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Honoring our nation’s bravest for
their service and sacrifice.

Say THANK YOU for serving our country!
By Greg LeNeave
Publisher, KPI Newspaper Group

I want to encourage everyone to do something easy.
Say you’re talking to someone, and while you’re
speaking with them, you find out they’ve served in the
military. Tell them “THANK YOU for SERVING OUR
COUNTRY.”
Additionally, when you see a person in a military
uniform, go out of your way and take a few minutes of
your time and tell them “THANK YOU for SERVING
OUR COUNTRY.”
It’s easy to do.
Several years ago during Thanksgiving, my son,
Bobby LeNeave, (who was a Petty Officer 3rd Class,
U.S. Navy at the time), came home for his holiday
break.
Since our family wouldn’t have another chance to
do Christmas with him before his leave was up, we all
got together for an early Christmas party. My wife,
Teresa, wanted everyone to say what they were thankful for after we’d opened our presents.
Bobby really put it all in perspective when he said,
“I’m proud of our country.” After traveling around

the world, he said, “There is no place else like the
United States of America."
Coming from a military man, you have to really be
proud of how good we have it here in America.
Many are well aware of the fact, that our country
just got finished with an election. What’s amazing is
the fact we have the right to worship as we choose, the
right to free speech and many more privileges; far too
numerous to mention, far more than any other country in the world.
So take time and acknowledge those who put their
life on the line for you and this country. Many have
gone before and have served our great nation. They
deserve our praise and gratitude.

Veterans
Day
Wednesday,
November 11
Lest we
never forget
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Veterans Have Special Needs
We Can Help
After their service has ended, many veterans
find they have a mental health concern like
depression, anxiety or post traumatic stress
disorder.
We Can Help with specialized services
designed for specifically for veterans.
And, during this difficult time,
you don’t even have to leave your home.
We offer appointments with clinicians
via phone or video conference.
Of course, you can also visit in person at our
downtown Paducah location, our Lakes Center in Murray
or the William F. Fuller Memorial Center in Mayfield.
Visit our website at 4rbh.org or call us today
at 270.442.7121 for more information
or to set up a consultation.

270.442.7121
866.442.7121
Crisis 800.592.3980
www.4rbh.org

SENIOR SCENE / TOURISM

November 2020  3

4  November 2020

SENIOR SCENE / TOURISM

How to show appreciation for military personnel
Military personnel are unsung
heroes whose sacrifices for their
country make it possible for
hundreds of millions of people to
enjoy freedoms that many people
across the globe do not have. In
recognition of those sacrifices,
many people want to show their
appreciation to both active and
retired servicemen and women.
Fortunately, there are many ways to
do just that.
• Pitch in at home. According to
the United States Department of
Defense, the United States military
currently deploys active duty
personnel in nearly 150 countries.
Many of those troops are separated
from their families for months at a
time, and that separation can make
things difficult for their loved ones
back home. If a neighbor’s spouse
is deployed overseas, offer to help
around the house. Whether it’s
mowing their lawn, dropping their

kids off at school or inviting the
whole family over for dinner one
night each week, such gestures can
go a long way toward easing the
burden faced by spouses of deployed
military personnel.
• Send gifts to active personnel.
Servicemen and women on active
duty do not enjoy many of the
luxuries that tend to be taken for
granted back home. But men and
women who want to show their
appreciation can send care packages
to active personnel serving overseas.
An organization such as Operation
Gratitude (operationgratitude.
com), which to date has sent nearly
1.3 million care packages to active
personnel, sends care packages filled
with snacks, entertainment, personal
hygiene products and handmade
items. This provides active personnel
a taste of home while also letting
them know their extraordinary

efforts are appreciated and not
forgotten.
• Volunteer at a veterans hospital.
Unfortunately, many servicemen
and women return home from their
deployments with injuries or health
conditions that require long-term
care. By volunteering at veteran
hospitals, men and women can help
veterans overcome their injuries and
provide much-needed help to staff
at hospitals that could use a helping
hand. Visit volunteer.va.gov for more
information.
• Make a financial donation.
For those who want to support
servicemen and women but don’t
have much free time to do so,
financial donations can go a long
way toward improving the quality
of life of active and retired military
personnel. Many programs work
with veterans to improve their
quality of life, and such organizations
rely heavily on financial donations

to make their missions a reality.
The Wounded Warrior Project
(woundedwarriorproject.org),
for example, works to honor
and empower servicemen and
women who incurred physical
or mental injuries or illnesses
on or after September 11, 2001.
The organization relies on the
generosity of individuals who want
to help wounded military personnel
overcome their injuries and
illnesses. Based on audited financial
statements of the 2014 fiscal ending
on September 30, 2014, 80.6 percent of
total expenditures went to services
and programs catering to wounded
military personnel and their
families, assuring prospective donors
that their donations will go toward
helping those in need.
There are many ways that
civilians can express their gratitude
to active and retired military
personnel.

We Salute Our VeteranS
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FACILITY

continued from 12
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served our country.
“We hope to be a facility that
picks up where the VA falls short.
In our area, that is a facility to
house and help veterans get back
on their feet. We are not a shelter,
but a facility that will assist veterans
in getting the help they need, and
the training they need to get out
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®
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Eighty-Sixt, band that will be performing at the fundraiser in Huntingburg.
6230 Highway 89 Palmersville,
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VETERANS DAY
November 11, 2020

FOR VETERANS,

November
11, 2020
WOUNDED
WARRIORS &

ACTIVE MILITARY
CALL FOR DETAILS:
270-472-0662
OR TOLLFREE:
866-247-2025
FCTA would like to thank
ALL VETERANS for their
service TO OUR COUNTRY!
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On Victory in Europe
This column was never completed. A handwritten draft of it was
found in Pyle’s pocket, April 18, 1945, the day he was killed by a
Japanese machine-gunner on the island of Ie Shima.
By Ernie Pyle
And so it is over. The catastrophe on one side of the world
has run its course. The day that it had so long seemed would
never come has come at last. I suppose our emotions here in
the Pacific are the same as they were among Allies all over
the world. First a shouting of the good news with such joyous
surprise that you would think the shouter himself had brought
it about.
And then an unspoken sense of gigantic relief-and then a hope
that the collapse in Europe would hasten the end in the Pacific.
It has been seven months since I heard my last shot in the
European War. Now I am as far away from it as it is possible to
get on this globe.
This is written on a little ship lying off the coast of the Island
of Okinawa, just south of Japan, on the other side of the world
from Ardennes.
But my heart is still in Europe, and that’s why I am writing
this column.
It is to the boys who were my friends for so long. My one
regret of the war is that I was not with them when it ended.
For the companionship of two and a half years of death
and misery is a spouse that tolerates no divorce. Such
companionship finally becomes a part of one’s soul, and it
cannot be obliterated.
True, I am with American boys in the other war not yet ended,
but I am old-fashioned and my sentiment runs to old things.
To me the European War is old, and the Pacific War is new.
Last summer I wrote that I hoped the end of the war could be
a gigantic relief, but not an elation. In the joyousness of high
spirits it is so easy for us to forget the dead. Those who are gone
would not wish themselves to be a millstone of gloom around
our necks.
But there are so many of the living who have had burned
into their brains forever the unnatural sight of cold dead men
scattered over the hillsides and in the ditches along the high
rows of hedge throughout the world.
Dead men by mass production-in one country after anothermonth after month and year after year. Dead men in winter and

dead men in summer.
Dead men in such familiar promiscuity that they become
monotonous.
Dead men in such monstrous infinity that you come almost to
hate them.
Those are the things that you at home need not even try to
understand. To you at home they are columns of figures, or he is
a near one who went way and just didn’t come back. You didn’t
see him lying so grotesque and pasty beside the gravel road in
France.
We saw him, saw him by the multiple thousands. That’s the
difference.
We hope above all things that Japan won’t make the same
stubborn mistake that Germany did. You must credit Germany
for her courage in adversity, but you can doubt her good
common sense in fighting blindly on long after there was any
doubt whatever about the outcome.

