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UPCOMING AUCTIONS

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
Saturday, Sept. 9th

10:00 AM
2238 St. Rt. 125

Hickman, KY
Mr. Van Ellingburg

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
Saturday, Sept. 30th

10:00 AM
5497 Bandana Rd.

Kevi, KY
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Meunier

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
Saturday, Sept. 23rd

10:00 AM
517 Catlett St.
Hickman, KY

Gerald Harris Estate

By Tom Ward
WKYBJ Writer

HENDERSON - Kentucky and 
Indiana have jointly applied for 
a federal grant of  $632.3 million 
for the Interstate 69 Ohio River 
Crossing project. The project’s 
goal is to establish a connection 
between Henderson, Kentucky, 
and Evansville, Indiana. In the 
event of  grant approval, the 
two states have committed to 
contributing $513.7 million from 
alternate funding sources. Both 
states have already allocated $265 
million for environmental studies 
and the initial construction phase 
in Henderson.

Governor Beshear of  

Kentucky, Indiana jointly applies
for $632.3 million in grants to

build I-69 River Crossing Project

By Alexa Tabor
WKYBJ Writer

Ready to further 
advancements of  building a 
riverport for the Ohio and 
Mississippi River convergence, 
there has been a recommended 
$300,000 state grant proposed for 

Western KY Port 
Project expected 
to move forward 

with help of dollar- 
for-dollar grant

see  PORT,  page five
i69ohiorivercrossing.com photo
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TAMPA, FL – Jennifer Stein Real 
Estate, Inc. (Listing Broker) and 
Leisure Investment Properties Group 
(Co-Broker) is pleased to exclusively 
offer for purchase Kuttawa Harbor 
Marina (also referred  to as “HU-B’s 
at Kuttawa Harbor”) serving the 
Paducah, KY area market, including 
Calvert City, Kuttawa, Eddyville, and 
the Land Between the Lakes National 
Recreational area.  The Marina is 
90 minutes from Evansville, IN; 
70 Minutes from Ft. Campbell and 
Clarksville, TN; and 100 Minutes 
from Nashville. This recreational 
area serves visitors from across the 
country who visit for long or short 
vacations. The entire property is 
leased from the Corp of  Engineers 
totaling 23.98 acres of  which 16.83 
acres are wet. This is a prime jewel 
marina on the Lake Barkley and 
Kentucky Lake chain of  lakes.

• Offered at $8,300,000
• Centrally Located in the Land 

Between the Lakes National 
Recreational Area

• Central to several metro areas 
within an easy driving distance.

• Excellent Occupancy History.
• Family Owned and Operated 

Since 2011
• Meticulously Maintained with the 

Personal Touch.
About Leisure Investment 

Properties Group
The Leisure Investment Properties 

Group has become the renowned 
industry leader in golf  course and 
marina sales nationwide. The group 
has sold over 190 golf  courses, 
marinas and other leisure - oriented 
properties in the last few years, 
utilizing its powerful platform and 
proactive marketing techniques. 
Our management team has over 150 
years of  experience in arranging the 
sale of  golf  courses, marinas and 
other commercial real estate. For 
more information please visit: www.
leisurepropertiesgroup.com

Kuttawa Harbor 
Marina on the market
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(337) 905-1170

Full Service Rental/Bareboat Rental
www.gcseservices.com > Rental Tab

TRUCKABLE
TUGS
600 HP
Twin Screw
Truckable
Sleeping Quarters
4” Draft

350 HP
Twin Screw
Truckable
3.5” Draft

No Licensed 
Captain Required!

314-968-0001  •  270-556-7734

.

.

licensed in 
Kentucky & Tennessee

Residential, commercial & irrigation wells

sales • service • well repair

270-247-6658
Alan Burgess • www.burgesswaterwellsinc@gmail.com

95 State Route 131 • Mayfield, KY 

the Western Kentucky Riverport 
Authority. The authority board 
over the port has a 69 acre public 
and private agreement at the 
lower Mississippi Mile. There is 
2,000 feet of  riverfront, and the 
site is upstream from the location 
where Mayfield Creek flows 
directly into the Mississippi. 

Though the project is still in 
development, there are plans for 
a potential in-stream port built 
along 19 acres, which will then 
be divided into a 5 acre segment 
and 12 acre segment. Developers 
initiating the plan state that they 
have worked in tandem with 
river industry businesses to get a 
better grasp on how the property 
could be potentially used. They 

also want to ensure that in the 
erection of  this project, there 
is no interference with nearby 
businesses and properties. 

Chairman of  the riverport 
authority board David Rambo 
notified that the site was 
recommended by a selection 
group to possibly receive the 
$300,000 KDPI grant. The grant 
will require a dollar-for-dollar 
match, where the project 
developers will have to put in 
the same amount of  money 
as received. The board is also 
approaching other investors, 
which includes private investors 
and surrounding counties’ 
economic departments. This 
grant is expected to aid with 
environmental studies, especially 
since Kentucky’s historic 
preservation officials have 
specified that there are ruins of  
Fort Jefferson. 

PORT
continued from page 1
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 INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 30 UNDER 40 

Under 40 Stars!

“To me, business isn’t about wearing suits or pleasing stockholders. 
It’s about being true to yourself, your ideas and focusing on the essentials.”

--RichaRd BRanson
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• Sales & Service of
  Fire Extinguishers

• Fire Suppression 
  Systems

• Employee Fire  
  Training Programs

• Fire Alarm
   Systems

• Emergency
   Lighting

• Certified
   Technicians

1-800-348-9604 H (270) 554-3473 H FAX (270) 443-8652
1333 N. 8th Street H Paducah, KY 42001 H www.firstlinefire.com

By Teresa Pearson
WKYBJ Writer

Since around 1988 local 
elected officials and economic 
development leaders have been 
trying to locate a functional 
logistics riverport at Wickliffe, 
where the Ohio and Mississippi 
Rivers meet.

In May, Ballard County Judge 
Executive Todd Cooper and EDC 
Director and WKRRA Project 
Manager, Hannah Chretien, along 
with engineering partners, HDR 
Engineering and GEO Consultants, 
made a trip to Frankfort to 
advocate for the Riverport 
Development project in Wickliffe. 

They met with Kentucky 
Heritage Council and the Cabinet 
for Economic Development. 
“Our goal was to seek approval 
to proceed and to update the 

officials on progress being made 
at the proposed Riverport logistics 
operation,” said Judge/Ex. Cooper.

Project Manager, Hannah 
Chretien, has worked very 
hard over the last four years 
and landed several local, state, 
private and federal grants 
for the project.  Chretien had 
submitted a PDIP grant to the 
federal DOT for $8,925,000 for 
the Riverport development. 
However, the grant has a 10% 
matching fund requirement. 

Chretien says they received 
notification on Wednesday, May 
24 that KU (Kentucky Utilities) 
will be awarding a portion 
of  the matching funds and 
the KY Cabinet for Economic 
Development granted $300,000 
towards the matching funds for the 
Riverport in March 2023. 

“The meetings were very 
positive and we know with 100% 
certainty the issues that have 
been discovered are able to be 
navigated, and its full steam 

ahead. We have alot of  momentum 
and we are excited about the 
potential to bring new business, 
industry and jobs to the region,” 
Cooper said.

In July, The West Kentucky 
Regional Riverport Authority (the 
transportation group of  the four-
county economic development 
coalition known as West Kentucky 
Alliance for A Vibrant Economy, 
aka WAVE) made an advocacy trip 
to Washington DC.

The entire WKRRA team was 
unable to make it to the trip, but 
the board members are as follows: 
Judge/Exec. Todd Cooper, Judge/
Exec. Greg Terry, David Rambo, 
Judge/Exec. Kenny Wilson, Bruce 
Kimbell, David Gallagher, and 
Wade Adams.

The meetings have been succeful 
and hold very promising news for 
the Wickliffe Riverport Project.

Wickliffe Riverport project moving forward
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#1 Riverview Avenue  l  Sauget, Illinois 62201  •  P: 618.875.1153  l  F: 618.875.1505
matt.thomas@eaglemarineindustries.com

A Better Deck Barge At A Cheaper Price!

A NEW CONCEPT FOR AN OLD DESIGNA NEW CONCEPT FOR AN OLD DESIGNA NEW CONCEPT FOR AN OLD DESIGN
New construction of deck, crane, spud, dock and 
other specialty inland and ABS classed unrestricted 
service barges. Stock design or custom design for 
your unique job requirements.

