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Union City, Tenn.— 
Discovery Park of America 
has announced new partners 
and more details for 
“AgriCulture: Innovating for 
Our Survival,” a permanent 
exhibit dedicated to telling 
the story of innovation in 
agriculture. The exhibit 
will open Dec. 5, 2020 in the 
Simmons Bank Ag Center. 
The total amount of funds 
raised for this exhibit so far is 
$935,000.

New organizations working 
with Discovery Park on 
the exhibit include Agrela 
Ecosystems, Babylon Micro-
Farms, Bayer Fund, Blue 
Steel Tool, Inc., Donald 
Danforth Plant Science 
Center, EarthSense, 
GroGuru, SwineTech, 
Syngenta, Tennessee Pork 
Producers, Tennessee Valley 
Authority and the USDA 
Rural Development U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.

More than 50 individuals 
have also signed up as a 
“Champion of Agriculture” 
which allows them to include 
their name or that of a friend 
or loved one on the donor wall 
of the exhibit. Champions of 
Agriculture will also receive 
two tickets to the VIP opening 

of the exhibit. The deadline 
to be included is Sept 30, 2020, 
and contributions may be 
made online.

The exhibit will help 
visitors of all ages gain an 
understanding of how food 
and fiber get from the farm 
to the family and the role 

technological, scientific 
and genetic innovation in 
agriculture plays in society 
and culture around the world.

“This exhibit is also 
going to be fun,” said Scott 
Williams, president and CEO 
of Discovery Park. “I am 
excited we are able to include 

some video and equipment 
from eighth-generation 
watermelon farmer and 
professional NASCAR driver 
Ross Chastain, the busiest 
driver in NASCAR, who 
uses much of his time in the 
spotlight to educate the public 
about the important role of 
agriculture today.” 

Nicknamed the “Melon 
Man,” Chastain is known 
for smashing a watermelon 
to the ground in the Victory 
Lane when he celebrates race 
wins. He drives for Kaulig 
Racing in the No. 10 Nutrien 
Ag Solutions Chevrolet 
Camaro in the Xfinity Series. 
He’s featured in the Nutrien 
Ag Solutions- and NASCAR-
produced docuseries “Two-
Track Mind,” which follows 
Chastain as he races around 
the country and visits farms 
along the way, educating a 

New partners move Discovery Park of  America closer to one 
million dollar goal for new exhibit on Innovation in Agriculture

see PARK page 4

NASHVILLE, TN – Today, 
Gaylord Opryland Resort 
is pleased to announce that 
tickets are on sale now for 
its 37th annual A Country 
Christmas program, opening 
November 13, 2020 and 
running through January 
3, 2021. With guests and 
locals now able to pre-
purchase individual tickets 
in anticipation of the holiday 
season, Gaylord Opryland is 
excited to unveil its full lineup 
of Christmas programming 
which will be featured 
alongside its new, previously-
announced marquee pop-up 
experience, “I Love Christmas 
Movies.”

For more than three 
decades, Gaylord Opryland 
has become legendary for 
providing magical holiday 
events and activities for 
winter visitors to experience, 
and this year will be no 
different. Whether staying at 
the resort or visiting for the 
day, Gaylord Opryland’s A 
Country Christmas promises 
an abundance of exciting, 
interactive and immersive 
experiences and activities 
suitable for all ages.

Signature resort experiences
Anchoring the A Country 

Christmas fun is I Love 
Christmas Movies, an 
exclusive multi-sensory 
pop-up exhibition in 
collaboration with Warner 
Bros. Consumer Products 
allowing guests to experience 
beloved holiday movies, 

including THE POLAR 
EXPRESS™, A CHRISTMAS 
STORY™, ELF™, NATIONAL 
LAMPOON’S CHRISTMAS 
VACATION™, and THE 
YEAR WITHOUT A SANTA 
CLAUS™, in a completely 
new way. All designed with 
social distancing measures at 
the forefront, as guests young 
and young at heart navigate 
the multi-sensory exhibits, 
they will enjoy over 13 fully 
immersive scenes complete 
with replicas of film props, 
audio clips and more, making 
participants feel as if they 
have stepped into part of the 
actual story.

GRAMMY® Award-winning 
and Country Music Hall of 
Fame members, The Oak 
Ridge Boys, will celebrate the 
holiday season at home this 
year with a 29 day residency 
at Gaylord Opryland from 
November 20 – December 25, 
2020. The Oaks Ridge Boys 
“Christmas in Tennessee” 
Dinner Show will feature 
a delicious holiday meal 
prepared by the resort’s 
culinary team followed by 

the Oaks and their band 
performing Christmas 
classics, new favorites and 
many of the timeless hits that 
shaped their legendary career.

So. Much. Christmas.
With acres of airy indoor 

atriums decorated with 
millions of twinkling holiday 
lights, towering Christmas 
trees and thousands of 
shimmering ornaments, 
coupled with abundant 
outdoor fun, visitors can look 
forward to a myriad of festive 
experiences this year at the 
expansive Nashville resort. 

Indoors, guests may pose 
at an array of Christmassy 
selfie spots, write Letters to 
Santa, watch your favorite 
holiday movie at the Opryland 
Theater, take self-guided 
garden tours, interact with 
favorite characters from the 
Peanuts gang at Breakfast 
with Charlie Brown & 
Friends, and search high and 
low to help Snoopy deck his 
house out for a Dog House 
Decorating competition in a 
fun Merry Snoopy Christmas 
Scavenger Hunt. Returning 

this year are fan favorites 
such as Photos with Santa by 
DEI, Gingerbread Decorating 
Corner, Build-A-Bear 
Workshop®, the synchronized 
Delta Fountain shows, Delta 
Riverboat rides, and sing 
alongs with Dickens carolers.