Permission to re-publish Ernie Pyle’s column was given by the Scripps Howard Foundation and distributed by the
Ernie Pyle World War II Museum in Dana, Indiana.
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Column 2442-August 28, 1944
PARIS--(by wireless delayed)--I had
thought that for me there could never
again be any elation in war. But I had
reckoned without remembering that I
might be a part of this richly historic
day.
We are in Paris--on the first day--one
of the great days of all time. This is
being written, as other correspondents
are writing their pieces, under an
emotional tension, a pent-up semidelirium.
Our approach to Paris was hectic.
We had waited for three days in a
nearby town while hourly our reports
on what was going on in Paris changed
and contradicted themselves. Of
a morning it would look as though
we were about to break through the
German ring around Paris and come
to the aid of the brave French Forces
of the Interior who were holding parts
of the city. By afternoon it would
seem the enemy had reinforced until
another Stalingrad was developing.
We could not bear to think of the
destruction of Paris, and yet at times it
seemed desperately inevitable.

That was the situation this
morning when we left Rambouillet and
decided to feel our way timidly toward
the very outskirts of Paris. And then,
when we were within about eight
miles, rumors began to circulate that
the French Second Armored Division
was in the city. We argued for half an
hour at a crossroads with a French
captain who was holding us up, and
finally he freed us and waved us on.
For 15 minutes we drove through
a flat gardenlike country under a
magnificent bright sun and amidst
greenery, with distant banks of smoke
pillering the horizon ahead and to
our left. And then we came gradually
into the suburbs, and soon into Paris
itself and a pandemonium of surely
the greatest mass joy that has ever
happened.
*		*		*
The streets were lined as by Fourth
of July parade crowds at home, only
this crowd was almost hysterical. The
streets of Paris are very wide, and they

There’s no way to thank our veterans for everything
they sacrifice for our freedom, but on Veterans Day,
we have to try. So thank you to all our service men
and women, both past and present!

were packed on each side. The women
were all brightly dressed in white
or red blouses and colorful peasant
skirts, with flowers in their hair and
big flashy earrings. Everybody was
throwing flowers, and even serpentine.
As our jeep eased through the
crowds, thousands of people crowded
up, leaving only a narrow corridor,
and frantic men, women and children
grabbed us and kissed us and shook
our hands and beat on our shoulders
and slapped our backs and shouted
their joy as we passed
I was in a jeep with Henry Gorrell of
the United Press, Capt. Carl Pergler of
Washington D.C., and Corp. Alexander
Belon, of Amherst, Mass. We all got
kissed until we were literally red in
face, and I must say we enjoyed it.
Once when the jeep was simply
swamped in human traffic and had
to stop, we were swarmed over
and hugged and kissed and torn
at. Everybody, even beautiful girls,
insisted on kissing you on both cheeks.
Somehow I got started kissing babies
that were held up by their parents,

and for a while it looked like a babykissing politician going down the
street. The fact that I hadn’t shaved
for days, and was gray-bearded as well
as baldheaded, made no difference.
Once when we came to a stop some
Frenchman told us there were still
snipers shooting, so we put our steel
helmets back on.
The people certainly looked well fed
and well dressed. The streets were
lined with green trees and modern
buildings. All the stores were closed
in holiday. Bicycles were so thick I
have an idea there have been plenty
accidents today, with tanks and jeeps
overrunning the populace.
We entered Paris via Rue Aristide,
Briand and Rue d’’Orleans. We were
slightly apprehensive, but decided
it was all right to keep going as long
as there were crowds. But finally we
were stymied by the people in the
streets, and then above the din we herd
some not-too-distant explosions--the
see COLUMN page eight

May God always bless America in all ways and
may God protect our warriors, “We will not waver,
we will not tire, we will not falter, and we will not fail.
Peace and freedom will prevail.”
~ George W. Bush, 2001

C & W Lumber
Toll Free: 866-291-8798
270/376-5565
1185 Hwy. 58W • Wingo
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PROUD TO HONOR
OUR COUNTRY’S VETERANS

Fristoe's Food Mart & Restaurant
41 State Route 408 E. H Hickory, KY
(270) 856-3163

Store Hours: 5:00 A.M. – 8:00 P.M.
Restaurant Hours: 6:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. Daily & 6:00 A.M. – 8:00 A.M. on Fridays
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from page seven

Germans trying to destroy bridges
across the Seine. And then the rattling
of machine guns up the street, and that
old battlefield whine of high-velocity
shells just overhead. Some of the
veterans ducked, but the Parisians just
laughed and continue to carry on.
There came running over to our
jeep a tall, thin, happy woman in a
light brown dress, who spoke perfect
American.
She was Mrs. Helen Cardon, who
lived in Paris for 21 years and has not
been home to America since 1935. Her
husband is an officer in French Army
headquarters and home now after two
and a half years as a German prisoner.
He was with her, in civilian clothes.
Mrs. Cardon has a sister, Mrs.
George Swikart, of 201 W. 72nd St.,
New York, and I can say here to her
relatives in America that she is well
and happy. Incidentally, her two
children, Edgar and Peter, are the only
two American children, she says, who
have been in Paris throughout the
entire war.

*		*		*
We entered Paris from due south and
the Germans were still battling in the
heart of the city along the Seine when
we arrived, but they were doomed.
There was a full French armored
division in the city, plus American
troops entering constantly.
The farthest we got in our first hour
in Paris was near the Senate building,
where some Germans were holed up
and firing desperately. So we took a
hotel room nearby and decided to write
while the others fought. By the time
you read this I’m sure Paris will once
again be free for Frenchmen, and I’ll be
out all over town getting my bald head
kissed. Of all the days of national joy
I’ve ever witnessed this is the biggest.
Permission to re-publish Ernie
Pyle’s column was given by the Scripps
Howard Foundation and distributed by
the Ernie Pyle World War II Museum in
Dana, Indiana.
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The Death of Capt. Waskow
By Ernie Pyle
AT THE FRONT LINES IN ITALY,
Jan 10 (1944) (by Wireless) – In this
war I have known a lot of officers
who were loved and respected by
the soldiers under them. But never
have I crossed the trail of any
man as beloved as Capt. Henry T.
Waskow of Belton, Tex.
Capt. Waskow was a company
commander in the 36th Division.
He had been in this company since
long before he left the States. He
was very young, only is his middle
twenties, but he carried in him a
sincerity and gentleness that made
people want to be guided by him.
“After my own father, he comes
next,” a sergeant told me.
“He always looked after us,” a
solder said. “He’d go to bat for us
every time.”
*		*		*
I was at the foot of the mule
trail the night they brought Capt.
Waskow down. The moon was
nearly full and you could see far up
the trail, and even part way across
the valley. Soldiers made shadows
as they walked.
Dead men had been coming
down the mountain all evening,
lashed onto the backs of mules.
They came belly down across the
wooden backsaddle, their heads
hanging down on the left side of the
mule, their stiffened legs sticking
awkwardly from the other side,
bobbing up and down as the mule
walked.
The Italian mule skinners were
afraid to walk beside dead men,
so Americans had to lead the
mules down that night. Even the
Americans were reluctant to unlash
and lift off the bodies, when they got
to the bottom, so an officer had to do
it himself and ask others to help.
The first one came early in the
morning. They slid him down from
the mule, and stood him on his feet