• Increased safety and stability
• Increased life expectancy and use
• Decreased construction cost
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Jeff Gundlach: 314.791.5902 • 800.845.9180 (toll free)

Taylor Dickerson is the new 
Executive President of  Project 
Management for Women in 
Maritime Operations.

Taylor is responsible for managing 

the portfolio of  executive level 
projects. She holds a Masters of  
Business Administration in Finance 
and Energy from Tulane University 
and a Bachelors of  Business.

WIMOs new National President

3225 Coleman Road
Coleman Park Plaza
Paducah, KY 42001

(270) 442-2100

www.century21servicerealty.com

1401 N Gum Springs, Paducah
$449,900

10.7 Acres

1500 Spring Hill Court, Murray
$799,999

4 beds • 4 baths • 2 half baths

287 Enix Drive, Murray
$550,000

4 beds • 3 baths • 1 half baths
3415 Jefferson Street, Paducah

$730,000
5 beds • 4 baths • 1 half baths

Check Out These Listings!!

1386 Boatwright Trail
$450,000

6 beds • 3 baths

Price 
Reduced!

Check out our website for more details!

3230 Coleman Road, Paducah
$3,500,000

Approx. 10.58 acres
Exceptional Commercial Property.
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What makes home buying a great 
experience isn’t the perfect home. 

It’s finding the perfect bank. A 
bank with lenders who know 

the neighborhood and offer the 
resources that help you know your 

way around lending.

MORTGAGE
L E N D I N G

LET BETH 
SHOW YOU 

THE BEST WAY 
HOME

APPLY ONLINE AT 
GROWWITHFNB.COM/BETH

BETH HOOD 
MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER
NMLS #1555785 • 270-558-0320  
beth.hood@growwithfnb.com

By Teresa Pearson
WKYBJ Writer

The Hickman-Fulton County 
Riverport has recently requested 
a PIDP Grant for $3.3 million. This 
riverport is the only Kentucky 
riverport currently operating on 
the Mississippi River and supports 
one of  the Midwest’s major grain 
producing areas. Its grain handling 
conveyor system is used to load 
grain from the storage and handling 
facility directly to barge. This 
location enables the riverport to 
offer distinct advantages to shippers 
for imports along the Mississippi 
River. The vision of  the Hickman-
Fulton County Riverport Authority 
is to be a leader in commercial and 
industrial development focusing 
on the retention and attraction 
of  businesses and jobs and to be 
a catalyst for future development 
and regional growth related to the 
marine transportation industry. 
The requested capital includes the 
following improvements: 

• Replaces the more than 
30-year-old port owned conveyor 
system that is operated at or near 
maximum capacity speeds 24 hours 
per day between August and April 
annually to accommodate harvest 
requirements. The conveyor system 
is a public asset owned by the 
Riverport. Cargill Corporation is the 
current primary user of  this facility. 

• Makes high priority repairs to 
Mooring Cell 6 that are required due 
to severe corrosion and settlement. 

• Increases capacity while 
improving safety and efficiency by 
upgrading the conveyor system from 
a 30-inch to a 48-inch system to meet 
rising demand and ensure reliability. 
The proposed grain conveyor 
upgrade Project will increase the 
amount of  grain loaded on barge per 
hour by 160 percent. 

The current conveyor system 
handles 12,000 bushels of  grain 
per hour. The plan is to upgrade 
the conveyor system increasing 
the grain loading capacity to 20,000 
bushels of  grain per hour.

Conveyor Upgrade and 
Replacement Project 

at Hickman Riverport

Kentucky emphasized the 
significance of  the project for 
regional connectivity, safety, 
and economic competitiveness. 
The application for funding has 
been channeled through the 
Multimodal Discretionary Grant 
Program, which was introduced 
as part of  the 2021 Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law. The 
project’s anticipated completion 
date in 2031 could potentially 
be expedited if  the federal 
grant is secured. The Indiana 
Department of  Transportation 

(INDOT) projects a daily vehicle 
crossing of  over 50,000 vehicles 
by 2045, and the proposed I-69 
bridge will be constructed to 
meet contemporary interstate 
standards.

The project has implications 
beyond the local region. Upon 
completion, it is poised to bridge 
a significant gap in the I-69 
corridor, offering benefits for 
national and international trade. 
The project’s future hinges on the 
outcome of  the grant application, 
which will ultimately determine 
its progress and potential 
contributions to the region’s 
transportation network and 
growth.

GRANT
continued from page 1



10 - Western KentucKy Business Journal - august 2023 WWW.KY-NEWS.COM

800.806.3395  |   RITCHASON.COM |  7538 LINWOOD RD, LEBANON, TN 37090

T U R N I N G  M A C H I N E R Y
I N T O  M O N E Y  S I N C E  1 9 8 9

Commit your equipment before August 20th

to be featured in our auction brochure! 
Consignment Deadline: September 11th

www.ritchason.com
615.444.5464

IMPORTANT DATESBID ONLINE WITH PROXIBID OR EQUIPMENT FACTS

H   CONSIGN NOW H

NEXT AUCTION: September 16th  ★  12:00 PM

Now Accepting Consignments until September 9th

Live Onsite Auction with Online Bidding
Heavy Machinery, Farm Equipment, Trucks, Trailers & Implements

2003 Peterbilt 330 Single Axle Flatbed Truck 1995 Kenworth T600 Tandem Axle Truck Tractor John Deere 6310 Farm Tractor

2008 Kubota M108X Tractor 2019 Peterbilt 389 Truck Tractor 2022 Ram 5500 SLT Hot Shot Truck

800.806.3395  |   RITCHASON.COM |  7538 LINWOOD RD, LEBANON, TN 37090

T U R N I N G  M A C H I N E R Y
I N T O  M O N E Y  S I N C E  1 9 8 9

Commit your equipment before August 20th

to be featured in our auction brochure! 
Consignment Deadline: September 11th

www.ritchason.com
615.444.5464

IMPORTANT DATESBID ONLINE WITH PROXIBID OR EQUIPMENT FACTS

H   CONSIGN NOW H
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Olmstead 
Locks & Dam 

celebrates 
five years

see  CELEBRATES, page twelve

By Teresa Pearson
WKYBJ Writer

 The Olmsted Locks and Dam, 
a $3 billion project that began 
three decades ago and took more 
than 45 million labor hours to 
complete, held a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony in Olmsted, IL in 
August 2018. It is located near 
Olmsted, IL, near Ohio River Mile 
964.4.

The goal of  the project was to 
create a locks and dam system 
that would replace the failing 
Locks and Dam 52 system 



downriver from Paducah, KY and 
system 53. The Olmsted Locks 
and Dam had to be built to ensure 
reliable navigation. The project 
was intended to reduce tow and 
barge delays by replacing the 
existing older, and frequently 
congested, locks and dams 
Number 52 and Number 53.

The project solved what was 
a major bottleneck for the 
nation’s shipping industry at a 
critical part of  the Ohio River. 
The “antiquated design and 
age” of  the previous locks and 

dams made it impossible to 
meet current traffic demands 
without significant delays. Now, 
five years later traffic is flowing 
through the Ohio and Mississippi 
Rivers six times faster than 
before. Olmstead Dam is near the 
confluence of  the Mississippi, 
Ohio, Tennessee and Cumberland 
Rivers and is where more 
commerce traverses than any 
other location on the entire U.S. 
inland waterways. The Olmstead 
Dam took thirty years and $3 
billion, but it has been worth the 
effort, in the long run, according 
to many barge companies who are 
very pleased with the results.
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CELEBRATES
continued from page 11

Happy 5th Year 
Anniversary Olmstead 

Locks & Dam!!

IUOE Local 181IUOE Local 181
700 N. Elm Street700 N. Elm Street

Henderson, KYHenderson, KY
270-826-2704270-826-2704

924 Clark St.924 Clark St.
Paducah, KYPaducah, KY

270-443-7766270-443-7766

IUOE Local 181IUOE Local 181  
is among 170 other is among 170 other 
Local Unions in the Local Unions in the 
U.S. & Canada that U.S. & Canada that 

collectively comprise thecollectively comprise the
  International Union of International Union of 
Operating EngineersOperating Engineers

IUOE Local 181IUOE Local 181
700 N. Elm Street700 N. Elm Street

Henderson, KYHenderson, KY
270-826-2704270-826-2704

924 Clark St.924 Clark St.
Paducah, KYPaducah, KY

270-443-7766270-443-7766

IUOE Local 181IUOE Local 181  
is among 170 other is among 170 other 
Local Unions in the Local Unions in the 
U.S. & Canada that U.S. & Canada that 

collectively comprise thecollectively comprise the
  International Union of International Union of 
Operating EngineersOperating Engineers
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The Laborers’ Local #1214 is honored and proud to have 
worked on the OLMSTED LOCKS and DAM project.

