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Steven J Bunch, Auctioneer
 Joe Bunch, Auctioneer

P.O. BOX 175    Wingo, KY 42088
(270) 748-8080    Fax: (270) 376-2997

www.bunchbrothers.com

2-DAY SPRING LOUISVILLE AUCTION
Tuesday & Wednesday, April 25th & 26th, 2023

9:00 A.M.  • KY Exposition Center, 978 Phillips lane, Louisville

For more information or to receive a consignor’s packet contact Steven Bunch 
(270) 748-8080, Joe Bunch (270) 356-0360 or Lori Bunch (lori@bunchbrothers.com)

Bunch Brothers Auctioneers are proud to return to 
Louisville, KY for the SPRING Louisville Auction. 

The Auction will be conducted for area contractors, 
dealers, rental houses and invididuals.

Entrepreneur and motivational 
speaker Shawn Vandergriff  of  
Calvert City took a big risk and 
launched his clothing company at 
a most difficult time, in 2020 when 
the pandemic began. While some 
newer businesses unfortunately went 
under due to the circumstances, 
others prevailed, and Vandergriff  is 
among them. Beginning as a hobby 
in 2006, he eventually honed his 
craft in design and print. Despite 
the outbreak and countrywide 
lockdowns that ensued, Vandergriff  
relied on his social media skills and 
motivational messages to promote 
his brand titled “Devo Apparel”, 
which is short for devotion. He is 
fully inspired to not only create 
designs that resonate but also uplift. 
Devo currently sells throughout the 
Western Kentucky region, and even 
outside of  the state. 

“Since the launch in 2020, it has 
transitioned to include a podcast 
and has launched a new wing called 
Devo Motivation that started in 
2021,” Vandergriff  said. “We are 
currently located in Calvert City. 
As a young entrepreneur, my goal is 

simple - to provide the best products 
and content that we can. To create 
something that will inspire and 
encourage everyone who comes 
in contact with it. Life is very 
disciplined and every hour that I’m 
awake is spent either designing, 
printing or recording.” 

While the brand was initially 

intended for a younger demographic, 
it has since expanded to all, 
emphasizing that the brand should 
solely focus on a person’s beliefs 
and aspirations. All are customized 
by Vandergriff, he has been using a 
process that was initially self  taught 
in order to expand his clothing store. 
He has over 40 designs available, 
and for followers browsing this 
entrepreneur’s website and Facebook 
page, they will have access to his 
motivational videos, his podcasts, 
and even comedic messages. 

“I currently reside in Calvert 
city. We started right when COVID 
was just starting to become a big 
concern,” Vandergriff  said. “It 
was a hard start but since then we 
have seen sales pick up and grow. I 
love the online market because you 
realize how little you really need to 
make a big impact.” 

Vandergriff’s inspiring brand and 
messages can be currently found on 
various social media outlets as Devo 
Motivation, his self-help podcast 
is titled Inspired Conversations on 
YouTube and his online store is www.
devoapparel.store.

Young entrepreneur launches inspirational 
brand during pandemic, climbs ladder to success

By Kelsey Edwards

Clark Construction was 
established in western Kentucky in 
1972 and was incorporated in 1984.  
The Clark Construction company is 
family owned and operated. Three 
generations of  family leadership 
make up this company who is 
primarily focused on constructing 
commercial, educational, industrial, 
institutional, and religious buildings.

John Clark, who has over 60 
years of  construction experience, 
is the founder and president of  the 
company. John Clark, who is now 
81 years old, has supervised many 
complex projects over the years, such 
as football stadiums, indoor arenas, 
warehouses, factories, chemical 
plants, churches, schools and more. 
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WE’RE  
REBUILDING

COMMITTED TO OUR 
CUSTOMERS AND COMMUNITY 
BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER 
THE STORM. WE ARE EXCITED 
TO REBUILD AND LOOK 
FORWARD TO SERVING YOU 
IN LATE 2023 AT OUR NEW 
MAYFIELD MAIN 
LOCATION.

Since 2020, FNB has been faced 
with many unknowns in the 
banking world, particularly as 
we all learned to work and live 
through the global pandemic.  
Fast forward to December 10th, 
2021, and a whole new level of  
unforeseen circumstances came 
about when an EF4 tornado ripped 
through downtown Mayfield, 
destroying everything in its path, 
including FNB’s Main Office 
and Operations Center. The days 
after the storm consisted of  a 
resilient FNB team salvaging 
work and personal items from 
a building ravaged by missing 
roof  trusses, broken glass, water 
damage, and debris.  FNB team 
members immediately went from 
being victims of  the storm, to 
providing resources and solutions 
for customers and community 
members.  

2022 consisted of  a strong 
focus on serving those impacted 
by the tornado, and the 
rebuilding and revitalization 
efforts in our communities.  
The year also brought forth 
many accomplishments as we 
opened both our first Marshall 
County Office and a temporary 
Mayfield Downtown Mobile 
Office, and ended the year with a 
Groundbreaking Ceremony for the 
new Mayfield Main Office. 

FNB continues to keep this 
resilient and forward-thinking 
mindset in 2023 as we hope to 
see the completion of  our new 
Mayfield Main Office, as well as the 
commencement of  construction 
on our new Operations Center.  
FNB will continue to work with 
First Kentucky Bank on economic 
development efforts through our 
DREAM (Downtown Revitalization 
and Economic Advancement for 
Mayfield) Together Program for 
businesses impacted by the tornado 
or those wanting to relocate their 
business in Downtown Mayfield.  

Through it all, FNB has remained 
locally owned and operated, all 
the while expanding the bank’s 
footprint in Western Kentucky. 
FNB was founded in 1875 and is 
currently the seventh oldest bank 
in the state of  Kentucky with assets 
exceeding $658 million. FNB ranks 
among the highest in the nation in 
the area of  safety and soundness, 
and experiences continued 
success due to loyal customers and 
committed employees. 

FNB will continue to gain 
strength from the past, while 
keeping a resilient and forward-
thinking approach to better serve 
our customers and community in 
2023 and beyond. 

FNB Bank is Member FDIC and 
Equal Housing Lender.   

FNB remains locally 
owned and operated in 

Western Kentucky
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The city of  Paducah is in for 
a sweet surprise, as the famous 
Crumbl Cookie franchise is coming 
to town. It has many locals excited, 
having access to such a revered and 
thoroughly enjoyed cookie bakery. 
Paducah Bank is happy to welcome 
them to the community as it is also 
serving as their financial partner. 
Eager customers can expect such 
an addition projected to open up 
in Paducah around spring of  2023. 
The facility will be located near 
the women’s clothing store Talbots 
on James Sanders Blvd Ste H, 
Paducah, KY 42001. Details to be 
released concerning a specific date 
and location. To date, there are a 
handful of  Crumbl Cookies located 
in the state of  Kentucky, such as 
Nicolasville, Louisville, Lexington 
and Bowling Green. 

“I was ecstatic when I heard 
that Crumbl Cookie was coming 

to Paducah,” long time customer 
and local Sylvana Hunt said. Hunt 
was only able to get their sweet 
treats when on an occasional trip 
to Clarksville. “Now, I won’t have to 
make long trips to get something I 
love and will have the convenience 
of  it within town. It’s something 
Paducah has really needed, in my 
opinion.” 

Crumbl Cookies started only in 
2017 and has seen rapid growth 
countrywide since. It is considered 
one of  the fastest-growing and 
among the largest cookie companies 
in the states. The franchise has had 
involvement in successful business 
ventures, both industrially and 
culturally. The first Crumbl Cookies 
opened in Logan, Utah in the year 
of  2017, launched by the cousin-
duo Jason McGowan (CEO) and 
Sawyer Hemsley (COO). Of  course, 
the journey into perfecting their 

beloved cookies did not get off  to an 
easy start. As stated on their website 
“after thousands of  dollars in wasted 
dough, recipes that did not live up 
to their expectations and cooking 
that are just plain embarrassing 
to them today, the two cousins 
decided to take their ‘perfect cookie 
quest’ to the people ‘’, all who would 
eventually become loyal customers.

The two gathered direct feedback 
and had their various recipes tested 
until they were able to create the 
unique cookies to their liking. This 
process of  gathering reviews and 
altering their recipe per feedback 
and customer satisfaction is still a 
practice of  theirs to date. Crumbl 
Cookie’s expansion is undeniable, 
having grown to over 600 bakeries 

in 47 states nationwide. Paducah 
residents and those within the 
surrounding counties are greatly 
anticipating the grand opening, as 
currently the closest locations are 
Clarksville, TN close to 80 miles 
away or Evansville, IN, a drive up 
to 90 miles, depending on specific 
location within city limits. 

Crumbl Cookie’s expansion is 
undeniable, having grown to over 
600 bakeries in 47 states nationwide. 
Paducah residents and those within 
the surrounding counties are greatly 
anticipating the grand opening, as 
currently the closest locations are 
Clarksville, TN close to 80 miles 
away or Evansville, IN, a drive up 
to 90 miles, depending on specific 
location within city limits.

New owner Chris Weaver delivered a variety of Crumbl Cookie samples to Paducah 
Banker Taylor Eubanks, signifying their move into the city projected during 
springtime. 

Crumbl Cookie coming to Paducah

Photo submitted by Crumbl Cookie PR
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CLARK CONSTRUCTION CO.
401 INDUSTRIAL RD • MURRAY, KY 42071 • 270-753-7850

is proud to have been 
part of the construction at 

David Taylor 
Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep-Ram Facility

 Riley Architect Services H Bacon Farmer Workman Engineering & Testing Inc H Boyt Engineering, Inc. 
Bacon Farmer Workman Engineering & Testing Inc. H Mayfield Electric and Water Systems H Atmos Energy 

West KY Rural Electric H AT&T H Lane’s, Benton, KY H Mako Industries H McGee Pest Control H 

Rolling Hills / Tri-Turf Sod H England Contracting LLC H Murray Paving, Inc H 

Charlie Nelson Trucking and Excavating, LLC H Southern Concrete Products H CW Masonry Inc.
Stahler Welding, LLC H Reynolds & Doyle, Inc. H Commercial Door & Hardware H Reliable Glass

Atlas Door of Paducah H Johnson Plaster & Vinyl, Inc. H M&M decorating H Futrell Tile, Inc.
Metal Design Systems Inc. H Thornton Heating and Air, Inc. H Routen Plumbing, Inc. H Premier Fire & Security Inc

Hill Electric H Murray Electronics Inc. H Dev-Source

We would also like to extend our thanks to the following vendors

CLARKCLARKCLARKCLARK
Construction Co.Construction Co.Construction Co.Construction Co.



