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According to the United States Department of  Agriculture,
the average American farmer is white, male, and 58 years old.

There are only 14 percent of  farmers that are women and a
little over 2 percent are black (approximately 45,000). 

Over the past three decades, the average age of  the American
farmer is getting older. Henceforth, the federal government has
taken some measures to address this type of  situation.

President Donald Trump signed a massive $867 billion farm
bill that reauthorizes agriculture and conservation programs
without any cuts to the food stamp program.  The farm bill’s
cost ($867 billion) is based over a ten-year period.

President Trump has voiced his support for stronger and
stricter work requirements for folks getting food stamps. De-
partment of  Agriculture Secretary, Sonny Perdue, stated the
regulation to tighten work requirements was a tradeoff  for
Trump's support for the bill. 

A couple of  items help with some segments of  the farming
population. For example, it nearly triples funding for the two
programs that are designed to support beginning farmers and
some that would be considered socially disadvantaged farmers.

There are two grant programs which are the Socially Disad-
vantaged Farmers and Ranchers Program and the Beginning
Farmer and Rancher Development Program. Now these pro-
grams will be known as FOTO, which stands for the Farmer
Opportunity Training and Outreach Program.

Some good advice for folks in the farm and ag industry that
are thinking of  applying for a grant is to connect with a local
university’s Department of  Agriculture. Many colleges have a
grant-writing staff  that can put together a more professional
application for beginning-farmers that are seeking funds from
the United States Department of  Agriculture.

Thanks to the passage of  the
Farm Bill, more farmers,
ranchers and other agriculture
organizations will be able to
rely on some sort of  assistance
from the government. The bill
intends to help area communi-
ties and perhaps getting more
young people involved from all
walks of  life.

Farm Bill Fast Facts
H training programs 
H loans and grants  
H technical assistance
H guidance with regulations
H farms in extreme climates
H small-scale farm producers

$867B Farm Bill could help aging farm population

USDA Secretary of Agriculture, Sonny Perdue and President Trump
shake hands after signing the $867B Farm Bill.                      USDA photo

Kentucky Proud
53 years of  history

farming rules in KY
The National Farm Ma-

chinery show is the largest
indoor farm show in the
country. Visitors will be able
to check out the latest in
agricultural products,
equipment and services in
the farming industry. 

Louisville proudly host the
annual event at the Ken-
tucky Fair and Expo Center.

Back in February 1965, a
few hundred farmers, sales-
men and crop experts gath-
ered in the Kentucky Fair &
Exposition Center to start a
farm show. That year, com-
modity prices were high and
farmers were experiencing
record-high profits. 

In 1969, the first Champi-
onship Tractor Pull was the
first major indoor event in
Freedom Hall and attracted
66 tractors in three classes.
It’s now the nation’s oldest
tractor pull .
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You can turn left. You can turn right. Or if you’re behind the wheel of the all-new BMW X5, you can decide not to
turn at all. With an available mighty 456-horsepower engine, enhanced suspension for absolute driving comfort or a
sportier driving style, and a fully redesigned interior, the all-new BMW X5 is always ready, no matter the challenge ahead.

Learn more about the all-new BMW X5, and enjoy exceptional offers at Bluegrass BMW.
Bluegrass BMW

©2019 BMW of North America, LLC. The BMW name, model names and logo are registered trademarks.

CONFIDENCE
DOESN’T TAKE DETOURS.
THE ALL-NEW BMW X5. 
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SLOANEX.COM (800) 934-9777

FREE UPS GROUND SHIPPING  
ON ORDERS OVER $195! All Year Long!

THIS YEAR... IT’S ON US!

COME SEE US!
NATIONAL FARM  

MACHINERY SHOW

10% OFF AT THE SHOW!
COUPON CODE: NFMS19 

LOUISVILLE, KY
FEBRUARY 13TH-16TH 

SOUTH WING C •  BOOTH #8943 

$499.89
Fasse ISO Doubler  
Valve Kit
Hydraulic Multipler Kit. 
Includes Switchbox, 
Harness, Valve, Couplers. 
Order #700-1510

$28.99
Kinze 1 Bushel 
Box Topper
Fits Kinze 3000 Series, 
1.9 Bu. Boxes, Molded 
Poly, Adds 1 Bushel, Adds 
8-1/4” Height. 
Order #110172

$34.39
Planter Cast 
Closing Wheel Arm
Fits JD XP, XP Pro  
Planters. 
Order #109220

Bushing  - Order # 109221 - $4.29

$24.79
Planter Gauge 
Wheel Arm Kit
Fits John Deere XP 
Row Units 

Order #110205

$25.79
Planter Gauge 
Wheel Tire
Fits JD XP & XP Pro 
Planters. 

Order #109015

Planter Unit Arms
Fits John Deere 7200, 
7300, 1700, 1760, 1780, 
16” Arms Std.

Upper Arm: $18.29
Lower Arm: $102.19
Bushing: $1.69

$21.49
EZ Slide 80/20 
Talc Graphite 
8lb Jug. Increase planting 
efficiency & maximizes 
yield per acre. 
Order #116032

$10.29
Nichols Ultrawing 
9” Bolt On 
Fits 47º Field Cultivators. 

Order #100105

$22.59
Planter Gauge 
Wheel Arm Kit
Fits JD Me, Me2, Me+ & 
Kinze 2000 Series. 

Order #110199

$28.99
15” Planter Seed 
Disc Opener Blade
Fits John Deere XP  
Row Units. 

Order #109770

$26.99
15” Planter Seed 
Disc Opener Blade
3.5mm Blade. Import 
Bearing. Bellota Blade. 
Fits JD Me, Me2, Me+ 
Planters. 
Order #109660

$26.89
Tungsten Seed 
Disc Scraper Kit
Includes 2 Arms, Spring, 
Scrapers & Hardware.  
Fits Me2, Me+ Planters. 
Order #110902
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Kentucky Proud promotional programs 
are open for business in 2019

Applications sought for Buy Local, Farm to Fork, 
promotional grants

FRANKFORT, Ky. – In late January
Agriculture Commissioner Ryan 
Quarles called for Kentucky Proud 
members and local organizations 
to apply for funding from three 
Kentucky Proud promotional 
programs.

“These Kentucky Proud programs
help raise awareness of the many 
great local foods that Kentucky has 
to offer,” Commissioner Quarles 
said. “In the process, they also 
help Kentucky family farms and 
agricultural businesses succeed. 
These programs are intended to 
help build long-lasting commercial 
relationships that will endure beyond 
the life of these grants.”

The Buy Local program provides 
incentives for participating 
distributors, restaurants, and other 
food service businesses to buy 
and use Kentucky Proud products 
for their customers. The program
offers participants a 15 percent 
reimbursement for the cost of 
Kentucky Proud farm food up to $8,000 
a year or a lifetime cap of $36,000. 
For guidelines and an application, go 
to kyproud.com/buylocal. For more 
information, contact Kelly Walls at 
kellyjwalls@ky.gov or (502) 782-4110.

The Farm to Fork program 
provides incentives for local 
organizations to host dinners that 

showcase local farms, farmers, 
producers, and Kentucky Proud 
products while benefiting a local 
charity. Participating organizations 
may be reimbursed up to $750 for 
purchases of eligible Kentucky 
Proud food products and associated 
promotional expenses. For more 
information, contact Alisha Morris 
at alisha.morris@ky.gov or (502) 
782-4119. For guidelines and an 
application, go to kyagr.com/
marketing/farm-to-fork.html.

The Kentucky Proud Promotional 
Grant reimburses members for up to 
50 percent of future eligible expenses 
for advertising, marketing, and 
reaching consumers at the point of 
purchase to promote agricultural 
products with direct Kentucky farm 
impact. Grants are limited to 10 
percent of the applicant’s reported
direct Kentucky farm impact up 
to $8,000 a year or a lifetime cap of 
$36,000. For more information, contact 
Jonathan Van Balen at jonathan.
vanbalen@ky.gov. For an application, 
guidelines, and other documents, go to 
kyagr.com/marketing/grants.html.

Kentucky Proud is administered 
by the Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture. Funding for Kentucky 
Proud is provided through a grant 
from the Kentucky Agricultural 
Development Fund.
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Josh Dickson • Glasgow, KY
270.670.4515 • Josh.Dickson@cgb.com

Richie Thompson, Glasgow
270.617.2710 • Richie.Thompson@cgb.com

Mike Eubanks • Madisonville, KY
270.836.7790 • Mike.Eubanks@cgb.com

www.cgb-afs.com

CLYDE HITE LUBRICANTS & FASTENERS
• Belts & Hoses
• Chains & Batteries
• Welding Supplies
• Lubricants
• Logging Supplies

Monday - Friday 7AM - 4:30PM • Saturday 7AM - 11AM • Closed Sunday
HWY. 68W., GRACEY, KY • 270/235-5477

PROUDLY
SUPPORTING

FARMERS

Agriculture Commissioner Ryan 
Quarles announced today that the 
Kentucky Department of  Agriculture 
(KDA) has opened the application pe-
riod for Kentuckians wishing to par-
ticipate in the state’s industrial hemp 
research pilot program for the 2019 
growing season. 

“I am proud to report that our pro-
gram participants grew 
more than 6,700 acres of
hemp this year, the 
most ever under the in-
dustrial hemp research 
program,” said Com-
missioner Quarles. 
“The exponential 
growth in our program 
year to year demon-
strates the excitement 
and optimism about the industry. At 
the Kentucky Department of  Agricul-
ture, we will continue to strengthen 
our research pilot program to put in-
dustrial hemp on a responsible path 
toward commercialization.” 

Industrial hemp is one of  several 
alternative crops, including hops and 
kenaf, that have made headway in 
Kentucky’s agricultural economy in 
recent years. In 2018, Kentucky’s 
farmers planted 6,700 acres of  hemp, 
up from 3,200 acres in 2017, 2,350 acres 
in 2016, 922 acres in 2015, and 33 acres 
in 2014, the first year of  the program. 
In addition to 210 grower participants, 
72 hemp processors are conducting re-
search as part of  the KDA program.  

Applications may be downloaded 
from the KDA website at 
kyagr.com/hemp. Grower applica-
tions must be postmarked or received 
by November 30, 2018, at 4:30 p.m. 
EST. Processor/Handler applications 
are preferred by November 30, 2018, 
with a final deadline of  June 3, 2019. 

“The growth of  our program 
demonstrates Congress 
must pass a Farm Bill 
that includes Senate Ma-
jority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell’s Hemp Farming 
Act of  2018,” said Com-
missioner Quarles. “With 
two strong hemp advo-
cates, Leader McConnell 
and Congressman James 
Comer, serving on the 

Farm Bill conference committee, I am 
confident the interest of  Kentucky’s 
industrial hemp growers will be well-
represented.”  

In 2017, the Kentucky General As-
sembly passed Senate Bill 218, tasking 
KDA with promulgating administra-
tive regulations for the program. Pro-
gram rules can be found in 
administrative regulations, as the law 
prescribes, in 302 KAR 50:020 – 50:080. 

KDA operates its industrial hemp 
research pilot program under the au-
thority of  state law (KRS 260.850-
260.869) and a provision of  the 2014 
federal Farm Bill (7 U.S.C. § 5940) that 
authorizes state-managed hemp pilot 
programs.

Hemp Program taking 
applications for 2019

“I am proud to report 
that our program par-

ticipants grew more 
than 6,700 acres of

hemp this year, the most 
ever under the indus-
trial hemp research 

program.”
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FRANKFORT 
— Agriculture
Commissioner 
Ryan Quarles 
invites 
Kentuckians 
to nominate a 
farmer or forester 
for the 2019 
Kentucky Leopold 
Conservation Award.

“The Leopold Conservation 
Award celebrates Kentucky farmers 
and foresters who go above and 
beyond in the care and management 
of natural resources,” Commissioner 
Quarles said. “The nominees carry 
on Kentucky’s proud tradition of 
conserving important resources 
while keeping their property 
productive and sustainable. The 
Kentucky Department of Agriculture 
is proud to be a part of this 
program.”

Sand County Foundation, 
the nation’s leading voice for 
conservation of private land, 
presents the Leopold Conservation 
Award to private landowners 
in 14 states for extraordinary 
achievement in voluntary 
conservation. In Kentucky, the 
$10,000 award is presented with 
the Kentucky Agricultural Council 
and the Kentucky Association of 
Conservation Districts.

Given in honor of renowned 
conservationist Aldo Leopold, the 
award recognizes landowners who 
inspire others with their dedication 
to land, water, and wildlife habitat 
management on private working 
land. In his influential 1949 book, 
“A Sand County Almanac,” Leopold 
called for an ethical relationship 
between people and the land they 
own and manage.

Nominations may be submitted 
on behalf of a landowner, or 
landowners may nominate 
themselves. The application can be 
found at sandcountyfoundation.org/
uploads/Kentucky-CFN-2019WEB.
pdf.

The application deadline date is 
April 1, 2019. The committee prefers 
application materials to be sent 

Quarles asks for 
nominations

See QUARLES, page 8
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Ky. agricultural receipts hold steady, but net cash income drops
LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Buoyed by gains
in the poultry and equine industries, 
Kentucky agricultural cash receipts 
are predicted to hold steady to 2017 
levels, but 2018 net cash income will 
likely dip.

 Agricultural economists from 
the University of Kentucky College of 
Agriculture, Food and Environment 
are projecting 2018 farm cash receipts 
to be $5.7 billion, equaling last year’s 
level.

 “Kentucky farm income has held 
up better than national trends over the 
past several years given our mix and 
diversity of agriculture and above-
average grain crop yields,” said Will 
Snell, UK agricultural economist. “For 
2019, we expect Kentucky agriculture 
cash receipts to hold steady with 
continued strength in the equine and 
poultry markets offsetting anticipated 
losses for soybeans, tobacco and cattle. 
Trade developments and weather will 
ultimately dictate the 2019 market.”

 UK agricultural economists 
estimate Kentucky’s net cash income 
to total around $1.8 billion, which is 
nearly 10 percent lower than last year 
due to higher production costs and a 
reduction in government payments.

 “The prolonged period of low 
commodity prices coupled with higher 
expenses is resulting in cash flow and 
liquidity challenges. These could be 
made worse for some producers this 
year because of lower soybean yields 
and quality, resulting from a very wet 
harvest period,” said Jerry Pierce, 
program coordinator for the Kentucky 
Farm Business Management Program. 
“This is prompting producers to 
either cut into their equity or increase 
operating loan debt. Both management 
decisions reduce farm equity and 

weaken repayment ability.”
 Poultry will likely remain the 

state’s top agricultural commodity, 
comprising 21 percent of projected 2018 
sales. Equine, soybeans, cattle and 
corn are expected to follow.

 The equine industry continues to 
grow, and 2018 receipts should exceed 
$1 billion. The Keeneland September 
Yearling Sale was up more than 20 
percent from 2017.

 “A relatively strong economy and 
another Triple Crown winner likely 
supported both sales and stud fees 
for 2018, which I expect to be up by 
10 percent,” said Kenny Burdine, UK 
agricultural economist. “It is likely 
that this strength will continue into 
2019.”

 A strong economy and exports 
helped the cattle market remain 
relatively stable in 2018. Calf prices are 
roughly $8 more per hundredweight 
than they were in 2017. Burdine 
expects an increase in beef cattle 
numbers to result in lower prices in 
2019.

“Producers should look for  
seasonal price increases during the 
spring, but expect prices by fall 2019 to 
be below this year’s levels,” Burdine 
said.