Our men and women take great pride in the work that's been accomplished on the Olmsted Locks and Dam. 
Laborers' Local 1214 proudly celebrate the 5th year anniversary of the tremendous project. 

The 1214 is currently working on the KY LOCKS & DAM PROJECT in Livingston County, KY.

LABORERS’ LOCAL #1214  |  1415 South 3rd Street  |  Paducah, KY  |  270-442-3434

Laborers' Local 1214 members Perry Blades, Bobby Garduno, 
Randy Whitis worked on the Olmsted Locks and Dam project.



Alexa Tabor 
WKYBJ Writer

 Gaining popularity in recent 
years, cities and their respective 
counties have been consolidating 
as a metropolitan government. 
As such, the government would 
be allowed to have power of  
both a municipal corporation 
and administrative division. 
Both Louisville and Jefferson 
County merged together in 
2000, as well as when Davidson 
County merged with the city of  
Nashville, TN. Many officials 
say that consolidation helps 
with economic development and 
recruiting new industry. 

While a single town may 
not meet requirements to 

build, a standalone county 
will, and have the financial 
resources that make all of  
the difference. Having a 
consolidated government will 
allow for the community to 
decide in quicker succession on 
potential economic prospects 
and move forward with building 
projects. A major benefit is that 
both planning and zoning for 
new structures can be better 
coordinated if  pursued on a 
countywide scale. Consolidation 
of  counties and cities help utilize 
resources better in areas such as 
billing, accounting, and annual 
audits as well. There are also 
reportedly less duplication of  
services, such as tax collections, 
animal control, paving and 

road/bridge construction. 
 As a developer, Phillip Higdon 

of  Mustang Village in Paducah 
understands the difficulties of  
going through two entities to 
get something in motion, such 
as contending with conflicting 
or redundant county and city 
ordinances. 

 “It can be challenging as it is,” 
Phillip Higdon said. “Part of  the 
project is in the city, the other 
part is in the county. With one of  
the connecting roads going from 
city limits out into the county, 
I have to submit a preliminary 
plan that will then be voted on a 
month later. This is because the 
two sets of  planning and zoning 
engineers meet at two different 
times once a month. Of  course, 

my engineer has to go to all of  
those meetings, so I’m getting 
charged for all of  that time as 
well.” 

 Many are now pondering 
if  doing something similar 
would be beneficial for cities 
across Western Ky, such as 
Paducah, Henderson, Murray 
or Hopkinsville. A shift toward 
consolidation would greatly help 
developers such as Higdon, who 
are striving for economic growth 
within the city. 

 “It is just not super friendly 
for business as it is,” Higdon 
said. “If  you have a sub-
contractors, road builders or 
etc., they have to have both a 
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Consolidation of  city and county could help 
with projects all across Western Kentucky

see  CONSOLIDATION, page fifteen

Mustang Village is a property that’s situated on HWY 60 on the west side of Paducah. Philip Higdon, HCDP President and CEO, is a local developer that would 
benefit from one single building inspector. Unfortunately, this property is in the Paducah city limits and in McCracken County.  This will cause some unnecessary 
expenses, such as doubling up on engineering work. Not to mention the hassle of having to meet with two different building inspection departments to begin 
construction.  

KPI photo by Greg LeNeave



WWW.KY-NEWS.COM  august 2023 - Western KentucKy Business Journal - 15

A Land Development Company 
proudly growing 

Western Kentucky 
the right way

                      MUSTANG 
                       VILLAGE 

MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT 
BANKING H FINANCIAL H HOUSING H RESTAURANTS H RETAIL 

Live • Work • Recreation

H Contact Phillip Higdon  H  270-564-4002 H

CONSOLIDATION
continued from page 14

city license and county license 
to do anything. So, all of  my 
subcontractors have to basically 
do double the work. In the 
building inspection department 
if  we were consolidated, one 
could easily take care of  both 
city and county, and not have 
to employ any more inspectors 
either. It is inefficient and 
would make things so much 
easier to have just one engineer 
or inspection department 
for the city and county. By 
consolidating and streamlining 
it all, you could also bring the 
taxes down. As a developer, I 
have to understand both sets of  
laws also. The city and county 
are different. Both of  them have 
two different zone codes – not 
that one is better than the other, 
but it is just a lot to contend 
with.” 

 Just recently, the community 
of  Paducah was invited to 
provide input alongside 
McCracken County leaders as 
they aim to develop a joint plan. 
Such decisions going forward 
will guide city and countywide 
development and enhancement 
for over the next few years. 
September 8 is the deadline to 
complete this survey, and all 
within McCracken County are 
encouraged to participate.The 
Paducah Planning Director 
Nic Hutchison is working 
alongside McCracken County’s 
community planning consultant 
Kendig Keast Collaborative. 
They feel that through this 
survey, they will gather the 
public’s thoughts and be able 
to create a comprehensive 
plan that will move the county 
forward.
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We were honored for the 
opportunity to have worked on 
the Olmsted Dam Project.

Congratulations on your 
5 Year Anniversary!
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www.WaterfrontServicesCo.com

50+ Years of INLAND RIVER EXPERIENCE
We strive to form long term, mutually profitable 

partnerships with our customers by providing 
consistent, high quality marine harbor services.

We truly value the meaning of “win - win” 
relationships with our customers.
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We are A resource to the  
inland & coastal waterways

» Marine Construction     » Dredging     » Diving     » Switching and Fleeting       

jfbrennan.com
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Rusty Smith, Vice President and 
BSA Officer for FNB Bank, was 
recently awarded the Certified 
AML and Fraud Professional 
(CAFP) certification from the 
American Bankers Association.

“Earning the CAFP certification 
validates Rusty’s experience 
and depth of  education in the 
prevention of  money laundering 
and fraud crimes,” stated Sally 
Hopkins, FNB President & CEO.  

The CAFP certification is 
awarded to individuals who 
demonstrate excellence in the field 
of  AML and fraud prevention. 
It recognizes an individual’s 
practical experience in complying 
with U.S. banking laws and 
regulations, and their ability 
to detect, assess and respond to 
a variety of  financial crimes. 
ABA Professional Certifications 

formally recognize those who 
meet meaningful standards of  
knowledge in specialty financial 
services areas and meet continuing 
education and development 
requirements.  For more 
information, visit www.aba.com/
certifications. 

Rusty Smith currently serves as 
BSA Officer for FNB and has 27 
years of  banking experience. Rusty 
is a 1988 graduate of  Lone Oak 
High School.  He is also a graduate 
of  Murray State University where 
he obtained both a bachelor’s and 
master’s degree in Economics. He 
completed ABA Compliance School 
in 2002 and ABA Graduate School 
of  Compliance Management 
in 2003. He earned ICBA’s 
Certified BSA/AML Professional 
certification in 2019 and is a 2017 
graduate of  Leadership Paducah – 

Class 30. He previously served on 
the Child Watch Board of  Directors 
and currently volunteers for the 
United Way of  McCracken County 
PALS program and is involved 
with Airedale Terrier Rescue and 
Adoption programs. He is also 
an adjunct faculty member at 
West Kentucky Community and 
Technical College. He resides in 
Paducah with his wife of  22 years, 
Marjorie. 

FNB Bank, founded in 1875, is 
one of  the oldest banks in the state 
of  Kentucky with assets exceeding 
$660 million.  FNB ranks among 
the highest in the nation in the 
area of  safety and soundness. The 
bank currently has ten offices 
located in Graves, McCracken, 
Calloway, Trigg and Marshall 
County. FNB is Member FDIC and 
an Equal Housing Lender. 

Rusty Smith

FNB professional earns national certification
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Contact: Suzy Gilland, RealtorContact: Suzy Gilland, Realtor
CENTURY 21 270-556-3697270-556-3697

SERVICE REALTY, INC.

2022 Centurion 
Award Winner

145 ODESSA WAY
PADUCAH, KY
$450,000

1500 SPRINGHILL COURT
MURRAY, KY

$799,000

4348 SUNSET AVE.
PADUCAH, KY
$289,000

2116 WEST 
PARK AVE.

PADUCAH, KY
$199,000

195, 205, 215 
CASCADE DRIVE

(REIDLAND) 
PADUCAH, KY
$28,500

SALE SALE 
PENDINGPENDING

SELLER SELLER 
WANTS AN WANTS AN 
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By Tom Ward
WKYBJ Writer

HOPKINSVILLE -- The Krusteaz 
Company, a leading producer of  
beloved breakfast, baking, and snack 
brands, has announced the extension 
of  its long-term partnership with 
Siemer Milling Company. The new 
10-year contract builds upon their 
successful 25-year relationship, 
reflecting the strong bond between 
the two family-owned companies.