Mr. John Clark, Generation #1, still 
comes into the office almost daily. 
Chris Clark, John’s son, said, “John 
Clark used to brag about only working 
a half  day from 5:00 am to 5:00 pm 
(12 hours a day) at a minimum five 
days a week.  At 81, that has changed 
some, but he still loves to come in 
and get a pulse on everything that 
is going on. We love to have such a 
wealth of  knowledge here to be able 
to ask him questions or give him our 
thoughts on items, for the 60 years of  
experience in commercial construction 
is invaluable.”

Chris Clark is the Vice-president of  
John Clark Construction. He has over 
18 years’ experience as a contractor. 
Chris stated, “In a company like ours, 
you wear many hats. I oversee the 
operations of  the company and manage 
some of  our larger projects.” 

Chris is a 1993 Cum Laude graduate 
in Construction Engineering 
Technology from Murray State 
University. He has held the position 
of  President and Vice President of  the 
Associated General Contractors of  
Western Kentucky, which represents 
425 construction or construction 
related companies, throughout 24 
counties in western Kentucky.  Chris 
has served as Chairman of  the Safety 
Committee, served as Board of  Director 
for twenty plus years, served on the 
Executive Search Committee, as well 

as serving on other committees. He 
has been involved with AGC’s National 
Annual Conventions and participated 
in two of  AGC’s leadership conferences 
held in Washington, DC and AGC 
Midyear Meeting held in Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

Chris Clark received the AGC 
National 2002 Chapter President of  the 
Year Award. Christopher has been on 
the Administration Committee and 
Building Committee at his church; has 
sat on the Architectural Review Board 
for the City of  Murray; has worked 
with the Murray School System on 
their facilities planning committee; 
and is actively involved in children’s 
programs at school.

They serve in the capacity of  general 
contractor for competitively bid and 
negotiated projects and offer design 
/ build services. They have extensive 

experience in intricate concrete 
construction; conventional steel 
and pre-engineered metal building 
structures (Signature Partner with 
American Buildings Company since 
1973), complete “turn-key” fast track 
projects, and numerous commercial 
and educational buildings. 

John Clark Construction Co. Inc. is 
also a Certified Healthcare Contractor 
in the State of  Kentucky and is licensed 
in the State of  Tennessee. John Clark 
Construction Co. Inc. will travel 
anywhere for a repeat or new client 
and has performed work in Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Alabama, and Missouri, but 
typically pursues work in both western 
Kentucky and Tennessee. 

They strive to employ the most 
experienced and talented personnel, 
which pays off, as they have officers 
who have been with the company 

since it first began. Along with long-
term officers, all of  their project 
superintendents been with the 
company for over 16 years. 

One of  their more recent projects 
is the David Taylor Chrysler-Dodge-
Jeep-Ram of  Mayfield. Chris stated, 
“The David Taylor Project was such 
a pleasure to build. The owner is 
remarkable to work for and has such 
a wonderful team of  people that make 
any community better, and truly like to 
keep you happy.” 

When I asked Chris what made 
their business so successful over the 
years he responded, “We manage 
all our projects in the most effective 
ways by listening to the client from 
the very beginning.  We understand 
the partnership required between all 
parties on a project and exhaustively 
work to completely satisfy the 
owner.” This practice has served John 
Clark Construction well, making 
them a prominent and sought after 
company for anyone needing excellent 
construction. 

Other large construction projects 
they have completed, just to name 
a few, are: Paschall Truck Lines, 
Murray, KY - new Two Story 26,000 
SF Corporate Office Facility; Journey 
Church’s first non-portable building at 
26,449 SF; Bradfield, Richards, Rhodes 
& Associates Architects, Inc, which 
was a five-million-dollar construction 
project; Independence Bank in Murray; 
multiple projects on MSU Campus.

John Clark Construction receives 
outstanding reviews, which is expected 
by a multigeneration business with 
the morals and values they hold. They 
truly make an effort to keep the family 
business what it originally started as. 
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CLARK
continued from page 1

Chris ClarkJohn Clark
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SRM CONCRETE SRM CONCRETE 
provided the concrete 

work for this job
www.smyrnareadymix.com

Congratulations to 

SIGNET FCU
on their newly 

constructed building!

Scotty Warren started working in the concrete business in 
1986. After graduating from the University of TN at Martin 
in 1995, he went into concrete sales. He is level I and II 
certified in KY. Scotty has a wife and a 16 year old daughter. 
His hobbies are hunting and fishing, and he is a huge UK 
fan in basketball.

Phone: 731-571-2727   
email: swarren@smyrnareadymix.com

SRM Concrete | Paducah - 251 | 2425 Wayne Sullivan Dr | Paducah, KY - 270-442-5496

Josh Maxwell is the General Manager of our Western Kentucky 
operations. He started with SRM in 2018 as a Mixer Operator before 
becoming becom-ing a Plant Manager 2019 in Nashville. After three 
years with SRM, he was promoted to his current role. Josh is a 
member of the Tennessee National Guard, and he enjoys playing 
church league softball and hunting. He is also a fan of UT football. 
He and his wife, Amber, have five kids.

Phone: 615-864-4982  
email: Jmaxwell@Smyrnareadymix.com

u	CONCRETE

u	MATERIALS

u	PRODUCTS

u	PUMPING
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Contact us 
today to 

schedule an 
appointment

130 Lone Oak Road  |  Paducah, KY
270-443-9099

broadwaydentalcarepaducah.com

Broadway Dental Care

Dr. James Hunt

Dr. Kinney Slaughter

Dr. Ethan Shelton

The new era in
REFLUX treatment
No more pain. No more pills. No scar.

Call us at (270) 988-3298 and ask for Roxanne to 
learn more and schedule an appointment

As seen on Family Health Experts
William E. Barnes, MD, FACS
Tri-Rivers Healthcare, PLLC
141 Hospital Dr. Salem, KY 42078
www.tririvershc.com

As seen on Family Health Experts 
William E. Barnes, MD, FACS

Demetrius L. Patton, MD
Tri-Rivers Healthcare, PLLC

141 Hospital Dr. Salem, KY 42078
www.tririvershc.com

By Teresa Pearson
KPI Managing Editor

The Welcome Home Program 
(WHP) is for grants available to 
qualified home buyers to fund 
down payments and closing costs 
incurred in conjunction with 
the acquisition or construction 
of  owner-occupied housing 
by low- and moderate-income 
homebuyers.

The grants are limited to 
$15,000 for homebuyers who are 
honorably discharged veterans, 
active duty military personnel, 
reservists, or surviving spouses 
of  service personnel and $10,000 
for all other homebuyers.

All funds are reserved for 
specific homebuyers purchasing 
specific homes and cannot be 
transferred to other homebuyers 
or to other homes. Very specific 
qualifications apply to these 
grants.

Welcome Home funds will 

be available for reservation 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis beginning at 8:00am ET 
on February 6, 2023, and again 
on July 6, 2023 and will remain 
available until all funds have been 
reserved.

Greg Hambrick, Loan Officer at 
Citizens Deposit Bank in Bardwell 
said, “This is a great a program 
that has been around for years 
for qualified borrowers. Every 
home application is unique and 
so is this program. In a nutshell, 
it’s a grant that helps borrowers 
who might be short on a down 
payment. The best advice I can 
give is, contact an experienced 
home lender. Please contact me at 
CDB if  you don’t have one. There 
is more than one program out 
there to help with limited down 
payment options. And if  you do 
not qualify today my team will 
be glad to walk you through the 
process of  making that a reality.”

Welcome Home Program
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Reimagine 
your space

3500 Park Ave. 
Paducah, Ky

270-443-4590
www.mysurplussales.com • paducah@mysurplussales.com 

Carpet 
Hardwood 
Laminate 

Luxury vinyl  
Glass Tiles

Countertops  Cabinet 
Waterproof Flooring 
and so much more.

We offer a variety of cabinets
several affordable options for financing

SAVE MONEY
 ALL YEAR LONG

QUALITY PRODUCTS • AFFORDABLE PRICES • LIFETIME TECH SUPPORT 
270-575-9595  •  WWW.IWAE.COM

WITH  HIGH EFFICENCY MR COOL
 MINI SPLIT HEAT PUMPS

The Murray-Calloway County 
Chamber of  Commerce recently 
celebrated with Chamber member, 
Jarvis Vison Center, as they have 
expanded their team with new 
Optometrist, Dr. Mary Jo Moore. 
Dr. Moore relocated to Western 
Kentucky from Florida and has 
loved getting to know the Murray-
Calloway County Community 
and her patients over the past few 
months. She says the Jarvis team 

has quickly become like family 
and looks forward to getting more 
involved in the community. Jarvis 
Vison Center is located at 1806 N 
4th Street in Murray. Pictured is 
the Jarvis Vision Center team at 
the ribbon cutting celebration with 
Dr. Moore cutting the ribbon. Also 
pictured is the optometry team 
at Jarvis Vison Center, Dr. Jesse 
Williams, Dr. Mary Jo Moore, and 
Dr. Reed Jarvis.

Chamber helps celebrate new doctor at Jarvis Vision Center
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A & K Construction, Inc.
ABG Caulking Contractors, Inc.

ASI-Signage Innovations
Atlas Roofing Contractors, Inc.

Central Paving Company of Paducah
Chambers Roofing Co., Inc.
Cole Lumber Company, Inc.

Commercial Door & Hardware, Inc.
Construction Safety Consultants, Inc.

Federal Materials Company, Inc.
Harrells Metal Works

Holloway Masonry
Johnson Plaster & Vinyl, Inc.

K4 Architecture + Design
L & P Carpet, Inc.

M & M Decorating, LLC
McGee Pest Control

Mills Supply Co., Inc.
Mott Electric, LLC

Murtco, Inc.
Parker Excavating, LLC

Paul Howard Custom Landscaping
Premier Fire & Security, Inc.

Republic Services, Inc.
Reynolds & Doyle, Inc.

Signet Federal Credit Union
Southeast Partitions
Sullivan Glass, LLC

T & T Cleaning
ThyssenKrupp Elevator Corporation

Tri-Turf Sod Farms, Inc.
Triangle Enterprises

U.S. Specialties

Special Thanks

100 Calloway Court
Paducah, KY 4200

270.441.7752

akconstruction.com

Built by
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Owners: Mark Chambers and Joe Chambers
2605 Cairo RD, Paducah, KY 42001

(270) 442-8326
www.rooferpaducah.com

Proud to have installed 
the roofing for the new 

Signet Federal Credit Union 
building on Pecan Drive.

Joe Chambers Mark Chambers

FRANKFORT, Ky. (KT) – After 
experiencing a 15-month low in 
gasoline prices around Christmas 
Day, the cost has now risen four 
straight weeks according to 
GasBuddy.com, a crowd-sourced 
website and mobile app that tracks 
the price at the pump nationwide.