for a moment. In the half light he
might have been merely a sick man
standing there leaning on the other.
Then they laid him on the ground
in the shadow of the stone wall
alongside the road.
I don’t know who that first one
was. You feel small in the presence
of dead men, and you don’t ask silly
questions ….
We left him there beside the
road, that first one, and we all went
back into the cowshed and sat on
watercans or lay on the straw,
waiting for the next batch of mules.
Somebody said the dead soldier
had been dead for four days, and
then nobody said anything more
about him. We talked for an hour
or more; the dead man lay all alone,
outside in the shadow of the wall.
Then a soldier came into the
cowshed and said there were some
more bodies outside. We went out
into the road. Four mules stood
there in the moonlight in the road
where the trail came down off the
mountain. The soldiers who led
them stood there waiting.
“This one is Capt. Waskow,” one
of them said quickly.
Two men unlashed his body from
the mule and lifted it off and laid it
in the shadow beside the stone wall.
Other men took the other bodies off.
Finally, there were five lying end to
end in a long row. You don’t cover
up dead men in combat zones. They
just lie there in the shadows until
somebody else comes after them.
The uncertain mules moved off
to their olive groves. The men in
the road seemed reluctant to leave.
They stood around, and gradually
I could sense them moving, one by
one, close to Capt. Waskow’s body.
Not so much to look, I think, as to
say something in finality to him
and to themselves. I stood close by
and I could hear.
One soldier came and looked
down, and he said out loud:
“God damn it!”
see DEATH page ten

Goodwin Funeral Home
& Crematory, Inc.
138 Main Street H Cadiz, KY
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John Mark Vinson, Vice President
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New York star Aaron
Judge has undergone an
MRI and further tests as
the team tries to determine the cause of his ailing right shoulder. Manager Aaron Boone feels
the slugging right fielder
could be ready for the
start of the season if he’s
able to play in games
over the final 10 days or
so at spring training.
Gleyber Torres hit a
three-run homer and
Gerrit Cole pitched 22/3
scoreless innings for the
Yankees, allowing two
hits with two strikeouts.
Matthew Boyd made
his second start for De-

Philadelphia, yielding
two runs — on Jansen’s
homer — in two innings.
Logan Forsythe hit his
second home run.

Orioles 12,
Marlins 6

Trey Mancini and Anthony Santander each
had two hits for Baltimore.
Ace Sandy Alcantara
struggled for a second
straight start, surrendering five runs on five
hits and four walks and
retiring just five batters.

Brewers 4, Cubs 3
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Paducah, KY 42001
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ROUDLY SERVING THE WESTERN KY AREA - FREE ESTIMATES
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Our office will be
closed in observance
of Veterans Day
Wednesday,
November 11, 2020

from page nine

Another one came, and he said,
“God damn it to hell anyway!” He
looked down for a few last moments
and then turned and left.
Another man came. I think it
was an officer. It was hard to tell
officers from men in the dim light,
for everybody was grimy and dirty.
The man looked down into the
dead captain’s face and then spoke
directly to him, as tho he were
alive:
“I’m sorry, old man.”
Then a solder came and stood
beside the officer and bent over, and
he too spoke to his dead captain,
not in a whisper but awfully tender,
and he said:
“I sure am sorry, sir.”
Then the first man squatted down,
and he reached down and took the
Captain’s hand, and he sat there
for a full five minutes holding the
dead hand in his own and looking

1101 Broadway
Paducah, KY 42001
Proudly Serving the
Western Kentucky Area
LLC.
FREE
ESTIMATES!
PROUDLY SERVING THE
WESTERN
KY AREA - FREE ESTIMATES VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

Licensed
& Insured
Locally Owned And Operated
by Paul & Melinda
Harper
Locally Owned & Operated
by
Paul, Melinda & Audrey Harper www.resistantroofing.com
Pitching for the first

DEATH

intently into the dead face. And he
never uttered a sound all the time
he sat there.
Finally he put the hand down. He
reached up and gently straightened
the points of the Captain’s
shirt collar, and then he sort of
rearranged the tattered edges of
his uniform around the wound, and
then he got up and walked away
down the road in the moonlight, all
alone.
The rest of us went back into
the cowshed, leaving the dead
men lying in a line, end to end, in
the shadow of the low stone wall.
We lay down on the straw in the
cowshed, and pretty soon we were
all asleep.
Permission to re-publish Ernie
Pyle’s column was given by the
Scripps Howard Foundation and
distributed by the Ernie Pyle World
War II Museum in Dana, Indiana.

SENIOR SCENE / TOURISM

November 2020  11

at meal time when very few, if
anyone, would be there. Perhaps
she was coming at noon to avoid
the sneers and whispers of the
12  other
November
2020were so quick
women who
to judge her. She had not lived a
life one would be proud of.
Five husbands, in any genera

-

says, “For the lips of an immor
al woman drip honey, and her
mouth is smoother than oil; but
in the end she is bitter as worm
wood” (which is poison).
That’s the kind of culture she
had to face daily. She was the
“immoral woman”. She knew

-

And that is where Jesus finds
her.
To her, He is a “Jew” which
was not good news and when
she saw Him sitting on the well
something in her stomach prob
ably began to sink. “Oh, no” she
must have thought. Because

-

indeed the Christ, the Savior of
the world” (John 4:42).
He will do the same for any
of us. Just one intimate moment
SCENE / TOURISM
with Jesus has the SENIOR
power to turn
around a man, a woman, a child
or even a nation.

ToReady
all who
served...
to makehave
the switch...?

Thank you for
to lower loan rates...
your
to higherservice.
savings rates…
to lower fees...

We will
never
forget
your
sacrifices.
Bank Where

You’re in Charge

800-795-2555 signetfcu.com

I’m having trouble wrapping
my mind around this reality, but
Janice Foster is with the Lord.
Don’t get me wrong: my heart is
thrilled by the thought of Janice
meeting Jesus face-to-face; it’s just
that I can’t imagine not reading
another of her prayer updates, or
seeing her smiling face in one of
the hallways here at First Baptist
Paducah.
Since I will be on the mission
field on the other side of the globe
Saturday, and unable to preach
Janice’s funeral sermon, I wanted
to devote my blog space today to
honoring this amazing lady and
devoted servant of Christ. As I
write, I am both brokenhearted and
overjoyed at the same time. I was
not ready to say goodbye. It was
way, way too soon for me. Perhaps
you know exactly how I feel.
A strong and godly woman is not
created by a formula or by a pre
scription, but by a mighty working
ice. Janice reminded me of Debo
rah, the godly judge of Israel (see
Judges 4 and 5). Both women were
strategic leaders with stellar judg
ment. Deborah not only prophesied
God’s Word, and performed the
functions of her office according
to God’s Word, but she even sang
God’s Word. The Bible seems to
be making a point: Deborah was a
conduit of God’s blessing, wherev
er and however she served because
Deborah belonged to God.
Quite beautifully similarly, Jan
ice belonged to God. Every member
of her family knew it. Her fellow
teachers, and her former students,
knew it. Our entire community
knew it. For Janice, her commit
ment to the gospel was her life. She
was who she was, and who she was
was in Christ.
Much like Deborah, Janice was