 Dairy production remains 
challenging for Kentucky producers 
and is projected to be down 15 percent 
on the year. Dairy cow numbers 
declined in 2018 as producers faced 
unfavorable margins and some 
producers lost contracts with Dean 
Foods. In 2018, milk prices declined 
more than $1.50 per hundredweight 
from 2017. Economists expect prices to 
improve slightly in 2019, but margins 
will remain challenging.

 In 2018, U.S. soybean and 

corn acreage decreased by about 1 
million acres each, but record yields 
continued to result in large crops. In 
Kentucky, record yields are expected 
to result in a 7 percent increase in 
soybean receipts in 2018, despite trade 
concerns. Domestic and international 
use of corn was up by 17 percent in 2018 
and reduced U.S. stocks. Corn prices 
increased 24 cents per bushel in 2018 
from 2017.

 “The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture forecasts that corn will 
be more profitable than soybeans in 
2019 due to strong domestic demand 
and exports for corn,” said Todd Davis, 
UK agricultural economist. “USDA 
forecasts corn area to increase by 2.8 
million acres in 2019. Soybeans are 
expected to have the largest quantity 
of stocks in history for the 2018-2019 
marketing year, which will reduce 
prices and potentially shift 6.6 million 
acres out of soybeans in 2019.”

 Slumping demand and an 
extremely poor growing season 
resulted in a significantly lower 
yielding burley crop. The value of 

Kentucky tobacco production may 
struggle to reach $300 million in 2018, 
which is $60 million less than the 
state average over the past 10 years. 
Dark tobacco may comprise nearly 
half of the value of the state’s tobacco 
crop this marketing year compared 
to only averaging about 7 percent in 
the 1990s. E-cigarettes and vaping 
products, which contain virtually no 
U.S. tobacco content, continue to take 
market shares away from traditional 
tobacco products. The tumbling burley 
demand and slowing growth in snuff 
sales will likely result in a reduction 
in contract volume for both burley and 
dark tobaccos in 2019.

 Mostly favorable growing 
conditions for produce gave fruit and 
vegetable growers an opportunity 
to expand their markets beyond the 
state’s borders. In 2018, Kentucky sales 
reached $48 million, which was slightly 
lower than 2017. Farmers markets 
and other direct-to-consumer sales 
comprised nearly half of total receipts.

 “Kentucky fruit and vegetable 

Farmer’s Lime & Fertilizer Company
For your Driveway Repair or Landscaping Needs, Call

Spring is just around 
the corner!

• Mulch
• White Rock
• Red Rock • Top Soil
• Fill Dirt • Septic Rock

• White Sand • Fill Sand •Lava Rock
• White Marble Chip • Bulk Lava Rock

Lime and Fertilizer, Seed and Chemical
Pickup and Delivery Available
CALL 731-479-3827

FARMER’S LIME COMPANY
Martin Highway • South Fulton

See INCOME, page 34
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electronically to colemansteve51@
gmail.com.

The 2018 recipient of the award 
was Trunnell Family Farm from 
Utica.

The Kentucky Leopold 
Conservation Award is made 
possible thanks to the generous 
support and partnership of the 
Kentucky Agricultural Council; 
the Kentucky Association of 
Conservation Districts; Kentucky 
Farm Bureau; the Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture; the 
Kentucky Corn Growers Association; 
the Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources; the 
University of Kentucky College of 
Agriculture, Food and Environment; 
the Kentucky Woodland Owners 
Association; the Kentucky Tree 
Farm Committee; the Kentucky 
Cattlemen’s Association; the 
AgriBusiness Association of 
Kentucky; Kentucky Pork Producers; 
The Nature Conservancy in 
Kentucky; and the U.S Department 
of Agriculture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service.

■ QUARLES – from Page 6 Bankrupt South Texas 
beef processor sold

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas (AP) —
A South Texas beef  processor has
been sold to a North Carolina real
estate developer at a court-ap-
proved bankruptcy auction.

Corpus Christi-based Sam Kane
Beef  Processors had filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection
last month . In a statement, JDH
Capital Co. of  Charlotte, North
Carolina, said it intends to make
“meaningful investments in the
processing plant and will con-
tinue to operate the business as a
going concern.

The slaughterhouse had
agreed in a July federal court set-
tlement to pay nearly $38 million
over 18 months that it owed to
livestock sellers. 

Federal law requires next-busi-
ness-day payment for livestock
purchases. That was after the
company was accused of  violat-
ing a January 2017 order by the
U.S. Department of  Agriculture
requiring the slaughterhouse to
make payments when due.
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Biodiesel market in EU 
opens for U.S. soybeans

WASHINGTON — Conservation
practices required for U.S. soybean 
production meet EU sustainability 
standards, and biodiesel produced 
from documented soybeans 
can now be used in the EU, the 
European Commission has formally 
announced.

The EU requires biofuels 
to meet a set of sustainability 
criteria outlined in its Renewable 
Energy Directive (RED). The 
U.S. soy industry has its own 
sustainability guideline, the 
Soybean Sustainability Assurance 
Protocol (SSAP) that, with 
this announcement, the EU 
acknowledges meets its rigorous 
RED requirements.

Davie Stephens, a soybean 
grower from Clinton, Ky., and 
American Soybean Association 
(ASA) president said, “U.S. farmers 

have long prided themselves 
on adopting newer and better 
methods for producing high-
quality soybeans that are grown 
responsibly and sustainably. The 
SSAP sets a high standard that 
demonstrates that commitment, 
and we are pleased that the EU 
Commission has recognized our 
efforts by opening the door for 
SSAP-certified soybeans to be used 
in EU biodiesel.”

The United States is the lead 
supplier of soybeans to the EU, and 
while this announcement applies 
only to soybeans exported for 
biodiesel, ASA sees it as a positive 
step for enhancing its EU market 
and validating the quality of the 
SSAP sustainability initiative. The 
EU’s decision will remain in place 
through at least July 1, 2021.

–American Soybean Association

Stop by and speak with a forage  
consultant to get your forage plan for 2019

855-897-9010
Craig Cohron
270-202-9346
ccohron@hotmail.com

Nutritional Blending/ Byron Seed
West Wing

Booths #1543 & #1545

Visit us at the National 
Farm Machinery Show

Soybean Harvest in America.

Photo Provided
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Tractor Supply
opens store in

Benton, Kentucky
The Kentucky Lake Chamber of  Commerce

held a Ribbon Cutting at the Grand Opening of
the new Tractor Supply store in Benton, KY.

Front row left to right are some of their
employees, Kenneth Stufflebeam,

Tyler Hill, Teresa Sanders, Jody Hemingway, and
with scissors is Store Manager Jason Crowell

along with his wife Stacie & son Henry. 

They are surrounded by fellow chamber members,
plus students from the Marshall County High School
Future Farmers of  America (FFA) Club and students

with the Marshall County 4-H organization.
The Marshall Master Gardners Club were present also.
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Farm equipment
maintenance  
is important

by Teresa Ann Pearson
KPI Staff

Whether your farm is large or 
small, you have farm equipment 
that is an essential part of your 
farm life. That equipment is vital 
to your livelihood and is not 
cheap. Maintenance schedules are 
very important to keeping that 
equipment in running order and 
decrease the need for costly repairs
that get into your profits.

• Do routine checks. Inspect 
your equipment on a regular 
basis. Check and replace filters
as needed. Be sure fluids like oil 
are at the proper level. Check for 
corrosion and don’t forget to make 
sure lights and signals are working
properly.

It helps to know your
equipment well and to at least 
have a basic understanding of how 
everything works. 

• Keep your equipment clean. 
Clean equipment will go a long 

way in making sure it will operate 
properly. Do at least a quick 
pressure wash after each use, then 
after each season do a thorough 
cleaning.

• Learn basic skills. It helps 
to know some basic mechanical 
skills to work on your equipment 
without having to hire a mechanic 
for minor issues which also cuts 
into your profit. Learn some 
simple welding and and at least 
light mechanic skills to work on 
your own equipment especially 
important when time is of great 
importance.

• Train your help. Make sure 
your family and/or farmhands 
know how to help with the cleaning
and maintence also. It is great to 
know the skills yourself but you
need everyone to do their part in 
helping with maintenance also.

Farmers big and small, invest a 
lot of money into their equipment 
each year, be sure you take great 
care of that equipment to make it 
last and protect your investment.

Maintenance is an important part of farm life.

Photo Provided
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Congress close to 
passing farm bill

By Bruce Schreiner
Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) _ Senate Ma-
jority Leader Mitch McConnell told 
his home state’s most influential 
farm group on Saturday that federal 
lawmakers are close to passing a new 
farm bill that will legalize industrial 
hemp _ a long-banned crop now gain-
ing a foothold in Kentucky.

“I know these have not been 
great times in agriculture in recent 
years,’’ McConnell said in a speech at 
the Kentucky Farm Bureau’s annual 
meeting. “But I guarantee you this, 
we are going to get a farm bill.’’

Congressional agriculture com-
mittee leaders from both parties have 
said they reached an agreement in 
principle but were working to final-
ize the multibillion-dollar bill’s lan-
guage and costs. McConnell put him-
self on the conference committee that 
worked out the deal.

“I’m not here to spike the ball in 
the end zone yet,’’ McConnell later 
told reporters Saturday. “But I think 
all the pieces are in place. And one of 
those pieces is the legalization of in-
dustrial hemp.’’

The measure would renew the 
safety net for farmers at a time when 
the sector has struggled from low 
commodity prices, tough weather 
conditions during harvest and trade 
disruptions amid President Donald 
Trump’s use of tariffs to try to gain 
concessions from trading partners.

The biggest stumbling block to an 
agreement on the farm bill was a dis-
pute over work requirements for food 
stamp recipients.

The deal worked out by congres-
sional negotiators would scrap new 
work requirements for some older 
food stamp recipients _ rejecting a 
plan backed by Trump and House Re-
publicans.

Asked if the Republican presi-
dent would accept the deal, McCon-
nell told reporters Saturday: “I’m not 
going to make an announcement for 
him, but I’m optimistic that he’s sat-
isfied with this agreement that we’ve 

reached.’’
Hemp is deeply rooted in Ken-

tucky’s past, and the bluegrass state 
has emerged as a national leader in 
redeveloping a hemp industry.

Hemp legalization would make 
it a legal agricultural commodity, re-
moving it from the federal list of con-
trolled substances. Growing hemp 
without a federal permit was banned 
decades ago because of its classifica-
tion as a controlled substance related 
to marijuana. Hemp and marijuana 
are the same species, but hemp has 
a negligible amount of THC, the psy-
choactive compound that gives mari-
juana users a high.

The crop was historically used 
for rope but has many other uses, 
including clothing and mulch from 
the fiber; hemp milk and cooking oil 
from the seeds; and soap and lotions. 
Other uses include building mate-
rials, animal bedding and biofuels. 
Hemp-derived cannabid oil, or CBD 
oil, as a health product has become 
an increasingly large market.

Hemp’s comeback started with 
the 2014 federal farm bill. McConnell 
helped push for a provision allowing 
states to pursue hemp research and 
development. That allowed the crop 
to be grown on an experimental basis.

Kentucky farmers planted 6,700 
acres (2,710 hectares) of hemp in 2018 
_ more than twice last year’s pro-
duction, according to the state’s ag-
riculture department. More than 70 
Kentucky processors are turning the 
plant into products. The value of Ken-
tucky’s 2017 hemp crop was about $17 
million.

More than 1,000 Kentucky farm-
ers have applied to grow hemp in 2019 
_ a 400 percent increase from appli-
cations for the 2018 production year, 
Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner 
Ryan Quarles said Saturday.

“We’ve known that the enthusi-
asm for the crop continues to grow,’’ 
he said. “And with the farm bill on 
the horizon, we know that this crop is 
no longer a novelty but is on its way 
to becoming a commodity.’’
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Safety on the farm

by Teresa Ann Pearson
Kpi Staff

We all agree that safety on 
the farm is very important. But 
for children who live on a farm it 
is even more important that the 
parents make sure their kids know 
how to stay safe. Many children 
each year are injured or die by 
farm accidents. It is great for the 
whole family to help out on the 
farm but make sure they stay safe.

• Make sure kids know the
rules. - Have conversations on a 
regular basis about safety rules 
and what is expected of the kids. 
Age will of course dictate what 
jobs they can perform on the farm. 
Kids will be kids so make sure 
you remind them constantly to be 
careful.

• Teach them the equipment.
Children should know enough 
about farm equipment and tools 
to know how to behave around 
each peice. Help them understand 

the dangers of each peice. Make 
sure equipment and tools are 
in clean and in proper working 
order so there are no mistakes and 
accidents.

• Have kids take farm safety
classes. Contact your local 
Cooperative Extension and Farm 
Bureau offices to enroll children in 
farm safety camps. 

• Be the example. Show your
kids proper safety by being safe 
yourself. Use all equipment 
properly and set an example to 
the kids of what they should do by 
doing it too.

Thousands of kids help their 
parents on the farm, keep them 
safe by teaching them to be safe 
and being the example of safety to 
them. 

Having your family help on the 
farm is wonderful and rewarding 
and can make for a bright future 
and fond memories, but make sure 
they are good memories. Their life 
depends on it.

At ADM, everything  
we do starts with you.

ADMadvantage.com

OUR CAREFULLY CULTIVATED SUITE 
OF TOOLS AND STRATEGIES ARE       
DESIGNED TO HELP YOU PROACTIVELY 
MANAGE YOUR GRAIN MARKETING.
Whether you like to take an active role in the 
execution of your contracts, or you prefer to 
leave it to the experts, our reliable professionals 
are there for you, giving you the guidance you 
need to stay competitive for years to come.

Talk to us about our  
grain marketing or visit 
ADMadvantage.com  
to learn more.
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Kids enjoy helping on the farm, but make sure they are safe.

Photo Provided
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By Laura Skillman 

Lexington, Ky., - Siemer 
Milling Company is making a gift 
of $1 million to the University of 
Kentucky Grain and Forage Center 
of Excellence to support initiatives to 
improve grain quality and agronomic 
productivity of wheat in Kentucky 
and the region.

The gift will be given in five 
annual installments of $200,000 
to support the Siemer Milling 
Company Wheat Production Program 
Fund. The fund will be used for 
programming, equipment, outreach, 
and faculty and student support. The 
conference center at the soon-to-be 
completed Grain and Forage Center 
will be named the Siemer Milling 
Company Conference Center.

 Siemer Milling opened a flour 
mill in Western Kentucky 23 years 
ago to be closer to their largest 
customer and discovered that 

wheat growers in the region were 
among the most sophisticated in 
the business, said Rick Siemer, 
president.

“Because of the knowledge base, 
geography and weather patterns in 
Kentucky, growers can get three 
good crops in two years. These 
growers are interested in growing 
quality wheat and essential to that is 
optimizing production techniques,” 
he said. “Innovative agricultural 
leaders in the area brought in best 
practices developed in the United 
Kingdom to improve growing skills 
in Kentucky and the university 
utilized and expanded on those skills.

“When university officials 
showed me their plans and vision for 
the Grain and Forage Center and I 
shared it with our board of directors, 
they said it sounded like a great idea. 
We are excited about deepening our 
relationship and support of wheat 
cultivation and growing techniques 
in Kentucky.”

Siemer is a 136-year-old family 
and employee-owned company 
operating wheat flour mills in 
Teutopolis, Illinois, West Harrison, 
Indiana and Hopkinsville. The 
grain milling operations purchase 
25 million bushels of locally-grown 
wheat and produce 750,000 tons of 
processed wheat products annually, 
including flour, wheat bran and 
wheat germ.

UK College of Agriculture, Food 
and Environment Dean Nancy Cox 
said partnerships with industry are 
crucial to the success of a facility 

like the Grain and Forage Center of 
Excellence.