Kentucky’s statewide average price 
at the pump dipped to around $2.79 
per gallon for regular unleaded gas 
around Christmas but has now risen 
to $3.21 as of  mid-day Wednesday, 
a jump of  42 cents per gallon. That 
means a 20-gallon fill-up is now $8.40 
more expensive than it was during 
the holiday season. One year ago, 
the average cost in Kentucky was 
$2.97 a gallon. See the chart that 
accompanies this story.

It’s the same story across the 
nation, as the U.S. average has 
climbed to $3.46 per gallon compared 
to $3.05 four weeks ago, a 41 cents-
per-gallon hike. Last year at this 
time, the price was $3.35.

“Gasoline prices continued their 
upward trajectory as oil prices pulled 
them higher across the majority of  
the country, and continued refinery 

challenges kept supply of  gasoline 
from rising more substantially,” said 
Patrick De Haan, head of  petroleum 
analysis at GasBuddy.

He says no relief  is currently in 
sight.

“Macroeconomic factors have 
continued to weigh on oil and 
refined products, as strong demand 
in China hasn’t been slowed much 
by a surge in new COVID cases. In 
addition, releases of  crude oil from 
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve have 
wrapped up. Concerns are increasing 
that without additional oil, supply 
will tighten in the weeks ahead, 
especially as the nation starts to 
move away from softer demand in the 
height of  winter. Moving forward, 
it doesn’t look good for motorists, 
with prices likely to continue 
accelerating.”

If  you wish to download the 
GasBuddy mobile app for your 
phone, it is available at the app stores 
for both iPhone and Android devices, 
and the Kentucky price website 
for regular, mid-grade, premium 
and diesel fuel can all be found at 
kentuckygasprices.com.

Gas prices in Kentucky have increased for the fourth straight week, according 
to GasBuddy.com.

GasBuddy.com price chart

KY gas prices increase for 4th straight week
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1833 Benton Briensburg Rd. • Benton KY 42025

Charlie Nelson Trucking 
& Excavating, LLC

Charlie Nelson
Owner

Mobile 270-559-1794
Office 270-252-3342

Trey Nelson
Mobile 270-703-0619

Sand, Dirt, Lime, Gravel, Septic Systems, etc.

Congratulations to the staff at
 DAVID TAYLOR 

Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram 
on the new building in Mayfield, KY

We are proud to have done the excavating

By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today

FRANKFORT, Ky. (KT) – 
Economic development efforts 
topped Gov. Andy Beshear’s 
weekly press conference 
on Thursday, including the 
announcement of  another new 
company locating in Kentucky 
that is part of  the electric vehicle 
battery industry.

Five companies received 
preliminary approval for 
incentives to locate in the state 
during Thursday morning’s 
meeting of  the Kentucky 
Economic Development Finance 
Agency.   

LioChem e-Materials LLC, a 
subsidiary of  Japanese-based 
Toyo Ink SC Holdings Co. Ltd, will 
locate a new facility in Simpson 
County, with a $104.4 million 

investment creating 141 jobs for 
Kentuckians in electric vehicle 
battery production.

North American Stainless is 
investing $244 million adding 70 
more positions at its facility in 
Carroll County.  Beshear says 
the company is the largest fully-
integrated stainless steel producer 
in the U.S., and marks their 
13thexpansion since opening there 
in 1990.

Carter Lumber is building a 
new facility in Warren County 
with an $8.1 million investment 
that will create 86 jobs.  It will be a 
key part of  the company’s efforts 
in the rebuilding process, after 
the deadly tornado outbreak in 
December 2021, that affected much 
of  western Kentucky.   

Precision Sonar and Outdoor 
LLC will invest $2.2 million to 
expand their current operation 

in Marshall County, with a new 
building which will include adding 
12 more jobs.  The company makes 
GPS and sonar mounting systems 
for boats, which are produced 
from solid aluminum.

Henderson Distilling will 
establish a new bourbon distillery 
with a $5 million investment 
initially employing 12 people.  
It will locate on the former 
Henderson Municipal Power 
& Light campus in downtown 
Henderson, creating a full 
production distillery, along with 
tourism and retail space.

“With all of  these new jobs and 
new industries locating here,” 
Beshear noted, “we’re getting 
ever closer to reversing that trend 
of  our kids leaving Kentucky 
to go somewhere else.  Instead, 
we’re having the most talented 
moving to our Commonwealth. 

I think that is all our collectives 
dream, that our kids never have 
to leave Kentucky if  they don’t 
want to, because no matter how 
big they dream, they can chase 
those dreams right here in the 
commonwealth.”

Regarding one failed economic 
development project approved 
before he took office, Beshear said 
not only have they recovered the 
$15 million awarded to Braidy 
Industries, now known as Unity 
Aluminum, they are also in the 
process of  acquiring all the land 
at the site near Ashland, including 
additional land purchased by 
Unity and buildings that were 
erected.

He added, “We do believe that 
it won’t be long before we start 
locating jobs on that land.  We 
have a couple companies that are 
already interested.”

Economic development could bring more jobs to KY
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1615 Broadway
Paducah KY 42001
Office: 270-442-0619
www.cscsafety.com

CHRIS JORDAN, Owner/CEO

Substance Abuse 
   Program Management

Safety Audits and Inspections 
Incident / Accident Management
Pre-Qualification Approvals
Weekly Safety Meetings
Site Safety Staffing

SPECIALTY SERVICES

By Teresa Pearson
KPI Managing Editor

A ribbon cutting ceremony 
was held on Wednesday January 
18, 2023 for four new facilities 
opening up in Wickliffe, Ky. The 
companies are Two Rivers Travel 
Inc., EFS, TG River, NutriFish 
Inc. Each will focus on finding 
ways to use Asian carp and 
helping reduce their presence in 
local waterways. 

The new facilities at Two Rivers 
Fishery will focus on turning 
those fish into fertilizer and other 
products, along with a travel 
business that will bring tourism 
to the area.

“It’s pretty amazing to watch 
the story of  taking what’s been 

considered a nuisance and is 
a nuisance for our waterways, 
and someone is actually taking 
it and creating jobs and actually 
being able to make a profit off  of  
and a sustainable business of  a 
problem,” says Ballard County 
Judge Executive Todd Cooper.

Two Rivers Fishery owner, 
Angie Yu of  Wickliffe, says it 
has been difficult to get the new 
companies off  the ground because 
of  supply chain issues and high 
gas prices, but she says, “We are 
ready to move forward.”

Owners or representatives for 
each of  the four companies cut 
a ribbon for their company. The 
businesses will all be located 
at the International Fisheries 
Industrial Park in Wickliffe.

Ribbon cutting held for 
four new businesses

Angie Yu cutting the ribbon for Two Rivers Fishery.

NEW BUSINESSES

23 & 1/2 Hr
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE 

Ron's 
&  DRAIN CLEANING

SEPTIC TANK 

WE ARE #1 IN 
THE #2 BUSINESS 

COMMERCIAL &  RESIDENTIAL SEWER AND DRAIN SERVICES 

270-554-3711 • 270-556-4275

www.ronseptic.com • 4350 Trice Rd., Lone Oak 



Women’s History Month is an 
opportunity to shed light on the 
accomplishments and contributions 
of  women around the world. These 
five women are notable for breaking 
boundaries.

• Xiomara Castro: Castro was 
sworn in as Honduras’ president in 
January 2022. She became the first 

woman to hold the position, and 
campaigned on expanding women’s 
rights in that country.

• Mary Barra: As the CEO of  
General Motors since 2014, Barra 
is the first woman to lead one of  
the three big automakers. She 
has invested millions into the 
development of  self-driving cars, 
electric vehicles and a ride-share 
service called Maven.

• Giorgia Meloni: Meloni took 
office in October 2022 as Italy’s prime 
minister, becoming the first woman 
in history to hold the position. 

• Tsai Ing-wen: Tsai took office as 
president of  the Republic of  China 
(Taiwan) in 2016, becoming the 
first woman leader (and the first 
unmarried president) of  the country. 

• Catherine MacGregor: This 
French businesswoman became the 
CEO of  the French energy company 
Engie in 2021. She is the only woman 
CEO in France’s CAC-40 stock index.  
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Stifel Smart Rate Program Benefits 
The Stifel Smart Rate Program (“Stifel Smart Rate”) is an efficient way for clients to manage the cash in their portfolio.

Contact us today about Stifel Smart Rate!

Adam Chustz, CDFA® 
Senior Vice President/Investments

(270) 908-0640 
chustza@stifel.com

Elliot Treece 
First Vice President/Investments

(270) 908-0686 
elliot.treece@stifel.com

Jacqueline Ponting 
Financial Advisor

(270) 908-0681 
pontingj@stifel.com

1 Interest rates for the Stifel Smart Rate Program are variable and subject to change.  Interest accrues daily and is credited monthly.  For current rates, 
please contact your Financial Advisor.

It is important to note that with the exception of bank products, such as Stifel Smart Rate, FDIC-insured CDs, and the Stifel Insured Bank Deposit 
Programs, investment products offered through Stifel are not FDIC-insured, not bank guaranteed, and may lose value.  Neither Stifel nor its affiliates, 
including Stifel Bank and Stifel Bank & Trust, monitor the amount of your deposited funds to determine whether those amounts exceed the FDIC 
insurance limits applicable to your deposits at a bank, and they are not responsible for any insured or uninsured portion of the deposit accounts at a 
bank.

The minimum initial deposit for Stifel Smart Rate is $100,000.  
You should expect your Financial Advisor is entitled to receive compensation in connection with the Stifel Smart Rate Program.
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC & NYSE | www.stifel.com

Stifel Smart Rate
EARN MORE ON YOUR CASH with

3.00% APY1

Keep cash working within your securities account 
while waiting for that investment opportunity.

(270) 908-0633 | (833) 791-8084
2190 New Holt Road, Suite C | Paducah, Kentucky 42001

Influential women breaking 
boundaries in the world today
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LOUISVILLE, KY.  – The Louisville 
Orchestra announced today that it will 
embark upon a two-year musical journey 
across Kentucky beginning in May, 
playing for audiences throughout the 
Commonwealth as part of “In Harmony – 
The Commonwealth Tour of the Louisville 
Orchestra.” These concerts will include 
full orchestra performances as well as 
bring orchestra musicians for intimate, 
collaborative engagements in schools, 
community centers, and libraries in dozens 
of communities.

“With the ‘In Harmony’ tour, the 
Louisville Orchestra becomes the only 
orchestra in the United States committed 
to traveling to every corner of its state 
to partner in performance with artists 
across our communities,” Music Director 
Teddy Abrams said. “There is no so-called 
urban-rural divide in music. Art and 
music transcend geographic boundaries. 
We couldn’t be more excited to share our 
treasured work with our fellow Kentuckians 
in their hometowns and home counties.”

Kentucky Governor Andy Beshear, a 
fervent supporter of the arts, applauded 
the Louisville Orchestra’s drive to 
connect with its neighbors throughout the 
Commonwealth.