Kentucky Farm
Bureau Insurance,
Carlisle County

regal, valiant, and wise. Have you
ever seen anyone face such serious
health challenges with as much
courageous optimism? Have you
ever known anyone more capable
of convincing you that the glass
was half-full, instead of half-emp
ty? Have you ever been more
routinely blessed by the enduring
Agency Manager
friendship of anyone more faithful
than Janice?
And here’s another amazing ob
servation about our one-of-a-kind
Janice: if you wanted a truthful an
swer to your question, Janice was
your go-to comrade. There would
be no spin or fanfare, but you
would get the truth. I don’t have
to tell you that truth is a priceless
commodity these days, and I can’t
begin to verbalize to you how much
I’m going to miss that breath of
fresh air.
Not only that, but Janice ex
pressed the truth in love. She
was as bighearted as she was
brave-hearted. I will never forget
Janice and Lynn waiting and
praying with me while Eileen un
derwent a major surgery. Whether
she was arranging flowers with
artistry, serving a lonely neighbor
in need, or orchestrating a largescale event with excellence, Janice
loved people. In that sense, Janice
not only resembled Deborah, but
she resembled Christ (John 1:14).
Whether Janice was on or off the
tennis court, the beauty and grace
of her uncommon life preached a
single message: LOVE-ALL.
Janice is now with Jesus. And,
like our Savior, Janice is alive and
well. We will see her again soon.
For the treasured gift to us that
was our dear sister, Janice Hous
man Foster, we give God thanks
and praise. Into Your trustworthy
hands, O Lord, we commit her
spirit.

Larry Reddick,

105 Elm St. Hwy 51
Bardwell, KY
(270) 628-5449

Pastor Charles
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Tim Langford .....................Circuit Judge
Keith Myers ......................District Judge
Todd Cooper ................ Judge Executive
Charissa Harris ....................Circuit Clerk
Susan Sullivan ....................................PVA
Katie Mercer ...................... County Clerk
Ronnie Giles ...................................Sheriff
Vicki Hayden ................ County Attorney
Mike Stacy..... Commonwealth Attorney
Donnie Hall...................................... Jailer
Bob Morrow............................... Coroner

MAGISTRATES

Jody Brown | Steve Cooper
Stonnie Dennis | Dee Hazlewood
John Summers

Thank You
Veterans!
Residential
Commercial
Irrigation | Wall Repair
Pump Sales & Service
270-653-6708

• KY Certified

We owe a lasting debt of gratitude to our Veterans,
We humbly say THANK YOU!
Dr. Jorge Cardenas MD, BOARD CERTIFIED/OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

2311 KENTUCKY AVE. | PADUCAH, KY | 270-443-8425

14  November 2020

Walker & Associates, PLLC
60 LAKEVIEW DRIVE, PADUCAH, KY
270-554-9190
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A Solider, A Man
A gun on his shoulder, a pack on his back,
A far cry fro his cap pistol and choo-choo train track.
Marching and fighting a long way from home,
A young soldier now, afraid and alone.
He remembers the days when he was a small boy,
Christmas was a time for Santa and joy.
Jumping from bed so early Christmas Day,
To see his new toys and to laugh and to play,
He remembers the many years that Santa came,
But he knows now that things can’t be the same.
For that small laughing boy has grown into a man,
And for his country he’s doing all the he can.
This soldier is thinking of his own pain and sorrow,
And he can see no hope for a brighter tomorrow.
The people on earth are so full of lust and greed,
That they don’t care to look and see a fellow man’s
need,
He can’t understand why he’s over there,
Fighting a war - if the people don’t care.
Why couldn’t he be at home safe in bed,
With a big soft pillow under his head,
Or out with the gang just goofing around,
Instead of in Nam on a bloody battleground.
But then he realizes that he’s really a man,
And for his country he must do all that he can.
All his life he has known freedom and love,
Granted American by our Great God above.
What kind of future would Americans know,
If communistic threats were allowed and let go.
This soldier wants his children to share,
In a new generation of people who care.
Of people who know the wrong from the right,
And are willing for others to stand up and fight.
He wants his son to know Christmas and joy,
And have pleasant memories of his life as a boy,
But when his small laughing boy grows into a man,
He wants him for his country to do all that he can.
By Vickie S. Gross
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2020 Veterans Day Free Meals, Discounts, Sales and Deals
By MilitaryBenefits
7-Eleven
Get a free coffee or Big Gulp
on Memorial Day, July 4th,
and Veterans Day. Download
the 7-Eleven app and sign in or
register.
Applebee’s
Veterans and Active Duty
Military can select a free meal
from a limited menu on Veteran’s
Day. Provide proof of service
required.
Bob Evans
Bob Evans Restaurants are
offering free select menu items to
Veterans and Active Duty Military
on Veterans Day, Wednesday.,
Nov. 11.
Buffalo Wild Wings Free
Wings
All day long on Wednesday,
November 11, veterans and active
duty military who dine-in at their
local B-Dubs can receive a free
one order of boneless wings and a
side of fries. At participating U.S.
locations only.
Cattlemens Steakhouse
Cattlemens Steakhouse offers
current and former military
members a complimentary 8 oz.
Sirloin Steak dinner on Veterans
Day, November 11.
Chili’s Grill & Bar
All veterans and active duty
military personnel can choose a
complimentary meal from a select
menu on Veterans Day 2020.
Country Cookin
All active, reserve, retired, and
honorably discharged members of
the U.S. military are invited to dine
on Veteran’s Day, November 11th
and receive a free salad bar or $5
off any entree.

Country Kitchen Restaurants
Free country scramble for active
& retired military on Nov. 11 at
participating locations.
Cracker Barrel Old Country
Store
During Military Family
Appreciation Month Cracker
Barrel will offer in-store specials
on Veterans Day for military
veterans and promotions
throughout November to support
military families in partnership
with Operation Homefront. On
11/11, veterans can receive a free
slice of Double Fudge Coca-Cola
Cake with their meal.
Golden Corral
On Wednesday, November 11th,
2020 from 5 PM to 9 PM, Golden
Corral offers a free sit-in “thank
you” dinner for Military veterans,
retirees, and active duty members.
Gold Star Chili
Enjoy a free 3-way and drink on
Veterans Day. For all who served.
IHOP
All active duty and Veterans are
invited to come in and enjoy Free
Red, White, & Blue Pancakes on
Monday, November 11, from 7 am
to 7 pm.
Little Caesars Pizza
On Wednesday, November 11,
from 11am to 2pm, veterans and
active military members can
receive a free Lunch Combo,
which features four slices of Little
Caesars popular Detroit-style
DEEP!DEEP!™ Dish pizza, paired
with a 20-ounce Pepsi product.
Logan’s Roadhouse
On Nov. 11, all active duty and
retired U.S. military personnel are
invited to enjoy a free meal from
the American Roadhouse menu in
honor of Veterans Day. This offer
is available from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at
all Logan’s Roadhouse restaurants
nationwide.

O’Charley’s
All active and retired military
service members are invited to
enjoy a free meal from O’Charley’s.
Veterans can choose from
O’Charley’s “Veterans Thank You
Menu” all day on November 11
simply by showing their military
IDs. Restaurant participation
may vary by location. O’Charley’s
also offers military discount of 10
percent off all year long.
Petro Stopping Centers
All active duty military, veterans
and reservists with proof of service
can enjoy a complimentary meal
from a select menu that includes a
beverage on Wed., Nov. 11, 2020, at
any participating Country Pride or
Iron Skillet restaurant nationwide.
Pilot Flying J/U.S. Pilot
All active-duty and retired
military veterans get a free
breakfast including a coffee,
Monday through Sunday, Nov. 9-15.
The offer is available via the app.
Quaker Steak & Lube
All military veteran, active duty
and reservist service members
receive free or discounted meals
(up to $15) plus a free non-alcoholic
beverage at participating locations
on 11/11/20.
Red Lobster
On Wednesday, November
11th to thank Veterans, active
duty military and reservists, Red
Lobster will offer a free appetizer
or dessert from their select
Veterans Day menu. To receive
offer, show a valid military ID.
Red Robin
All Veterans and Active Duty
Military get a free dine-in Red’s
Tavern Double Burger and
Bottomless Steak Fries in honor of
Veterans Day. For 2020, to reduce
crowding, this offer is available
Nov. 12 – Nov. 30.