“The agriculture industry in 
Kentucky has been supportive of 
our college’s research and outreach 
efforts for many years. This 
wonderful gift from Siemer Milling 
continues this legacy,” she said. “We 
are very fortunate to have a company 
in our state that provides a market 
for our farmers and understands 
the value of ongoing research and 
educational efforts.”

Facilities for the Grain 
and Forage Center are under 
construction at UK’s Research and 
Education Center in Princeton as 
part of a renovation and expansion 
project. Among the improvements 
are updated and state-of-the-art 

meeting facilities, laboratories and 
offices, and a boost to the center’s 
high-speed internet capabilities to 
allow graduate students stationed 
at the center to remotely participate 
in classes in Lexington. These 
improvements are expected to be 
completed this summer and will 
enhance the college’s extension, 
research and teaching missions.

Chad Lee, UK grain crops 
specialist and center director, said 
grain and forage industries play key 
roles in Kentucky’s economy and 
the investments made in the Grain 
and Forage Center of Excellence will 
move those sectors forward in the 
state.

“We appreciate the partnership 
that the Siemer Milling family 
has developed with growers, 
crop consultants, farm supply 
providers and UK,” Lee said. “Their 
commitment to sustainably grown 
wheat and strengthening the local 
communities where wheat is grown 
is an idea appreciated by all involved. 
We are humbled by their investment 
and look forward to our partnership 
for generations to come.”

More information about Siemer 
Milling Company can be found 
at https://www.siemermilling.
com. More information about the 
UK Grain and Forage Center of 
Excellence can be found at https://
gfce.ca.uky.edu.

Siemer Milling gives $1 million to UK Grain and Forage Center

Siemer Milling announces $1 million gift to the UK Grain and Forage Center of 
Excellence. At the announcement at the Kentucky Commodity Conference are from 
front left: Warren Beeler, Governor's Office of Agricultural Policy; Robert Houtz, 
UK; David Van Sanford, UK; Rick Siemer, Henry Siemer and Carl Schwinke, all from 
Siemer Milling. Back: Lloyd Murdock and Chad Lee, both from UK. Photo by Matt 
Barton, UK agricultural communications.
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Burley Tobacco  
Cooperative Announces 

2019 Scholarships
The Burley Tobacco Growers 

Cooperative Association (BTGCA) is 
proud to announce that the 2019 BTGCA 
Scholarship applications are now being 
accepted for individuals attending 
community and technical colleges, 
private colleges, two-year public colleges, 
seminaries, trade schools and public 
universities.

 The Burley Tobacco Growers 
Cooperative will award ten $2,000 
scholarships to students for the 2019-2020 
school years. It is a great way for our 
organization to help our farm families 
as they work to provide educational 
opportunities to their children.

 The BTGCA scholarship is awarded 
on the basis of the student's overall 
grade-point average, writing ability, and 
leadership potential. All applicants must 
have a minimum overall GPA of 2.5 from 
their current educational institution. The 
BTGCA will show preference to those 
applicants who have a tobacco farming 
background.

 The BTGCA scholarship is awarded 
for one academic year, in two equal 
amounts for the fall and spring semesters. 
Students may re-apply each year. The 
scholarships are available to individuals 
from the states of Kentucky, Indiana, 
Ohio, Missouri, and West Virginia.

 The 2019 BTGCA Scholarship 
application is available on the BTGCA 
website, or by calling the office at 
(859) 252-3561. Applications must be
postmarked by April 1, 2019 and mailed to
the BTGCA office.

 Each application will be reviewed by 
the Burley Co-op Scholarship Committee, 
and recipients will be notified of the 
award offer by the April 25, 2019. The 
first installment of the scholarship will 
be paid upon proper proof of enrollment 
from the registrar's office by August 15th.

 The BTGCA is proud to be part of 
the history of burley tobacco farmers 
who have served as the foundation of our 
rural communities. BTGCA is dedicated 
to providing opportunities to allow its 
members and their families to continue 
the tradition of the family farm and 
growing the highest quality U.S. burley 
tobacco in the world.

 To learn more about the BTGCA 
visit the website, www.burleytobacco.
com.

Which tractor is best for you?
by Teresa Ann Pearson
KPI Staff

You just bought the property 
you been dreaming of, you have a 
farmhouse, barn and a large field 
for your animals and maybe even 
more for crops. Now comes the 
hard work. 

Now you need the right tools 
and equipment for the work 
ahead. To have a fully functioning 
farm you need a tractor to do the 
mowing, hauling, heavy lifting, 
digging and other chores. Tractors 
provide the means to handle the 
jobs required in keeping up a large 
farm property, but buying and 
operating one of these machines 
can be intimidating.

Here are tips to assess your 
needs and find the tractor to make 
managing your property succesful.

In calculating your need for a 
tractor, consider the size of your 
acreage, the terrain, your animal 

population and your management 
practices. A garden tractor may 
provide enough power to help out 
with the chores on properties as 
large as about five acres. They 
are more maneuverable for small 
grazing areas, and a garden tractor 
with 16 to 18 horsepower can 
pull some implements. However, 
your property exceeds five acres, 

if the terrain is rugged or if you 
regularly do chores demanding 
more horsepower, you may need a 
larger tractor.

For a grazing-based farm, 
whether it’s for cattle or horses, 
mowing is essential for the pasture 
and for weed control.

First write out a job list you 
expect the tractor to perform, 
and let that be your guide. Farm-
equipment dealers are the primary 
resources in deciding which 
tractor will best to do the jobs Most 
small farm owners choose compact 
tractors with 16 to 45 horsepower. 
Exactly where you fit in that power 
range depends on your plans. 
Talk to a reliable dealer and tell 
him what you plan to do, how 
much property you have and what 
animals you plan to keep.

Invest in a little more tractor 
than your job list demands. If 
you buy the bare-minimum 
horsepower, the machine will be 
in a constant state of strain and 
more likely to break down. Take a 
realistic look at what you plan to 
do with your tractor.

Once you have figured out 
which tractor you need, then you 
have to pair it with implements. 
The equipment you select needs to 
be matched with the tractor in size, 
power source and capacity. Your 
dealer can help you with those 
choices as well.

Owning a farm, large or small, 
is a wonderful and rewarding 
adventure in life. Just be sure you 
get the proper equipment you need 
to be successful, and enjoy the ride!

Photo Provided
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USDA offers secure, convenient 
online business options

Farmers, ranchers and foresters encouraged to sign-in/sign-up

LEXINGTON - Farmers, ranchers
and agricultural producers in 
Kentucky have new online options 
to access U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) programs. 
Through USDA’s new streamlined 
process producers can now 
register, track and manage their 
applications for the Market 
Facilitation Program (MFP) 
and 2017 Wildfires Hurricanes 
Indemnity Program (2017 WHIP) on 
the secure and convenient https://
www.farmers.gov/sign-in.

 “You can conduct business 
with USDA from the comfort 
of your home, office, or mobile 
device,” said Brian D. lacefield, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) State 
Executive Director for Kentucky. 
“These online services save time, 
reduce paperwork and, in some 
cases, speed up processing.” 

 MFP and 2017 WHIP are 
administered by FSA and are 
currently available on the 
https://www.farmers.gov/sign-
in. To apply and manage their 
applications online, producers 
first need to sign up for the 
Level 2 eAuthentication access. 
Enrolling is a two-step process. 
For producers who do not already 
have an account can register for 
an account atwww.eauth.usda.
gov. After creating the account, 
customers receive a confirmation 
email with instructions for identity 

verification. Identity verification 
can be completed online or by 
presenting a government issued 
photo ID in person at a USDA 
service center. 

 In addition to the programs 
available through the farmers.
gov portal, other programs offered 
by FSA can be managed at the 
Online Services page with the same 
eAuthentication credentials.

“We know doing business online 
has become a key part of many 
agricultural operations and hope 
our online services can provide the 
ease and convenience you’ve come 
to expect,” said Lacefield.

 Individual producers have 
many options available for 
conducting business online with 
USDA agencies including FSA, 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) and the Risk 
Management Agency (RMA). 
Online tools such as the NRCS 
Conservation Client Gateway 
offer customers added flexibility 
and a secure web portal to track 
payments, report completed 
practices, request assistance, 
and sign documents. Level 2 
eAuthentication access is not yet 
available for entities, but it is 
available for individuals.

To learn more about conducting 
business with USDA online and to 
locate the nearest USDA service 
center, visitwww.farmers.gov.
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USDA launches new program to 
create High-Speed rural internet

WASHINGTON – Agriculture Secretary
Sonny Perdue announced in December 
that the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) is offering up 
to $600 million in loans and grants to 
help build broadband infrastructure in 
rural America. Telecommunications 
companies, rural electric cooperatives 
and utilities, internet service 
providers and municipalities may 
apply for funding through USDA’s 
new ReConnect Program to connect 
rural areas that currently have 
insufficient broadband service. 
Answering the Administration’s call to 
action for rural prosperity, Congress 
appropriated funds in the fiscal year 
2018 budget for this broadband pilot 
program. USDA Rural Development 
is the primary agency delivering the 
program, with assistance from other 
federal partners.

   “High-speed internet 
e-Connectivity is a necessity, not an
amenity, vital for quality of life and
economic opportunity, so we hope that
today rural communities kick off their
rural broadband project planning,”
Secretary Perdue said. “Under the
leadership of President Trump, USDA
has worked to understand the true
needs of rural communities facing
this challenge so we can be strong
partners to create high-speed, reliable
broadband e-Connectivity.”

   USDA will make available 
approximately $200 million for grants 
(applications due to USDA by April 
29), as well as $200 million for loan 
and grant combinations (applications 
due May 29), and $200 million for low-
interest loans (applications due by 
June 28). 

   Projects funded through this 
initiative must serve communities 
with fewer than 20,000 people with no 
broadband service or where service 
is slower than 10 megabits per second 
(mbps) download and 1 mbps upload.

   Approved projects must create 
access speeds of at least 25 mbps upload 
and 3 mbps download. Priority will be 
awarded for projects that propose to 
deliver higher-capacity connections 
to rural homes, businesses and farms. 
USDA seeks to stretch these funds as 
far as possible by leveraging existing 
networks and systems without 

overbuilding existing services greater 
than 10/1 mpbs.

   Evaluation criteria include 
connecting agricultural production 
and marketing, e-Commerce, health 
care and education facilities. Previous 
research by USDA has demonstrated 
that high-capacity broadband 
is critical to all aspects of rural 
prosperity, including the ability to 
grow and attract businesses, retain 
and develop talent, and maintain rural 
quality of life.

   To help customers with the 
application process, USDA is holding 
a series of online webinars and 
regional in-person workshops. The 
full list of upcoming public webinars 
and workshops can be found at the 
ReConnect Program’s resource portal 
at reconnect.usda.gov.

   In April 2017, President Donald 
J. Trump established the Interagency
Task Force on Agriculture and Rural
Prosperity to identify legislative,
regulatory and policy changes that
could promote agriculture and
prosperity in rural communities.
In January 2018, Secretary Perdue
presented the Task Force’s findings
to President Trump. These findings
included 31 recommendations to align
the federal government with state,
local and tribal governments to take
advantage of opportunities that exist in
rural America. Increasing investments
in rural infrastructure is a key
recommendation of the task force.

   To view the report in its 
entirety, please view the Report to the 
President of the United States from 
the Task Force on Agriculture and 
Rural Prosperity (PDF, 5.4 MB). In 
addition, to view the categories of the 
recommendations, please view the 
Rural Prosperity infographic (PDF, 190 
KB).

   USDA Rural Development 
provides loans and grants to help 
expand economic opportunities 
and create jobs in rural areas. This 
assistance supports infrastructure 
improvements; business development; 
housing; community facilities such as 
schools, public safety and health care; 
and high-speed internet access in rural 
areas. For more information, visit 
www.rd.usda.gov.
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By Jason Travis
Farmers' Quarterly

It's a centennial celebration at 
Cardinal Hill Farms in Glasgow, Ky. 
On Feb. 19, 2019, Mike Elmore will 
celebrate the family farm's 100th year 
in operation. It was Feb. 19, 1919, when 
his grandparents, the farm's original 
owners, purchased the land that would 
be worked by future generations of 
the family. The farm has passed to 
Elmore's parents and then to both he 
and his sister. 

Over the years row crops such as 
corn, soybeans and tobacco have been 
grown on the farm. However, Cardinal 
Hill Farms is more recognized for 
raising cattle. Elmore has developed 
what many recognize as a top-notch 
herd of registered Angus cattle. 

"I love raising cattle. I love the 
rural lifestyle," Elmore said. "It’s 
something our family has carried on 
for a long time. It’s sort of who we are.”

Elmore describes farming and 
ranching as a labor of love. He said 
weather always plays a factor, from 
the extreme heat in the summer to 
the extreme and rapid temperature 
changes during the winter months. 
However, Elmore said Angus cattle 
generally do well in cold weather. 

Cardinal Hill Farms is looking 
forward to blue skies and mild 
temperatures for its Second Annual 
Production Sale scheduled at noon, 
Saturday, March 30, 2019. Selling are 
89 Lots of Elite Females and 'Rest Easy' 
bulls. Cardinal Hill Farms is located at 
405 Cedar Grove Rd. in Glasgow, Ky. 
Visit them online at cardinalhillfarms.
com.

Cardinal Hill Farms  
celebrates its centennial
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Indiana unveils strategy to 
grow hardwoods industry

INDIANAPOLIS — Lt. Governor
Suzanne Crouch announced today 
a new economic development 
strategy to grow the state’s 
hardwoods industry. Unveiled 
at the Indiana Hardwood 
Lumbermen’s Association’s annual 
convention, the Indiana Hardwood 
Strategy will be used by the state 
to expand current and attract 
new wood processing facilities 
to Indiana and strengthen the 
hardwoods industry.

“Indiana is renowned for 
producing high quality hardwood 
timber, yet more than $230 million 
of sawmill products are coming 
from outside the state,” Crouch 
said. “With demand there and our 
robust, sustainable forest resource 
base, we want to provide that 

supply chain link and help capture 
some of that economic activity in 
Indiana.”

According to the strategy, the 
hardwoods industry contributes 
more than $10 billion to the state’s 
economy and supports over 70,000 
high-wage jobs. The employment 
multiplier for this sector is 1.8, 
meaning that every 10 jobs directly 
related to hardwoods supports an 
additional eight jobs in the state.

In addition, the value of 
Indiana’s hardwood exports totaled 
more than $250 million in 2017, 
with Canada and China serving 
as the state’s top two markets. 
Export of logs, regardless of type, 
has increased in the past decade, 
and value-added products, such as 
paperboard products and veneer, 

are seeing growth, the strategy 
claims.

“For every dollar invested 
on a finished wood product, an 
additional 80 cents is generated 
by companies that support the 
production process,” said Bruce 
Kettler, Indiana State Department 
of Agriculture Director. “This is a 
significant sector within Indiana’s 
agricultural economy, and we look 
forward to using this strategy to 
take it to the next level.”

Another component identified 
by the strategy is the importance 
of sustainability and proper 
forest management. Indiana 
has approximately 4.9 million 
acres of forestland, of which, 84 
percent is privately owned, 8 
percent is owned by state and local 
government and 7.5 percent is 
owned by the federal government.

The total acreage of timberland 
in Indiana has steadily increased 
since the 1960s, and forests are 
growing in volume more than 3.3 
times the amount being removed 
each year.