“I commend the Louisville Orchestra for 
bringing these experiences to communities 
across Kentucky, ensuring all of our people 
have access to these performances which 
can bring joy, comfort and inspiration,” 
said Beshear. “When we work together for 
the greater good, we can accomplish some 
pretty incredible things and the Louisville 
Orchestra is leading by example.”

“In Harmony” Tour to Reach Across 
Kentucky

The Louisville Orchestra will kick off  
the tour in eastern Kentucky on May 17, 18, 
and 19 with performances in Prestonsburg, 
Pikeville, and Harlan respectively. During 
that week, Kentucky-born and raised 
violinist Tessa Lark joins the orchestra to 
showcase cornerstones of the traditional 
repertoire, along with arrangements of  
famous Kentucky fiddle tunes.

The weeks of July 3 and July 10, the 
orchestra travels for performances in 
Glasgow, Covington, Bowling Green, 
Ashland, and Bardstown. On this program, 
Abrams will both conduct and be a 
piano soloist in Gershwin’s Rhapsody in 
Blue. The concert will highlight both the 
Commonwealth’s musical legacy and 
traditional American tunes.

In September, the orchestra welcomes 
the singular mandolin virtuoso Chris Thile, 
who was raised in Murray. These concerts 
will include performances in Henderson, 
Owensboro, and Madisonville. During these 
concerts, Thile will perform the Kentucky 
debut of his Mandolin Concerto, a showcase 

for his vocal and finger-picking talents.
The tour will conclude in late February 

and early March 2024 with stops in Danville, 
Frankfort, Georgetown, and Fort Knox.  The 
dates and venues for each stop on the tour 
will be announced soon.

“This tour is a mark of things to come 
from the Louisville Orchestra,” said 
Graham Parker, the Louisville Orchestra’s 
Chief Executive. “We are a community-
centric orchestra, striving to foster 
artist-driven civic leadership and cultural 
well-being throughout the Commonwealth. 
Meeting people where they are is a key part 
of bringing people into the arts, and that is 
what we hope to accomplish through this 
statewide tour.”

The tour was made possible through a 
budget appropriation from the Kentucky 
state legislature, a huge win for the arts in 
the Commonwealth.

A Musical Resource to Bring Communities 
Together

From the very outset of discussions 
with Sen. Robert Stivers (R-25), President 
of the Kentucky Senate, and Rep. David 
Osborne (R-59) Speaker of the Kentucky 
House of Representatives, it was clear 
that by using the musical resources of the 
Louisville Orchestra, communities, regions, 
and partners could be brought together to 
experience a shared togetherness that only 
music can provide.

“My mother instilled an appreciation for 
many genres of music in me from a very 
young age. Mom saw the value of music as 
one that develops critical thinking skills and 
expands perceptions,” said Senate President 
Robert Stivers. “When presented with the 
opportunity to support this outreach for 
those who might not otherwise have access 
across this beautiful state, I had to say yes to 

the full experience.”
“This is an extraordinary opportunity for 

Kentuckians of all ages to come together 
and celebrate the music of the Louisville 
Orchestra. I am pleased that we were able 
to make the necessary funding possible 
and look forward to seeing this investment 
reach communities throughout the 
Commonwealth,” Osborne said. “Without a 
doubt, the Louisville Orchestra is engrained 
in our state’s cultural legacy. For more 
than eight decades it has made world-class 
performances accessible and served as 
a model for performing arts programs 
throughout the nation.”

In each community the Louisville 
Orchestra will serve, there will be proactive 
and meaningful outreach to work with 
schools, libraries, and community centers 
to introduce music and the musicians, and 
where possible to make music together with 
local musicians steeped in the traditions 
of the region. Free, full orchestra concerts 
in the evenings will showcase local talents, 
together with orchestra members and 
special guests, showing what bonds exist 
and what bridges are possible.

“We can’t thank our elected officials 
enough for their critical support of our 
organization and for the arts as a whole,” 
Parker said. “What started as a dream – to 
tour our beloved Commonwealth and share 
our music with its people – is now a reality, 
thanks to our legislature.”

Orchestra Season Includes Residency with 
Yo-Yo Ma, Performance in Mammoth Cave

Before the Louisville Orchestra sets 
out on its journey, famed cellist Yo-Yo Ma 
will enter a five-day immersive residency 
with the Louisville Orchestra, including a 
once-in-a-lifetime performance within the 
caverns of Mammoth Cave.

Yo-Yo Ma will join Abrams and the full 
orchestra for a performance including 
Shostakovich’s Cello Concerto No. 1 at the 
Kentucky Center’s Whitney Hall on April 
27. The performance will be preceded by a 
gala. The concerts at Mammoth Cave on 
April 29 will feature music composed by 
Abrams featuring members of the Louisville 
Orchestra, the Louisville Chamber Choir, a 
solo percussionist, and Yo-Yo Ma.

“Visitors have always been drawn to 
Mammoth Cave to experience its ancient 
stillness and expansiveness,” said Abrams. 
“It’s no surprise that this otherworldly 
treasure has inspired art of all forms, 
some of which can still be seen in the cave. 
Performing music in a cave where untold 
generations of people before us have created 
their own music connects us in a vital way 
to our past.”

“We are thrilled to offer this amazing 
opportunity to experience the sounds of Yo-
Yo Ma and the Louisville Orchestra inside 
Mammoth Cave,” said Park Superintendent 
Barclay Trimble. “Music is universally 
loved and recognized as a way to connect 
and bring people together. Mammoth Cave 
has been a source of artistic inspiration 
for thousands of years and now through a 
composition created by Teddy Abrams and 
historic performance by Yo-Yo Ma, we can 
add another fantastic musical moment to 
the cave’s history.”

Yo-Yo Ma and the Louisville Orchestra 
will perform at Rafinesque Hall inside 
Mammoth Cave on Saturday, April 29, 2023 
at 11 am and 3 pm CDT. Tickets for the 
event will be distributed by lottery through 
Recreation.gov and people may apply for 
a chance at tickets beginning Monday, 
January 30.  The lottery closes at 10 am on 
February 5.

Louisville Orchestra Kentucky Tour
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By Alexa Black Tabor

Three years after the 
groundbreaking ceremony for the 
new Signet Federal Credit Union 
headquarters in Paducah, the project 
is officially complete. The office 
is currently located directly from 
West Kentucky Community and 
Technical College on Pecan Drive and 
Colonial Court. The grand opening 
of  the new 15,000 square foot facility 
commenced and was undertaken by 
A&K Construction. It has remained a 
work in progress since its conception. 
It is a full service operation center, and 
Signet serves close to 20,000 people. 
Alongside other contractors, A&K 
Construction was chosen to oversee 
and fully construct the building. 

However, A&K construction 
was not without struggle due to 
coronavirus and had to overcome a 
variety of  obstacles such as weather 
conditions, supply chains and 
manpower shortages, particularly 
constructing the building during 
the pandemic, which also altered 

protocol for builders. But much like 
other projects in the works, they 
prevailed and saw it through, despite 
the delay in Signet’s completion. Over 
75 years ago, Signet Federal Credit 
Union began as an outstretched hand 
to community members, helping IC 
Railroad employees from a single 
basement office. Three quarters of  a 
century later, with no stockholders or 
investors, Signet has the privilege and 
responsibility to leverage all profits to 
benefit members via higher savings 
rates, lower loan rates and lower fees 
for other services, as well as new 
branches.

A&K Construction was happy to 
serve Signet and see the completion of  
their new facility. They are currently 
working on a variety of  other local 
projects involving commercial and 
office buildings, new construction, 
as well as iIndustrial buildings 
and warehouses. They remained a 
dedicated construction company with 
a passion for delivering value to its 
customers.

A&K Construction completes 
Signet Federal Credit Union 

building in Paducah
would like to thank A&K 

Construction for a job 
well done on our new 

headquarters

Bank where you’re in charge 800-795-2555 signetfcu.com

(877) 495-7322  •  1218 W Broadway, Mayfield, KY

Congratulations to

DDaavviidd  TTaayylloorr
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram

on the new building in Mayfield

WWeesstt  KKYY
RREECCCC

is honored to be the electric
provider for this dealership.
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126 Market Square  |  Paducah, KY  |  42001 |  270.709.9297  |  www.lepajewelry.com

Lepa Jewelry Design Studio & Boutique
“S t y le  Happens  He re ! ” Locally Designed & Handcrafted 

by Kimberly Story

By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today

 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (KT) 

– Attorney General Daniel 
Cameron has joined a 20-state 
coalition in a lawsuit to stop 
the Department of  Homeland 
Security from operating a new 
program which he says would 
unlawfully use immigration 
parole power and allow a surge of  
illegal immigrants to the United 
States.

“Instead of  adopting a thorough 
plan to address the crisis at the 
border, the Biden Administration 
has developed a program 
that would allow hundreds of  
thousands of  immigrants to 
enter the United States illegally,” 
Cameron stated. “This policy 
threatens the safety of  our 
communities, exacerbates the 
opioid crisis and would place 
added strain on Kentucky and 
states across the country.”

In their complaint, the 
attorneys general argue that 
Homeland Security’s program 
is unlawful because it does not 
comply with the limitations 
outlined by Congress for 

the use of  parole power for 
immigration. Congress has set 
clear limitations for this power, 
determining it may only be used 
on a “case-by-case basis for 

urgent humanitarian reasons or 
significant public benefit.”

The DHS’ new “parole” 
program would allow up to 
360,000 residents from Cuba, 

Haiti, Nicaragua and Venezuela 
to illegally immigrate into the 
United States every year.

The Migration Policy 
Institution estimates more than 
35,000 illegal immigrants reside 
in the state of  Kentucky. Sixty 
percent of  them are uninsured, 
and 37% have incomes that are 
below the poverty level.

The section of  the suit dealing 
with Kentucky states if  the policy 
is allowed to take effect:

“Kentucky will be required to 
stretch its scarce resources even 
further under the parole program 
because it will cause an influx 
of  illegal aliens to be released 
into the United States, including 
Kentucky, which increases the 
burden on the Commonwealth’s 
ability to provide critical 
governmental services to its 
citizens.”

Cameron joined the attorneys 
general from Alabama, Alaska, 
Arkansas, Florida, Idaho, Iowa, 
Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, 
Ohio, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas, Utah, West Virginia and 
Wyoming in filing the complaint 
at U.S. District Court in Victoria, 
Texas.

Cameron, 19 attorneys general oppose DHS 
‘immigration parole power’ program

Kentucky Attorney General Daniel Cameron announced Tuesday his participation 
in a lawsuit with 19 other attorneys general opposing the Department of Homeland 
Security’s immigration parole power program. 

Kentucky Today file photo
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Grayson joins Kentucky 
Main Street program

GRAYSON, Ky. (AP) — 
Another small town in 
Kentucky is part of  a state 
initiative to revitalize historic 
downtown areas and foster 
strong economies.