New this year, Luminaries 
of Love will be available 
to support Monroe Carell 
Jr. Children’s Hospital 
at Vanderbilt, the local 
Children’s Miracle Network 
Hospital®.  Choose a special 
dedication on your luminary 
for display along the Delta 
River or take home your 
Luminary of Love to enjoy 
throughout the season.

More holiday fun can be 
enjoyed outdoors via private 
horse-drawn carriage rides, 
a nightly tree lighting and 
caroling on the Magnolia 
lawn, and a nativity display 
featuring special lighting 
effects and an audio rendition 
of the beloved biblical story.

At Pinetop, an outdoor 
Appalachian-esque village, 
enjoy live performances, 
tubing, ice skating and 

lessons, ice bumper cars, 
Reindeer Encounters, festive 
beverages plus an all-new, 
live Rockin’ Christmas On 
Ice Skating Show featuring 
champion skaters, big jumps, 
fast spins and awe-inspiring 
throws and lifts.

And, no visit to Gaylord 
Opryland would be complete 
without experiencing 
SoundWaves, the resort’s 
upscale water attraction 
which unites extraordinary 
environments, exclusive 
amenities and relaxing water 
features with energetic rides, 
immersive music and an 
extraordinary oasis for people 
of all ages to enjoy. 

Tickets and Packages
Overnight packages 

and tickets for A Country 
Christmas events including I 
Love Christmas Movies can 
be purchased at ChristmasAt 
GaylordOpryland.com and 
ILoveChristmasMovies 
Experience.com. Advance 
online reservations are 
required for all ticketed 

Gaylord Opryland’s a Country Christmas
Tickets on Sale Now

see GAYLORD page 4
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Autumn is gardening 
season. That statement 
may not seem right 
to those who think 
of the spring as the 
peak time to care for 
lawns and gardens. 
However, autumn is an 
ideal time to get into 
the garden and ensure 
that flowers, trees and 
garden beds will over-
winter successfully.

A number of things 
make autumn a prime 
gardening season. 
The cooler days of 
fall enable gardeners 
to spend ample time 
outdoors without 
the threat of blazing 
heat. In addition, 
soil harbors a lot of 
residual warmth in 
autumn. Also, the 
colder temperatures 
haven’t yet arrived 
in autumn, nor have 
the leaves completely 
fallen, making fall a 
prime time to assess 
what’s already in 
the landscape, what 
needs pruning back 
and where to address 
planting for next year. 

Gardening 
enthusiasts can focus 
their attention on these 
areas this fall.

• Pamper perennials. 
As annuals and 
perennials start to fall 
back, mark the spots 
where perennials are 

located so they can be 
easily identified later 
on. This way, when 
planning spots for 
spring bulbs or other 
spring layouts for 
next year, perennials 
won’t be overlooked or 
covered over.

• Prune shrubs. Look 
at shrubs and trees 
and cut out dead or 

diseased wood.
• Clean up borders. 

Weed and tidy up 
borders and lawn 
edging.

• Install pavers or 
rock wall. Embrace the 
cooler temperatures 
to work on labor-
intensive projects, such 
as putting in a garden 
bed, retaining wall or 

walkway.
• Remove spent 

summer veggies. 
Take out vegetable 
garden plants that 
have already bloomed 
and borne fruit. Tidy 
up vegetable gardens 
and start to sow cooler 
weather plants, such as 
onions, garlic, beans, 
and sweet peas.

• Rake and compost. 
Rake the leaves and 
gather grass clippings 
to add to the compost 
pile.

• Plant spring bulbs. 
Get tulips and other 
spring bulbs ready 
for planting so they’ll 
burst with color next 
year.

• Dig up herbs. 

Relocate herbs like 
parsley or basil to 
indoor gardens. 
Otherwise, strip all 
leaves and freeze for 
storage during winter.

• Consider mums. 
Chrysanthemum plants 
are perennials. While 
they look beautiful 
in pots, if planted, 
maintained and 
winterized, they can 
bloom every fall.

• Fertilize the lawn. 
Fertilizing in autumn 
helps ensure grass 
will stay healthy 
throughout the winter.

• Add mulch and 
compost to the garden. 
Replenish spent 
soil with mulch and 
compost so garden beds 
will be revitalized for 
spring planting.

• Prune hedges. Tidy 
up hedges, as they 
won’t be growing much 
more this year.

• Clean and store 
equipment. Clean, 
sharpen and oil all 
equipment, storing 
lawn and garden tools 
properly so they are 
ready for spring and 
not lying out all winter.

Autumn may not 
seem like gardening 
season, but there are 
plenty of lawn and 
garden tasks to tend 
to during this time of 
year.

Mums are perennials. When properly planted and cared for, they can bloom every autumn.

Autumn is a prime time to tend lawns and gardens

Easy ways to clean up leaves
Autumn is marked 

by colorful foliage 
and plummeting 
temperatures. Once 
those leaves reach peak 
color, they fall from the 
branches and collect 
on lawns, necessitating 
cleanup projects. For 
homeowners with big 
yards, such a project 
can be tiring and time-
consuming. However, 
there are ways to make 
leaf cleanup easier.

One of the easiest 
ways to clean up leaves 
is to reach for a lawn 
mower rather than a 
rake. The mower will 
cut leaves down to 
smaller sizes, creating 
an effective mulch that 
can add nutrients back 
into the lawn. Davey, 
a lawn and landscape 
solutions service, says 
that mowed leaves also 

can be collected in a 
mower bag and added to 
garden beds or compost 
piles.

For those who prefer 
manual raking, select 
a rake with tines that 
will not skewer the 
leaves in the process. 
Big rakes also can make 
faster work of gathering 
leaves into piles. 