“Hardwoods lead Indiana 
agriculture in the economic 
impact because of the value 
added processing after the initial 
manufacturing output, but even so, 
there are still millions of dollars 
of logs leaving the state each 

year,” said Brett Franklin, owner 
of Tristate Timber LLC. “The 
hardwood strategy will promote 
expansion of existing businesses as 
well as new opportunities for value 
added demand in Indiana.”

To grow the state’s 
hardwoods industry, the strategy 
identified three key focus areas: 
business development, education 
and marketing.

Some of the specific initiatives 
under these areas include 
strengthening Indiana’s existing 
hardwoods industry by expanding 
current processing, attracting new 
companies to the state, educating 
consumers and businesses on the 
sustainability of the hardwoods 
industry, reducing leakages and 
developing an ongoing campaign to 
promote the value of hardwoods.

The strategy was commissioned 
by the Indiana Department of 
Natural Resources, the Indiana 
Hardwood Lumbermen’s 
Association and the Indiana 
State Department of Agriculture, 
and was completed by DJ Case 
& Associates, Purdue Center for 
Regional Development, Purdue 
University Department of Forestry 
and Natural Resources, and Purdue 
Extension.

Visit www.isda.in.gov/
hardwoods to read the full strategy.
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Tobacco farmer's son endorses smoking ban in most workplaces
FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) — The son of
a tobacco farmer running for gover-
nor in Kentucky endorsed a
statewide smoking ban in most work-
places on Tuesday, a sign of  the
evolving tobacco politics in a state
once dominated by the cancer-caus-
ing cash crop.

Adam Edelen grew up on a tobacco
farm in Meade County and said he
was raised to believe "Santa Claus
lived in the tobacco patch." But in a
state with one of  the highest adult
and youth smoking rates in the coun-
try, Edelen said he felt compelled to
endorse a plan that would ban smok-
ing at enclosed workplaces, including
bars and restaurants with three or
more employees. Facilities that spe-
cialize in tobacco products and serv-
ices would be exempt, he said.

"I also understand, I think better
than anybody, the cultural hold that
tobacco has had on Kentucky," Ede-
len said. "But Kentuckians have got
to stop being victims of  our history.
We've got to start building a better fu-
ture."

For decades, tobacco was an impor-
tant cash crop that formed a pillar of
this rural state's economy. But like
the coal industry, tobacco has fal-
tered recently because of  a mix of
market and political forces. Now,
state regulators have painted anti-
smoking murals on former tobacco
barns that once filled the country-
side.

Kentucky's major cities have had
public smoking bans in place for
years. And most workplaces already
ban smoking. But many rural areas
of  the state don't have smoking bans,
and it's still OK to light a cigarette in
some rural manufacturing plans and
bars and restaurants, including
bingo halls, according to Bonnie
Hackbarth, spokeswoman for the
Foundation for a Healthy Kentucky.
Out of  Kentucky's 173 school dis-
tricts, 99 do not ban tobacco products
on school property or at school-spon-
sored events.

Legislative efforts to pass a
statewide workplace smoking ban in

Kentucky have stalled in recent
years. Tobacco companies have spent
millions of  dollars lobbying the state
legislature and are often among the
top spenders for each session.

But public support for a statewide
smoking ban has been growing. A
2017 poll by the Foundation for a
Healthy Kentucky found more than
seven in 10 people in Kentucky sup-
ported a statewide smoking ban, ac-
cording to a telephone survey of
1,580 adults that had a margin of
error of  plus or minus 2.5 percent.

"I think one of  the reasons that
we've not been successful in getting
this passed is we haven't had gover-
nors lead form the front on this
issue," Edelen said.

At least 25 states have enacted
workplace smoking bans, and an-
other five states have banned smok-
ing in bars and restaurants,
according to the Campaign for To-
bacco-Free Kids.

Republican Gov. Matt Bevin, who is
running for re-election, has said

smoking bans should be a local issue.
But he has chosen for his running
mate Republican state Sen. Ralph Al-
varado, a medical doctor who has led
the fight for a statewide smoking
ban.

Recently, Alvarado and other law-
makers have shifted their focus to
ban all tobacco products at Ken-
tucky's public schools and school-
sponsored events, a proposal that is
gaining traction in the state legisla-
ture this year.

"It isn't as simple as a governor
saying, 'I want it,' or not. You have to
have the buy-in of  the legislature,"
Alvarado said.

Kentucky's Republican-controlled
legislature raised cigarette taxes by
50 cents last year, bringing total taxes
to $1.10 a pack. Lawmakers used the
extra money to balance the budget,
which included an increase in public
education spending.

Tuesday, Edelen proposed increas-
ing the cigarette tax to the national
average of  $1.70 a pack. He said he

would use some of  the extra money
on smoking cessation programs. Ede-
len said he is a former smoker who
quit "cold turkey" when his sons
were born.

"I am not a nanny state candidate. I
believe If  you want to smoke you
should be able to," he said. "But I also
believe those who choose not to
smoke, those who choose to protect
their health in the workplace or the
health of  their children have a right
to a law that protects them."

Edelen is one of  four Democrats
running for governor this year. The
others are state Attorney General
Andy Beshear, state House Minority
Floor Leader Rocky Adkins and for-
mer state employee Geoff  Young.

On the Republican side, Bevin is
seeking re-election but faces chal-
lenges from William Woods, Ike
Lawrence and state Rep. Robert Go-
forth.

The Republican and Democratic
primaries are May 21.

On highway 60 in Kevil, KY (Ballard County) you can find a painted barn that promotes an anti-tobacco message. The Purchase
District Health Department had it painted by "The Barn Artist" Scott Hagan. The barn features the Quit Now Kentucky logo.
A $25,000 grant through the Kentucky Tobacco Prevention and Cessation-Program helped in gettng the barn painted. 
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IMPLEMENTS: 
10 Bale Grapple 
14’ Harrigator 
8 Wheel Rake w/Kicker Wheel 
AC 2300 10’ Wheel Disc 
Aerway 14’ Aerator w/Rolling Har.
ARPS 3 Pt. Backhoe Attachment 
Bale Accumulator 
Blu-Jet 12 Row Side Dresser 
Bomford BX364 7’ Offset  3 Pt. Flail 

Mower 
Brillion 11’ Cultipacker 
Brillion 5 Shank V-Ripper 
Buhler #80 Hyd. Angle Rear Blade
Case-IH 3 Pt. Chisel Plow 
Case-IH 8420 Rd. Baler 
Chandler 27’ Litter Spreader 
Claas 260RC Rd. Blr., Net, Crop
Dunham 12’ Cultimulcher 
Farmhand 815 Grinder Mixer  w/Scales 
Ferguson 3 Pt. PTO Rotary Ditcher
Ficklin 9500 Grain Cart 
Gehl 125 Grinder-Mixer 
Glencoe 7 Shank Disc Chisel 
GP 1510 15’ No-Till Drill 
Great Plains TS1000 Sprayer 
Hesston 4 Sp. Hyd. Fold Tedder
Hesston 1190 Haybine 
Howse 10’ 3 Pt. Rotary Mower 
IH 1100 Pull-Type Sickle Mower 
IH 12’ Stalk Chopper 
IH 1PR 1Row Corn Picker 
IH 2400 Rd. Baler 

IH 370 10’ Wheel Disc 
IH 485 21’ Disc w/2 Bar Harrow 
IH 490 24’ Disc w/7” Spacing 
IH 510 21x Drill w/Grass Seed 
IH 720 Chopper w/2x Head 
IH Pull Type Chisel Plow 
IH Stalk Chopper 
JD 12’ Cultipacker 
JD 13’ Cultipacker 
JD 15’ Cultimulcher 
JD 1517 15’ Batwing Rotary Mower
JD 1560 10’ No-Till Drill  w/Grass Seed 
JD 1560 15’ No-Till Drill 
JD 2R Pull-Type Planter 
JD 1750 4 Row Conservation Planter w/

No-Till, Dry Fert 
JD 18x FB Drill w/Grass Seed 
JD 327 Baler JD 336 Baler w/Kicker
JD 350 Manure Spreader 
JD 44 Manure Spreader 
JD 630 22’ Disc w/7” Spacing 
JD 643 6 Row Corn Head
JD 7000 4R Planter w/Dry Fert. 
JD 750 10’ No-Till Drill 
JD 8’ RW Wheel Disc 
JD 8250 21x7 Drill, Grass Seed 
JD 926 MoCo 
JD 9500 Combine
JD KBA 8’ Wheel Disc 
JD MX7 7’ Rotary Mower 
JD MX8 8’ Rotary Mower 
Killbros 15 Ton Wagon w/Auger
Kinze 2300 8R Twin-Line Planter

Kuhn 9’ Pull Type Box Blade 
Land Pride RCR2596 8’ Pull Rotary 

Mower 
Mast Skid Steer Mount Blade 
Memo Star 340 PTO Rake 
Meyer Salt Spreader, Unused 
Meyers Silage Wagon 
MF 146V Rd. Baler w/Net Wrap 
NH 10 Whl. Rake w/Kicker Whl. 
NH 258 Rake 
NH 276 Baler 
NH 3114 Tandem Axle SideSlinger 

Manure Spreader 
NH 329 Manure Spreader 
NH 492 9’ Haybine 
NH 56 Rake 
NH 57 3 Pt. Rake 
NH 570 Twine Baler, Low Usage 
NH 575 Wire-Tie Baler 
NH 644 Rd. Baler w/Net 
NH BR740 Silage Special Rd. Baler
NH BR740A Rd. Baler w/Net, Crop
NH BR740A Rd. Baler w/Net, Low Bales 
NI 12A Ground Drive Manure Spreader 
NI 323 1 Row Picker 
Penta 6720HD Mixer Wagon
Perfecta II 8’ 3 Pt. Fld. Cult.  w/Rolling 

Basket 
ReelMaster Pull-Type Reel Mower
Remlinger 1225 33’ Double Rolling 

Harrow 
Sitrex 2 Sp. Pull-Type Tedder 
Skid Steer 6’ Snowblower (Unused)

Skid Steer Rotary Mower 
Sunflower 4010 5-Sh Disc Ripper
Top Air 500 Gal. Spray, 40’ Booms
Top Air TA1100 Sprayer \
Unverferth 275 Wagon w/Auger
Vicon 835CT Discbine 
White 508 3x Semi-Mount Plow
Wilmar 4 Ton Fertilizer Spreader
Wil-Rich 9 Shank Disc Ripper 
Wil-Rich Field Cultivator 
Winpower PTO Generator
Woods 15’ Batwing Rotary Mwr.
Woods BB84 7’Rotary Mower 
Woods Duall Forklift 
Several 3 Pt. Roto-Tillers, Box Blades, 

2x And 3x Plows, Rear Blades, Sickle 
Bar Mowers, Finish Mowers, And 
Discs 

ATVs, UTVs, LAWN MOWERS 
Cub Cadet 4x2 Big Country UTV
Husqvarna MZ5225 52” Mower
Husqvarna RZ5426 54” Mower 
JD 717 Mower w/48” Deck 
JD F725 Front Mower 
JD GX255 Mower w/48” Deck 
Kawasaki Prairie 360 Selectable 4x4 

ATV 
Kubota RTV900, 4x4 Dsl., PS 
Kubota RTV900, 4x4 Diesel  w/PS, 

Blade 
Kubota TG1860G Mower, PS, Bagger
Kubota ZD331LP-72 31HP Diesel 

Zero-Turn w/72” Deck 

Polaris UTV 4x2 
Scag Tiger Cub 52” Mower 
Snapper Pro S200XT 72” ZeroTurn 

Mower, Nice! 
Yerf Dog Scout, 4x2 UTV 
CONSTRUCTION 
Bobcat 742B Skid Steer, Low Hrs.
DitchWitch 7020 4x4 Trencher w/ 

Backhoe, Low Hrs. 
DitchWitch R65 Trencher  w/Backhoe
Ford 545 Ldr.-Backhoe 
Gehl 4610 Skid Steer 
JD 310E, 4x4 Ldr.-Bhoe, Cab 
JD 420 Dozer NH C175 Track Steer Ldr. 
NH L250 Skid Steer 
Pettibone DA80P 4x4 Forklift 

ITEMS OFF 
KENNETH WARD FARM

NH 3930, 1,122 Hrs 
GM DM200 7’ 3 Pt. Disc Mower
Kuhn SR108GII 8-Wheel Hyd. Wheel 

Rake, Like New! 
Walton WT18 4-Sp. Hay Tedder 
MF 1745 Rd. Baler, Like New!
JD MX15 15’ Batwing Mower 

w/540RPM, Like New! 
Shaver 8” All Hyd. Post Driver 
Lone Wolf 20’ 2-Axle Trailer w/7000# 

Axles 
King Kutter 6’ Roto-Tiller 
King Kutter 6’ Rotary Mower 
King Kutter 8’ HD Rear Blade 
Speeco 12” 3 Pt. PH Digger

ONLY A PARTIAL LISTING!
Check Our Website For Complete List & Photos For This HUGE Auction!

www.greenandsons.com

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 9 A.M. SHARP

OVER 400 PIECES & 120 TRACTORS!
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Registration is now open for the Uni-
versity of Kentucky’s inaugural high 
school crop scouting competition. 

The event will take place from 8 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. July 30 at the UK Research 
and Education Center in Princeton. 

Participating teams should consist of 
four to six high school students and an 
adult leader. Agriculture educators, FFA 
leaders, 4-H adult volunteers, industry 
representatives and extension agents 
are encouraged to field a team.  

The students will compete in hands-
on, interactive field scouting exercises in 
corn and soybeans. They will display 
their knowledge and decision-making 
ability in basic agronomics, pest identifi-
cation and big-picture crop production 
questions. All teams will receive immedi-
ate feedback on their answers. 

“We are really excited to bring this 
competition to Kentucky. These compe-
titions are a great opportunity for the 

state’s high school students to get 
hands-on experience in agriculture at 
UK’s Grain and Forage Center of Excel-
lence,” said Kiersten Wise, UK exten-
sion plant pathologist and event 
organizer. “Participating in these events 
gives youth a broader knowledge of the 
challenges that farmers and the agricul-
ture industry face each year.” 

The registration deadline is April 1, 
and registration is limited to the first 10 
teams. Once registered, teams will re-
ceive study materials to help them pre-
pare for the competition. 

The top three teams will receive mone-
tary prizes, and the overall winner will 
be eligible to compete in the national 
crop scouting competition. 

To register for the competition or 
questions about the event, email Wise 
at kiersten.wise@uky.edu. 

UK to host its first high school 
crop scouting competition

Tuesday, February 26 
8:30 a.m. Registration for KDDC Young Dairy Producers Conference 
9-11:30 a.m. Trade Show Set up 
9:30 a.m. “Today’s Management Practices Impact Future Milk Production” -  

Dr. Donna Amaral-Phillips, University of Kentucky 
10:15 a.m. “Mastitis Protocols:  Detection, Treatment, Prevention” -  

Dr. John Laster, DVM 
11 a.m. Break 
11:15 a.m. “Look, listen and feel – Life Saving and day-to-day  

milking machine maintenance” - Dr. Leo Timms, Iowa State University 
12 p.m.-1:30p.m.            Lunch and Trade Show Opens 
1 p.m.-5 p.m. ADA of Kentucky Board Meeting  
1:30 p.m. “Calves Survive and Thrive in Group Housing and Mob Feeding” -  

Scott Pralle and Pam Selz-Pralle, Selz-Pralle Dairy
2:30 p.m. “Know Your Numbers, Considerations for Increasing your  

Farm Margins” - Matt Davis, Farm Credit Mid-America 
3:15 p.m. Break
3:45 p.m. “FSA Update” - Brian Lacefield, Farm Service Agency 
4:30- 6 p.m. Visit Trade Show
6 p.m.-8 p.m. Dairy Awards Dinner -Keynote Speaker -”Keeping the Next Generation 

on the Farm” - Doug Ackerman, The Dairy Alliance  

Feb. 26 & 27 • SLOAN CONVENTION CENTER
Sloan Convention Center • 1021 Wilkinson Trace • Bowling Green, KY

Holiday Inn Hotel room is $105. Call 270-745-0088 under Ky. Dairy Partners.