Grayson in Carter County 
has joined the Kentucky Main 
Street program, the Kentucky 
Heritage Council said last 
week in a statement. The 
community of  4,200 residents 
is known as Kentucky’s “Heart 
of  the Parks” and offers a 
variety of  outdoor recreation, 
arts and festivals while it also 
focuses expanding downtown 
revitalization and economic 
development, the statement 
said.

Recent statistics show 
that Kentucky Main 

Street communities have 
reported $60.5 million in 
investment in downtown 
commercial districts as well 
as new businesses and new 
jobs. The program has 24 
communities across the state 
including Paducah, Pikeville, 
Bardstown, Carrollton and 
Williamsburg.

“Kentucky’s historic 
Main Street districts are 
the heart and soul of  our 
communities,” said Tourism, 
Arts and Heritage Cabinet 
Secretary Mike Berry. “We 
are committed to providing 
the necessary support to keep 
Kentucky’s downtowns strong 
and vibrant for business 
owners, workers, residents 
and visitors.”

T & T
CLEANING

270-994-3110

Carpet CareCarpet Care
Construction cleaningConstruction cleaning

SanitizingSanitizing
Emergency ServicesEmergency Services

Food Service sanitationFood Service sanitation
Hard surface floor careHard surface floor care

Light industrialLight industrial
Stripping & Waxing FloorsStripping & Waxing Floors

Pressure washingPressure washing
Restroom sanitationRestroom sanitation
Upholstery cleaningUpholstery cleaning

Window cleaningWindow cleaning

SERVING THE WESTERN 
KENTUCKY AREA
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By Barbara Ortutay 
and Jill Colvin
The Associated Press

Facebook parent Meta said 
Wednesday it will restore former 
President Donald Trump ‘s 
personal account in the coming 
weeks, ending a two-year 
suspension it imposed in the 
wake of  the Jan. 6 insurrection.

The company said in a 
blog post it is adding “new 
guardrails” to ensure there 
are no “repeat offenders” who 
violate its rules, even if  they are 
political candidates or world 
leaders.

“The public should be able 
to hear what their politicians 
are saying — the good, the bad 
and the ugly — so that they can 
make informed choices at the 
ballot box,” wrote Nick Clegg, 
Meta’s vice president of  global 
affairs.

Clegg added that when there 
is a “clear risk” to real-world 
harm, Meta will intervene.

“In the event that Mr. Trump 
posts further violating content, 
the content will be removed, 
and he will be suspended for 
between one month and two 
years, depending on the severity 
of  the violation,” he wrote. 
Facebook suspended Trump on 
Jan. 7, 2021, for praising people 
engaged in violent acts at the 
Capitol a day earlier. But the 
company had resisted earlier 
calls — including from its own 
employees — to remove Trump’s 
account.

Meta said Trump’s accounts 
will be restored “in the coming 
weeks” on both Facebook 
and Instagram. Banned from 
mainstream social media, 
Trump has been relying on 
Truth Social, which he launched 
after being blocked from 
Twitter.

Facebook is not only the 
world’s largest social media site 
but had been a crucial source of  
fundraising revenue for Trump’s 
campaigns, which spent millions 
of  dollars on the company’s 
ads in 2016 and 2020. The move, 
which comes as Trump is 

ramping up his third run for the 
White House, will not only allow 
Trump to communicate directly 
with his 34 million followers — 
dramatically more than the 4.8 
million who currently follow 
him on Truth Social — but 
will also allow him to resume 
direct fundraising. During the 
suspension, his supporters were 
able to raise money for him, but 
couldn’t run ads directly from 
him or in his voice.

Responding to the news, 
Trump blasted Facebook’s 
original decision to suspend his 
account as he praised Truth 

Social.
“FACEBOOK, which has lost 

Billions of  Dollars in value 
since “deplatforming” your 
favorite President, me, has 
just announced that they are 
reinstating my account. Such 
a thing should never again 
happen to a sitting President, 
or anybody else who is not 
deserving of  retribution!” he 
wrote.

Other social media companies, 
including Snapchat, where 
he remains suspended, also 
kicked him off  their platforms 
following the insurrection. 
He was recently reinstated on 
Twitter after Elon Musk took 
over the company. He has not 
tweeted yet.

Civil rights groups and 
others on the left were quick to 
denounce Meta’s move. Letting 
Trump back on Facebook sends 
a signal to other figures with 
large online audiences that they 
may break the rules without 
lasting consequences, said 
Heidi Beirich, founder of  the 
Global Project Against Hate and 
Extremism and a member of  a 
group called the Real Facebook 
Oversight Board that has 
criticized the platform’s efforts.

“I am not surprised but it is a 
disaster,” Beirich said of  Meta’s 
decision. “Facebook created 
loopholes for Trump that he 
went right through. He incited 
an insurrection on Facebook. 
And now he’s back.”

Donald Trump to be allowed back 
on Facebook after 2-year ban

Facebook parent Meta says it will restore former President Donald Trump’s personal account in the 
coming weeks, ending a two-year suspension it imposed in the wake of  the Jan. 6 insurrection

Creative Commons photo

see TRUMP, page nineteen



NAACP President Derrick 
Johnson blasted the decision 
as “a prime example of  putting 
profits above people’s safety” 
and a “grave mistake.”

“It’s quite astonishing that 
one can spew hatred, fuel 
conspiracies, and incite a 
violent insurrection at our 
nation’s Capitol building, and 
Mark Zuckerberg still believes 
that is not enough to remove 
someone from his platforms,” he 
said.

But Jameel Jaffer, executive 
director of  the Knight First 
Amendment Institute at 
Columbia University called 
the reinstatement “the right 
call — not because the former 
president has any right to be 
on the platform but because the 
public has an interest in hearing 
directly from candidates for 
political office.”

The ACLU also called it the 
right move.

“Like it or not, President 
Trump is one of  the country’s 
leading political figures and 
the public has a strong interest 
in hearing his speech. Indeed, 
some of  Trump’s most offensive 
social media posts ended up 
being critical evidence in 
lawsuits filed against him 
and his administration,” said 
Anthony D. Romero, executive 
director of  the American Civil 
Liberties Union. “The biggest 
social media companies are 
central actors when it comes to 
our collective ability to speak — 
and hear the speech of  others — 
online. They should err on the 
side of  allowing a wide range of  
political speech, even when it 
offends.”

Clegg said that in light of  his 
previous violations, Trump now 
faces heightened penalties for 

repeat offenses. Such penalties 
“will apply to other public 
figures whose accounts are 
reinstated from suspensions 
related to civil unrest under our 
updated protocol.”

If  Trump — or anyone else 
— posts material that doesn’t 
violate Facebook’s rules but is 
otherwise harmful and could 
lead to events such as the Jan. 
6 insurrection, Meta says it will 
not remove it but it may limit 
its reach. This includes praising 
the QAnon conspiracy theory 
or trying to delegitimize an 
upcoming election.

While Trump has insisted 
publicly that he has no intention 
of  returning to Twitter, he 
has been discussing doing so 
in recent weeks, according to 
two people familiar with the 
plans who spoke on condition 
of  anonymity to discuss private 
conversations.

Though it has been eclipsed 
culturally by newer rivals like 
TikTok, Facebook remains the 
world’s largest social media site 
and is an incredibly powerful 
political platform, particularly 
among older Americans, who 
are most likely to vote and give 
money to campaigns.

Throughout his tenure as 
president, Trump’s use of  
social media posed a significant 
challenge to major social media 
platforms trying to balance 
the public’s need to hear from 
their elected leaders with 
worries about misinformation, 
harassment and incitement of  
violence.

“In a healthier information 
ecosystem, the decisions of  
a single company would not 
carry such immense political 
significance, and we hope that 
new platforms will emerge to 
challenge the hegemony of  the 
social media giants,” the ACLU’s 
Romero said.
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500 SOUTH 6TH STREET MAYFIELD, KY  42066 
 (270)247-8400

Commercial & P ublic Buildings  
Non-Profits & Churches

Congratulations to the staff at 

David Taylor 
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram 
on the new Mayfield location. 

We are honored to have served as 
the Architect for this dealership.
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The inaugural class of  Leadership 
West Kentucky, a new regional 
leadership development program 
sponsored by the West Kentucky 
Regional Chamber Alliance (WKRCA), 
was recently launched with 30 
participants from throughout west 
Kentucky.   

Members of  Leadership West 
Kentucky live or work in the counties 
represented by the West Kentucky 
Regional Chamber Alliance including 
Ballard, Caldwell, Calloway, Carlisle, 
Christian, Crittenden, Fulton, Graves, 
Hickman, Livingston, Lyon, Marshall, 
McCracken, and Trigg. All 14 counties 
have representation in the program, 
which was created to promote 
regionalism and build a network of  
informed citizens across community 
lines. The outcome desired is to instill 
pride in the region and focus on 
encouraging participants to be active in 
their region and community.    

TVA is the presenting sponsor of  
the program. The Paducah Area 
Chamber of  Commerce serves as 
the administrator for WKRCA and 
is coordinating this new leadership 
program through their Leadership 
Center. Curriculum will include 
leadership development, education on 
issues facing the region, relationship-
building and awareness of  the 
attributes and uniqueness of  each 
county. 

“We hope the first class of  
participants of  Leadership West 
Kentucky will return to their 
communities and companies 
with increased skills, knowledge, 
perspective, and a new regionwide 
professional network,” said Sandra 
Wilson, Paducah Chamber President. 
“These leaders will have the resources 
to be better prepared to be catalysts in 
their companies and communities to 
further the region.”

The class had a two-day orientation 
in Paducah in January and will meet 
monthly through May in locations 
throughout the region. The one-day 
sessions will focus on a featured 
community as well as regional topics 
such as transportation, education, 
economic development, quality of  life, 
advocacy, agriculture, and tourism. In 
February the class will focus on Lyon/
Caldwell counties, in March will meet 

in Murray, in April in Fulton/Hickman 
counties and will graduate at the final 
session to be held in Hopkinsville in 
May.  

Members of  LWK Class #1 include:
Ballard County – Sarah Drysdale, UK 

Cooperative Extension.
Caldwell County – Jay Campbell, 

Fredonia Valley Bank; Joe Pelletier, 
Rogers Group.

Calloway County – Shawn Touney, 
Murray State University.

Carlisle County – Kevyn Dunker, 
GEO Consultants; Jennifer Quillen, 
Graceland Management Services. 

Christian County – Martha Argotte, 
United Southern Bank; Ruth Lynch, 
Retired, Christian Co. Board of  

Education; Josh Ryan, Planters Bank; 
DeeAnna Sova, Hopkinsville/Christian 
Co. Library.