Siemer Milling Company, known 
as The Krusteaz Company’s largest 
ingredient supplier, will continue 
to provide a substantial 180 million 

pounds of  flour annually. As the 
principal wheat flour supplier for 
Krusteaz’s Effingham, IL facility and 
the sole supplier for the Hopkinsville, 
KY facility, Siemer Milling plays a 
vital role in ensuring a consistent 
supply of  quality ingredients.

The Krusteaz Company has 
operated its largest manufacturing 
facility in Hopkinsville, KY, since 
1999, and it sits adjacent to Siemer 
Milling Company. The two facilities 
are connected by a pipeline, enabling 
the seamless transfer of  an average 

Pictured from left to right are Mike Meredith, SVP, Operations at The Krusteaz 
Company, Andy Heily, President & CEO at The Krusteaz Company (3rd generation 
family leader of Krusteaz Co.), Rick Siemer, President & CEO at Siemer Milling 
Company (5th generation family leader at Siemer), and Red Tegeler, Sr. Vice 
President Strategic Initiatives at Siemer Milling Company, who played a crucial 
role in establishing the flour pipe connection and infrastructure at The Krusteaz 
Company’s Hopkinsville, KY facility. 

Photo provided

Krusteaz Company extends 
longstanding partnership with 

Siemer Milling for 10 years

see  SIEMER, page twenty-one
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of  500,000 pounds of  flour per day. 
This strategic setup facilitates 
smooth operations and production 
efficiency between the two entities.

Recognized as the Batter Capital 
of  the World, Hopkinsville prides 
itself  on its thriving food industry, 
bringing together various industries 
from farm to table. Both The 
Krusteaz Company and Siemer 
Milling Company have played 
instrumental roles in producing 
globally recognizable food products, 
further enhancing the reputation of  
Hopkinsville’s food manufacturing 
sector.

In addition to its Hopkinsville 
facility, The Krusteaz Company 
has been operating in Effingham, 
IL, since 2013 when it acquired the 
facility. Over the years, the company 
has invested in expansion and 
renovations to cater to the growing 
demand. The Effingham facility 
has now created line capabilities to 

service Krusteaz branded Gluten-
Free baking and pancake mix 
products, as well as new capabilities 
in frozen foods, including Red 
Lobster Frozen Cheddar Bay 
Biscuits.

Siemer Milling Company, located 
in Teutopolis, Illinois, employs 90 
people at its office and mill, which 
is conveniently located near The 
Krusteaz Company’s Effingham 
facility. The proximity further 
strengthens their partnership and 
ensures efficient collaboration 
between the two companies.

Both The Krusteaz Company and 
Siemer Milling Company express 
their excitement for the extended 
partnership and look forward 
to achieving further growth, 
community impact, and success 
together over the next decade. 
Their commitment to delivering 
high-quality products and fostering 
positive community relationships 
remains unwavering, solidifying 
their positions as reputable and 
influential players in the food 
industry.

SIEMER
continued from page 20
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By Alexa Tabor
WKYBJ Writer

The Kentucky State Corrections 
Commission issued a congratulations 
to their newest WKCC graduates 
of  the Institutional Pre-Service 
Academy. The organization is 
charged with awarding all grant 
money to community corrections 
programs along with developing and 
implementing a statewide strategic 
plan for the state and community 
corrections programs as well as 
other functions. The Commission 
provides oversight for the Prison 
Industry Enhancement Certification 
Program within Kentucky and 
also serves as the Parole Board 
Nominating Committee. WKCC also 
congratulated Classification and 
Treatment Officer, Sondra Tabor 
on becoming their Employee of  the 
Month for the month of  August, 2023.

The Commission consists of  
twenty-three (23) members who 
are set by statute or appointed by 
the Governor. The Commission 
is chaired by the Secretary of  the 
Justice and Public Safety Cabinet. 

From Left: Jessica Blackburn, Chase Whitis, Eric Graham Jr., Kelly Hamilton, Casie 
Henderson (Class Leader), Michael Kasch, and Phillip Roberts.  Pictured below 
with Deputy Warden Chris Hatton, Administrative Captain Tony Harris, Major Mark 
McCalister, Deputy Warden Jon Harris, and Warden Bobbi Jo Butts.

Western Kentucky Correctional Center welcomes 
newest graduates and employee of  the month

Sondra Tabor, left is presented the 
Employee of the Month Certificate.
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State
New Flight Services for 

Travelers
There are now new destinations 

that you as a traveler can choose 
from if  you are flying out of  the 
following airports; the Lousiville 
Muhammad Ali International 
Airport, the Cincinnati/Northern 
Kentucky International Airport, 
and the Owensboro-Daviess County 
Regional Airport. 

On June 5, the British Airways 
nonstop flight between CVG and 
London’s Heathrow Airport 
launched. This flight operates five 
times per week during the summer 
months and four times per week 
during the winter months. It is the 
only nonstop service flight between 
the UK and all of  Kentucky, 
Indiana, and Ohio. 

American Airlines will be 
starting a nonstop flight service 
between CVG and the Cancun 
International Airport. This service 
will begin on December 9, 2023, and 
will continue through March 30, 
2024. Get those booked before it’s 
too late. 

Contour Airlines started offering 
12 weekly round trips between 
the Owensboro-Daviess County 
Regional Airport and Chicago 
O’Hare International Airport. This 
began on August 1. 

Breeze Airways, a low-fare 
carrier, has launched a seasonal 
service out of  CVG and SDF. The 
flights coming out of  CVG include 
a nonstop service to Richmond, 
Va., and a one-stop service to 
Jacksonville, Fla. Those services 
will be on Mondays and Fridays 
only. The flights coming out of  
SFD include nonstop services to 
Raleigh-Durham International 
Airport out of  North Carolina, and 
a one-stop service to Jacksonville, 
Fla. These will also be on Mondays 
and Fridays only.

KY now ranked the No 1. 
State in the South-Central 

Region
Kentucky has now been ranked 

the No. 1 state in the South-Central 
region by the Site Selecting 
Magazine in their newly released 
2023 Prosperity Cup rankings. 
Kentucky moved up two spots 
from last year’s rankings as the 
state was in third, in 2022. This 
put them ahead of  Texas (2nd) and 
Tennessee (3rd). This recognizes 
the competitiveness of  the state-
level economic development 
agencies along with their success 
in landing capital investment 
projects. The state also placed 
nationally in the top five for this 
year, whereas last year in 2022, the 
state was ranked in sixth place. 

Not only did the state improve in 
the national and regional rankings, 
AESC which is formerly known 
as Envision AESC, has placed 
in the top 20 of  the Top Deals on 
the North America list. This list 
is a points-based system that is 
driven by corporate investment 
along with job creation. AESC tied 
for 14th place and placed based 
on its commitment to investing 2 
billion dollars and the creation of  
2,000 full-time jobs. This was for 
an electric vehicle battery factory 
in the Bowling Green area. This 
specific project broke ground in 

August 2022 and is estimated to 
produce up to 300,000 vehicles each 
year by 2027. This facility is a 3 
million square foot facility.

Georgetown
Toyota KY Plant to build first Toyota 

SUV assembled in the U.S.
The company, Toyota, announced 

that their Kentucky plant, which 
is located in Georgetown will be 
assembling an all-new battery 
electric SUV. This will begin in 
2025. It will be the company’s first 
battery-electric vehicle assembled 
in the U.S.  The company’s new 
battery plant in North Carolina is 
currently under construction but 
it will be producing the batteries 
that will power the all-new three-
row SUV. Toyota has put globally, 
well over 23 million vehicles on 
the road that consist of  hybrids, 
plug-in hybrids, fuel cell electric, 
and battery electric. This happens 
to be more than all of  the other 
automakers, even when combined. 
The company is currently offering 
22 electrified vehicle options 
through the Toyota and Lexus 
brands. The company does plan to 
have an electrified option available 
for every single Toyota and Lexus 
model by 2025. The company has 
invested over 8 billion dollars in 
its United States manufacturing 

operations which is primarily to 
support its product electrification 
efforts. 