ALL TIMES ARE CENTRAL

Wednesday, February 27  
 8 a.m. Registration and Trade Show Open 
 9 a.m. Welcome – Dr. Richard Coffey, University of Kentucky 
 9:10-9:40 a.m.               ADA of Kentucky     
 9:50-10:35 a.m.             “Don’t forget the basics when troubleshooting milk quality” -  
                    Dr. Leo Timms, Iowa State University 
10:45-11:30 a.m.            “Give Cows your "A Game" Every Day”- Scott Pralle and  
               Pam Selz-Pralle, Selz-Pralle Dairy 
11:30-1:30 p.m.              Lunch - KDDC Annual Business Meeting – Trade Show Exhibits 
                (Bidding Ends on Silent Auction Items) 
1:30-2 p.m.  “Deciding what to do with problem cows”- Dr. Leo Timms,  
           Iowa State University  
2:05-2:35 p.m.                “Dairy Fuels the Body, and Professors!” - Lisa Sheehan Smith,  

 Middle Tennessee State University 
2:40-3:10 p.m.                “Dairy Farms, Cows and Practices in the Future” -
                     Dr. Jack Britt, Britt Consulting 
3:15 p.m.      Wrap up and Evaluations 
3:30 p.m.  Have a Safe Trip Home
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Registration is now open for the Uni-
versity of Kentucky’s inaugural high 
school crop scouting competition. 

The event will take place from 8 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. July 30 at the UK Research 
and Education Center in Princeton. 

Participating teams should consist of 
four to six high school students and an 
adult leader. Agriculture educators, FFA 
leaders, 4-H adult volunteers, industry 
representatives and extension agents 
are encouraged to field a team.  

The students will compete in hands-
on, interactive field scouting exercises in 
corn and soybeans. They will display 
their knowledge and decision-making 
ability in basic agronomics, pest identifi-
cation and big-picture crop production 
questions. All teams will receive immedi-
ate feedback on their answers. 

“We are really excited to bring this 
competition to Kentucky. These compe-
titions are a great opportunity for the 

state’s high school students to get 
hands-on experience in agriculture at 
UK’s Grain and Forage Center of Excel-
lence,” said Kiersten Wise, UK exten-
sion plant pathologist and event
organizer. “Participating in these events 
gives youth a broader knowledge of the 
challenges that farmers and the agricul-
ture industry face each year.” 

The registration deadline is April 1, 
and registration is limited to the first 10 
teams. Once registered, teams will re-
ceive study materials to help them pre-
pare for the competition. 

The top three teams will receive mone-
tary prizes, and the overall winner will 
be eligible to compete in the national 
crop scouting competition. 

To register for the competition or 
questions about the event, email Wise 
at kiersten.wise@uky.edu. 

UK to host its first high school 
crop scouting competition

Tuesday, February 26
8:30 a.m.                         Registration for KDDC Young Dairy Producers Conference 
9-11:30 a.m.                   Trade Show Set up 
9:30 a.m.                         “Today’s Management Practices Impact Future Milk Production” -  
                                       Dr. Donna Amaral-Phillips, University of Kentucky 
10:15 a.m.                       “Mastitis Protocols:  Detection, Treatment, Prevention” -  
                                       Dr. John Laster, DVM 
11 a.m.                            Break 
11:15 a.m.                       “Look, listen and feel – Life Saving and day-to-day  
                                       milking machine maintenance” - Dr. Leo Timms, Iowa State University 
12 p.m.-1:30p.m.            Lunch and Trade Show Opens 
1 p.m.-5 p.m.                  ADA of Kentucky Board Meeting  
1:30 p.m.                        “Calves Survive and Thrive in Group Housing and Mob Feeding” -  
                                       Scott Pralle and Pam Selz-Pralle, Selz-Pralle Dairy              
2:30 p.m.                        “Know Your Numbers, Considerations for Increasing your  
                                       Farm Margins” - Matt Davis, Farm Credit Mid-America 
3:15 p.m.                        Break
3:45 p.m.                        “FSA Update” - Brian Lacefield, Farm Service Agency 
4:30- 6 p.m.                    Visit Trade Show
6 p.m.-8 p.m.                  Dairy Awards Dinner -Keynote Speaker -”Keeping the Next Generation 
                                       on the Farm” - Doug Ackerman, The Dairy Alliance  

Feb. 26 & 27 • SLOAN CONVENTION CENTER
Sloan Convention Center • 1021 Wilkinson Trace • Bowling Green, KY

Holiday Inn Hotel room is $105. Call 270-745-0088 under Ky. Dairy Partners.

ALL TIMES ARE CENTRAL

Wednesday, February 27
 8 a.m.                             Registration and Trade Show Open 
 9 a.m.                             Welcome – Dr. Richard Coffey, University of Kentucky 
 9:10-9:40 a.m.               ADA of Kentucky     
 9:50-10:35 a.m.             “Don’t forget the basics when troubleshooting milk quality” -  
                                       Dr. Leo Timms, Iowa State University 
10:45-11:30 a.m.            “Give Cows your "A Game" Every Day”- Scott Pralle and  
                                       Pam Selz-Pralle, Selz-Pralle Dairy 
11:30-1:30 p.m.              Lunch - KDDC Annual Business Meeting – Trade Show Exhibits 
                                       (Bidding Ends on Silent Auction Items) 
1:30-2 p.m.                     “Deciding what to do with problem cows”- Dr. Leo Timms,  
                                       Iowa State University  
2:05-2:35 p.m.                “Dairy Fuels the Body, and Professors!” - Lisa Sheehan Smith,  
                                       Middle Tennessee State University 
2:40-3:10 p.m.                “Dairy Farms, Cows and Practices in the Future” -  
                                       Dr. Jack Britt, Britt Consulting 
3:15 p.m.                        Wrap up and Evaluations 
3:30 p.m.                        Have a Safe Trip Home

High School FFA crop competition
to be hosted by University of Kentucky
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ATTENTION TOBACCO FARMERS! For Your Strip-Till Needs
The Multivator With the high cost of raising 
tobacco and the higher demand on the larger tobacco 
farmers, CBC Ag has provided innovative ways with a 
cultivator that fits your unique needs. This strip till ma-
chine is designed to work up the ground behind  your crop 
stubble and provide a perfect bed for your tobacco that 
not only reduces the amount of times you go through your 
fields but also prevents washouts from heavy rains. This 
allows you to save money on any additional costs of 
diesel fuel and replanting.

CBC has been a leader in creating 
solutions for the tobacco farmer to save 
time and money. We can help you from 
the green house to the tobacco barn. 
Give us a call and find out more on 
this unique strip till machine.

CALL BRUCE CLINE • KENDAL CLARK • KENT BOYD • TOMMY BRUCE

CBC Ag
ENTERPRISES      INC. Toll Free 866-491-4946 • Fax (270) 424-9764

(270) 424-9760
13603 Dawson Springs Rd. • Crofton, KY

Model 

FPSR Commercial
Growing Cultivator

2 & 4 Row Units

Greenhouse 
Supplies 

For Your Spring 
Seeding Needs!

ON  SALE!

Meet Kentucky’s new crop
By Jason Travis
Farmers’ Quarterly

The 2018 Farm Bill’s 
legalization of hemp as an 
agricultural crop is being 
described as a much needed boost 
to many farmers, especially those 
growing tobacco.

But what is hemp? And is it 
true it’s related to marijuana?

Hemp is used to make a variety 
of commercial and industrial 
products including rope, textiles, 
clothing, shoes, food, paper, 
bioplastics, insulation, and biofuel.

The basic difference in hemp 
vs. marijuana, which are both 
varieties of cannabis sativa,  is 
that hemp has small amounts of 
Tetrahydrocannabinol or THC- the 
substance found in marijuana that 
produces the feeling of becoming 
“high.” 

Studies indicate hemp is made 
up of .3 percent THC. Researchers 
say marijuana has much higher 

concentrations of THC. However, 
steps are being taken to eliminate 
THC amounts in hemp completely. 
Last month, GenCanna Global 
Inc. announced that the company 
has developed non-GMO hemp 
genetics with 0.0 percent THC 
through research developed at 
the University of Kentucky. Ag 
Commissioner Ryan Quarles called 
the development remarkable for 
both the hemp industry and the 
State of Kentucky. 

Still, guidelines that must 
be followed for growing hemp. 
Individuals and businesses must 
be licensed by the Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture to grow 
or process industrial hemp in 
Kentucky. Under laws passed by 
the Kentucky General Assembly 
and the United States Congress, it 
is unlawful to possess any raw or 
unprocessed hemp, hemp plants, or 
hemp seed without a license from 
the KDA.

 PO Box 267 • Hickman • 270-236-9000
Helping the world thrive.

Kentucky's hemp farming 
applications skyrocketing

By Tom Latek
Via - Kentucky Today

FRANKFORT, Ky. –  The passage of the
federal farm bill has led to a huge jump 
in applications from Kentucky farmers 
eager to grow industrial hemp.

Agriculture Commissioner Ryan 
Quarles announced on Tuesday 
that the Kentucky Department 
of Agriculture approved 1,035 
applications to cultivate up to 42,086 
acres of industrial hemp in 2019, 
as well as 2.9 million square feet of 
greenhouse space for hemp cultivation.

Quarles said this proves there is 
a lot of interest and excitement about 
hemp.

“The growth in the number of 
approved acres from 16,000 last year to 
42,000 this year shows that Kentucky 
is rapidly becoming the epicenter 
of the hemp industry in the United 
States,” Quarles said. “We believe 
Kentucky is ready to lead as the nation 
begins the process of transitioning to 
the commercialization of a crop that 
connects our past to our future.”

In 2018, 210 growers were licensed 
to plant up to 16,100 acres of industrial 
hemp and planted more than 6,700 
acres. Program participants planted 
more than 3,200 acres in 2017, 2,350 
acres in 2016, and 922 acres in 2015. 
Thirty-three acres were planted in 
2014, the first growing year.

Individuals and businesses must be 
licensed by the KDA to grow or process 
industrial hemp in Kentucky. Under 
laws passed by the Kentucky General 
Assembly and the United States 

Congress, it is unlawful to possess 
any raw or unprocessed hemp, hemp 
plants, or hemp seed without a license 
from the KDA.

KDA hemp program license holders 
must pass background checks and 
consent to allow program staff and 
law enforcement officers to inspect 
any premises where hemp or hemp 
products are being grown, handled, 
stored, or processed. Under state law, 
KDA provides GPS coordinates of 
approved hemp planting sites to law 
enforcement agencies before any hemp 
is planted. GPS coordinates must be 
submitted on the application.

The 2018 farm bill removes 
industrial hemp from the federal 
Controlled Substances Act and 
gives hemp growers access to USDA 
programs such as crop insurance. It 
also assigns the primary regulatory 
authority of industrial hemp to 
the states in those states where a 
regulatory framework is in place. 
The farm bill outlines minimum 
requirements a state regulatory 
framework must contain to win 
approval by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture.

Quarles submitted Kentucky’s 
hemp plan to U.S. Agriculture 
Secretary Sonny Perdue minutes after 
President Trump signed the farm bill 
on Dec. 20, making Kentucky the first 
state to file its plan.

In the future, KDA will conduct 
an analysis to reduce administrative 
regulations deemed no longer 
necessary due to the 2018 farm bill. 
However, there will be no program 
changes in 2019.
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1444 WHITE RD. • BOONVILLE, IN.
(812) 897-1747

AUCTIONEER:  ROBERT E. DIMMETT  - LICENSE #  AU09200240

(812) 897-1747
1444 White Road

Boonville, IN 47601

Robert E. Dimmett
Owner/Auctioneer

Lic # AU09200240

PUBLIC AUCTION

SAT., MARCH 9th, @ 9 AM

Farm Equipment Auction

Due to retiring, DAS will be selling the farm  
equipment of Gerry Howard on public auction at
10600 Yellowbanks Trail, Dale Indiana, 47523. 
The farm is located just south of Interstate 64

off of North Hwy 161.
There are not a lot of smalls so show up on time!!!  

Look For more information please call or look on our website at www.dimmettauctionservice.com

COMBINE & HEADS, TRACTORS, FARM
EQUIP, GRAIN TRUCKS, TOOLS & PARTS

10600 Yellowbanks Trail, 
Dale Indiana, 47523

Public Auction 
Saturday, March 2nd, 2019 Sale Starting at 10:00 A.M.

Auction preview: Friday, March 1st 12-5 pm 
FARM MACHINERY CLOSE-OUT 

12626 THIELE ROAD, FORT WAYNE, IN 46819 
1978 IH 1586 Turbo D Tractor, Like New Firestone 20.8x38" Rear Tires w/Hub Mount. Tractor Du-
als, Category Ill 3 pt., Fully Factory Cab, Air Dual Hydraulics, Full Set Factory Hook-on Front Plow 
Weights, SN-2650151U1577, Hour-meter Reads 6683 Hrs, Used on 87 Acre Farm, Clean & Sharp!
1962 Massey Ferguson Super 90 D Tractor, Wide Front, 4 Cylinder Peakins Diesel Engine, 3 pt 
Category II Hitch, 540 PTO, Dual Hydraulics, SN-CNW8122614, Owned by Harrold Spenn since 
1990 - Clean! 
1980 IH 1460 Rotary D Combine, RE MFG IH 436 Diesel Engine, Full Cab • Air, Extra Straw 
Spreader, SN-1700223U013879, Hour Meter 4596 Hrs., Purchased From Crane Equip., Cliffton, 
ILL., Used Fall of 2018 • Clean!
SELLING SEPARATE: IH Model 863-6X30 Corn Head, IH 20' Grain Table Model 820, JD 7000 
Row Planter. AND MUCH MORE

800.373.6363  • 260.824.2426
130 W Market St., Bluffton, IN 46714

National Ag Briefs

FARGO, N.D. (AP) — North Dakota’s
winter wheat crop is a bit bigger than
it was a year ago.

The federal Agriculture Depart-
ment says North Dakota farmers last
fall planted 110,000 acres of  the crop,
up from 85,000 acres the previous
year.

Winter wheat goes dormant over

the winter, then begins growing
again in the spring and is harvested
in the summer. It’s not a major crop
in North Dakota, and acreage fluctua-
tions are common.

Nationally, farmers planted 31.3
million acres of  winter wheat, down
4 percent and the second-lowest U.S.
acreage on record.

North Dakota winter wheat acres
up slightly; US acreage down

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — South
Dakota’s winter wheat crop is a bit
smaller than it was a year ago.

The federal Agriculture Depart-
ment says South Dakota farmers last
fall planted 800,000 acres of  the crop,
down 4 percent from 830,000 acres the
previous year.

Winter wheat goes dormant over
the winter, then begins growing
again in the spring and is harvested
in the summer.

Nationally, farmers planted 31.3
million acres of  winter wheat, down
4 percent and the second-lowest U.S.
acreage on record.

South Dakota winter wheat acres down 4 %

FARGO, N.D. (AP) — North Dakota’s
winter wheat crop is a bit bigger than
it was a year ago.

The federal Agriculture Depart-
ment says North Dakota farmers last
fall planted 110,000 acres of  the crop,
up from 85,000 acres the previous
year.