Crittenden County – D’Anna 
Browning, City of  Marion; Tonya 
Driver, Crittenden Co. Board of  
Education 

Fulton County – April Gallimore, 
Fulton Co. Judge’s office; Susan 
Malone, Citizens Bank; Jeremy Martin, 
All Hands Consulting.

Graves County – Crystal Balentine, 
FNB Bank; Terry Bradley, Paducah 
Bank; Nathaniel Cox, KeyBank/City of  
Mayfield.

Hickman County – Justin Jackson, 
Jackson Consulting Firm.

Livingston County – Tyler Coleman, 
Farmers Bank & Trust.

Lyon County – Monica Walker, 

Holiday Hills Resort/Lake Barkley 
Chamber. 

Marshall County – Dana Howard, 
CFSB. 

McCracken County – Kenny Boyd, 
Baptist Health Paducah; Sarah Dallas, 
Paducah Bank; Leslie Heath, Keller 
Williams Realty. 

Trigg County – Scott Sholar, 
Tennessee Valley Authority.

Representing Multiple Counties – 
Betsy Burkeen, United Way of Western 
Kentucky; Stephanie Moss, Child 
Watch; Ryan Tolbert, Atmos Energy; 
Austin Wetherington , U.S. Cong. 
James Comer’s Office. 

For more information about 
Leadership West Kentucky and the 
West Kentucky Regional Chamber 
Alliance, visit wkrca.org

Leadership West Kentucky Class #1 announced

First Row (L to R): Martha Argotte, United Southern Bank; Crystal Balentine, FNB Bank; Kenny Boyd, Baptist Health Paducah; Terry Bradley, 
Paducah Bank; D’Anna Browning, City of Marion; Betsy Burkeen, United Way of Western Kentucky.  Second Row: Jay Campbell, Fredonia 
Valley Bank; Tyler Coleman, Farmers Trust Bank; Nate Cox, KeyBank/City of Mayfield; Sarah Dallas, Paducah Bank; Tonya Driver, Crittenden 
Co. Board of Education; Sarah Drysdale, UK Cooperative Extension.  Third Row: Kevyn Dunker, GEO Consultants; April Gallimore, Fulton Co. 
Judge Executive’s Office; Leslie Heath, Keller Williams Realty; Dana Howard, CFSB, Justin Jackson, Jackson Consulting Firm; Ruth Lynch, 
Retired, Christian Co. Bd of Education.  Fourth Row: Susan Malone, Citizens Bank; Jeremy Martin, All Hands Consulting; Stephanie Moss, 
Child Watch; Joe Pelletier, Rogers Group; Jennifer Quillen, Graceland Management Services; Josh Ryan, Planters Bank.  Fifth Row: Scott 
Sholar, Tennessee Valley Authority; DeeAnna Sova, Hopkinsville/Christian Co. Public Library; Ryan Tolbert, Atmos Energy; Shawn Touney, 
Murray State University; Monica Walker, Holiday Hills Resort/Lake Barkley Chamber; Austin Wetherington, Cong. James Comer’s Office.
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Dredging Project to begin 
in March at Paducah

Equipment and supplies are 
coming into place at the Ohio River 
Boat Launch in Paducah.  Dredge 
America has a three-year contract 
with the city of  Paducah to dredge 
a maximum of  60,000 cubic yards 
of  sediment annually downstream 
from the transient dock.  The Ohio 
River’s navigational channel will 
not be affected by this work. FEMA 
allotted over $3.97 million in federal 
funds for Paducah’s dredging 
project. That amount will cover all 
but 10% of  the project’s total cost.  

WRDA and federal grant 
monies provide for 

upkeep and expansion of  
the Eddyville Port

Approximately 3 acres of  adjacent 
undeveloped land owned by the U.S. 
Army Corps of  Engineers will be 
received by the Eddyville Riverport 
and Industrial Development 
Authority. It is hoped the Eddyville 
port will be able to expand their 
capabilities with the additional land. 
This process is made possible partly 
by the Water Development and 

Resources Act (WRDA) of  2022.
The Eddyville Riverport received 

over $4.9 million grant in October 
to develop property and build an 
inlet to the current port, doubling 
the port’s loading and unloading 
capacity. 

Two other grants were received 
through the Kentucky Riverport 
Improvement program that impact 
Eddyville. One would improve a 
winch system used for loading grain 
on barges and the other allows for a 
2.6-acre laydown yard.

Small shipyards to 
benefit from federal bill
Small shipyards are expected to 

benefit from a federal bill setting 
aside $20 million in funding for 
the Maritime Administration’s 
2023 Small Shipyard Grant 
Program. Yards with less than 
1,200 production employees can 
apply for the grants for ie. capital 
improvements and training or 
workforce development programs. 
The grants cover up to 75 percent of  
project costs.  A Notice of  Funding 
Opportunity for these grants must 
be posted within 15 days of  the 
adoption of  the bill, January 13.  
Grant applications are expected to 

be due around February 27, 2023.

$1.5 million allotted 
for feasibility study at 
former Ohio L&D 52 

property

Metropolis-Massac Port Authority 
executive director Scott Garrett 
anticipates that by the end of  2023 
the former Ohio River Lock & Dam 
52 property will be in the physical 
possession of  the Metropolis – 
Massac Port Authority. A feasibility 
study of  the potential use of  the 
property will then be conducted.  
Possible uses for the site could 
include bulk shipping of  building 
materials or a grain elevator. Not 
a competitor with the Paducah-
McCracken County Riverport 
Authority across the river, it is 
hoped the  port will contribute 
positively to the existing business at 
the Paducah port.

EBDG designs high-
efficience charging barge

A floating mobile platform has 
been designed by Elliott Bay Design 
Group (EBDG) which delivers 7 
megawatts of  power using methanol.  

This charging barge is capable 
of  cold ironing vessels at pier or 
at anchor for up to two weeks 
before refueling and offers a cost-
sensitive high performance way 
to minimize emissions. The barge 
boasts ultra-low emissions, nearly-
silent operation and fast, on-demand 
charging.

NMSAC schedules 
meeting series

A series of  meetings scheduled by 
the The National Maritime Security 
Advisory Committee will take 
place both in person and virtually 
January 24 and 25 in Baton Rouge, 
La. The focus will be to discuss 
various matters that relate to 
national maritime security. One key 
topic is sharing information related 
to cybersecurity risks that could 
cause a transportation security 
incident. 

A deadline of  January 22 has 
been set for submitting written 
contributions for consideration 
during the event. Submit documents 
or written comments to www.
regulations.gov or contact Ryan 
Owens form more information:  
ryan.f.owens@uscg.mil or 202-302-
6565.

River & Barge 
NEWS
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Residential, commercial & irrigation wells

sales • service • well repair

270-247-6658
Alan Burgess • www.burgesswaterwellsinc@gmail.com

95 State Route 131 • Mayfield, KY 

1101 Broadway, Paducah
Contact Us: 

270-534-5556
ResistantRoofing.com

LICENSED  & INSURED

When QUALITY MATTERS

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
OWNED  AND  OPERATED  BY AUDREY  HARPER

FREE  ESTIMATES
SERVICE  AFTER THE SALE 

Without the dedication and hard 
work of  employees, businesses large 
and small would not be successful. 
Recognizing that it takes a team of  
professionals to help their companies 
function optimally, business owners can 
show appreciation to the staff  in various 
ways. This is beneficial to the employees 
themselves, but also to the company 
as a whole. Employees who feel valued 
may be less likely to leave their jobs and 
be more fully engaged and productive. 
This results in reduced downtime and 
removes the need for employers to 
interview and train. 

Employers who want to offer more 
than verbal appreciation to employees 
can explore these ideas.

• Maintain a positive tone. There 
are always problems to be solved in 
business. Rather than focusing on what 
went wrong or what could be fixed, 
lead conversations with recent wins or 
steps in the right direction. An overall 
positive tone can make a difference in 
employee satisfaction.

• Express interest in employees. 
Make time to sit personally with each 
employee over coffee or lunch. Ask 
genuine questions about their personal 
lives and show interest. That helps 
employees feel heard and indicates that 
managers have a vested interest in their 
well-being.

• Offer non-monetary perks. Many 
employers show their appreciation 
through raises or monetary gifts but 
the funds may not be there in tight 

economic times. That doesn’t mean 
there aren’t other perks to explore. 
For example, reward work done well 
or special company milestones with a 
reserved parking spot close to the door, 
an extra paid day off  of  work of  the 
employee’s choosing, or early dismissal.

• Host TGIF gatherings. Make 
Fridays a chance to have a little fun and 
gather together. Use this informal time 
to address employee accomplishments, 
and encourage employees to say 
something of  value to their coworkers. 

• Highlight workers on social 

media. Social media is a significant 
part of  modern business operations. 
Companies can create a Wall of  Fame 
page that puts a weekly spotlight on a 
different employee who is contributing 
in his or her own way to the operations. 
Not only does this improve the morale 
of  the team, it provides the public with 
a glimpse into the positive working 
environment of  the company.

• Cater meals when possible. 
Employers recognize the key seasons of  
the year that are crunch times for their 
particular businesses. Employees may 

have to work harder or put in longer 
hours during this time. Set aside one 
day a week to have lunch or dinner 
catered for the team.

• Host company events. Spending 
time away from the office or the job site 
can provide the break employees need. 
Company retreats or special family 
days help give back to the team in an 
enjoyable way.

Employee appreciation is something 
business owners and managers can 
focus on to keep employees in good 
spirits and maintain high morale.  

How businesses can express 
appreciation for employees
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BOWLING GREEN
Japan-based electric 

vehicle battery factory 
coming to Bowling Green

A new gigafactory is coming to 
Bowling Green. Envision AESC 
which is an electric vehicle battery 
technology company and is Japan-
based, is investing $2 billion for it 
to be established. The plant will 
produce battery cells and modules in 
order to power the electric vehicles. 
They will be new generation battery 
cells with 30% more energy density 
than the current generation. This 
will help reduce charging time 
and create an increased range and 
efficiency for the electric vehicles. 
The plans to power the factory will 
be with 100% renewable energy 
and this will be supplied by on-site 
generation and will be purchased 
from Tennessee Valley Authority 
locally.  

This project will create around 
2,000 new jobs for the area and it also 
represents the largest investment 
amount along with the largest job 
creation and largest facility in the 
city of  bowling greens history. 
It will also be the second-largest 
economic development investment 
in Kentucky’s History. Kentucky 
will be the nation’s top producer of  
electric vehicle batteries due to the 
investment from Envision. 

HENDERSON COUNTY
River View Coal to Build 

30,000 S.F. Facility in 
Henderson County

River View Coal has plans to 
build a 30,000 SF facility on 56 acres 
in Henderson County. They will 
be investing $35 million inorder to 
build it. The plans are for it to be an 
underground coal mining facility. 
This investment will create around 
260 jobs and will have an average 
wage of  $49 per hour and the jobs 
include benefits as well. 