The plant also announced they 
have added a new flexible engine 
line that is capable of  producing 
three different types of  engines 
on one line. This makes Toyota 
Kentucky the only Toyota plant 
in North America that has the 
capability of  doing that. The plant 
located in Georgetown is globally 
the company’s largest production 
facility. It currently employs over 
9000 members. 

Elizabethtown
Advance Ready Mix 

announces new location

Advance Ready Mix is a 
Louisville-based concrete supplier. 
They announced they will be 
opening a new location that will 
be located in Elizabethtown. 
This new location is to help meet 
the expected demand from the 
BlueOval SK electric vehicle 
battery plant that is being 
built in Glendale. The facility 
in Elizabethtown will be the 
company’s eighth plant. The 
facility will have a workforce of  10-
15 employees. 

Owensboro
Owensboro plant lays off 

39 employees
Mizkan America, an Owensboro 

plant that produces pasta sauces, 
laid off  39 hourly and salaried 
employees at the end of  July. This 
was at its Owensboro plant and 
citing a projected decrease in the 
production volume. 

Owensboro company 
celebraates 50 years
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Swedish Match, a plant that 
produces smokeless tobacco 
products and is one of  Owensboro’s 
largest employers has been a part 
of  the community for 50 years. 
They opened in 1973 and since 
then, they have grown to nearly 
80,000 square feet and employ over 
800 employees. 

New site for CDI Ellis Park 
Expansion

At the beginning of  June, plans 
fell through for a new facility to 
be built in Ellis Park Racing and 
Gaming. However, on June 19, 
Churchill Downs Inc. announced 
they had secured a site to build the 
75 million dollar regional tourism 
destination in Eastern Daviess 
County. 

In 2022, Churchill Downs Inc. 
acquired the Ellis Park Horse 
racing track and after it was 
acquired the company announced 
its plans to create a 60,000-square-
foot racing and gaming facility 
at the Owensboro Towne Square 
Mall. The CDI and city officials 
were not able to come to an 
agreement to amend the existing 
smoking ordinance in Owensboro 
so therefore the plans fell through. 
Since the newly selected site is 
outside of  the Owensboro City 
limits, the facility will not be 
subject to the smoking ordinance.

Richmond
EKU offers new online 

degrees 
Eastern Kentucky University is 

now offering an online Bachelor 
of  Science degree in elementary 
education. They have also added 
a fully online degree option for 
its Master’s program of  Public 
Health. This is to help address the 
teacher shortage that is continuing 
to grow and the need for qualified 

public health professionals. 
Elizabeth Smith is the new dean 
of  EKU’s College of  Education and 
Applied Human Sciences and she 
is continually trying to find ways 
to increase the number of  high-
quality teachers within the region.

Scottsville
Halton to expand their 

facility 
Halton is a manufacturer of  

commercial kitchen ventilation 
and air distribution systems. They 
plan to add around 60 more jobs 
at their facility which is located 
in Scottsville. This is to support 
the expansion that will be adding 
approximately 50,000 square feet 
which is basically doubling the 
existing facility. This addition 
allows for more room to add a 
research and development lab and 
space for new product lines. With 
the 60 new jobs being added, it 
will bring the total employment in 
Scottsville to 240 employees.

Smith’s Grove
New Buc-ees location 

underway

Buc-ee’s Smith Grove location 
construction is currently 
underway. It will be located 
along I-65 in Smith’s Grove. It is 
a 53,471-square-foot travel center. 
There will be 120 fuel pumps and 
it will create no less than 200 jobs 
that will have full benefits. Buc-
ee’s is a Texas-based company and 
currently has 45 locations across 
the South. 

Madisonville
Hosparus Health continues 

to grow
Baptist Health Deaconess 

Hospice which is a service 
of  Baptist Health Deaconess 
Madisonville, has been acquired 
by Hosparus Health. Hosparus 
Health has community offices 
in several areas in Kentucky 
which include; Bowling Green, 
Campbellsville, Elizabethtown, 
Glasgow, and Lousiville. In 
Indiana, Jasper and New Albany. 
They serve throughout 41 counties 
in Kentucky and Southern Indiana. 
They are also one of  the largest 
not-for-profit hospice and palliative 
care providers in the United States. 
Hosparus Health serves almost 
9,000 patients and their families.

Hawesville
Domater Paper Co. invests 

over $50 million
A company by the name of, 

Domtar Paper Co. will be investing 
51 million dollars in order to 
upgrade equipment at their 
Hawesville plant. There are over 
400 employed at this location. It is 
estimated that the upgrade will be 
completed by the end of  2025. The 
company was founded in 1848 and 
is based in South Carolina. Domtar 
provides products that are fiber-
based and include specialty and 
packaging papers, market pulp, and 
air-laid nonwovens.

Mayfield
Mayfield recognizes two 

individuals   
The Mayor of  Mayfield KY, Kathy 

O’Nan, and Sandra Delk who is a 
volunteer that lives in Mayfield, 
have been recognized with the SBA 
Phoenix Award, This was awarded 
due to their outstanding disaster 
recovery efforts. This is the first 
time that a Ky individual or 
business has been presented with 
this national award. 

BRIEFS
continued from page 23
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Story and photos by Denise Cooper
WKYBJ Writer
 

BARDWELL- Wonderful memories 
of  being a child in her parent’s 
store spurred Dana Ring to set up 
her own Small Town Outdoor Store 
in Bardwell. Teaming up with her 
daughter, Jana Black, and enjoying 
“help” from the grandkids, Small 
Town Outdoor Store has been open 
since October 1, 2022. Since opening 
it has expanded from providing just 
bait and fishing supplies to offering 
a small variety of  things for hunting, 
camping, and more.

 Ring shared, “My parents ran 
a store in Latham, TN when I was 

little. I had a pallet under the counter 
where I’d sleep and play, and I loved 
it! I knew when I grew up I wanted 
to have a store and work with people 
too. I ended up becoming a nurse 
first and I still am, but when I saw 
the business for sale on Facebook, I 
knew I’d found my opportunity. So, 
I spoke with my daughters about 
running it and my oldest said she’d 
like to do it. We even have a pallet 
under the counter for the grandkids 
just like I had and they love it too!”

 This family-run business is 
located at 475 US-51, Bardwell. Ring’s 

Bardwell Small 
Town Outdoor Store:
More than just fishing supplies

see  STORE,  page twenty-six
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daughter, Jana Black, runs the store, 
but you’ll also often find grandkids, 
Kaylee, Jax, Remi, and Riley there 
too, unless they’re in school.  

 Originally from Weakley County 
in TN, Ring enjoys the Carlisle 
County community, “We’d heard 
nothing but good things about the 
people living in this area.” The 
shop’s Bardwell location seemed 
ideal as Ring explains, “it’s close 

to the river, lakes, ponds and other 
watering holes.There’s so much 
more opportunity to reach hunters 
and other outdoor enthusiasts in the 
area.” 

 The Small Town Outdoor Store 
hours of  business at the moment are 
Mon-Fr.i 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and Sat.-
Sun. 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. A bait run may 
close the shop for a bit, but they try 
to open for a while once they return. 
The store number is (270) 628-0202 
and after hours:  (731) 607-4109. Look 
for them on Facebook as Small Town 
Outdoor Store.

STORE
continued from page 25

Bardwell Small Town Outdoor Store

From left to right, Joe Black (SIL), Jana Black (Daughter and Business Manager), 
Jax Black (Grandson), Kaylee Black (Granddaughter), Remington Black 
(Grandson), Dana Ring (Owner), Jodi Ring (Daughter), and in the front is Riley Black 
(Granddaughter). 
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By Aimee Nielson
Agricultural Communications Specialist

 
LEXINGTON, Ky. (Aug. 7, 2023) – 

The University of  Kentucky’s James 
B. Beam Institute for Kentucky 
Spirits officially opened its doors, 
elevating the institute’s impact on 
research, workforce development, 
education and outreach.  Since 
2019, the institute has served as the 
industry’s research and development 
vehicle, pursuing its mission to 
ensure the welfare and prosperity of  
Kentucky’s spirits industry. Through 
teaching, research and outreach, 
the institute promotes economic 
sustainability, environmental 
stewardship and responsible 
consumption. 

“Today’s ceremony reinforces 
our commitment to investing in our 
students and Kentucky’s future,” 
said UK President Eli Capilouto. 

“It also reinforces the importance 
of  our essential partnerships that 
will help us advance Kentucky. 
This new facility will help leverage 
transdisciplinary work and show 
students that the distilling industry 
needs employees from a vast array of  
disciplines and majors.” 