The home 
improvement resource 
The Family Handyman 
advocates for the use of 
a lawn sweeper. This 
is a manual device that 
has a rotating sweeping 
brush that gathers up 
lawn debris and leaves 
into an attached hopper 
bag. Like mowed leaves, 
the bag can be emptied 
into a compost pile 
or distributed where 
needed.

Raking leaves onto 

a large tarp is another 
option. Once it’s full, 
the tarp can be taken to 
the curb where many 
towns will collect the 
leaves seasonally. 
Otherwise, the tarp 
can be used as a funnel 
to put leaves into 
a gardening bag or 
another appropriate 
receptacle.

Leaf blowers remain a 
fast option for cleaning 
up yards, but they 
require electricity 
or gas and can be 
noisy. Still, they are a 
popular choice for large 
landscapes or when 
quick work needs to be 
made of leaf clean-up.

Leaves will fall in 
autumn, but luckily 
homeowners have 
various methods at 
their disposal to tame 
the mess.

Spring and summer 
may be the seasons 
most often associated 
with landscaping 
and lawn care, but 
tending to lawns 
and gardens is a 
year-round job. If 

lawn and garden 
responsibilities 
dip considerably in 
winter, then fall is 
the  last significant 
chance before 
the new year that 
homeowners will 

have to address the 
landscaping around 
their homes.

Fall lawn care 
differs from spring 
and summer lawn 
care, even if the 
warm temperatures 

of summer linger 
into autumn. 
Homeowners who 
want their lawns to 
thrive year-round can 
take advantage of the 
welcoming weather 
of fall to address any 

existing or potential 
issues.

• Keep mowing, 
but adjust how you 
mow. It’s important 
that homeowners 
continue to mow 
their lawns so long 

as grass is growing. 
But as fall transitions 
into winter, lower the 
blades so the grass 
is cut shorter while 
remaining 

Fall lawn care tips

see TIPS page 6
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broader audience about 
modern production 
agriculture.

Included in the 
exhibit will be the 
stories of individuals, 
like Dr. Nadia Shakoor, 
who are leaders in the 
field of agriculture 
innovation. As a senior 
research scientist at 
The Donald Danforth 
Plant Science Center 
in St. Louis, she 
recently received 
a grant from The 
National Institute for 
Food and Agriculture 
and the National 
Science Foundation 
to develop FieldDock, 
an integrated smart 
farm system. The 
technology Shakoor 
and her collaborators 
are developing will 
collect and analyze real 
time data from fields, 
allowing for effective 
tracking of crop 
performance. 

Also on display will 
be the story of Babylon 
Micro-Farms, who 
invented a vertical 
farming platform 
that uses AI, machine 
learning and camera 
vision, enabling 
anyone to grow fresh, 
nutritious produce 
on-site using patented 
technology combined 
with a mobile app that 
controls the operation of 
the farms. The company 
was co-founded in 
2017 by University 
of Virginia students 
Alexander Olesen and 
Graham Smith after an 
undergraduate student 
project to develop low-
cost micro-farms for 
refugee communities. 
Babylon is now 
installing vertical farms 
at schools, senior living 
communities, hotels 
and resorts. 

In addition to a closer 
look at how farmers 
provide food, fuel and 
fiber today, sections 
of the exhibit include 
“What Makes a Farm 
a Farm,” “Who is a 
Farmer Today” and 
“How Innovation 
Yesterday and Today 
Will Lead to Our 
Survival Tomorrow.” 
Guests who visit the 
exhibit when it opens 
on Dec. 5, 2020 will 
also experience stories 
about a diverse and 
inclusive group of 
individuals working 
in agriculture today 
along with visually 
engaging experiences 
that separate farming 
fact from fiction.

Major sponsors of this 
exhibit are Nutrien Ag 
Solutions and Simmons 
Bank.

Partners
H&R Agri-Power and 

Case IH; Tennessee 
Beef Promotion 
Board; Tennessee 
Corn Promotion 

Board; Tennessee 
Department of 
Agriculture; Tennessee 
Soybean Promotion 
Board; USDA Rural 
Development U.S. 
Department of 
Agriculture

Contributors
AgLaunch Initiative; 

Bayer Fund; The 
Dairy Alliance; Danny 
Larcom Heating 
& Air; Tennessee 
Farm Bureau; Obion 
County Farm Bureau; 
Syngenta; Tennessee 
Foundation for 
Agriculture in the 
Classroom; Tennessee 
Pork Producers 
Association; Tennessee 
Valley Authority; Tosh 
Farms; Will Wade and 
Pat Wade

Friends
Agrela Ecosystems; 

Babylon Micro-Farms; 
Blue Steel Tool, Inc.; 
Donald Danforth 
Plant Science Center; 
EarthSense; East 
Tennessee Nursery 
and the Tennessee 
Department of 
Agriculture Division of 
Forestry; FarmSpace 
Systems, LLC; 
GroGuru; Noble 
Research Institute, 
LLC; Roundstone 
Native Seed; “Silo”; 
Star Pastures Apiary; 
The University of 
Tennessee at Martin; 
USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service; WCTE, Upper 
Cumberland PBS; 
SwineTech

For a current list 
of Champions of 
Agriculture, visit the 
website.

To partner with 
Discovery Park on 
this very important 
exhibit, email Mary 
Nita Bondurant 
at mbondurant@
discoverypark 
ofamerica.com or call 
731-676-3556.

About Discovery Park 
of America

The mission of 
Discovery Park of 
America, a premier 
world-class museum 
and 50-acre heritage 
park located in Union 
City, Tennessee, is 
to inspire children 
and adults to see 
beyond. Included is 
a 100,000-square-foot 
museum featuring 9 
interactive exhibit 
galleries with 
additional space for 
temporary exhibits 
from around the world 
and a 50-acre heritage 
park. Discovery 
Park of America is 
a 501(c)(3) public 
charity funded by 
generous individuals, 
corporations and 
foundations including 
its principal funder, the 
Robert E. and Jenny D. 
Kirkland Foundation. 
For more information, 
visit DiscoveryPark 
ofAmerica.com, 
Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter.