They are currently operating in 
Union County as an underground 
coal mining facility as well but due 
to growing demand the company’s 
executives say the expansion is in 
fact needed. River View is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of  Alliance coal 
which means it is 100% owned by the 
parent company, with no minority 
shareholders. Coal started being 
produced in 2009 and is now the 
largest underground room and pillar 
mine of  its kind in North America. 
At this current moment they employ 
around 780 people within Kentucky. 
The construction process is set 
to start in April of  this year with 
an estimated completion date of  
December 2024.

Pratt Industries Brings 
Two New Businesses to 

Henderson
There is a new paper mill coming 

to Henderson and construction is 
already underway. Pratt Industries 
is building two different facilities; 
the paper mill that is currently being 

built and a box factory that will 
begin no later than 18 months after 
the mill opens. The box factory will 
utilize paper sourced from the new 
mill and will produce things such 
as; corrugated sheets and boxes like 
pizza boxes along with packaging 
for major distributors and big box 
stores. 

This is a 500 million dollar 
project and it represents the largest 
economic development investment 
within the area for more than 25 
years. Between the two facilities, 
over 300 jobs will be created. The 
paper mill will be 650,000 square feet 
and the box factory will be 700,000 
square feet. The paper mill will 
also be the world’s most advanced, 
environmentally friendly, 100% 
recycled paper mill and that was 
coming from the company’s owner 
and executive chairman Anthony 
Pratt. The plans for the paper mill is 
to have it operational by Fall 2023 and 
so far it looks like that will stay true 
as the are right on schedule. 

HOPKINSVILLE/ETOWN
Two companies to build 
EV battery component 

plants within Kentucky
There have been two separate 

companies that have announced 
their plans to build electric vehicle 
battery component plants in KY. 
One is Massachusetts based Ascend 
Elements and the other one is 
LOTTE Aluminum Materials USA. 
Between the two over 370 jobs will be 

created along with hundreds more in 
the future. These two companies will 
help solidify Kentucky’s reputation 
for the national leader in the growing 
EV market. 

Ascend Elements will be investing 
310 million dollars in order to build 
a facility that is 450,000 square feet. 
It will be built on 140 acres in the 
Hopkinsville area. This location will 
be known as Apex 1 and will house 
the company’s hydro precursor 
synthesis manufacturing system that 
generates no toxic waste along with 
minimal carbon emissions. It was 
said that this is just the first phase 
of  many and that there is a potential 
for the investment to increase to $1 
billion with a total of  400 full time 
jobs. This plant is expected to be up 
and operational by 2024.  

Lotte Aluminum Materials USA 
has plans to build an aluminum foil 
facility in Elizabethtown. It will be a 
238.7 million dollar facility that will 
be creating 122 full time jobs. They 
are joining with Lotte Aluminum 
and will produce 36,000 tons of  
cathode foil. Cathode foil is ultra 
thin that is a core material used in 
EV batteries and it is one of  four 
major components for lithium-ion 
batteries. Demand for the material 
is anticipated to increase by around 
32% annually by 2023 and that was 
per the company leaders. It will 
be located on 40 acres in the T.J. 
Patterson industrial park and it 
will also be the first aluminum foil 
facility that will be located in the US. 
Its expected operational date is in 
2025. 
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in a troubled world

VICTORIOUSLivingLiving
By Teresa LeNeave 

Many years ago, something 
died in me. I didn’t know when it 
happened, but I knew it happened. 
I had a routine. I did the same thing 
every morning. I would get up early, 
go outside on my swing, pray, read 
the Bible and meditate on God. 

Somewhere along the way, even 
in my dedication, something died in 
me.

Looking back, I can see when 
hope started dying, but at the time 
I wasn’t aware of  it. Our mind has 
two tracks. We can speak out loud 
while the other voice in your mind 
quietly says something else. It 
went something like this: I would 
be praying about this particular 
situation and “the voice” in the 
background of  my mind would 
say, “That’s not going to happen.” 
Or, I would be reading the Bible 
and a voice would say, “That’s not 
true, because it’s never happened 
for you.” Or, I would be studying 
to teach and something would say, 
“Don’t teach that because you know 
it hasn’t happened for you.”

The truth is, it hadn’t happened 
and eventually, I guess I believed 
“the voice” that kept telling me it 
would never happen. I distinctly 
remember the day when I knew I 
had lost all hope of  God answering 
this prayer. I was sitting in 
my swing looking out over the 
backyard, my flowers and a lush, 
beautiful woods. It was a bright, 
sunny morning, but I didn’t feel 
like it was. My heart was heavy and 

I felt lifeless and alone. A gentle 
wind was blowing and as I watched 
the fluttering of  green leaves, I 
remember thinking, “This is it. This 
is all there is. I’ve prayed for years 
and year, but it hasn’t changed. I 
guess it never will.” I felt so alone. I 
felt like God was miles from me and 
certainly not listening. I didn’t want 
to talk about it. I didn’t want to pray 
about it. In fact, for days, instead of  
praying, I mostly sat on the swing in 
deep thought. 

Sometimes, I just sat there with 
no thought at all. I just sat. This 
went on for weeks. No one around 
me, my family included, seemed to 
know what I was going through. The 
best way I can describe my inner 
feeling is, a deep emptiness. I simply 
felt like an empty vase or vessel. 
Especially, when I prayed, I felt 
lifeless inside. It wasn’t that I didn’t 
believe any longer, because I did. 
I even started praying again, but I 
subconsciously avoided praying for 

things I knew wasn’t going to be 
answered anyway. The Bible says, 
“Hope deferred makes the heart 
sick.” 

That’s where I was ... sick in 
spirit, and didn’t know it.

I read that verse and knew I had 
to do something about my empty 
filling. I had to get hope back, but I 
wanted to wallow in self-pity. I could 
have let lifelessness and depression 
become a pit, but something in me 
knew I had to hang on to God’s 
promises. I no longer read certain 
things in the Bible or thought about 
what I had been praying about for 
years. It was easier to ignore it 
than to fight it. Instead, I read more 
“comfortable” things in the Bible 
and avoided the things that were 
never answered for me.

I remember asking God to restore 
my joy, my hope and my faith. 
Eventually, it all came back... 
including hope, but I can tell you 
it wasn’t a quick, easy, or painless 

process. Those of  you who have 
been depressed know exactly what 
I’m talking about. 

Even when I was going through 
the toughest times, I would force 
myself  to read at least one Bible 
verse a day. Most of  the time, I had 
to force myself  to pray, because I 
didn’t think my prayers were being 
heard anyway. Most of  my prayers 
were “on the go” prayers. Praying 
in the car, at a movie, at work...
but at least, I kept praying. In time, 
my persistence and God’s mercy 
won the battle. In the end, I can 
honestly tell you the experience 
increased my faith in God. I learned 
He really will bring you through 
victorious on the other side. There 
is no place God can’t go. When it 
feels like all hope is gone, it really 
isn’t. You can, and will, be the head 
and not the tail if  you continue in 
His Word. Sometimes we go through 
things to force us to move forward. 
Sometimes it takes devastation to 
move us out of  our “comfort” zone 
and into a higher realm. During 
that time, I realized unanswered 
prayer is really not unanswered. It 
is God’s divine wisdom to withhold 
something to give us something 
even better. He can’t give us 
anything better when we hold so 
tightly to what we think we want 
“right now”. Now the GOD OF 
HOPE fill you with all joy and peace 
in believing, that ye may abound in 
hope, through the power of  the Holy 
Ghost (Rom 15:13). There is no place 
God can’t go.

The God of Hope....no place God can’t go
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Agri News

By Jordan Strickler

Lexington, Ky.— Webster 
County grain farmers Bruce 
and Jeremy Benson have been 
named the 2023 University 
of  Kentucky Wheat Science 
Group’s Service Award 
recipients. Group members 
give the award during their 
annual winter meeting to 
honor producers and industry 
representatives for their 
research collaborations and 
support.   

Bruce Benson won the 
Kentucky Wheat Production 
Contest in 2003 and 2004, 
prompting Bill Bruening, 
research specialist with the 
UK College of  Agriculture, 
Food and Environment 
Department of  Plant and Soil 
Science, to contact him in 2005 
about hosting a UK wheat 
variety trial on Benson’s farm. 
This marked the start of  a 
long and fruitful relationship 
between the UK wheat 
research community and 
Benson Farms. 

“The Bensons’ collaborated 
with the UK Wheat Variety 
Trial Program, hosting 
research trials for the years 
2005-2008 and 2019-present,” 
Bruening said. “They have 
gone out of  their way to 
accommodate our research 

needs and put forth a 
remarkable effort to ensure 
the successful management of  

these trials.” 
In addition to wheat, the 

father-son duo raise cattle. 

The Bensons spoke highly of  
wheat as a forage crop and 
demonstrated their wheat 
forage harvesting operation 
to Bruening, which resulted 
in establishing the UK Wheat 
Variety Forage Trial in 2006. 

The ongoing forage trial 
is the largest wheat variety 
forage trial in the United 
States. The trial demonstrates 
that forage yield potential 
significantly varies between 
wheat varieties, and the 
results of  the experiments 
enable growers across the 
nation with both grain 
and livestock production 
operations to choose varieties 
with high grain and forage 
yield potential. 

“Growers from the Ohio 
Valley Region have similar soil 
types and benefit from data 
collected from their farm,” 
Bruening said. “Research 
trials require precise chemical 
and fertilizer applications and 
the Bensons do a remarkable 
job hitting the trial’s 
predetermined tramlines 
precisely in the center every 
year. We have never lost any 
plot due to over or under-spray 
applications and always feel 
good about releasing quality 
data from this location to the 
public.”

Bruce and Jeremy Benson 
receive UK Wheat Service Award
Webster County grain farmers Bruce and Jeremy Benson have been named the 
2023 University of  Kentucky Wheat Science Group’s Service Award recipients.

Webster County grain farmers Jeremy (left) and Bruce (right) Benson have been 
named the 2023 University of Kentucky Wheat Science Group’s Service Award 
recipients. 

Photo provided by Bill Bruening
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Kentucky Auctioneers Association Convention
An action-packed weekend 

in Lexington for the 2023 
Kentucky Auctioneers 
Association Convention 
produced a couple of  winners 

from Western Kentucky. Kevin 
Herron competed in the pro 
bid calling contest and placed 
in the top 5 in Kentucky;  
Herron Auction also won a 

marketing award, and my 
Kevin’s good friend, Josh Abner 
of  Atlas Auction and Real 
Estate in Cadiz, won Kentucky 
Auctioneer of  the year.