The new UK campus facilities 
include a research distillery building, 
with a 30-foot column still as the 
centerpiece, and the Independent 
Stave Company – Boswell Family 
Barrel Warehouse. The maturation 
facility allows the Beam Institute to 
experiment with barrel aging spirits 
produced in its research distillery. 

“This is the largest teaching 
distillery in the United States and 
in the world,” said Seth DeBolt, 
institute director and UK Martin-
Gatton College of  Agriculture, Food 
and Environment professor. “It will 
allow us to train the next generation 

of  distillers and researchers, and to 
conduct cutting-edge research on the 
science of  spirits production.” 

As the first major gift partner to 
the Beam Institute, global spirits 
leader Beam Suntory made a long-
lasting commitment to the Institute’s 
vision of  excellent hands-on 
distillation. The company, known 
for its iconic brand portfolio that 
includes Jim Beam, has continued 
to be a broad-interest partner, 
adding workforce education to its 
list of  priorities through a one-of-a-
kind apprenticeship. The Whiskey 
Apprentice Program delivers a 
robust curriculum that includes 
safety, bourbon grains, bourbon 
engineering, fermentation, public 
speaking, customer relations, 
sensory, maturation and distillery 
science.  

“When Beam Suntory first 
partnered with the University of  

Kentucky to create the James B. 
Beam Institute for Kentucky Spirits, 
we did so as an investment in the 
future of  bourbon and the future of  
Kentucky’s workforce,” said Alex 
Alvarez, chief  supply chain officer 
at Beam Suntory. “The institute 
has firmly established itself  as a 
forum for continuing education and 
research, as well as collaboration 
across the industry to tackle some 
of  our toughest challenges together. 
We’re proud to be an active partner 
in this work, pushing our industry 
toward a bright future.” 

The Beam Institute offers 
engineering, chemistry, business, 
law, horticulture, forestry, food 
science, and entomology courses 
to address spirits industry needs in 
sustainable agriculture, research and 
development and more. DeBolt said 
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see  DISTILLERY, page twenty-eight

James B. Beam Institute for Kentucky Spirits opens distillery 
and maturation facility on University of Kentucky campus
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students will begin learning in the 
new facilities this fall. 

The James B. Beam Institute 
for Kentucky Spirits ensures the 
welfare and prosperity of  Kentucky’s 
spirits industry. Through teaching, 
research and outreach, the institute 
promotes economic sustainability, 
environmental stewardship and 
responsible consumption. The Beam 
Institute is a multidisciplinary 
effort of  experts from the UK 
College of  Agriculture, Food 
and Environment, College of  
Engineering, College of  Arts and 
Sciences and Gatton College of  
Business and Economics. For more 
information, visit the Beam Institute 
website at http://beaminstitute.
ca.uky.edu. 

A media kit with photos and videos 
is available at https://beaminstitute.
ca.uky.edu/media.  

The Martin-Gatton College of  
Agriculture, Food and Environment 
is an Equal Opportunity 

Organization with respect to 
education and employment and 
authorization to provide research, 
education information and other 
services only to individuals and 
institutions that function without 
regard to economic or social 
status and will not discriminate 
on the basis of  race, color, ethnic 
origin, national origin, creed, 
religion, political belief, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, 
veteran status, physical or mental 
disability or reprisal or retaliation 
for prior civil rights activity. 

 As a world leader in premium 
spirits, Beam Suntory inspires the 
brilliance of  life by delivering great 
consumer experiences through its 
world-class portfolio of  brands. A 
global company with approximately 
6,000 employees in more than 30 
countries, one of  Beam Suntory’s 
core values is Growing for Good 
and through its Proof  Positive 
sustainability strategy, the company 
has committed to ambitious goals 
and investments to promote 

environmental sustainability in its 
operations, ensure the company has 
a positive impact on the communities 
where employees live and work, 
and programs to educate and 
inform consumers to make the right 
personal choices about drinking. 
Headquartered in New York City, 

Beam Suntory is a subsidiary 
of  Suntory Holdings Limited of  
Japan. For more information on 
Beam Suntory, its brands, and its 
commitment to social responsibility, 
please visit www.beamsuntory.
com and www.drinksmart.com.

A life WELL LIVED
IS WORTH remembering

L-R: Carlo Coppola, Gregory Hughes, Freddie Noe, Andy Barr, Nancy Cox, Lisa 
Banner, Fred Noe, Eli Capilouto, Alex Alvarez, Seth DeBolt. Photo by Sarah Caton 
Walters.

DISTILLERY
continued from page 27
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Banding, if  properly done, can 
be a humane, bloodless, and drug-
free method of  removing soft 
tissue and other body parts, such 
as castration, horns, prolapses, 
tumors, velvet antlers, tails, etc. 

 However, without proper 
tension, banding can be highly 
stressful and may lead to serious 
complications if  partial blood 
flow remains. Sufficient tension 
is critical in achieving complete 
ligation and suppression of  pain. 

Ligation results from the 
application of  ligature or cutting 
off  circulation to a specific body 
part. Like a tourniquet, except 
tighter, and it remains in place 
until the body part falls off. In the 
case of  castration, ligation must 
completely shut off  the supply 
of  blood and bodily fluids to the 
scrotum and testicles. Arterial 
blood flow, the supply of  blood 
going to the testicles, is greater 
than venal pressure, the blood 
flowing back from the extremity to 
the body. If  the ligature band lacks 
proper tension, the high-pressure 
arterial blood will continue to 
supply the scrotum with more 
fluids than the low-pressure veins 
are able to return, causing swelling 
and pain, stressed animals, and 
unhappy livestock owners.

In 1991, rancher and feeder 
Mike Callicrate experienced the 
complications of  insufficient 
tension with a load of  600 to 
700-pound cutting bulls that had 
been band-castrated in Oklahoma 
using one of  the banding methods 
available on the market at the 
time. The result was traumatic and 
costly. Two veterinarians worked 
for days surgically removing the 

swollen scrotums and repairing the 
damage. Mike swore – never again!

The veterinarians agreed: 
banding was not the problem; it 

was lack of  proper tension. So 
Mike began designing a piece of  
equipment that would achieve the 
high tension required for a safe and 

effective outcome. The Callicrate 
Bander was on the market later the 
same year. 

 Since then, improvements 
to make the job easier and the 
outcome better have continued, 
including a specially formulated 
premade loop, a better method 
of  securing the band capable of  
holding proper tension, and the 
most important improvement for a 
consistent and successful outcome: 
a tension indicator. The tension 
indicator provides the operator 
with a visual indication the proper 
tension has been reached, which is 
sufficiently tight, but not stretched 
beyond the memory and elasticity 
of  the rubber. 

Since 1991, millions of  bulls, 
lambs, goats, deer, and elk, have 
been castrated with a Callicrate 
Bander, in addition to being treated 
for antler removal, dehorning, 
prolapse repair and other 
applications requiring complete 
ligation. An endangered 250-pound 
male Alligator Snapping Turtle 
was even able to return to normal 
breeding activity after the Bander 
was used to remove a debilitating 
neck tumor.

Other alternatives, from 
elastrator rings — which 
depending on the size of  animal 
may have near zero tension — to 
the failed method tried back in 
1991, to the newer wire-tie inspired 
devices — which by design cannot 
work — all fail to provide an 
effective and humane option to 
surgery.

High-tension Callicrate Banders 
are easy to use, provide consistent 
results, and remain the leading 
choice for superior animal welfare.

AGRI-BUSINESS NEWS & EDUCATION

Callicrate Banders:
Rancher invented, industry tested
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203 34th Street • Cairo, IL
(800) 851-3810

By Alexa Tabor
WKYBJ Writer

The Ky Department of  Fish and 
Wildlife has recently announced 
their “staff  spotlights,” showcasing 
various conservation officers for 
their outstanding duties. KDFWR 
is happy to introduce the public to 
their employees in order to show 
the breadth of  their expertise, 
as well as the diversity of  jobs, 
programs, and initiatives of  the 
department. 

KDFWR congratulated local 
Conservation Officer and Law 
Enforcement Division Officer 
Dakota Turner. His primary 

duties consist of  enforcing laws 
that pertain to fishing, boating 
and hunting. Turner enjoys 
his participation in the youth 
fishing event that he has hosted 
previously, and also works to get 
a local pay lake stocked with fish, 
where children are permitted to 
fish for free. Turner works with 
donors to provide free fishing poles 
and stringers to all in attendance 
as well. Turner has also had 
heavy involvement in aiding those 
affected by the historic floods that 
devastated Eastern Kentucky in 
2022. 