NEWS
4   October 2020  

PARK
continued from front page

Union City, Tenn.— 
Discovery Park of 
America has announced 
a pop-up exhibit of 
presidential campaign 
buttons that opens 
Oct. 8, 2020 and will 
be on display at the 
museum and heritage 
park though the end of 
the year. The exhibit 
will be located in Art 
Hall, conveniently near 
the current temporary 
exhibit on women’s 
suffrage.

The impressive 
collection of campaign 
buttons is on loan from 
Randy Anding, an Obion 
County, Tenn., resident 
who also works in 
security for Discovery 
Park. Although Randy 
and his wife, Judy, both 
grew up in Louisiana, 
Judy’s mother was one 
of the Paschall family of 
Lake County, Tenn., so 
they visited Northwest 
Tennessee frequently 
when she was growing 
up. The Andings moved 
to the area when they 
retired several years 
ago. Judy also works 
at Discovery Park 
in the guest services 
department.

Anding began 
collecting buttons in the 
mid-1970s and picked 
up his first button 

during the campaign of 
Jimmy Carter against 
incumbent president 
Gerald Ford.

“I walked into Jimmy 
Carter’s campaign 
headquarters in Plains, 
Ga. and found his 
mother, Lillian, sitting 
there rocking back and 
forth in a rocking chair,” 
Anding shares. “After 
speaking with her for a 
bit, I just had to buy a 
souvenir to remember 
the occasion, so I picked 
up my first campaign 
button.”

Anding had the 
opportunity to see two 
campaigns up close 

when he encountered 
Robert F. Kennedy 
on the campaign trail 
shortly before he was 
assassinated in 1968 
and George H. W. Bush 
at the 1988 Republican 
National Convention at 
the Superdome in New 
Orleans. The excitement 
and energy of both those 
experiences contributed 
to his passion for 
collecting campaign 
buttons.

Among the oldest 
buttons on display in 
the exhibit are buttons 
used for the campaigns 
of Wendell Willkie, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 
and John F. Kennedy.

“It’s been interesting 
to see the evolution of 
how campaigns changed 
through history,” 
said Jennifer Wildes, 
Discovery Park’s 
director of exhibits. 
“You can see the 
transition of the buttons 
going from more serious 
black and white photos 
of those running for 
office to more colorful 
buttons that included the 
candidates’ wives.”

Also noteworthy in 
the exhibit are campaign 
buttons for some of the 
first minority candidates 
for president and vice 
president.

While Discovery Park 
encourages everyone 
to vote in the 2020 
presidential election, 
another vote will also be 
featured as part of the 
exhibit. Guests will be 
encouraged to cast their 
vote for their favorite 
among a selection of 
campaign buttons. 
The winner will be 
announced on the final 
day of the exhibit, Dec. 
31, 2020.

MORE
This pop-up exhibit 

is sponsored by The 
Citizens Bank (TBC).

Discovery Park of  America announces 
exhibit of  Presidential campaign buttons

events.
For the best value, 

guests are encouraged 
to enhance their 
experience by reserving 
the 3-night Ultimate 
A Country Christmas 
package including room 
accommodations with a 
selection of event tickets 
such as I Love Christmas 
Movies, The Oak Ridge 
Boys “Christmas in 
Tennessee” Dinner 
Show, General Jackson 
Showboat, ice tubing, 
ice skating, ice bumper 
cars, scavenger 
hunt booklets and 
gingerbread house kits.  
A separate Christmas I 
Love Christmas Movies 
Package includes tickets 
to I Love Christmas 
Movies with an 
overnight hotel stay 
and an option to add the 
SoundWaves experience.

As the safety of its 
guests and STARS 
(employees) is of 
paramount importance, 
Gaylord Opryland’s 
A Country Christmas 
program has been 
developed in accordance 
with Marriott’s 
“Commitment to Clean” 
program and with 
enhanced protocols 
and social distancing 
measures. Programming 
will also operate in 
consideration with the 
latest local, state and 
federal legislation.

Media Assets available 

for download: event 
photos and b-roll.

ABOUT GAYLORD 
OPRYLAND

Gaylord Opryland 
Resort & Convention 
Center, located at 2800 
Opryland Drive in 
Nashville, Tenn., is 
the flagship property 
of Gaylord Hotels, 
part of the Marriott 
portfolio of brands. The 
2,888-room hotel offers 
“everything in one 
place”— SoundWaves 
upscale indoor/outdoor 
water attraction, diverse 
dining options, a full-
service spa, top-notch 
entertainment, on-site 
shopping, an award-
winning golf course 
and more. For more 
information, visit www.
GaylordOpryland.com.

A CHRISTMAS 
STORY, NATIONAL 
LAMPOON’S 
CHRISTMAS 
VACATION, THE 
YEAR WITHOUT A 
SANTA CLAUS and 
all related characters 
and elements © & ™ 
Turner Entertainment 
Co. THE POLAR 
EXPRESS and all related 
characters and elements 
© & ™ Warner Bros. 
Entertainment Inc. 
(s20). ELF and all related 
characters and elements 
© & ™ New Line 
Productions, Inc. (s20).  
Peanuts © 2020 Peanuts 
Worldwide LLC. © Build-
A-Bear Workshop, Inc.  
Used with permission.  
All rights reserved.

GAYLORD
continued from front page

Union City Schools 
have benefitted from the 
kindness and generosity 
of several businesses 
and groups as they cope 
with the challenges of 
beginning the 2020-21 
school year.