Reserve your space today for the next  Western Kentucky Business Journal
Phone: 270-442-7389  •  www.ky-news.com

Josh Abner and Kevin Herron at the Auctioneer Convention Kevin Herron in the Auction competition

ADVERTISING SALES 
POSITIONS OPEN

Call Greg LeNeave at 270-442-7389 
or SEND RESUME TO: 

GREG007@KY-NEWS.COM



By Alexa Black Tabor

The Bee Barn is proudly a family 
owned business that is still creating 
“buzz” in Paducah, Kentucky 
as one of  the only resources for 
getting beekeeping supplies. Since 
2012, they have been expanding 
and consistently serving the 
requirements of  beekeepers in the 
surrounding counties and tri-state 
area. Their product list is currently 
honey containers, protective gear, 
medications, mite treatments, package 
bees and a variety more. They also 
offer pure, creamed and flavored 
honey at their store, though it can 
be found throughout various other 
establishments throughout Paducah. 
Additionally, they have created a 
customized beeswax lip balm and 
other items that wax can be utilized 
and forged into. 

Businesses such as The Bee Barn 
are of  vast importance. The USDA’s 
Agricultural Research Service 
(ARS) Bee Research Lab even helps 
maintain colonies of  bees, keeping 

them strong and healthy enough 
to pollinate the multitude of  crops 
and landscapes. Beehives, whether 
natural or cultivated by a beekeeper, 
are one of  the most important 
elements in pollinating crops, gardens 
countrywide, including $15 billion 
worth of  crops in the United States 
yearly. This list includes well over 100 
varieties of  nuts, fruits and vegetables, 
and according to the USDA-National 
Agricultural Statistics Service, are 
worth an estimated $3.2 billion. 

It’s no secret, however, that 
beekeepers have steadily lost 
colonies since the 1940s, decreasing 
from 6 million to around 2.5 million 
currently. The act of  beekeeping is 
highly encouraged now as a result 
of  the great benefits. While many 
start beekeeping as a hobby or to 
study their fascinating habits of  
making honey, the advantages are 
unmistakable - production of  honey 
from 25 to 300 lbs, frequent pollination, 
and helping bees while simultaneously 
helping the environment. Much like 
The Bee Barn, it can also be not only 

a satisfying venture but also lucrative. 
While interest in beekeeping is on the 
rise in rural areas, such businesses 
are becoming ever more important. 

Chuck Collins is the founder and 
current owner of  The Bee Barn, 
increasingly successful. He was 
formerly a senior executive in the 
utility service industry with over 

25 years of  experience. Beekeepers 
within the region are grateful for the 
convenience of  this family owned 
business, as one of  the few providers 
of  ample and essential beekeeping 
equipment. 

They are located at 4445 Clinton Rd, 
Paducah, KY 42001 and their website is 
www.beebarnshop.com
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The Bee Barn is all the buzz
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(800) 851-3810

Purchasing a farm tag 
benefits local students

In Livingston County, 39.5% 
of  folks that purchase a farm 
tag make the donation. If  100% 
of  our community made the 
donation it would generate 
$6450 for the Livingston County 
Middle School and Livingston 
Central High School Ag Ed 
Programs as well as the 
Livingston County 4-H.

Kentucky motorists who buy 
or renew farm vehicle license 
plates, or “ag tags,” may make 
a voluntary donation of  up to 
$10 to the Ag Tag Fund. Half  
of  the 4-H and FFA funds go 
back to the county where the 

tag is purchased, where both 
organizations use the funds to 
support local programming, 
awards, and scholarships.

The Kentucky FFA Foundation 
cultivates partnerships which 
support the FFA vision to grow 
leaders, build communities, 
and strengthen agriculture. 
Kentucky FFA Foundation 
initiatives impact over 20,000 
FFA members in 164 FFA 
chapters across Kentucky. 
Learn more about how you 
can support the mission of  the 
Kentucky FFA Foundation at 
kyffa.org/ways-to-give.

YOUR  DONATIONYOUR  DONATION
GIVE $10 WITH EACH AG TAG

YOUR  COMMUNITY
HALF OF THE FUNDS FOR 4-H AND FFA COME BACK TO YOUR 

LOCAL CLUBS AND CHAPTERS IN YOUR COUNTY.

OUR LEADERS
SUPPORT STATEWIDE PROGRAMS IMPACTING 274,000 

STUDENTS ENROLLED IN 4-H, FFA AND 
KY PROUD MEMBERS.

BY MAKING A $10 DONATION WITH YOUR AG 

TAG, YOU ARE CHOOSING TO INVEST DIRECTLY 

INTO THE FUTURE OF KENTUCKY AGRICULTURE. 

DONATIONS ARE DIVIDED EQUALLY BETWEEN 

FFA, 4-H AND KENTUCKY PROUD WITH HALF 

GOING DIRECTLY BACK TO YOUR COUNTY. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

Public Service Announcement
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WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — 
The 2023 Ag Women Engage 
Conference (formerly known as 
the Midwest Women in Agriculture 
Conference) begins on Feb. 22 at 
the new Terre Haute Convention 
Center. The conference includes 
two days of  guest speakers, 
networking opportunities and 
breakout sessions addressing 
personal, family and farm issues 
affecting women, families and farm 
businesses.

Brenda Mack, a fourth-
generation small crop producer 
and associate professor in the 
Department of  Social Work at 
Bemidji State University, will 
present a keynote session on 
building and strengthening 
resiliency for those in agriculture.

Educational sessions throughout 
the two days will cover farm 

succession planning, marketing, 
new technologies, financial 
strategies, mental health resources, 
home food vendor guidelines and 
more.

“The Ag Women Engage 
Conference continues the 
networking and professional 
development tradition set by the 
Midwest Women in Agriculture 
Conference. It’s a new name, but 
the same fantastic education 
and conversations will be taking 
place,” said Elysia Rodgers, 
Purdue Extension – Dekalb County 
director, agriculture and natural 
resources educator, and conference 
organizer.

Youth in grades eight through 
12 and undergraduates are invited 
to attend the Young Ladies in 

Registration opens for Ag 
Women Engage conference

see CONFERENCE, page thirty
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Craig Cohron
270-202-9346
ccohron@hotmail.com

Call to make an 
appointment today!

800-801-3596

Agriculture Forum, taking place in 
tandem with the AWE Conference 
on Feb. 22 from 1-8 p.m. ET. Topics 
include financial strategies, 
building a strong resume and 
networking in the agriculture 
industry.

A pre-conference session, 
“Becoming the Employer of  
Choice,” is scheduled for Feb. 21 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. ET. The 
human resource management 
curriculum is geared for farm 
managers and owners looking to 
improve their human resource 
management skills.

The cost for the pre-conference 
session is $50. Conference 
registration is $125. Register by 
February 10 online. The Young 
Ladies in Agriculture Forum cost 
is $20, with registration online. 
For accommodation or more 
information, contact Rodgers at 
260-925-2562 or eberry@purdue.edu.

CONFERENCE
continued from page 29

Farmers 
Quarterly 
National Farm 

Machinery Show 
edition Coming 

Feb. 10th!!

Contact us today 
about advertising!

KPi neWsPaPer GrouP
1540 McCracken Blvd.

Paducah, KY 42001
Phone: 270-442-7389

 www.ky-news.com
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TRACTORS - COMBINES - CORN & GRAIN HEADS - TRUCKS - CONSIGNMENT 
SALE TRAILERS - PLANTERS - INDUSTRIAL EQ - CONSTRUCTION EQ

www.roederauctioncompany.com

2002 JOHN DEERE 8320
Serial Number: RW8320P005071

9,300 Hrs, 16 Speed Powershift, MFWD

$79,500

2017 CASE IH MAXXUM 150 
Serial Number: ZHEE11600

1,380 Hrs, MFWD, C/H/A, Loader w/bucket

$115,000

2014 JOHN DEERE 4730
Serial Number: 1N04730XCD0028561

Sprayer, 3296 Hrs, 90’ Boom, 20” Plmbg.

$115,000

2007 JOHN DEERE 630F
Serial Number: H00630F720913

Flex Platform, 30 Ft. Cutting Width

$8,500

2014 JOHN DEERE 612C
Serial Number: 1H00612CEDX765404
12 Row, Knife Rolls, Hydr Deck Plates

$39,500

2013 JOHN DEERE S680
Serial Number: 1H0S680SEC0755216

2,859 Hrs, Combine, 4 WD, 2859/2069 Hrs.

$119,500

2018 JOHN DEERE 6155M
Serial Number: 1L06155MCJG911701

MFWD, C/H/A, Loader w/bucket

$148,500

2014 CASE IH 4412
Serial Number: YDH620076

Corn head, Chopping

$39,500

2014 JOHN DEERE S660
Serial Number: 1H0S660SLE0765426

Combine, 4 WD, 3687/2633 Hrs.

$117,500

2019 JOHN DEERE 745FD
Stock Number: 1H0745FDEK0805257

Flex Draper Platform, 45 Ft. Cutting Width

$87,500

2008 JOHN DEERE 8430
Serial Number: RW8430D028659

MFWD, C/H/A, 13,062 Hrs, 1000 PTO

$69,500

2004 JOHN DEERE 9660 STS
Serial Number: H09660S706546
Combine, 4 WD, 4260/2748 Hrs.

$37,500

2011 JOHN DEERE 8235R
Serial Number: 1RW8235RTBP041456

4870 Hrs, MFWD, C/H/A, Case Drain

$139,500

SUNFLOWER 1433
Serial Number: 1821

32’ Disk, 9” Spacing, 32 Ft. Working Width

$16,500

2016 JOHN DEERE 8320R
Serial Number: 1RW8320RGPG113506

2,686 Hrs, Front Duals, 1000 PTO

$237,500

UPCOMING 
AUCTIONS
February 24, 2023

April 28, 2023
July 28, 2023

December 15, 2023
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Delbert Roeder - Broker - AHO#4090
Cal Kaufman - Auctioneer - Lic.#NP6114

Brent Schmidgail - Auctioneer

(270) 881-2610  DELBERT ROEDER
Randy Yarbro - 731-394-8563  •  Adam Roeder - 270-348-1346

KUHN KRAUSE 4400-30D, SN 
2541,  .................................... $18,500

AUCTION
CONSIGNMENT SALE

1010 Skyline Dr - Hopkinsville, KY 42240

LOCATION: 1010 Skyline Dr - Hopkinsville, KY 42240
(Former Roeder Implement Lot)

TRACTORS - COMBINES - CORN & GRAIN HEADS - TRUCKS
TRAILERS - PLANTERS - INDUSTRIAL EQ - CONSTRUCTION EQ

100’S OF ITEMS ON SALE DAY

1994 JOHN DEERE 750, SN 
N00750X011228,  ................$17,500

CASE IH MD93 Disc Mower, Stock 
Number 1807 ........................ $7,500

KUHN SR110 Hay Rack, Stock 
Number 1809 ,  ................ $5,500

QUALITY PRE-OWNED FARM EQUIPMENT - READY FOR YOUR FARM! CALL US!

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 24TH