“Another thing that I am proud 
of  was being able to be here for my 

community when we had the worst 
flood in history,” Turner said. 
“I enjoy helping my community 
during disasters and their time 
of  need. I also enjoy getting the 
chance to work all around the state 
and getting to know new people.”

As for hobbies, the officer enjoys 
training rabbit dogs, spending 
time with his family and attending 
church. Turner spends avid time 
hunting and fishing, as well as 
participating in fishing bass 
tournaments on the local lake that 
is within close proximity to his 
house. 

On the other hand, Terri 
Brunjes is a wildlife biologist, 
who has worked for KDFWR for 

approximately 17 years. Brunjes 
is in charge of  coordinating the 
wild pig eradication programs 
across the state of  Kentucky. This 
consists of  her coordinating with 
various government agencies, 
whose goal is the removal of  pig 
populations. She also is tasked 
with communicating with the 
public to locate wild pigs that 
are harmful to the environment. 
Brunjes serves on the state, 
regional and even national level to 
remove feral swine. Because of  her 
efforts, Kentucky was eventually 
downlisted from a Level 3 to a 

Staff  spotlights at KY Department 
of  Fish and Wildlife

Turner assisting young angler in baiting a hook.
Photo submitted

see  SPOTLIGHT, page thirty-one



WWW.KY-NEWS.COM  august 2023 - Western KentucKy Business Journal - 31

        
       

855-897-9010
Craig Cohron
270-202-9346
ccohron@hotmail.com

   
 

   

     
  

TTIIMMOOTTHHYYDo
you
struggle
trying to get
ANNUAL
RYEGRASS?
Try Byron Seeds
TIMOTHY as a
WINTER ANNUAL

HH WINTER ANNUAL
HH  DRIES WITH EASE
HH  DRY HAY CROP

BBrr yyoonn  SSeeeeddss

Benefits of TIMOTHY
HH  Very Economical
HH  Comprable to annual ryegrass

in cost per acre
HH  Seed 12-15# per acre

with drill in fall
HH  Ideal for following corn silage,

no till soybeans or other
summer annual follwing harvest

HH  Very WINTER HARDY
HH  Tolerant to extreme colds

better than annual ryegrass

>  Spread your harvest window
out in early spring.

>  Have TIMOTHY ready for harvest
after the small grains are finished.

HH Harvest More Acres
HH Optimal Quality
HH Multiple Species with

differing Maturity Dates

  
 

  

   
   

 

     
     

  

Early or late, we have a Timothy variety 
that �ts into your harvest schedule.
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SPOTLIGHT
continued from page 30

Level 2 rating by the National 
Feral Swine Damage Management 
Program. 

“My favorite part of  working for 
the Department is working as a 
team with Department staff, which 
has some of  the best people,” said 
Brunjes. “I also enjoy working 
in the field with various wildlife 
species or projects, whether it 
be building pig traps, bear den 
surveys, forestland bird surveys, 
waterfowl banding, or conducting 
prescribed burns.”

In her spare time, she enjoys 
kayaking, camping, hunting and 
bird watching – all of  which she 
shares with her children and 
grandchildren.

Terri Brunjes, wildlife biologist.
Photo submitted

“My favorite part 
of working for the 

Department is working 
as a team with 

Department staff, which 
has some of the best 

people...”
- Terri Brunjes
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By Aimee Nielson
Agricultural Communications Specialist

 
LEXINGTON, Ky. (Aug. 8, 2023) 

– Kentucky horse farms rely on 
Oregon’s Willamette Valley for seed. 
The region is the largest producer 
of  turf grass and cool-season forage 
seed in the world. With ongoing 
drought conditions straining supply, 
University of  Kentucky forage 
specialists encourage horse farm 
owners to secure their seed now. 

“A lot of  stores where our owners 
buy their seed, especially for 
higher-end and higher-quality seed 
varieties, don’t keep seed in stock,,” 
said Krista Lea, Horse Pasture 
Evaluation Program coordinator 
for the UK Martin-Gatton College of  
Agriculture, Food and Environment. 
“The key is to ask now, so that seed 
can start making its way in this 
direction.” 

The most predominant forage 
grass in the United States, covering 
over 36 million acres, is tall fescue, 
a cool-season perennial grass. Its 
desirable characteristics include 
drought and flooding tolerance, 
ability to handle heavy grazing 
pressure and  long growing season.  

Kentucky-31 Tall fescue contains a 
fungal endophyte that grows in the 
plant and is responsible for many 
of tall fescue’s desirable survival 
attributes. However, the fungal 
endophyte and the ergot alkaloids 
it produces, especially ergovaline, 
can harm livestock and cause a 
syndrome called tall fescue toxicosis.  

Lea encourages horse owners to 
plant novel endophyte tall fescue 
varieties to avoid problems, but those 
varieties are harder to find in the 
current seed market.  

The repercussions of  not getting 
seed in time to plant vary.  

“If  you’re buying seed because 
you need to overseed a pasture to 

thicken it up, you’re going to have a 
thinner stand and more weeds if  you 
don’t overseed,” Lea said. “You won’t 
have as much quality forage and will 
probably end up feeding hay sooner.” 

Those establishing new pastures 
will face more challenging 
circumstances as the pasture would 
likely sit fallow until next spring. 
Lea said that also delays grazing by 
at least six months.  

“If  you miss the seeding window, 
most people end up planting less 
desirable species or varieties and 
limp through it,” she said. “Then, 
they’ve spent all this time, money 
and effort to renovate a pasture, 
yet they weren’t able to put in the 
product they wanted.” 

There is also the challenge of  
Kentucky’s unpredictable fall 
weather.  

“Last year was a horrible year for 
getting pastures established,” she 

said. “The only ones that appeared 
to do well were the ones that were 
seeded early.” 

Later-seeded pastures fared 
poorly because conditions went dry.  

“That’s not always the case, 
sometimes it’s the other way 
around,” Lea continued. 
“Regardless of  weather, if  the seed 
is still in the bag, it’s obviously not 
going to help your pasture. And, if  
the seed is still sitting in Oregon, 
it’s really not going to help your 
pasture.”   

To learn more about novel 
endophyte tall fescue, visit https://
grazer.ca.uky.edu/content/novel-
endophyte-tall-fescue. To learn 
more about pasture renovation, 
visit https://grazer.ca.uky.edu/
content/overseeding-pastures-
kentucky. 

To learn more about establishing 
horse pastures, refer to the UK 

Cooperative Extension Service 
publication https://forages.ca.uky.
edu/files/establishing_horse_
pastures.pdf.    

The Martin-Gatton College of  
Agriculture, Food and Environment 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Organization with respect to 
education and employment and 
authorization to provide research, 
education information and other 
services only to individuals and 
institutions that function without 
regard to economic or social 
status and will not discriminate 
on the basis of  race, color, ethnic 
origin, national origin, creed, 
religion, political belief, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic information, age, 
veteran status, physical or mental 
disability or reprisal or retaliation 
for prior civil rights activity. 

Kentucky horse farm managers need to 
purchase grass seed for fall pastures now

Photo by Matt Barton
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By Jordan Strickler 
Agriculture Communication Specialist

 
LEXINGTON, Ky. (Aug. 17, 2023) -- 

Studying abroad and supporting local 
communities often leaves a lasting 
impression on students’ personal 
and professional lives. For some 
University of  Kentucky students, 
studying in Glasgow, Scotland 
provided unique insights and lessons 
to shape future endeavors for some 
Western Kentucky communities. 
The students traveled to Scotland for 
two weeks, spending the first week 
touring the city and meeting with 
local leaders, and the second week 
partnering with locals on a public 
space design project. 

 Orchestrated by the UK Martin-
Gatton College of  Agriculture, Food 
and Environment Community Design 
program at the Community and 
Economic Development Initiative 
of  Kentucky (CEDIK), the Building 
Prosperity in Rural Communities 
summer fellowship program is 
making noteworthy strides in rural 
communities across Kentucky.  

 The program emphasizes how 
design and planning are fundamental 
to economic development in often-
overlooked areas.  

 “Design can be seen as something 
frivolous, or unattainable, in many 
rural communities,” said Ryan 
Sandwick, UK Department of  
Landscape Architecture community 
design program manager. “However, 
bringing a multi-disciplinary team 
of  students into these communities 
not only provides a fresh set of  eyes 
to remind our local partners of  what 
cool things they already have but also 
helps the students apply their studies 
to the real world.” 