Shoney’s
Shoney’s says ‘Thank You’ to
America’s heroes by offering a
free All You Care To Eat breakfast,
to all Veterans and Active Duty
Military members on 11.11.20 from
open – 11 am.
Starbucks
On Veterans Day, active duty
service members, reservists,
veterans and military spouses are
invited to enjoy a free Tall Brewed
Coffee.
TA Stopping Centers
All active duty military, veterans
and reservists with proof of service
can enjoy a complimentary meal
from a select menu that includes a
beverage on Wed., Nov. 11, 2020, at
any participating Country Pride or
Iron Skillet restaurant nationwide.
Texas Roadhouse
is handing out vouchers for a free
meal to all Veterans and Active
Duty military from 11 am to 2 pm
on Veterans Day. Vouchers will be
distributed in the parking lots at
Texas Roadhouse locations.
Read more: https://
militarybenefits.info/veteransday-discounts-sales-deals-freemeals/#ixzz6cneWtd7s
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How Veterans Day and Memorial Day differ from each other
Memorial Day and Veterans
Day each honor the military,
though the two holidays are not
the same. Memorial Day, which
is celebrated annually on the
last Monday in May, honors
the brave men and women who
lost their lives while serving in
the American military. Many
communities host memorial
ceremonies honoring their
fallen soldiers on Memorial
Day, ensuring such soldiers’
bravery and sacrifices are
never forgotten. While many
people now view Memorial
Day weekend as the unofficial
start of summer, the weekend
should not be celebrated
without also pausing to reflect
on and recognize the military
personnel who lost their lives
in defense of freedom and the
American way of life.

Veterans Day is celebrated
annually on November 11 and
recognizes all men and women
who have served in the military.
Veterans Day coincides
with Remembrance Day,
which is a celebrated by the
Commonwealth of Nations, an
association of 53 member states
with connections to the British
Empire. Though Veterans Day
and Remembrance Day are each
celebrated on November 11, the
latter recognizes armed forces
members who died in the line
of duty, making it more similar
to Memorial Day than Veterans
Day. It’s not uncommon for
people to recognize fallen
soldiers on Veterans Day, but
many use the holiday to express
their appreciation to existing
veterans.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

Bin Vs. Silo Terminology
270-247-1400

Why drive far when
“We gather to remember, to honor those who’ve
Thank you to all
we
have
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died, and thank God for the veterans who still
stand at our side.” -Greta Zwaan
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Honoring All Our Military
ARMY

Otis Clifton
Throgmorton
U.S. Army

ARMY

Robert E. Throgmorton
U.S. Army

ARMY

ARMY

Michael Bryant
U.S. Army

NAVY

Michelle Bryant
U.S. Army

Sam Pennebaker
U.S. Navy

NAVY

Marshall Pennebaker
U.S. Navy

Veterans are a symbol of what makes oour nation great, and we must never forget all they
have done to ensure our freedom.
- Rodney Frelinghuysen

HONOR OUR VETERANS
WE’RE THANKFUL FOR YOU

Honoring our nation’s bravest for their service and sacrifice.

LA OASIS

3601 Lone Oak Rd | Paducah, KY
LoneOakFBC.org | 270.554.1441

298 E. Kentucky Dr. • La Center, KY
(270) 665-8411 • (270) 665-8111
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Thank You Veterans for your Service!
ARMY

Robert W. Seaton
U.S. Army

ARMY

Robert L. Smith
U.S. Army

ARMY

Thomas Reesse “T.R.”
Nickell
U.S. Army

ARMY

Thomas L. Stewart
U.S. Army

ARMY

Vernie Skinner
Vietnam Veteran
U.S. Army

army

Waymon Morphew
U.S. Army

We are the home of the free because of the brave.
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ABSOLUTE
REAL ESTATE AUCTION
THURSDAY,
OCTOBER
SATURDAY,
AUGUST
21ST,10TH
2010AT
AT4:00
10:00P.M.
A.M.
LOCATION: 4902 US 51N, Arlington, KY. Watch for Signs!!!
Selling ABSOLUTE The Calvary Baptist Church and 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Brick Home.
NO BUYER’S PREMIUM!

REAL EhSoThAaT
veE
to those w
eir

THE 2 DAY

s
d th live
e
k
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r
ly
s
u
s.
courageo
r freedom
u
o
r
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g
FALL fiLOUISVILLE
AUCTION
ghtin
TRACT 1 - Brick House & Lot. 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath, Living Room/Dining Room
Combination, Kitchen, Office, Utility Room, 2 Car Carport, Central Heat & Air, Natural
Gas.
TRACT 2 - Calvary Baptist Church & Lot. 2 Bath, 2 Front Rooms, 5 Back Rooms,
Fellowship Hall, 3 Heat & Air Units, Natural Gas.

TUES. & WED., DECEMBER 8th &AL9th,
2020, 9:00 A.M. EST
SO SELLING

TERMS: 20% down day of sale with balance due within 30 business days or upon
Delivery of deed! NO BUYER’S PREMIUM!!! For showing call Lisa Wilson (270)705-4881 or
(270) 376-2922.

LOCATION: KY Expo Center,
978 Phillips Ln., Louisville, KY

10’x16’ Portable Building; (2) American Audio APX-Power Pro - Active 2 Way Loud
Speaker System on Adjustable Tripod Stands; (2) Peavey Hand Microphones; V-Tech
VT1080 Hand Microphone; Karaoke Model PGL-1211 Dual Channel Wireless Receiver;
Freeway Audio-Technica 200 Series; SHS Audio PM8300 Powered Mixer; (2) Wireless
Microphones; VocoStar VSCTV-3513 Compact Disc Player, Dual Cassette, AM/FM;
Acrosonic by Baldwin Piano; Grinnell Bros, Detroit, Piano; Conn Minuet Organ Model
461; Library Table; Antique Piano Stool w/Claw & Ball Feet; Office Desk & Chair;
60 Padded Folding Chairs; 11 Children’s Chairs; 2 Benches; (4) 6’ Folding Tables;
(2) 5’ Folding Tables; Card Table; 7’ Step Ladder; Shark Navigator Swivel Steering
Plus Vacuum; Church Pews

EACH PIECE POSITIVELY SELLS TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER!

THE 2Cranes,
DAY FALL
LOUISVILLE
AUCTION
Selling
Construction
Equipment,
Trucks,
TUES & WED.
DEC.
8TH & 9TH
AT 9:00 EST
Trailers,
Attachments
& More!!!
KY EXPOSITION
CENTERCOMING
- LOUISVILLE,
KY
MORE INFORMATION
SOON!