Winter wheat goes dormant over

the winter, then begins growing
again in the spring and is harvested
in the summer. It’s not a major crop
in North Dakota, and acreage fluctua-
tions are common.

Nationally, farmers planted 31.3
million acres of  winter wheat, down
4 percent and the second-lowest U.S.
acreage on record.

Canola in North Dakota in 2018 sets record

HARLINGEN, Texas (AP) — A South
Texas company is recalling nearly 50
tons (45.36 metric tons) of  chicken
products due to misbranding and the
labels not indicating the items con-
tain an allergen — eggs.

The U.S. Department of  Agricul-
ture says the recall involves VICS Ac-
quisition of  Harlingen.

A company that VICS Acquisition
co-packs for discovered the problem
Friday. USDA was notified Saturday.
Officials have no reports of  anyone
getting sick.

The happi foodi Bloody Mary In-
spired Chicken, Southeast Grocers
Brand Marsala Chicken and South-
east Grocers Brand Mediterranean
Herb Chicken items were produced
Aug. 7 through Oct.15, 2018.

The products include 1½ pound
(0.45 kilogram) packages of  frozen
steam bag meals with various lot
codes and the establishment number
P-34622. Use by dates range from last
Thursday through April 15.

Happi foodi items were shipped na-
tionwide. Southeast Grocers Brand
products went to retailers in Ala-
bama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana,
Mississippi, North Carolina and
South Carolina.

The recalled items should be re-
turned to the place of  purchase or
thrown away. are common.

Nationally, farmers planted 31.3
million acres of  winter wheat, down
4 percent and the second-lowest U.S.
acreage on record.

So. Texas company recalls 50 tons of chicken items
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According to the United States Department of  Agriculture,
the average American farmer is white, male, and 58 years old.

There are only 14 percent of  farmers that are women and a
little over 2 percent are black (approximately 45,000). 

Over the past three decades, the average age of  the American
farmer is getting older. Henceforth, the federal government has
taken some measures to address this type of  situation.

President Donald Trump signed a massive $867 billion farm
bill that reauthorizes agriculture and conservation programs
without any cuts to the food stamp program.  The farm bill’s
cost ($867 billion) is based over a ten-year period.

President Trump has voiced his support for stronger and
stricter work requirements for folks getting food stamps. De-
partment of  Agriculture Secretary, Sonny Perdue, stated the
regulation to tighten work requirements was a tradeoff  for
Trump's support for the bill. 

A couple of  items help with some segments of  the farming
population. For example, it nearly triples funding for the two
programs that are designed to support beginning farmers and
some that would be considered socially disadvantaged farmers.

There are two grant programs which are the Socially Disad-
vantaged Farmers and Ranchers Program and the Beginning
Farmer and Rancher Development Program. Now these pro-
grams will be known as FOTO, which stands for the Farmer
Opportunity Training and Outreach Program.

Some good advice for folks in the farm and ag industry that
are thinking of  applying for a grant is to connect with a local
university’s Department of  Agriculture. Many colleges have a
grant-writing staff  that can put together a more professional
application for beginning-farmers that are seeking funds from
the United States Department of  Agriculture.

Thanks to the passage of  the
Farm Bill, more farmers,
ranchers and other agriculture
organizations will be able to
rely on some sort of  assistance
from the government. The bill
intends to help area communi-
ties and perhaps getting more
young people involved from all
walks of  life.

Farm Bill Fast Facts
� training programs 
� loans and grants  
� technical assistance
� guidance with regulations
� farms in extreme climates
� small-scale farm producers

$867B Farm Bill could help aging farm population

USDA Secretary of Agriculture, Sonny Perdue and President Trump
shake hands after signing the $867B Farm Bill.          USDA photo

Kentucky Proud
53 years of  history

farming rules in KY
The National Farm Ma-

chinery show is the largest
indoor farm show in the
country. Visitors will be able
to check out the latest in
agricultural products,
equipment and services in
the farming industry. 

Louisville proudly host the
annual event at the Ken-
tucky Fair and Expo Center.

Back in February 1965, a
few hundred farmers, sales-
men and crop experts gath-
ered in the Kentucky Fair &
Exposition Center to start a
farm show. That year, com-
modity prices were high and
farmers were experiencing
record-high profits. 

In 1969, the first Champi-
onship Tractor Pull was the
first major indoor event in
Freedom Hall and attracted
66 tractors in three classes.
It’s now the nation’s oldest
tractor pull .

For info on
advertising call
270-442-7389

Next issue April 4-6

Lawsuit says vets altered dates
on X-rays of auction horses

LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP) _ A
new lawsuit accuses veteri-
narians of  falsifying the
dates on X-rays of  horse
sold at public auction at the
Keeneland racetrack.

The Lexington Herald-
Leader reports the lawsuit
was brought Tom Swearin-
gen. He is a horse buyer and
trainer who says he paid
more than $400,000 for 24
horses from 2007 to 2016.

The lawsuit was filed
Thursday in Fayette Circuit Court. It claims veterinarians altered dates
to make it look as though X-rays were taken within three weeks of  a sale
when they were actually older.

The suit seeks class-action status, claiming that ``thousands of  buy-
ers'' have been duped by altered X-rays.

Michael Casey is an attorney for Hagyard Equine Medical Institute.
That's where the veterinarians named in the lawsuit work. He told the
paper the case is without merit.

Game Winner among
362 horses eligible

for Triple Crown
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) _ Un-
beaten Game Winner, winner of
the Breeders' Cup Juvenile and
last year's 2-year-old champion,
is among 362 3-year-old thor-
oughbreds made eligible during
the early nomination period to
compete in the Kentucky Derby,
Preakness and Belmont Stakes.

Other top horses include
Gunmetal Gray, Improbable,
Knicks Go, Mucho Gusto and
Tax.

Four fillies and 20 horses
based outside North America,
including 11 from Europe, five
from Dubai and four from
Japan, also are among the early

nominees for the Triple Crown
series that opens with the Ken-
tucky Derby on May 4. The
Preakness is May 18 and the Bel-
mont is June 8.

It cost owners and trainers
$600 to nominate each horse dur-
ing the early period, which
ended Jan. 26. The late period,
requiring a payment of  $6,000,
continues until April 1.

Steve Asmussen led all train-
ers with 27 nominations. Five-
time Derby winner Bob Baffert,
Chad Brown and Todd Pletcher
each had 17 nominees. Baffert
trains Game Winner, Improbable
and Mucho Gusto.
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TRACTORS - COMBINES - 
CORN & GRAIN HEADS 

- DRILLS - HAY AND
TILLING EQUIP

- PLANTERS - ROTARY
MOWERS - SPRAY EQUIP 

- INDUSTRIAL EQUIP -
100’S OF ITEMS 

ON SALE DAY
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TRACTORS - COMBINES 
- CORN & GRAIN HEADS -

DRILLS 
- HAY AND TILLING EQUIP

- PLANTERS - ROTARY
MOWERS - SPRAY EQUIP 

- INDUSTRIAL EQUIP -
100’S OF ITEMS ON SALE 

DAY

www.roederauctioncompany.com

NOTE! INFORMATION OR TO CONSIGN EQUIPMENT, CALL DELBERT ROEDER 270.881.2610 OR AMY EZELL 270-604.2880
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Sale Every Tuesday at 12 Noon • Trucking Available
270-898-8377 • Highway 60 • Ledbetter

MARCH 15TH • APRIL 19TH • MAY 17TH

LIVINGSTON
LIVESTOCK

Proudly Owned & Operated by 
the Stockholders Since 1945

Cattle, Horses,
Poultry, Pets & 

more.. 
475 WEST KY DRIVE  • LACENTER, KY

270-665-5101

We are your Feed 
Headquarters

Gas • Farm • Home
Clothing • Gardening

Sporting Goods

Scholarships available thru Burley Co-op
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1237 US Hwy. 51 S. • Clinton, KY • 270-653-2381 
9 Greenfield Hwy • Bradford, TN • 731-742-4454

Air Seed Delivery.
Extend your hours
of operation.

KINZE.COM

TRI-COUNTY EQUIPMENT
1237 US Hwy. 51 S. • Clinton, KY

270-653-2381
www.tri-countyequipmentinc.com

Less time filling.
More time planting.

At Kinze® we’re always thinking ahead. That means
engineering more efficient and reliable ways to put seed
in the ground. Our Air Seed Delivery system does
exactly that with twin, 55-bushel hoppers that can cover
up to 260 acres in a single fill. Now that’s productivity.
It’s available on the 3800, 3700 and 3660 planters. To
learn more, visit your Kinze Dealer.

Air Seed Delivery.
Extend your hours
of operation.

KINZE.COM

TRI-COUNTY EQUIPMENT
1237 US Hwy. 51 S. • Clinton, KY

270-653-2381
www.tri-countyequipmentinc.com

Less time filling.
More time planting.

At Kinze® we’re always thinking ahead. That means
engineering more efficient and reliable ways to put seed
in the ground. Our Air Seed Delivery system does
exactly that with twin, 55-bushel hoppers that can cover
up to 260 acres in a single fill. Now that’s productivity.
It’s available on the 3800, 3700 and 3660 planters. To
learn more, visit your Kinze Dealer.

TRI-COUNTY EQUIPMENT

At Kinze® we’re always thinking ahead. That means 
engineering more efficient and reliable ways to put seed in 

the ground. Our Air Seed Delivery system does exactly
that with twin, 55-bushel hoppers that can cover up to

260 acres in a single fill. Now that’s productivity.

It’s available on the 3800, 3700 and 3660 planters.
To learn more, visit your Kinze Dealer.

by Zac Willis
KPI Staff Writer

Since 1983, Fayette County 
Farm Bureau has held a farm 
machinery consignment auction. 
This year marks the 36th auction. 
It will be held at Kentucky Horse 
Park located at 4809 Iron Works 
Pkwy, Lexington, KY 
40511. They will accept 
equipment for the 
auction on Thursday, 
March 7 and Friday, 
March 8. The actual 
sell will begin at 8:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, March 9.

The event often has folks 
consigning with them from not 
only Kentucky, but other states, 
too. The auction is open to the 
public. Carrie McIntosh, the 
Executive Director of Fayette 
County Farm Bureau Federation, 
said, “The neat part is we have 

had buyers from as far away as 
Canada.” About 4,000 people attend 
the auction.

All kinds of different farming 
equipment can be found at the 
Farm Bureau auction. A large 
selection of lawn and garden 
equipment is always there, as 
well. McIntosh said they take in 

approximately 
1,5000 items. 
There are four 
auctioneers 
running at one 
time to be able to 

sell all of the items. 
Fayette County Farm Bureau 

has been very successful with 
their sale in recent years. In 2018, 
the auction grossed $1.5 million in 
sales. They have been fortunate 
to see their sales continue to grow 
each year. They are projecting a 
slight increase in to this year’s 
total, as well. This sale is the 
largest of its kind.

36th Annual Fayette County Farm 
Bureau auction set for March 9

1444 WHITE RD. • BOONVILLE, IN.
(812) 897-1747

AUCTIONEER:  ROBERT E. DIMMETT  - LICENSE #  AU09200240
(812) 897-1747

1444 White Road
Boonville, IN 47601

Robert E. Dimmett
Owner/Auctioneer

Lic # AU09200240

PUBLIC AUCTION

SAT., MARCH 9th, @ 9 AM

23rd Annual Spring Farm 
Equipment Auction

Due to retiring, DAS will be 
selling the farm equipment of 

Gerry Howard on public 
auction at 10600 Yellowbanks 

Trail, Dale Indiana, 47523.  
The farm is located just south 
of Interstate 64 off of North 

Hwy 161.

10600 Yellowbanks Trail, 
Dale Indiana, 47523

“The neat part is we 
have had buyers from 

as far away as Canada.”
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In Business 
Since 1985

Residential • Commercial

No Hassle • Free Quote
www.airtitellc.com6001 Benton Rd. · Paducah, KY· 270-898-4655

STOP LOSING 
ENERGY DOLLARS

Energy Efficient Insulation
 Spray foam • Fiberglass • Cellulose

Webinar to help wheat producers better manage fusarium head blight
by Katie Pratt
University of Kentucky
special to FARMERS’ QUARTERLY

PRINCETON, KY  –   A national
group of  plant pathologists, includ-
ing Carl Bradley from the Univer-
sity of  Ken- tucky, is presenting a
webinar to help U.S. wheat produc-
ers get a jumpstart on their man-
agement strategies for control- ling
Fusarium head blight.

Fusarium head blight, also
known as “head scab,” is one of  the
most destruc- tive diseases of
wheat and an annual concern for
growers. The disease can lower
yields and tests weights, but the
larger, system-wide concern is that
the fungus that causes head scab
also pro- duces a mycotoxin, de-
oxynivalenol, known as DON, that
can contaminate grain. Because
DON is harmful to humans and ani-
mals, grain elevators regularly test
for it.
Grain containing high levels of

DON may be highly discounted or
outright re- jected, which causes a
major economic strain to farmers

with affected fields.
“These webinars will provide the

most up-to-date research findings

about man- agement of  Fusarium
head blight,” said Bradley, a faculty
member in the UK
College of  Agriculture, Food and
Envi- ronment. “Anyone that has an
interest in learning about manag-
ing this important disease, includ-
ing farmers, crop consult- ants and
industry representatives, should
sign up for these free webinars.”

During the two-part American
Society of  Agronomy webinar se-
ries, Bradley, Pierce Paul, plant
pathologist at The Ohio State Uni-
versity, and Christina Cowger,
plant pathologist with the U.S. De-
partment of  Agriculture’s Agricul-
ture Research Service, will discuss
cultural practices, resistant vari-
eties and fungi- cides that play a
part in effective Fusar- ium head
blight management.

The USDA-ARS U.S. Wheat and
Barley Scab Initiative, which is
sponsoring these webinars, funded
much of  the re- search that the sci-
entists will present.

Fursarium head blight can be a devastating wheat disease.
The webinars are at 11 a.m. CST on Monday Feb. 11 and Monday Feb. 18.

Anyone can register for the free webi- nars athttps://tinyurl.com/ycmvel4p.



FARMERS' QUARTERLY • FEBRUARY 2019 - 33

WINTER TRUCK SALES EVENT

1225 Jefferson St., Paducah, KY  •  270-442-2023
www.allenautosales.com

2018 Chevrolet Camaro lt Coupe

123481 - $26,900
2014 ram 2500 2WD CreW Cab

151677A - $24,900
2015 aCura tlX FWD v6 aDvanCe

010014 - $24,900
2015 nissan murano s 2WD

257342 - $23,900
2013 toyota tunDra Double Cab 4WD

042526 - $23,900

2015 GmC aCaDia sle FWD
147349 - $23,900

2016 Jeep Cherokee limiteD 4WD
163992 - $22,900

2017 ForD esCape

C89108 - $22,900
2015 CaDillaC srX FWD

585137 - $22,900
2012 inFiniti FX35 aWD

152419 - $22,900

2014 ForD F-150 Xlt superCreW 4WD
A41355 - $22,630

2015 mazDa mX-5 miata

242269 - $21,900
2013 leXus es 300h

011917 - $21,221
2016 nissan roGue sv aWD

691045 - $19,900
2011 ram 2500 2WD CreW Cab

536703 - $19,900

2009 GmC sierra 2500hD sle
102562 - $19,900

2013 leXus rX 350 aWD
182806 - $19,900

2017 buiCk enCore FWD 4Dr essenCe

146818 - $19,900
2014 toyota rav4 FWD 4Dr Xle

087959 - $18,900
2014 Chevrolet equinoX lt FWD

122565 - $18,900

2016 Jeep reneGaDe trailhaWk 4WD
C81408 - $18,900

2014 Chevrolet Camaro ls Coupe

277470 - $18,900
2011 Chevrolet silveraDo 1500 lt

109456 - $17,900
2015 hyunDai sonata limiteD

232957 - $17,900
2009 Chevrolet silveraDo 1500

114187 - $16,900
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Managing limited hay supplies
Submitted by Tom Miller, 
Extension Agent for Ag and Natural 
Resources
Source: Jeff Lehmkuhler, extension beef 
specialist

Having a limited hay supply can 
cause stress, but sound management 
will allow you to conserve hay without 
sacrificing animal productivity. 
Remember that the animals’ 
nutritional needs should always come 
first. Here are a few tips to help you 
figure it out. 