Representatives from 
Atmos Energy made 
a stop in Union City 
Thursday to deliver 
backpacks, insulated 
meal pouches and water 
bottles to be used by 
students in need.

Atmos Operations 
Supervisor (Ky-Mid 
States Division) Bobby 
Brown and company 
employee Robert 
Murphy met with UC 
Schools Director of 
Teaching and Learning 
Rene Flood to drop off 
the supplies.

Atmos made similar 
donations to Kentucky 
school systems in 
Mayfield, Graves County 
and Paducah.

Second Baptist Church 

in Union City recently 
donated purple lanyards 
to hold masks in place to 
Union City Elementary 
and UC Middle School 
students.

The lanyards are 
designed to keep the 
children’s masks 
around their necks and 
close at hand for added 
convenience during the 
school day.

School personnel 
handed out the lanyards 
to students after they 
were delivered to the 
board office by a church 
representative.

All Union City School 
students will receive free 
breakfast and free lunch 
for the remainder of the 
first semester of the 2020-
21 school year.

Director of Food 
Services Nan Tilghman 
said students would also 
receive meals for the 
weekend at no charge 

Atmos Energy, Second Baptist 
Church donate goods to UC Schools

see DONATIONS page 5

Second Baptist Church in Union City donated purple 
lanyards to students to hold masks in place.

Photo submitted
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Union City’s long trip to 
Adamsville Friday night 
didn’t seem like nearly such 
a lengthy ride home.

 The Golden Tornadoes 
gave first-year head coach 
Nick Markle his first Purple 
and Gold victory and made 
the trek worthwhile by 
knocking off the eighth-
ranked Cardinals 35-28 in 
the Region 7-2A opener for 
both teams.

 Quarterback Wes 
Tilghman scored the last 
two of his three touchdowns 
in the fourth quarter as 
UC rallied from a halftime 
deficit in rolling up more 
than 400 yards of total 
offense for its first win of 
the season.

 Both Travon Westbrook 
(17-144) and Tilghman (20-
138) cracked the century 
mark on the ground behind 
the steady offensive line 
play of Carter Bondurant, 
Neil Brown, Jason Bone, 
Hayden Kennedy and Evan 
Alexander.

 And the Tornado defense 
– after being burned by 
A’ville QB Lathan Morris 
for three touchdowns in 
the first half -- settled in 
and allowed just 129 yards 
after the intermission while 
coming up with a pair of 
key fourth-down stops and 
a turnover.

 “It’s great to be Golden 
Tornado,” grinned Markle 
afterward. “I’m so proud 
of our guys, especially our 
seniors. They didn’t sulk 
or pout after last week (a 
31-3 loss to USJ), and we 
probably had the best week 
of practice that we’ve had 
all summer leading up 
to the game. They really 
worked hard and you saw 
the results of that labor 
tonight.”

 Down 21-14 at the 
break after the Cardinals 
had scored in the final 
35 seconds of the second 
quarter, UC scored on 
consecutive possessions in 
the third period – just as it 
did to open the contest.

 The beneficiary of a bad 

snap on fourth down as the 
host team was threatening 
to go up by two scores after 
advancing to the Twister 
22, Union City immediately 
took advantage of its good 
fortune.

 Westbrook rambled 37 
yards on first down and 
Tilghman then hooked up 
with James Burcham, who 
made a splendid catch of 
a high pass for a 22-yard 
gain. On the next play, 
sophomore Gage Smith 
bolted over left guard for 
a touchdown, with Miguel 
Sanchez evening the count 
with the third of his five 
made PATs.

 The Redbirds were on 
the move again on their 
next series before Kennedy 
hopped on a fumble at his 
team’s 29. A nice run by 
Durrell Littleton and a 35-
yard pick-up by Tilghman 
set the stage for a go-ahead 
two-yard TD by Tilghman 
with a minute gone in the 
fourth quarter.

 The UC defense then 
made its third key stop 
of the second half when 
Westbrook blasted an 
Adamsville receiver five 
yards short of a first down 
on a 4th-and-21.

 Union City then 
essentially iced the 
outcome six plays later 
when Tilghman darted over 
right guard on a keeper for 
his third score with 1:58 
showing.

“Defensively, we didn’t 
make a lot of adjustments 
at the half, other than 
widening our linebackers 
a little to try to cover up for 
some of our young guys in 
the secondary. We came up 
big in a couple of series and 
gave ourselves a chance to 
come back.”

 UC opened the game 
with a 14-play, 81-yard 
scoring drive that ate up 
eight minutes and ended 
with Westbrook bowling 
his way into the endzone 
from the two.

 After Adamsville evened 
the count at 7, the Twisters 

scored again with Tilghman 
the triggerman on a 17-yard 
pass to Jonathon Stone and 
then keeping for gains of 
16 and 13 yards. The senior 
signal-caller then fought 
his way to paydirt on a 
gritty 12-yard TD scamper, 
breaking three tackles 
along the way.

“It’s high school football, 
and at the end of the day, 
you want your kids to 
have fun. The best thing 
about football is being a 
good teammate. One of the 
things I saw in some films 
last year is that kids didn’t 

seem to get excited when 
we made touchdowns or 
made a big play on defense. 
Those things are difficult. 
You work hard all week in 
practice and getting in the 
endzone or making a stop 
or creating a turnover is the 
paycheck.

 “It was really good to see 
our kids enjoy that.”

 Westbrook topped the 
UC tackle chart with seven 
stops, while Kennedy was 
credited with six total hits. 
Smith, Stone and Donovan 
Martinez had five tackles 
each.

The seeds of 
knowledge are truly 
being planted among 
second-graders at Union 
City Elementary School.