Quality short term in and
outpatient rehab with physical,
occupational and speech therapy
252 W. 5th St. • LaCenter, KY
270.665.5681
LifeCareCenterofLaCenter.com

Selling Cranes, Construction Equipment, Trucks, Trailers, Attachments & More!!!
To consign
your
equipment
748-8080 or
To consign
your
equipmentcontact
contactSteven
StevenBunch
Bunch (270)
(270) 748-8080
Terms
on
Personal
Property:
Full
settlement
day
of
sale.
NO
CREDIT
OR
DEBIT
CARDS.
NO
BUYER’S
PREMIUM!
or Joe
Bunch
(270)
356-0360ororemail
emaillori@bunchbrothers.com!!
lori@bunchbrothers.com!!
Joe
Bunch
(270)
356-0360
All announcements made day of sale take precedence over any previous advertisements.

B
B

Office: (270) 376-2922
Cell: (270) 748-8080

STEVEN J. BUNCH, Auctioneer

ALSO
SELLING
P. O. Box 175
BUNCH
BROTHERS
6138 ST. RT 339W
AUCTIONEERS, & REALTY

Wingo, KY 42088

TN LIC. # 2094
JOE BUNCH, Auctioneer, LISA WILSON, RE Broker
Website: bunchbrothersauctioneers.com
Email: LDBunch@aol.com
Fax: (270) 376-2997
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MARINES

air force

Ray Hart
U.S. Marine Corps

Richard Gidcumb
U.S. Air Force

Rodney Knight

Donnie R. Chandler
Served in VIetnam War
1970-71
Donnie R. Chandler

With Repect
Honor
and Gratitude

“You are the only one who
can limit your GREATNESS”

RON’S SEPTIC TANK & DRAIN CLEANING
(270) 554-3711
(270) 556-4275

www.ronsseptic.com • 4350 Trice Rd. • Lone Oak
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MARINES

marines

Robert Lord
U.S. Marine Corps
1965-1969

Steven Dowdy
U.S. Marine Corps

army

Tommy Throgmorton
U.S. Army

Stoy M. Gates

NAVY

William “Junior” Morton
Stevens, Jr.
U.S. Navy

William Howle

NAVY

Randy Jeff
Vietnam

Richard Pigg
U.S. Navy

Roy Duncan
WWI (age 99)
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ARMY NG

Wayne Carroll
Machinist Mate
First Class

Honor & Thank
ALL VETERANS!

William “Art” Brunston
Army National Guard
E-6 SSG

Carlisle Sheriff
Will Gilbert
Veteran of OIF 3
(Operation Iraqi Freedom)

army


SUPREME COURT
JUDGE

SHEA
NICKELL

Sgt. Joshua
B. Medlin

Sgt. Joshua B. Medlin

In observance of Veteran’s Day, all Gibson Electric locations will be closed.

Wednesday, November 11, 2020

Home of
the Free
because of
the Brave

We will be closed in observance of Veteran’s Day

Wednesday, November 11, 2020

MEMBER SERVICE CENTERS LOCATED IN:
Hickman, KY H Medina, TN H Troy, TN
Tiptonville, TN H Alamo, TN H Trenton, TN

731.855.4660

www.gibsonemc.com
Gibson EMC is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.

www.Farmers247.com • 1-855-430-BANK
203 N. Main St. • Marion, KY

270-965-3106

216 W. Main St. • Salem, KY

270-988-9000
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Saluting Our Veterans!
MARINES

Corporal Kayo Mullen
U.S. Marines

ARMY

Lewis Martin
WWI 1918-1919

AIR FORCE

Marget Hall
United States Air Force

ARMY

Robert Soto, Jr.
U.S. Army

ARMY

Ned Ackley
U.S. Army

Morris Jackson
Korean War 1950-1953

Today… and every day… we are grateful for our military service
personnel, past and present, and the families who support them.
A life well lived
is worth remembering.
Mention this ad and receive a 5% discount
off your monument purchase.

Custom Designs

We can design your monument in our new
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Remembering World War II
Can the U.S. Maintain its Neutrality?
With the memory of the first World War still fresh in many
American’s minds, there was understandably a reluctance on the
part of Americans to get involved in another war in Europe, or
anywhere else, for that matter. Woodrow Wilson persuaded
Americans to support the first World War at least in part by
advocating that they were “making the world safe for democracy.”
But many Americans were convinced that bankers and weapons
manufacturers were the ones who benefitted most from America’s
involvement in war. Congress passed three separate neutrality acts
during the 1930s, the first being the Neutrality Act of 1935, which
prohibited selling arms to foreign nations at war. A second and a
third Neutrality Act were passed in 1937 and 1939, both of which
prohibited the direct sale of arms to “belligerent” nations, but which
allowed the sale of other goods, as long as it was done on a “cash-andcarry” basis, meaning they had to pay cash up front. These neutrality
acts allowed the U.S. to have an official position of neutrality while
still doing business with its allies who might be involved in conflicts.
And America was indeed doing business with the Allies, that is,
selling them weapons and raw materials. Franklin D. Roosevelt
had advocated publicly for the U.S. to become the “great arsenal of
democracy” in a radio address to the American people on December

The Tide Turns in the Pacific
During 1941 and early 1942, Japan had a string of victories in the
Pacific, starting with their attack on Pearl Harbor and Wake Island
in December of 1941. Simultaneous with these attacks, the Japanese
attacked the Philippines. The Philippines had been a U.S. colony until
1936, when it became a U.S. Commonwealth, much like Puerto Rico
is today, and so there were U.S. troops stationed there, who fought
alongside Filipino nationals against the Japanese. The battle of the
Philippines lasted until May of 1942, and is generally considered one of
America’s worst defeats, with an estimated 23,000 U.S. soldiers killed or
captured, and an estimated 100,000 Filipinos killed or captured.
Despite Japan’s initial victory in the Philippines, the Japanese were
continuously harassed by Filipino guerillas for the next few years,
allowing the Japanese to control only a small portion of the Philippines.
The Japanese were finally driven out of the Philippines in 1944 when
General MacArthur returned, though some Japanese troops continued
to occupy and fight in parts of the Philippines until the end of the war.
(In fact, the last of the “Japanese holdouts” was a soldier named Hiroo
Onoda, who hid in the jungles of the Philippines until 1974!)
In April of 1942 things started to turn for the Allies. The Doolittle Raid
on April 18, 1942 was an air raid on Tokyo and Honshu province, and
served several purposes. It served as retaliation for Pearl Harbor, it
showed that the Japanese mainland was vulnerable to U.S. attacks,
and it was a boost to morale for the Allies. Following up on this were
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29, 1940. This was part of what impelled Japan to attack Pearl Harbor
almost a year later.
Despite America’s claim of neutrality, it was clearly on the side of
the Allies, as it was selling them arms and raw materials, and refused
to sell them to Japan and the other Axis powers. After the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor it was impossible for America to maintain
even a semblance of neutrality. And thus, on December 7, 1941 the
United States declared war on Japan.