Determine your hay needs. If you 
know the mature weights of your 
cows, multiply the average weight by 
3 percent and then by the expected 
number of days you will feed hay. If 
a cow at a body condition score of 5 
weighs 1,300 pounds, it needs 39 pounds 
of hay per day. That cow needs about 
5,850 pounds of hay for a five-month 
period. If bales provide 800 pounds of 
good forage (excluding rot/spoiled hay), 
you would need 7.3 bales for one cow. 
Always add 10-20 percent more to cover 
feeding losses, spoilage and longer 
feeding periods. 

Ideally, you took inventory of 
your hay in the early winter as hay is 
cheaper at the start of the winter as 
opposed to later. Match hay quality to 
what your animals need. Use limited 
forage wisely by matching quality 
to stage of production. Growing and 
lactating animals have the highest 
nutritional needs. 

As we consider the annual 
production of a beef cow, nutritionally 
we tend to break them out to late 
gestation, early lactation, late lactation, 
and the dry, mid-gestation period. 
During late gestation, particularly 
the last 60-75 days before calving, the 
fetus grows rapidly, increasing the 
nutrient needs of the cow. Additionally, 
mammary tissue development and 
colostrum formation require additional 
nutrients. Nutritional requirements 
increase with milk production. 

Peak milk production occurs 
around eight weeks post-calving 
and corresponds with the highest 
nutritional needs during the 
production year. Nutritional needs may 
decrease after peak as milk production 
declines. However, some research has 
shown that cows may sustain high 

levels of milk production 120 days post-
calving. It is important to monitor cow 
body condition through lactation and 
make necessary feeding adjustments. 
Fall calving beef cows may require 
additional supplementation to support 
higher milk production levels. 

Feed the highest quality forage 
during lactation to minimize body 
condition loss and supplementation 
needs. As you wean cows and milk 
production ceases, nutritional needs 
greatly decrease. Dry, nonlactating 
cows that have weaned 6-8-month-
old calves should be in the second 
trimester of gestation. The nutritional 
needs to support fetal development at 
this point is low and corresponds to the 
lowest nutritional requirements for 
the production year. Use lower quality 
forages to conserve higher quality 
forages for other phases of production. 

You can stretch limited hay stores 
if you can limit the amount of time 
cows have access to the hay. You can 
only do this for mature cows that are 
in the dry, mid-gestational stage of 
production and are 5-6 body condition 
scores. Young and thin cows need 
additional feed to grow and replenish 
body stores and should not have their 
feed limited. 

Don’t restrict low-quality forage. 
Cows will need to consume as much 
low-quality forage as they can due to 
the low digestibility and low nutrient 
concentrations. To do this, separate the 
herd by age and production as lactating 
cows, late gestational and young or thin 
cows 

Reducing feed loss is key.  Research 
demonstrated increased losses when 
unrolling hay on the ground. Cows 
trample hay into the mud by walking 
and laying on it. Defecation and 
urination will prevent intake as well. If 
you are using a processor and want to 
minimize losses, place processed hay 
in a feeder or bunk rather than on the 
ground. Hay rings should have sheeting 
around the bottom to minimize hay 
losses. 

Improved designs that keep bales 
elevated off the ground while allowing 
dropped hay to fall within the hay 
feeder also lower feeding losses. These 
feeders are more expensive up front 
but if hay is expensive, they can lower 

feeding costs. It is important these hay 
feeders are managed. If hay builds up 
inside the feeder and the cattle don’t 
consume the hay due to rot or mold, 
move the hay ring. If the hay is not of 
low quality, allow animals to consume 
the hay that is lying on the ground 
within the ring before placing a new 
bale in the feeder. Allowing the hay to 
build up to the top of the ring/sheeting/
tire in these newer designs will increase 
losses when a new bale is offered as hay 
will fall out over the edge of the ring 
or tire. Placing hay rings on a feeding 
pad can lower losses from hay that falls 
outside the ring on the ground.

Consider replacing hay with other 
feedstuffs to supply necessary nutrients. 
Use caution when restricting hay; the 
rumen will not be full. Stretch receptors 
on the rumen will cause cows to eat 
even though nutritionally, they won’t 
need to eat. This can lead to tree and 
fence damage or even cows getting out 
looking for something to eat. Giving 
access to low-quality forage can curb 
this behavior. You can use corn stover, 
wheat straw and other low-quality 
forages. 

Typical fescue hay contains 50-54 
percent of total digestible nutrients 
and 7-9 percent protein on a dry matter 
basis. If you offer 1 pound of dried 
distillers grains, the protein is equal to 
3-4 pounds of hay, while the energy from
the distillers grains would replace 1.75
pounds of hay. For dry, gestating cows,
you can use soybean hulls to replace
average grass hay at a rate of 1.5 pounds
of soyhulls per pound of hay.

Always offer cows at least 8-10 
pounds of long-stemmed forage to 
maintain rumen health and lower the 
incidence of bloat. Be sure to work with 
a nutritionist to ensure you are meeting 
the cows’ nutrient needs and lessening 
the risk of digestive disorders. 

Don’t overlook other nutrients. A 
beef cow may need 10-20 gallons of water 
a day. Restricting water availability 
leads to lower feed intake and reduced 
milk production. Always provide a 
high-quality loose mineral to meet 
mineral and vitamin requirements. 
Consider supplementing an ionophore 
such as monensin or lasalocid to 
improve energy efficiency.

producers were able to capitalize
on market shortages in 2017, but 
prices have since returned to regional 
averages. This is why incomes slightly 
decreased this year,” said Tim Woods, 
UK agricultural economist. “Consumer 
spending increased sharply in 2018 but 
is expected to drop in 2019.”

 The forestry market remained 
stable in 2018 and contributed $13.2 
billion to Kentucky’s economy. Prices 
for white oak stave logs, used to make 
barrels, and railway tie logs are up and 
projected to continue their upward 
trend in 2019. Declines in housing 
starts will likely lower the demand for 
oak, hickory and yellow-poplar in 2019. 
Rapid log exports to China flattened 
in 2018, which decreased demand for 
black walnut, oak and ash in the third 
and fourth quarters.

 “Downward pressure on log prices 
for red oak and ash due to tariffs and 
the sluggishness of China’s economy 
have been countered by wet weather, 
keeping log inventories low and prices 
stabilized. It will be early spring before 
we see which of these countering forces 
prevail,” said Jeff Stringer, chair and 
professor in the UK Department of 
Forestry and Natural Resources.

 The national agriculture economy 
continues to struggle. In August, the 
USDA projected net farm income to 
total $65.7 billion in 2018, which is a 
13 percent decline from 2017 levels 
and the second lowest since 2002. The 
USDA will update its 2018 forecast on 
Nov. 30.

 During the 2018 fiscal year, U.S. 
agricultural exports increased 2 
percent with corn and meat exports 
both increasing and helping to offset 
fewer soybean exports. Canada 
replaced China as the leading 
destination for U.S. agriculture 
exports. In 2019, export growth is 
expected to stall because of a slowing 
global economy and anticipated higher 
U.S. dollar, but will depend greatly on 
trade policy outcomes.

 Without a major supply 
shock, prices for most agricultural 
commodities will likely remain 
relatively low in 2019 in response 
to abundant global grain supplies, 
growing meat supplies and uncertain 
trade environment. USDA launches 
new program to create High-Speed 
Internet e-Connectivity in rural 
America

■ INCOME – from page 7
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Location: Gibson County Fairgrounds,
1242 Manufacturers Row, Trenton, TN 38382

FARM & CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
Auctioneer’s Comment: This will be our annual sale and we have several sell 

outs from area Farmers. Miss it if you dare! NO BUYERS PREMIUM!

Call to Early Consign Your Quality Equipment and Get In On All Advertising! Personal Property Terms: Pay-
ment in full day of sale. Cash or good check with bank letter unless personally known by Auction Co.

NO BUYER’S FEE OR PREMIUM – NO BUYER’S FEE OR PREMIUM!
All Announcements Day of Sale Take Precedence Over All Advertised Media. Auction Company reserves the right to group and regroup 
tracts to achieve the highest possible price for seller. All information provided herein is believed to be reliable but cannot be guaranteed 

due to the possibility of human error. Please let us know if you notice inaccuracies.

UPCOMING
AUCTIONS

RAIN OR SHINE

Ridgely Auction & Realty • Asset Liquidation Specialists
Darrell Ridgely, Auctioneer/Real Estate Broker

TN Firm # 4804 • KY RP # 3830
1715 Parker Store Road • Cedar Grove, TN. 38321

Call or Text ~ Phone 731-987-2847 • Cell 731-694-6213 • www.ridgelyauctions.com

Feb. 16, 2019 @ 10 a.m
Farm Equipment, Construction & Recreation Equipment

Gibson Co Fairgrounds • 1242 Manufactures Row, Trenton, TN

Feb. 23, 2019 @ 10 a.m
Absolute Auction • 190 acres/26 tracts

9935 Hwy 79 S • Henry, TN
Possible use in industries such as trucking,

warehousing, loggin, sawmill, retail, production and more.

**CATTLE SALE EVERY WEDNESDAY 1 P.M. - TRENTON, TN**

B L A C K MO N  AU C TI O N S,  I NC .  
THOMAS BLACKMON REALTY 

  

UPCOMING FARM EQUIP AUCTIONS: 

Thomas Blackmon AALB #781

For More Info or to Advertise your Equipment in 
the Brochure, Contact Michael Hinze at 

501-352-4709 or 
michael@blackmonauctions.com 

www.blackmonauctions. com

We Still Conduct on Site Auctions – Call us for Details! 
• Construction • Farm • Oilfield • Logging • Real Estate • 

Michael Hinze – Principal Broker PB 00055586 

Portland Open & Backgate

The Portland Open

Backgate Auction 
February 26 – March 2 ~ 8am ~ Stuttgart Municipal Airport, U.S. 

Highway 63, Stuttgart, AR 72160

February 14, ~ 8am ~ 406 US-165, Portland, AR 71663

For more info, contact Michael Hinze at 
501-352-4709 or michael@blackmonauctions.com

Worthington manufacturer receives 
Department of Homeland Security contract

DropBox plans to add 20-30 jobs in Greenup County
FRANKFORT, Ky.  – Worthington-based 
shipping container modification and 
customization company DropBox Inc. 
received an approximately $2.15 million 
U.S. Department of  Homeland Security 
(DHS) contract to build container-based 
scanning units to detect nuclear materi-
als entering US ports, a project expected 
to create up to 30 full-time jobs at its 
facility in nearby Wurtland.
     DropBox recently received the contract 
through the DHS’ Countering Weapons 
of  Mass Destruction Office to assemble 
two On-Dock Rail Straddle Carrier Portal 
(ODRSCP) units. Those will be installed 
at Maher Terminals in Elizabeth, N.J. to 
scan incoming shipping containers for 
dirty bombs or other potential weapons 
of  mass destruction. Company leaders 
anticipate additional contracts could 
be awarded in the future to outfit ports 
throughout the US with the new technol-
ogy.
     As part of  the project, company lead-
ers invested approximately $3 million to 
buy its facility in Wurtland, which it pre-
viously leased since 2016. DropBox also 
will purchase new equipment to fulfill the 
project requirements.
     “We congratulate DropBox, Inc. on this 
significant DHS contract award, and we 
thank the company for its commitment 
to the commonwealth in acquiring its 
facility in Wurtland,” Gov. Bevin said. 
“Not only will this project create quality 
jobs in Northeast Kentucky, it will play 
a key role in keeping Americans safe 
at our international ports of  entry. We 
are proud that a Kentucky company is 
supporting this vitally important effort, 
even as we further solidify our reputation 
as the nation’s center for engineering and 
manufacturing excellence.”
     The contract has been nearly a decade 
in the making, and comes in response to 
2010 data that indicated only 5 percent of  
all overseas shipping containers entering 
the US were scanned for radioactive ma-
terial. Currently, inspection of  incoming 
containers is labor intensive and can 
cause significant delays at high-traffic 
ports. The current system requires 
containers to be targeted individually for 
inspection and scanned manually with 
wands.
     DropBox’s ODRSCP units will stream-
line the process by allowing both the 
straddle carrier and shipping container 
to pass through the unit’s high-tech, au-
tomated scanner tunnel on their way to 
their designated railroad car or truck.
     “Sen. [Rand] Paul and Gov. Bevin are 
to be commended for their vision for 

Kentucky,” said Robert Slagel, president 
and CEO of  Portable Solutions Group, 
parent company of  DropBox. “On behalf  
of  our nearly 130 dedicated employees, 
we are honored to do our part to help 
validate the governor’s bold vision to 
make the commonwealth the engineering 
and manufacturing hub of  excellence in 
the world.”
     DropBox Inc., a subsidiary of  Portable 
Solutions Group, was founded in 2000 
and currently employs nearly 130 people 
across two facilities in Kentucky. Its prod-
ucts – which are engineered and manu-
factured from steel shipping containers 
– include sanitation stations, shower
trailers, mobile offices, mobile tool cribs,
decontamination stations, chemical stor-
age units, high-security storage, wet and
dry containerized housing units, laundry
units, welding stations and more.
     The Savannah River National Labora-
tory in Aiken, S.C. in 2010 selected Drop-
Box to build a prototype ODRSCP unit. 
That prototype underwent further testing 
in Norfolk, Va. before it was returned to 
the company for minor modifications, 
refurbishment and additional testing. 
The unit currently operates at the Port of  
Tacoma in Washington.
     Sen. Robin Webb, of  Grayson, said the 
company has a positive impact on the 
local workforce.
     “We are pleased DropBox Inc. chose to 
locate this project in Wurtland because 
this operation provides a welcome boost 
to the economic base industry in Gree-
nup County,” Sen. Webb said. “We look 
forward to a long and prosperous partner-
ship.”
     Rep. Danny Bentley, of  Russell, said 
he hopes this project is the beginning of  
further growth in the years ahead.
     “This is great news for our community. 
I am very pleased to see these jobs come 
to Wurtland and commend DropBox, Inc. 
for investing in the hardworking men and 
women of  Greenup County,” Rep. Bentley 
said. “The technology used here will help 
keep our nation safe and I am hopeful the 
20-30 jobs created now will indeed multi-
ply as the use of  these containers grows.”
     Tim Gibbs, president and CEO of  
Ashland Alliance, said the company is a 
leader among Kentucky businesses.
     “Portable Solutions Group and Rob 
Slagel have placed Wurtland, Ky. on 
the cutting edge of  manufacturing and 
technology for the United States and the 
world,” Gibbs said.” “It is companies like 
this that will continue to lead the way for 
the commonwealth.”
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Agriculture
and the

economySpring
SaleWest Tennessee

AngusAssociation
February 23, 2019

Top end Genetics like this will sell.
Selling:  80 Lots • Service sires include LD Capitalist 316 • Werner Flat Top •

Jindra Acclaim • Tex Playbook • JBS Crockett 622 • Byergo Black Magic

Sale Managed By: 

Matt Jackson • 502-667-0142

To Request a Sale Book: 
matt@jacksonmarketingsolutions.com 
www.jacksonmarketingsolutions.com

962

 

     

Andrew Wilhite • President • 731-514-5334
Alex Tolbert, American Angus Association • 706-338-8733

Kent Brown • Consignor/Consultant

A
West Tennessee Angus Association

  Jackson Marketing Solutions

A

Auctioneer:
Jeff Stansberry • 615-479-1852

1 Angus Journal January 2018

Spring
SaleWest Tennessee

AngusAssociation

Est. 1962

February 24, 2018 • Noon
Martin, Tennessee (University of Tennessee)

Selling: 60 Lots
Young Females • Bulls • 3-1s • Open Show Prospects • Top Embryo Lots

Service Sires Include:
MAR Innovation, CTS Remedy, 

S Powerpoint, Dear Valley Unique, Baldridge Bronc,
SAV Harvester, SAV Ten Speed

Multiple profitable pairs like this will sell!

