leads
Program, which is designed to develop
leadership skills among Kentucky
extension personnel and strengthen
ESP and the entire extension system.
In addition to Leads, Bridge serves as a
mentor to her colleagues.
The ESP Leads Program was
designed to recognize exceptional
extension professionals who are
desirous of obtaining additional
professional development
opportunities,” said Ken Jones,
director of program and staff
development for UK Cooperative
Extension. “Jennifer was at the table
from the very beginning to share her
perspective on the needs of our system
and to craft the goals of this initiative.
As a result of her dedication, this
program is sure to have an impact in
preparing Kentucky’s next generation
of extension leaders.”
Bridge has received numerous
awards, written numerous
publications, presented at national
conferences and developed statewide
curriculum.
She received a bachelor’s degree
from Morehead State University

and a master’s degree from Western
Kentucky University.

Jennifer Bridge, Meade County family
and consumer sciences extension agent,
received one of the highest national
honors Epsilon Sigma Phi awards.
Photo by Matt Barton, UK agricultural
communications
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