The Allies Ramp Up the War
By the time America entered the war, Europe, Asia and North Africa
were reeling from devastating conflicts. Germany had already taken
over Czechoslovakia and Poland and was advancing towards the
Soviet capital, Moscow. Japan had taken over large areas of China
and areas of southeast Asia, including Burma and many islands in the
South Pacific. Italy, meanwhile, was busy in North and East Africa,
where they had colonies in Somalia, Libya and Ethiopia. Italy had
designs on the Mediterranean, or what they called Mare Nostrum
(Our Sea). Great Britain and the U.S.S.R. were hoping that the United
States would immediately join them in their efforts to fight the Nazis
in Europe, but the Americans wanted first to challenge Japan in the
Pacific, especially after having been attacked at Pearl Harbor.
two strategic victories for the Allies: the Battle of the Coral Sea (May
4-8, 1942) and the Battle of Midway (June 4-7, 1942). Japan lost four
aircraft carriers in the Battle of Midway, and after this battle, the loss
of both materiel and manpower was too great for Japan to keep up with
replacement needs, whereas the industrial power of the United States
could readily do so.
While there were many other battles in the Pacific theater, the tide
had definitively turned by 1943, despite there being two more years
of fighting in various parts of the Pacific. One of the more disturbing
facts about the war in the Pacific is that the Japanese code of honor
considered defeat to be a terrible humiliation, and they would rather
die than surrender or be captured. This led to Japan using Kamikazes
towards the end of the war, that is, pilots who would fly their planes
(loaded with explosives and fuel) into aircraft carriers. Another
unfortunate consequence of the Japanese code of honor were Japanese
soldiers, so-called “Japanese holdouts,” who hid in caves or deep in the
jungles of islands in the Pacific. Many of these were found during the
1940s, -50s and -60s, and the last of these Japanese holdouts were not
found until the 1970s, almost 30 years after the end of the war. One of the
last was Shoichi Yokoi, who was found on Guam on January 24, 1972 by
local fishermen, who he attacked, thinking that his life was in danger.
Upon his return to Japan, he is quoted as saying “It is with much
embarrassment that I return.” Despite having known since 1952 that
the war was over, he explained his reasons for staying hidden by saying
“We Japanese soldiers were told to prefer death to the disgrace of
getting captured alive.”
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Remembering World War II
Freud, Einstein and the War
Sigmund Freud, the Viennese physician-psychiatrist and founder of
psychoanalysis, is often seen as the psychologist of the Second World War.
That is, he lived through the war and had a front row seat, as it were, to what
the Nazis were doing in Europe. As a Jew, he was forced to leave Vienna in
1938 and emigrate to England (although friends had been urging him to leave
Austria as early as 1933). But it wasn’t just that Freud saw the horrors of World
War II unfolding before his own eyes. Freud was always acutely aware of the
destructive impulses in the human heart. After all, he had lived through the
First World War as well, and his division of the human psyche into the Id, the
Ego, and the Superego was a powerful device for explaining what was going on
in the heart and mind of man, both individually and collectively.
The Id, the source of our instinctual drives, is, according to Freud composed
of two opposing forces, the Libido or life-instincts, and the Thanatos, or death
instincts. These unruly forces are kept in
check by the Ego (our conscious decision-making faculty) and the Superego
(essentially our conscience or moral faculty), but in times of war, we sometimes
see the destructive forces of the Id unleashed in great upheavals of looting,
raping and pillaging. And even where these “war crimes” are absent, war itself
is essentially destructive. Freud wrestled with this issue in a short treatise
published just a few months after the onset of the first World War, titled
“Reflections on War and Death,” and also engaged in correspondence with
Einstein before the second World War, which was edited and published under
the title “Why War?”

For your bravery,
hard work, and
dedication to
our country,
we thank you

In April of 1931, Einstein wrote the following in a letter to Freud: “I greatly
admire your passion to ascertain the truth — a passion that has come to
dominate all else in your thinking. You have shown with irresistible lucidity
how inseparably the aggressive
and destructive instincts are bound up in the human psyche with
those of love and the lust for life. At the same time, your convincing arguments
make manifest your deep devotion to the great goal of the internal and external
liberation of man from the evils of war.” Einstein goes on in this letter to
lament that great leaders of man in the realm of philosophy and religion, from
Jesus to Goethe and Kant, have all been relatively ineffective in influencing
the affairs of humankind. Political leaders like Mussolini and Hitler have
ironically and sadly been more effective at motivating large masses of men to
take up arms and slaughter their fellow human beings than have religious and
intellectual leaders at convincing them to do the opposite.
This is a problem that we have with us today: Why are people so
easily motivated to fear and hate their fellow human beings? World War II
drove home a salient fact about the human race: we are social beings, herd
animals, if you will, and governments can all too easily convince us to turn
against those who are perceived as “other” than us, whether those others are
political others, or just different enough in appearance or lifestyle so that we
can see them as alien and dangerous. It is also worth noting that in the 20th and
21st centuries, the most prolific killer has been organized governments against
their own people. Hitler killed six million of his own people; Stalin probably
killed twice that many in his purges; and the Khmer Rouge killed somewhere
between 20-25% of the Cambodian people during their reign from 1975-1979.
These were all intentional killings. If we count the unintentional deaths caused
by misguided attempts at social engineering (such as the famines experienced
in the Soviet Union and China), these numbers are even higher. What is wrong
with us?
Perhaps the situation is not really so horrible. The Harvard psychologist Steven
Pinker has argued that if we take a broader look at history, we see that we are
living in far less violent times
and that things are much better than the foregoing paragraph might suggest.
In his book “The Better Angels of Our Nature,” Pinker outlines six major
historical declines of violence, including the pacification process, the civilizing
process and the humanitarian revolution. We are currently living in what he
calls “the long peace” (the now 75-year period after the two great world wars)
and also in what he calls “the new peace” (the decline in organized conflicts
since the end of the cold war). And finally, there has been a rights revolution,
which has extended rights to formerly vulnerable populations, such as ethnic
minorities, women, children, gay and transgender people, and animals. All of
this is perhaps reason for optimism. But we do well to remember that history
moves in waves, and like a pendulum, it swings back. The arc of history may
bend toward justice, but it doesn’t move in a straight line.
Amidst the long peace we have the genocide in Syria. And on our southern
border we have people lined up fleeing murderous or ineffectual regimes in
Central and South America. History can repeat itself, but it probably won’t look
exactly like it did in 1939.
— Christopher Simon
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Remembering World War II
The End of Fascist Italy
Italy was the first of the Axis powers to be defeated and forced to
surrender, although it should be noted that Italy’s involvement in
the war was limited mostly to North Africa and some limited
involvement in the south of France. Italy occupied part of southern
France and Corsica from November of 1942 until September of 1943, at
which time it surrendered. In July 1943 British and American troops
landed in Sicily and rapidly gained the upper hand. On July 19, 1943
Allied forces bombed Rome, and popular support for the war among
Italians rapidly diminished. On September 3, 1943 British troops
crossed over from Sicily to the “toe” of Italy’s boot. Allied forces
landed at Salerno and Taranto on September 9, unopposed by Italian
troops, since an armistice had been signed the day before.
At this point Mussolini was removed from power and there was
something of a scramble for Italian territory between the Germans,
who took most of northern Italy, and the Allies, who held onto Sicily
and southern Italy. Italy was at this point essentially involved in a
civil war, and Mussolini, who was initially imprisoned (some would
say put in protective custody) by the Germans for switching sides, fell
into the hands of Italian partisans, who executed him by firing squad
on April 28, 1945. Mussolini was executed along with his mistress,
Claretta Petacci, and then their corpses were taken to Milan where
they were displayed in a public square and subjected to various forms
of abuse prior to being hung upside down from a metal girder.

The End of Nazi Germany
By the end of 1944, the tide had turned in Europe. The war in Europe
ended when Allied troops invaded Germany in February and March
of 1945, culminating in the Soviet army taking Berlin. Hitler’s death
came two days after Mussolini’s, by suicide on April 30, 1945. He
committed suicide by shooting himself in the head, while his wife of
one day, Eva Braun, committed suicide by taking cyanide. Hitler was
apparently concerned that what happened to Mussolini’s body might
also happen to him, and thus he gave orders that his body be burned
following his death.