 Hopefully, later in the 
school year, the students 
will see the “fruits” of 
their labor.

 Studying folk tales 
in the Knowledge unit 
of CKLA, second-grade 
classes have learned 
of Johnny Appleseed 
and his contributions 
to others around the 
United States.

The students have 
since planted their own 
apple seeds and written 
about the events of 
Appleseed in sequence.

 Later in the school 
year, second-graders 
will be studying plant 
and animal life cycles 
and the hope is that 
the apple seeds will 
have begun to sprout 
and the students’ prior 
knowledge will tie the 
CKLA units together.

 “Everyone loved the 

apple seed activity,” 
said second-grade 
teacher Kristen Parks. 
“The students ask to 
check their seeds every 
day, and, though none 
of sprouted, they are 
still learning to be 
responsible for their live 
seedlings.

“They are watered and 
moved to the classroom 
windowsill daily for 
sunlight to help with the 
growing process.”

 Also, Tyson Foods 
has generously donated 
an incubator to Mrs. 
Parks’ class through the 
DonorsChoose program.

To deepen students’ 
knowledge and 
understanding of life 
cycles, 24 chicks of 
various breeds will be 
hatching in two weeks.

 Parks said her vision 
for the project is for all 
second-grade students 
to have an in-person 
experience witnessing 
an animal life cycle from 
birth.

UCES 2nd graders watching 
knowledge grow

They’re here!
Nine hundred laptop 

computers have all 
arrived and will be 
distributed to Union City 
High Schoool students 
and some at UC Middle 
School next week.

The ThinkPad Yoga 
11E touchscreen laptops 
that also convert into 
tablets were actually 
ordered more than 
two months ago with 
CARES Act money by UC 
Director of Schools Wes 
Kennedy.

CARES Act is the $2.2 
trillion Coronavirus Aid 
Relief and Economic 
Stimulus bill passed in 
March in response to the 
economic fallout of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Several delays 
prompted a reorder 
of the Lenovo brand 
of computer that is 
considered an upgrade 
from the original 
version. An embargo 
levied against the initial 
order allowed for the 
acquisition of a better 
computer at the original 
price.

Another 100 such 

laptops are on order and 
part of an expenditure 
of nearly $500,000 by 
the Union City School 
System.

Each Union City High 
School student will have 
the opportunity to have 
a laptop to take home 
as a part of a one-to-one 
learning opportunity. 
They essentially will 
be issued in the same 
manner as textbooks, 
according to Kennedy, 
and will not only be 
vital in a traditional in-
person setting, but also 
in Distance Learning 
instances.

Four hundred of the 
laptops that arrived 
on Thursday will be 
directed to Union 
City Middle School 
students, with any future 
purchases also headed to 
that campus.

“Our students will 
benefit greatly from 
these laptops, as will 
our teachers,” Kennedy 
said while inspecting 
the arrival of the 
machines. “When we 
issue them, they’ll have 
all the software and 

programs that our kids 
need to efficiently learn 
– whether in-person 
learning or distance 
learning.

“Technology is so 
critical in today’s 
education society. 
Without a doubt, this 
was money well-spent, 
both for our current 
students and also for 
ones who’ll benefit in 
future years.”

Filtering and 
Microsoft software will 
be installed over the 
next several days by 
Technology Director 
Jerod Howell, IT 
assistant Dan Burnham 

and other staffers. Each 
laptop will be scanned 
and logged by school 
personnel before it is 
issued next week as UC 
Schools students return 
to in-person classes on 
Monday.

Each of the laptops 
have an extended 
warranty, according 
to Howell, who also 
said students would be 
liable for any damages 
or repairs above and 
beyond those warranties.

Students will still be 
permitted to use their 
own laptops, if desired, 
according to Kennedy.

Big laptop order arrives for UCHS, Middle School students

Tornadoes make long journey worthwhile in 
knocking off  8th ranked Adamsville

on the last school day of 
each week.

The service will also 
apply to those who are 
involved in Distance 
Learning at each UC 
Schools campus.

Union City will return 
to a more-traditional 

schedule on Monday, 
PreK-6th grade attending 
in-person classes five 
days a week on their 
respective campuses 
and Grades 7-12 going to 
class four days a week 
with Fridays reserved 
for Distance Learning 
and tutoring.

Details of the 
plan can be found at 
tornadotouch.net.

DONATIONS
continued from page four

Atmos energy delivered backpacks, insulated meal pouches 
and water bottles to be used by students.

Photo submitted

SATURDAY  OCTOBER 17, 2020  10:00 A.M.
LOCATED AT THE OBION COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS IN 

UNION CITY, TENNESSEE 38261 RAIN OR SHINE

SELLING FORFEITED FIREARMS FOR UNION CITY POLICE 
DEPARTMENT, OBION COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPT,

AND 27TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT DRUG TASK FORCE.

* THERE WILL BE BACKGROUND AND TRANSFER FEES CHARGED.
TERMS ARE CASH, CASHIERS CHECK, OR COMPANY CHECK 

WITH BANK LETTER OF CREDIT A MUST.

PLAN TO ATTEND, BRING A CHAIR AND A FRIEND, LUNCH WILL BE AVAILABLE.

DO NOT MISS THIS GREAT AUCTION OF FIREARMS.