 The program’s diverse 
composition included students from 
arts administration, agricultural 
economics, architecture, community 
leadership and development and 
landscape architecture.  

 The students traveled to Scotland 
for two weeks, spending the first week 
touring the city and meeting with 
local leaders, and the second week 

partnering with locals on a public 
space design project.  

 Sandwick explained how 
Glasgow has charted a journey of  
transformation that holds valuable 
lessons for rural communities across 
Kentucky. 

 “When Glasgow was at its 
economic rock bottom in the 1970s 
following de-industrialization, the 
first step to regenerate the city wasn’t 
flashing pieces of  architecture, but 
rather cleaning buildings of  a century 
of  industrial soot,” he said. “This is a 
lesson I’ve since embedded into all of  
our design work in rural Kentucky, 
where we identify what’s great in a 
community and figure out how to 
amplify that greatness rather than 
focus on the new and flashy.” 

 In the decades since Glasgow 
began its regeneration, it centered 
its investments on the area’s 
unique culture, prioritizing people 
and places. This put the city into 
the international spotlight for all 
the right reasons, from being the 
third United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
City of  Music to hosting the 2021 
COP26 Climate Change Conference. 

 
From Scottish to Kentucky 

communities 
 Interns collaborated with 

Kevin Murray Associates and the 
Rosemount Development Trust 
during their trip. Together, they 
undertook a transformative project: 
converting a Royston neighborhood 
vacant lot into a community park.  

 Since the late 1800s, Royston 
has been the first stop for many 
immigrant and refugee populations 
when they arrived in the United 
Kingdom. Seeking to honor this 
ongoing history, Glasgow residents 
painted a neighborhood wall into a 
mural mosaic. This mosaic depicts 
the national flowers of  the numerous 
immigrant groups, fostering a sense 
of  belonging and representation. 

 “Studying in Scotland and working 
on the Royston neighborhood site 
prepared me to take community 
feedback into account within my 

work,” said Lee Owen, a junior 
studying agricultural economics, 
finance and public policy. “It’s so easy 
to lose track of  what’s important. 
Focusing on what the communities’ 
citizens truly desired and felt would 
enrich their home community; we 
could deliver proposals they could 
call their own.” 

 Armed with new skill sets, the 
interns partnered with Western 
Kentucky communities affected 
by the 2021 tornados and the U.S. 
National Park Service’s River, 
Trails and Conservation Assistance 
Program. Together, they facilitated 
projects aimed at re-imaging public 
spaces in the host communities. 
Fellows were organized into 
teams, each assigned to projects in 
Mayfield, Fulton and a regional trail 
system. Their engagement spanned 
several phases, from preliminary 
orientation to hands-on design work 

and collaborative endeavors with 
community leaders. 

 Students said this work will help 
them succeed in the future. 

 “This experience helped expand my 
global perspective and how I approach 
various communities from where I’m 
from and of  other backgrounds too,” 
said architecture senior Makayla 
Koon. “It also helped me grow my 
ability to work cross-disciplinary and 
adapt to various working styles of  co-
workers and teams.” 

 This material is based upon 
work supported by the National 
Institute of  Food and Agriculture, 
U.S. Department of  Agriculture, 
under award number 3200004031. 
Any opinions, findings, conclusions 
or recommendations expressed in 
this publication are those of  the 
author(s) and do not necessarily 
reflect the view of  the Department of  
Agriculture. 

Building prosperity home and abroad, students bring back 
inspirational lessons from Scotland and Western Kentucky

Fellows with CEDIK community design program manager Ryan Sandwick (left) are 
taking skills learned in Scotland to Western Kentucky. 

Photo provided by CEDIK.
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Kenny Miller        270-772-0318 
Tallino D’Orazi    812-668-8396

270-835-0341 H 11029 HWY 132 E., Sebree, KY

Special Sizes Available 
for FARMERS 

3 1/2” X 8’ • 7” X 8’ 

By Alexa Tabor
WKYBJ Writer

A battle that has ensued 
since March 2013, the Kentucky 
Department of  Fish and Wildlife 
Resources (KDFWR) has been 
dedicated to many efforts in 
eradicating the destructive Asian 
Carp. KDFWR has sponsored 
tournaments, encouraged anglers 
such as the War on Carp to fish 
and harvest the invasive species 
and even put government funded 
initiatives in place. All involved 
continue working diligently 

Murray State University joins local efforts to remove invasive carp species

see  CARP, page thirty-five
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sevenspringsfarms.com
ellen@sevenspringsfarms.com

SERVING FARMERS SINCE 2021

270.522.3424
5357 Hopkinsville Rd.

602 Blackhawk Rd.
Cadiz, KY

SSF Straw Erosion Control Blankets

8’ x 112.5’ ............100 sq yards
16’ x 112.5’ ..........200 sq yards
8’ x 562.5’ ............500 sq yards
16’ x562.5’ ........1000 sq yards

Round top pins also available
Grown and manufactured in Kentucky

with commercial fisherman, 
private fish processors, federal 
legislators, foreign businesses 
and even local, state and federal 
agencies to promote eradicating 
the invasive, non-native species. 

However, there is more good 
news on the horizon for the 
state’s war on carp. Murray State 
University is partnering up with 
the KDFWR Resources. This is 
in hopes to advance removal 
efforts of  the invasive carp within 
Kentucky waterways – rivers and 
lakes in the region. 

The two see much potential in 
promise in working alongside 
one another, especially with 
MSU being an internationally 
accredited business college with 
the mission of  protecting, and 
enhancing the environment for 
Kentucky’s fish and wildlife 
resources. MSU hopes to help 
develop entrepreneurship for 
the commercial and retail use of  
invasive carp that will result in 
the expansion of  the processing 
industry in western Kentucky. 
All entities involved feel that 
by helping drastically reduce 
and contain the invasive species 
will not only help from an 
environmental perspective, but 
will also encourage job growth. 

CARP
continued from page 34

Ron Hughes
Realtor
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2018 JOHN DEERE 8345R
Serial Number: 1RW8345RCJS132442
2560 Hours, 1000 PTO, ILS, E 23 Trans.

$269,500

2018 JOHN DEERE 1795 
Serial Number: 1A01795ACHA775107

8663 Acres, 12/24 Row Planter, AC

$137,500

2006 JOHN DEERE 9660 TS
Serial Number: h09660s715681

3725/2462 Hrs., Bullet Rotor, 4WD

$59,500

2020 JOHN DEERE 450M
Serial Number: 1E0450MDELL461071

1040 Bales, Monitor, Round Baler, 540PTO

$32,500

2015 JOHN DEERE 640FD
Serial Number: 1H0640FDHE0775078

Flex Draper Pltfrm, Flip Over Reel

$49,500

2015 CASE IH PATRIOT 3240
Serial Number: YFT041634

2,948 Hours, 100’ Boom, 372 Receiver

$107,500

1990 FORD 8730
Serial Number: A921662

3,750 Hours, 2 WD, C/H/A, 12 Speed

$19,500

GREAT PLAINS 2541SC
Serial Number: GP-1514HH

Good Condition, 40’ Crumbler

$14,500

CASE IH RMX340
Serial Number: JFH0021165

7.5” Spacing, 27 ft Working Width

$8,500

2019 JOHN DEERE 5115M
Stock Number: 1LV5115MVKK403159

677 Hours, C/H/A, Loader w/Bucket

$79,500

1998 JOHN DEERE 9610
Serial Number: H09610X678020

2,106 Hours, 4 WD, Chopper & Spreader

$29,500

1963 JOHN DERE 4010
Serial Number: 21T59166

2 WD, 540 PTO, Powertrain Drive

$7,500

2001 CASE IH MX270
Serial Number: JJA0110452

3,320 Hours, 520/46 Rear Duals, 1000PTO

$97,500

1982 JOHN DEERE 2240
Stock Number: 2048

4261 Hours, 540 PTO, 8 Speed

$18,500

2010 CASE IH 3408
Serial Number: YAS018037

8 Rows, 30 in. Spacing, Hyd Deck Plates

$17,500
INFORMATION OR TO CONSIGN EQUIPMENT, CALL AMY EZELL 270-604-2880 OR MARYELIZABETH COLEMAN 270-350-5132 OR 270-962-7273 • www.roederauctioncompany.com

TRACTORS - COMBINES - CORN & GRAIN HEADS - TRUCKS - CONSIGNMENT 
SALE TRAILERS - PLANTERS - INDUSTRIAL EQ - CONSTRUCTION EQ

www.roederauctioncompany.com

UPCOMING 
AUCTION

December 15th 
2023