The Liberation of the Concentration Camps
One of the more horrific discoveries at the end of World War II
came when Allied forces liberated the German concentration camps.
The first of these to be liberated was Majdanek near Lublin, Poland
in July of 1944. As the Soviets advanced from the east, the Nazis
retreated, trying to dismantle the camps and hide evidence of what
was being done, but at Majdanek, the gas chambers were still there.
The Nazis also tried to move the concentration camp prisoners to
other camps, often marching them long distances in frigid conditions,
without adequate food, clothing, or in many cases, shoes. Many
of them died along the way, or were shot if they could not keep up
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with the pace of these death marches. In January of 1945 Auschwitz
was liberated by the Russian army, but not before nearly 60,000
prisoners were forced on a death march. When the Russians arrived
at Auschwitz, they found some 7000 starving prisoners there, 600
corpses, as well as 370,000 men’s suits, 837,000 articles of women’s
clothing, and over 7 tons of human hair. Auschwitz was the largest
of Germany’s concentration camps, with over a million people being
murdered there. As the front moved west, the Nazis continued to move
prisoners to other camps, such as Bergen-Belsen, Ravensbruck and
Buchenwald. The overcrowded camps led to outbreaks of diseases
such as typhus, the mortality rate of which was over 60 percent. When
the British liberated Bergen-Belsen on April 15, 1945 they discovered
literally thousands of corpses strewn around the prison, and over
60,000 starving prisoners, many of whom did not survive. The horrific
conditions of the camps, and the scale of the horror is hard to imagine,
and even more so when one realizes that there was a government
behind this, a government which planned and carried out this
holocaust with bureaucratic efficiency on a modern industrial scale.

The End of Imperial Japan
By August of 1945, victory was virtually a certainty for the
Allies. Japan had been routed in virtually every battle in the Pacific
and its navy and air force were destroyed. U.S. forces had captured
the Japanese island of Okinawa and were planning an invasion of the
main Japanese islands. General McArthur was planning an invasion
for November of 1945, which promised to be devastating for both
Japan and the Allies. The dilemma for Allied forces was the “never
surrender” attitude that Japan was demonstrating even as the end
approached. Experts advised President Truman that this battle was
likely to have more casualties than D-Day.
Meanwhile, scientists were perfecting and testing the atom bomb, and
believed it was ready. Truman had a momentous decision to make:
invade Japan with a conventional war strategy and risk hundreds
of thousands of lives, or use the atom bomb and try to stop the war
immediately. Truman decided to use the bomb. On August 6, 1945 a
B-29 bomber named “Enola Gay” dropped a single atom bomb over the
industrial city of Hiroshima, killing an estimated 80,000 people and
fatally wounding thousands more. Japan, however, did not surrender
after the attack on Hiroshima, with a majority of their Supreme
War Council voting against unconditional surrender, and so on
August 9th a second atom bomb was dropped on the city of Nagasaki.
Meanwhile, the Russians had invaded Manchuria and thus, on
August 12, 1945 Emperor Hirohito decided that peace was preferable
to destruction, and accepted the conditions of surrender, which
included the provision that “the authority of the emperor and the
Japanese government to rule the state shall be subject to the Supreme
Commander of the Allied Powers.” And thus ended the deadliest
conflict humanity has ever faced.
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Saluting the veterans.
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AIR FORCE AIR FORCE

Benny E. Steele

Bradley R. Ransom
U.S. Air Force

Bobby E. Morris
U.S. Air Force

army

PFC Clayton Kelley
U.S. Army

ARMY


Honoring
Our
Brady Jett
Veterans!

Charles Boulton

Collie Sullivan

4080 Apperson Rd. • Kevil • 270-462-2714
License # HMO2859

3855 HWY 51 N. • Fulton, KY

270-472-5557

Collie Sullivan
U.S. Army

AIR FORCE

Candi Mitchell
U.S. Air Force

Claude Martin
WWI -- 1918-1919

ARMY
David Dowdy
U.S. Army



David Dowdy

36  November 2020

ARMY

Darrell W. Guess
Vietnam Veteran
U.S. Army
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air force

David W. Hall
U.S. Air Force
Retiree

ARMY

David Lindsey
U.S. Army

air force

David Mullen
U.S. Air Force

ARMY

ARMY

Donald Hensley
U.S. Army

Cpl. Eddie Mullen
U.S. Army

The willingness of America’s veterans
to sacrifice for our country has earned
them our lasting gratitude.
- Jeff Miller

Thank you to
ALL Veterans!

Back the Blue
LaCenter, KY

270-665-5192

Thomas G. Shemwell
D.V.M

Libby Maddux
D.V.M

LARGE & SMALL ANIMAL MEDICINE & SURGERY

LAZER & CHIROPRACTIC THERAPY

McADOO COLLISION CENTER
79 Youngblood Dr. H Mayfield, KY
270-247-4956

November 2020  37

SENIOR SCENE / TOURISM

ARMY

Donald H. Streetman
3 Purple Heart Recipient 1965-1969

ARMY

Edmon (Jack) Walton
U.S. Army

ARMY

Earl Wallace Hargrove

Franklin E. Allen
U.S. Army

Fred Jackson
WWI 1918-1919
Died in Service

ARMY

Fred Bass
WWI

Harold“Punchy”Garrison
SP4 82nd Airborne

Jackie L. Beasley
U.S. Army

Thank you Veterans! We shall never forget!
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Veterans Day
facts and figures
Veterans Day, once known
as Armistice Day, was first
celebrated on November 11, 1919,
the anniversary of the end of World
War I. In 1928, the United States
Congress passed a resolution for
Armistice Day to be an annual
observation, and by 1938, the day
became a national holiday.
Differing from Memorial Day
in May, Armistice Day, which
would be renamed Veterans Day
in 1954 under President Dwight
Eisenhower, pays tribute to
veterans who survived various
wars. Memorial Day commemorates
those veterans who lost their lives.
Americans celebrate Veterans
Day, while residents of Great
Britain, Canada and Australia
celebrate Remembrance Day. Those
who want to learn more about
Veterans Day can consider the
following facts.
• According to the American
Community Survey, there were 19.3
million military veterans in the
United States in 2014. Of those, 1.6
million were female.
• California, Texas and Florida
comprise the states with the largest
number of veterans, equalling one
million or more.
• Veterans consist of people
who served in the military. This
includes the Army, Navy, Marine
Corps, Air Force, and Coast Guard.
Veterans serve in times of war and
peace.
• The word “veteran” comes
from the Old English language and
means “old, experienced soldier.”
The first use of the word was
documented in 1789.

• Although many veterans
are working, and the average
annual income of male veterans
is $37,000, some veterans continue
to be unemployed. According
to data from the U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics, the overall
unemployment rate for veterans
rose to 7.6 percent in January 2013.
The unemployment rate of post-9/11
veterans or those who participated
in the Gulf War reached 6.2 percent.
• Upon retiring or being
discharged, veterans may need
help acclimating to life outside
the military. The Department of
Veterans Affairs says about 30
percent of Vietnam War veterans
have been diagnosed with posttraumatic stress disorder, or
PTSD.
• Between 1971 and 1977, Veterans
Day was celebrated on the fourth
Monday in October. It was changed
back to its original date, November
11, in 1975 when President Gerald
Ford signed bill S.331 into law. The
change went into effect beginning
in 1978.
• An American soldier was
buried at the national cemetery in
Arlington on November 11, 1921.
His identity was unknown, and the
gravesite is known as the “Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier.” A guard
from the Society of the Honor
Guard stands watch over the grave
each year on Veterans Day, and the
president or another high-ranking
member of the government places a
wreath on the grave.
Veterans Day occurs each year
on November 11, marking the
end of World War I. The day has
evolved into a celebration and
remembrance of the heroism of
America’s brave soldiers.
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