OVER 200 PISTOLS, RIFLES 
& SHOTGUNS TO BE SOLD

• Savage Mark II .22 
• ruger 77/22 .22 
• MoSSberg 5,000 20 ga 
• TauruS #85 .38 
• WaTherS P22 .22 
• SMITh & WeSSon M&P 9 MM 
• neW england 12 ga 
• SPrIngfIeld #994 20 ga 
• SPrIngfIeld #187r .22 
• MarlIn #336 30-30 
• Savage axIS 7 MM 
• MoSSberg #510 20 ga 
• WIncheSTer #94 30-30
 • MarlIn 783 .22
 • MoSSberg 702 PlunkSTer .22 
• reMIngTon SPorTSMan 48 20 ga 

• broWnIng buck Mark .22
• gSg 1911 .22 
• bereTTa 92 fS 9 MM 
• norInco SkS .556 
• ruger P85 9 MM 
• 2 Savage .22 
• hIgh PoInT c9 9 MM 
• derrInger excaM .38 
• ruger P345 .45 
• Savage 64 .22 
• MarlIn 60 .22 
• MdlPaP M92Pv 7.62 
• SPrIngfIeld xd .45 
• colT MuSTang 380 
• fn 9 MM 
• davIS InduSTrIeS uM 22 .22

• SIg Sauer P238 .380 
• ruger 10-22 carbIne .22 
• Iver JohnSon .410 
• ruger P95dc 9 MM 
• SMITh & WeSSon long cTg .32 
• TauruS roSSI .38 
• norTh aM arMS .22 
• rg20 Model 65 .22 
• hIgh PoInT JcP .40 
• SMITh & WeSSon M&P .45 
• ruger P94 .40 
• luger Model c9 9 MM 
• hI-PoInT 9MM rIfle 
• berSa .380 • glock 17 
• S&W MP9 
• ruger P85 

Here are some of the guns to be sold. See complete list at auctionzip.com Auctioneer ID# 18267

Tennessee residents only may purchase pistols
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mindful that no 
blade of grass should 
ever be trimmed by 
more than one-third. 
Lowering the blades 
will allow more 
sunlight to reach the 
grass in the months 
ahead.

• Remove leaves 
as they fall. Much 
like apple-picking 
and foliage, raking 
leaves is synonymous 
with fall. Some 
homeowners may 
wait to pick up a rake 
until all of the trees 
on their properties 
are bare. However, 
allowing fallen leaves 
to sit on the ground 
for extended periods 
of time can have an 
adverse effect on 
grass. Leaves left to 
sit on the lawn may 
ultimately suffocate 
the grass by forming 
an impenetrable 
wall that deprives 
the lawn of sunlight 
and oxygen. The 
result is dead grass 
and possibly even 
fungal disease. Leaves 
may not need to be 
raked every day, but 
homeowners should 
periodically rake and 
remove leaves from 
their grass, even if 
there are plenty left 
to fall still hanging on 
the trees.

• Repair bald spots. 
Summer exacts a toll 
on lawns in various 
ways, and even 
homeowners with 
green thumbs may 
end up with a lawn 
filled with bald spots 

come September. 
Autumn is a great 
time to repair these 
bald spots. Lawn 
repair mixes like 
Scotts® PatchMaster 
contain mulch, seed 
and fertilizer to repair 
bald spots, which 
can begin to recover 
in as little as seven 
days. Before applying 
such products, 
remove dead grass 
and loosen the top 
few inches of soil. 
Follow any additional 
manufacturer 
instructions as well.

• Aerate the turf. 
Aerating reduces 
soil compacting, 
facilitating the 
delivery of fertilizer 
and water to a lawn’s 
roots. While many 
homeowners, and 
particularly those 
who take pride in 
tending to their 
own lawns, can 
successfully aerate 
their own turf, it’s 
best to first have soil 
tested so you know 
which amendments 
to add after the 
ground has been 
aerated. Gardening 
centers and home 
improvement stores 
sell soil testing 
kits that measure 
the pH of soil, but 
homeowners who 
want to test for 
nutrients or heavy 
metals in their soil 
may need to send 
their samples to a lab 
for further testing.

Fall lawn care 
provides a great 
reason to spend some 
time in the yard 
before the arrival of 
winter.

TIPS
continued from front two

Homeowners often 
take steps to winterize 
the interior of their 
homes in the weeks 
before winter’s arrival, 
but such efforts should 
extend to the outside of 
a home as well.

Decks make for great 
gathering places when 
the weather permits. 
Decks are where 
many people spend 
their free time and 
eat their meals come 
spring and summer, 
when the temperatures 
climb and the sun sets 
well into the evening. 
But as summer turns 
to fall, homeowners 
must take measures 
to protect their decks 
from potentially harsh 
winter weather.

• Inspect the deck 
for problems. Decks 
tend to be used more 
often in summer than 
any other time of 
year. That makes fall 
and early winter an 
ideal time to inspect 
for wear and tear and 
any additional issues 
that may have cropped 
up throughout the 
summer. Damaged 
boards and loose 
handrails should be 

fixed before winter 
arrives, especially for 
homeowners who plan 
to use their decks in 
winter. Fixing such 
issues in winter and 

even into spring may 
be difficult thanks to 
harsh conditions, so 
make good use of the 
relatively calm autumn 
weather to fix any 
issues on the deck.

• Clear the deck of 
potted plants. Even 
homeowners who 
intend to use their 
decks in winter 
should remove potted 

plants from the deck 
in the fall. The home 
improvement experts 
at HGTV note that 
moisture can get 
trapped between deck 

boards and plastic, 
wood or ceramic 
containers in cold 
weather, and that can 
contribute to mildew, 
discoloration or decay.

• Store unnecessary 
furniture. 
Homeowners who like 
to sit on their decks in 
winter will no doubt 
want to leave some 
furniture out over the 

winter. But those with 
lots of furniture for 
entertaining guests 
can likely move 
the majority of that 
furniture into a garage 
or shed for the winter. 
HGTV notes that doing 
so will prevent the 
potential formation 
of blemishes on the 
deck that can result 
from inconsistent 
weathering.

• Remove snow, 
but do so carefully. 
Prolonged contact 
with snow and ice can 
damage a deck. As a 
result, homeowners 
should clear snow 
from their decks 
when accumulation 
is significant. HGTV 
recommends using a 
snow blower on the 
deck to avoid scarring. 
If a shovel must be 
used, push snow with 
the planks to reduce 
the risk of damaging 
the deck.

Homeowners who 
take steps to protect 
their decks throughout 
the winter months can 
ensure these popular 
areas are ready once 
entertaining season 
returns in the spring.

Prepare your deck for winter

Fall is a great time 
to tackle projects 
around the house. 
The weather each fall 
allows homeowners to 
make improvements 
to their homes’ 
exteriors without 
worrying about 
extreme heat or cold, 
while interior projects 
like painting are 
made easier because 
homeowners can open 
the windows to allow 
for proper ventilation.

Fall also marks a 
great time to prepare 
for upcoming projects 
that can make winter 
work that much 
easier. For example, 
fall is a great time 
to take stock of your 
gutters so you can 
address any issues 
before leaves begin 
to fall or the first 
snowstorm touches 
down. Compromised 
gutters can contribute 
to water issues 
in basements and 
adversely affect a 
home’s foundation 
if not addressed 
immediately, so it 
behooves homeowners 
to learn the signs that 
gutters are in need of 
repair or replacement.

• Gutters hanging 
off the home: Gutters 
were once installed 
predominantly with 
spikes. However, 
many industry 
professionals now 

install gutters with 
hanger brackets. Why 
the change? Spikes 
loosen over time, 
leading to the gutters 
hanging off the home. 
That can contribute to 
serious issues if left 
untreated. Gutters 
hanging off the home 
need not necessarily 
be replaced, but 
rather secured to 
the home, ideally 
with hanger brackets 
instead of spikes. 
Brackets hook into the 
front of the gutter and 
are then screwed into 
the fascia of a home. 
A professional who 
specializes in gutter 
repair can perform 

this task relatively 
quickly, and it’s an 
inexpensive yet highly 
effective solution.

• Gutter separation: 
Gutters that are 
no longer fastened 
together can leak and 
contribute to issues 
that affect the home’s 
foundation, siding 
and appearance. Clogs 
and the accumulation 
of debris can cause 
gutters to separate 
because they are 
not designed to hold 
too much weight. 
Replacement of 
separated gutters 
may or may not be 
necessary depending 
on how big the 

problem is and the 
condition of the 
existing gutters. If 
replacement is not 
necessary, separated 
gutters may be 
remedied by securing 
the joints, another 
relatively simple and 
inexpensive fix.

• Peeling exterior 
paint: Paint that 
appears to be peeling 
off of your home may 
indicate that water is 
seeping over the edge 
of the gutter closest 
to your home. When 
that happens, water is 
coming down the side 
of the house, causing 
the paint to peel. 
In such instances, 
replacing the gutters 
is often necessary.

• Basement flooding: 
Not all signs of 
deteriorating gutters 
are outside a home. 
Many a homeowner 
has been flummoxed 
by flooding in their 
basements, and such 
flooding can be caused 
by aging, ineffective 
gutters. That’s 
because deteriorating 
gutters sometimes 
allow water to leak 
near the foundation of 
a home, contributing 
to basement flooding.

Fall is an ideal time 
to inspect gutters and 
have any issues fixed 
before leaves begin to 
fall or harsh winter 
weather arrives.

Signs your gutters are in need of  repair
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AP - LOS 
ANGELES - (GLOBE 
NEWSWIRE) -- Big 
Screen Entertainment 
Group (OTC:BSEG) 
has invested in a new 
enterprise aimed at 
expanding the scope 
of the company and 
creating constant 
revenue flow, while 
offering original and 
exciting content for 
women of all ages.

The partnership 
with an innovative 
women’s lifestyle 
brand incorporating 
merchandise, media, 
education and online 

sales will be a profit-
sharing operation.

In this new retail-
oriented avenue of the 
business, BSEG will 
have the opportunity to 
connect with customers 
on a consistent basis, 
earning worldwide 
brand recognition and 
building on the BSEG 
legacy.

Precise details are 
being kept under 
wraps for now about 
the venture which will 
draw on Big Screen’s 
creative resources 
to feature streaming 
media, online tutorials, 

blog posts and other 
original content.

Big Screen Chief 
Executive Kimberley 
Kates said: “Our 
company continues 
to grow and evolve 
into new commercial 
models and this 
partnership allows us 
to bank on our brilliant 
team of creatives to 
reach new levels of 
success.”

Based in Los 
Angeles, BSEG is a 
15-year-old public 
company focused 
on entertainment 
content production 

and distribution in 
the United States and 
around the world.

About Big Screen 
Entertainment (BSEG)

Big Screen 
Entertainment Group 
is a well-established 
distribution and 
production company 
based in Los Angeles 
which turned 15-years 
old this year. The 
Company has grown 
to specialize in 
production, post-
production, and 
distribution in the US, 
Internationally and 
China. It continues 

to grow and evolve 
into new commercial 
models in an ever-
changing media world.

Forward-Looking 
Statement: A number 
of statements contained 
in the press release 
are forward-looking 
statements that 
are made pursuant 
to the safe harbor 
provisions of the 
Private Securities 
Litigation Act of 1995. 
These forward-looking 
statements involve 
a number of risks 
and uncertainties, 
including timely 

development, and 
market acceptance 
of products and 
technologies, 
competitive market 
conditions, successful 
integration of 
acquisitions and 
the ability to secure 
additional sources of 
financing. When used 
in this press release, 
words such as “could,” 
“plan,” “estimate,” 
“expect,” “intend,” 
“may,” “potential,” 
“should,” and similar 
expressions are 
forward-looking 
statements.

Big Screen takes big leap into merchandising partnership
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