Sale Managed By: 

Matt Jackson • 502-667-0142

To Request a Sale Book:
matt@jacksonmarketingsolutions.com
www.jacksonmarketingsolutions.com

West Tennessee Angus Association
Jackson Marketing Solutions

Andrew Wilhite • President • 731-514-5334
Alex Tolbert, American Angus Association • 706-338-8733

Kent Brown • Consignor/Consultant

Auctioneer:
Jeff Stansberry • 615-479-1852

Your Online Marketplace
Register to Bid at BidOnTheBlock.com.

1 Angus Journal January 2018

Though it’s easy to look at the tech
industry and think this increasingly
influential sector is what makes the
world go round, something closer to
the very core of  the Earth may be
what’s driving your economy. 

The agricultural sector plays a
strategic role in a nation’s economic
development and prosperity. From the
earliest days, agriculture has been her-
alded as playing a crucial role in North
American culture. Farmers who grow
produce and raise livestock for meats
and other products have long exempli-
fied what it means to work hard and
take initiatives to be self-sufficient. 

The symbiotic nature of  agriculture
and the economy is noticeable when
examining the ups and downs of  each.
This is because food production and
the potential of  agriculture extends be-
yond the fields and local food stands.
These resources impact supply chains
and other markets. A strong agricul-
ture base influences other employment
sectors like food manufacturing,
biotechnology, hospitality, machinery
building, and much more, while a
weak agriculture can adversely affect
those sectors. 

While it can be difficult for residents
of  developed nations to visualize agri-
culture’s effect, one only needs to turn
to impoverished and developing na-
tions to see just how big an impact
agriculture can have on an economy.
Agriculture provides food and raw ma-
terials, eventually creating demand for
goods produced in non-agricultural
sectors.     

Also, food provides nutrition that can
serve as the foundation of  a healthy
nation. Earning a living in agriculture
strengthens purchasing power, which
fuels other markets. Eventually, farm-
ing can pave the way for development,
including roads, markets, shipping
services, exporting, and many other
sectors.

Agriculture is an important eco-
nomic building block. An especially
important sector, the agricultural in-
dustry, when supported, can contribute
greatly to sustained economic growth. 
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NEW & USED TRUCKS
JET TRAILERS,

GRAIN BEDS & HOISTS

2019 International HV
826 Diesel, 8LL (63293) 

- $160,000

2008 Freightliner Business 
Class M2 106

Cummins 350, Automatic (FL08160) - 
$33,000

2012 International 8600
13 L , 10 Speed(I12381)

- $32,500

2005 International 9400
Cummins ISX, 10 Speed (I05404)

- $27,500

1026 N. Lincoln St., Greensburg, IN • (812) 663-7111 • Look at our entire inventory @ www.shirksinternational.com

2005 International 9200i
Cummins ISM, 10 Speed (ANGLE)

- $17,500

1996 Chevrolet Kodiak C7500
V8 GAS 366, 5+2 Speed (C96096)

- $12,500

2012 International 4300
DT466, Automatic (I12407) 

- $22,500

2000 Sterling L7500
Caterpiller 3126, 7 Speed (S00033)

- $9,500

2001 Volvo
Cummins ISM, 10 Speed (V01052)

- $9,500

2019 Jet 22’ Steel Hopper
Rounded hoppers, sight windows, roll tarp, 

haul 600 bushel (TL498) - $19,500

1987 GMC Top-Kick
V8 GAS, 5+2 Speed (G87166) 

- $8,500

2014 International Prostar+
Cummins 450, Automatic (I14410)

- $39,500

2009 International 4400
DT466, Automatic (I09318) 

- $49,500

2011 International 4300
M7 Diesel, 6 Speed (I11387)

- $22,500

2010 International 8600
Cummins ISM Diesel, 10 Speed (I10398)

- $29,500

2008 International 4400
DT466 Diesel, Automatic (I08414)

- $22,500

1999 International 4700
 DT466E  Diesel, Automatic (I99301) 

- $7,500

1990 International 8100
Cummins BIG CAM NTC 300  Diesel, 9 Speed 

(I90334) - $9,500

1996 Chevrolet Kodiak C7500
 Detroit Series 60 12.7 Liter Diesel, 10 Speed 

(V92051) - $9,500

2000 Volvo WG64
VE Diesel, Automatic (SCH) 

- $17,500
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LET US COVER YOUR HAY TODAY!
STORAGE FOR HAY, GRAIN AND EQUIPMENT
• Galvanized hoops
• 12 Gauge pipe & ratchet
• 6’ Post spacing welded seams (no stitches)
• High tension
• No more rusty hoops or string tie downs
• ROCK BOTTOM PRICES

Harley Graves • 270-217-7748
Joe Paul Mattingly - joepmattingly@gmail.com

830 Sally Ray Pike, Raywick, KY

OUR SALES STAFF WOULD LIKE TO SAY 
WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS!

HOOP BARNS DON’T COST - THEY PAY!
COVER YOUR HAY TODAY!

32’x96’ Standard

$11,500*
Invest in a local business dealer who provides quality service on “American Made” products!

Visit us Online at
KYHOOPBARNS.com

32’ x 72’ HAY BARN 

$8,750
40’ x 96’ DOUBLE ARCH 

$18,500

Innovative Ag Fund to help organic farmers
EMERYVILLE, Calif.--(AP Business)
Clif  Bar & Company today launched
the Clif  Ag Fund, a new investment
fund to help increase the economic re-
silience of  organic farmers in its sup-
ply chain. The fund’s initial
investment will help finance a $10 mil-
lion program that could provide up to
80 organic farms with long-term en-
ergy cost savings from hosting on-
farm wind turbines.

Clif  Bar & Company’s new Clif  Ag
Fund will help increase the economic
resilience of  organic farmers in its
supply chain through a variety of  cre-
ative investments. The fund’s initial
investment will help finance a $10 mil-
lion program that could provide up to
80 organic farms with on-farm wind
turbines, providing long-term energy
cost savings to farmers who often op-
erate on thin margins. 

The Clif  Ag Fund’s wind energy
program is a partnership of  Clif  Bar,
two of  its major ingredient suppliers
and United Wind. Clif  Bar and its sup-
pliers, Grain Millers and PURIS™,
bring the project a large network of
organic oat and pea farmers, many
facing high and steadily rising energy
costs from their use of  non-renewable
energy sources such as coal and natu-
ral gas. United Wind brings its expert-
ise as a leading one-stop shop for
leasing small wind turbines.

In addition to the value of  its sup-
plier and farmer networks, Clif  Bar is
providing initial seed funding of
$500,000 to the wind energy program,
with other large investors slated to in-
vest the remaining $9.5 million.

“Farming has thin margins, so it’s
important to take advantage of  oppor-
tunities to reduce costs or improve ef-
ficiency,” said Matthew Dillon, senior
director of  agricultural policy and
programs for Clif  Bar. “The goal of
the Clif  Ag Fund is to invest in proj-
ects that will help our farmers be
more economically resilient in pro-
ducing organic crops. That benefits
farmers, their communities and Clif
Bar.”

Farmers in the wind energy pro-
gram will lease a small wind turbine
from United Wind that will provide
them with their electricity needs at a
fixed monthly rate for 20 to 30 years.
They won’t have to pay upfront fees or
maintenance costs for the turbines.

“Farmers will experience lower en-
ergy costs from day one,” Dillon said,
“and all of  them will avoid rising en-
ergy prices that have eaten into their
margins and placed their profitability

at risk. What’s more, the installation
and maintenance of  the wind tur-
bines on their farms will create
skilled jobs.”

The new program will focus on
farms in windy Midwestern states
such as Iowa, Minnesota, North
Dakota and South Dakota. “We’re ex-
cited to pioneer this wind initiative
alongside Clif  Bar & Company,” said
Russell Tencer, CEO of  United Wind.
“It enables their farmers to access
clean, low-cost, distributed wind en-
ergy and builds on Clif ’s leadership in
sustainability.”

Over time, the Clif  Ag Fund will
pursue a variety of  investments on be-
half  of  organic farmers in its supply
chain, ranging from new technologies
to infrastructure development, Dillon
said. “The Clif  Ag Fund is unique in
its flexibility,” he explained. “We’re
set up to look at any of  the challenges
facing organic farmers in our supply

chain and craft innovative investment
solutions to meet them.”

Clif  Bar’s new Ag Fund builds on
the company’s ongoing commitment
to organic farmers and their commu-
nities. Since becoming the first major
energy bar maker to use organic in-
gredients in 2003, Clif  Bar has pur-
chased more than 1 billion pounds of
organic crops. In addition, Clif  Bar
has become the nation’s largest pri-
vate funder of  organic research, fund-
ing 17 graduate fellowships in organic
plant breeding and committing to
raise $10 million to fund endowed
chairs in organic plant breeding at
leading U.S. public universities. Two
endowed chairs already have been
funded.

The Ag Fund’s use of  wind energy
in its initial investment extends Clif
Bar’s longtime leadership in address-
ing climate change through innova-
tive business strategies.

Innovative Ag Fund to help organic farmers
EMERYVILLE, Calif.--(AP Business)
Clif Bar & Company today launched
the Clif Ag Fund, a new investment
fund to help increase the economic re-
silience of organic farmers in its sup-
ply chain. The fund’s initial
investment will help finance a $10 mil-
lion program that could provide up to
80 organic farms with long-term en-
ergy cost savings from hosting on-
farm wind turbines.

Clif Bar & Company’s new Clif Ag
Fund will help increase the economic
resilience of organic farmers in its
supply chain through a variety of cre-
ative investments. The fund’s initial
investment will help finance a $10 mil-
lion program that could provide up to
80 organic farms with on-farm wind
turbines, providing long-term energy
cost savings to farmers who often op-
erate on thin margins.

The Clif Ag Fund’s wind energy
program is a partnership of Clif Bar,
two of its major ingredient suppliers
and United Wind. Clif Bar and its sup-
pliers, Grain Millers and PURIS™,
bring the project a large network of
organic oat and pea farmers, many
facing high and steadily rising energy
costs from their use of non-renewable
energy sources such as coal and natu-
ral gas. United Wind brings its expert-
ise as a leading one-stop shop for
leasing small wind turbines.

In addition to the value of its sup-
plier and farmer networks, Clif Bar is
providing initial seed funding of
$500,000 to the wind energy program,
with other large investors slated to in-
vest the remaining $9.5 million.

“Farming has thin margins, so it’s
important to take advantage of oppor-
tunities to reduce costs or improve ef-
ficiency,” said Matthew Dillon, senior
director of agricultural policy and
programs for Clif Bar. “The goal of
the Clif Ag Fund is to invest in proj-
ects that will help our farmers be
more economically resilient in pro-
ducing organic crops. That benefits
farmers, their communities and Clif
Bar.”

Farmers in the wind energy pro-
gram will lease a small wind turbine
from United Wind that will provide
them with their electricity needs at a
fixed monthly rate for 20 to 30 years.
They won’t have to pay upfront fees or
maintenance costs for the turbines.

“Farmers will experience lower en-
ergy costs from day one,” Dillon said,
“and all of them will avoid rising en-
ergy prices that have eaten into their
margins and placed their profitability

at risk. What’s more, the installation
and maintenance of the wind tur-
bines on their farms will create
skilled jobs.”

The new program will focus on
farms in windy Midwestern states
such as Iowa, Minnesota, North
Dakota and South Dakota. “We’re ex-
cited to pioneer this wind initiative
alongside Clif Bar & Company,” said
Russell Tencer, CEO of United Wind.
“It enables their farmers to access
clean, low-cost, distributed wind en-
ergy and builds on Clif ’s leadership in
sustainability.”

Over time, the Clif Ag Fund will
pursue a variety of investments on be-
half of organic farmers in its supply
chain, ranging from new technologies
to infrastructure development, Dillon
said. “The Clif Ag Fund is unique in
its flexibility,” he explained. “We’re
set up to look at any of the challenges
facing organic farmers in our supply

chain and craft innovative investment
solutions to meet them.”

Clif Bar’s new Ag Fund builds on
the company’s ongoing commitment
to organic farmers and their commu-
nities. Since becoming the first major
energy bar maker to use organic in-
gredients in 2003, Clif Bar has pur-
chased more than 1 billion pounds of
organic crops. In addition, Clif Bar
has become the nation’s largest pri-
vate funder of organic research, fund-
ing 17 graduate fellowships in organic
plant breeding and committing to
raise $10 million to fund endowed
chairs in organic plant breeding at
leading U.S. public universities. Two
endowed chairs already have been
funded.

The Ag Fund’s use of wind energy
in its initial investment extends Clif
Bar’s longtime leadership in address-
ing climate change through innova-
tive business strategies.



40 - FARMERS' QUARTERLY • FEBRUARY 2019

FARMERS’ QUARTERLY •  FALL EDITION • 2018 n 27

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind.– EnviroKure, 
a high-value liquid biofertilizer com-
pany, announced plans to establish 
operations in Indiana, making a sig-
nificant investment in a new Wells 
County facility.   

“With our strong agricultural tra-
dition and booming tech sector, Indi-
ana offers an ideal environment for 
companies like EnviroKure that are 
at the intersection of  AgTech,” Gov. 
Eric J. Holcomb said. “EnviroKure 
has already been a great partner to 
Indiana and the industry, joining 
our agbiosciences delegation on an 
economic development trip to Israel 
earlier this year.” 

The Pennsylvania-based producer 
of  biologic amendments and organic 
fertilizers will invest more than $10 
million to build a full-scale manufac-
turing plant in Bluffton. When com-
plete, the 80,000-square-foot facility 
will house state-of  the-art equipment 
to extract soil-building microbes 
from chicken manure and cultivate 

field-proven biofertilizers and bios-
timulants. The process was devel-
oped and patented by EnviroKure. 

Construction planning is under-
way, and the company plans to be 
fully-operational at the new site in 
late 2019. As part of  its growth, the 
company plans to add up to 17 well-
paying jobs by 2020. The company 
will begin hiring the on-site manage-
ment team in early summer and fill-
ing manufacturing positions in the 
fall of  2019. New positions are ex-
pected to offer competitive salaries, 
benefits and incentive stock options. 

“We are pleased to be building our 
flagship facility in Bluffton,” said 
Mark Lupke, President and CEO of
EnviroKure. “Indiana’s business cli-
mate has made this possible. The In-
diana Economic Development 
Corporation, along with the North-
east Indiana Partnership and Wells 
County Economic Development, has 
worked hard to help us identify the 
ideal location and navigate the state 

and local construction permitting 
process. I appreciate the strong sup-
port for food and agricultural inno-
vation from Gov. Holcomb and the 
vision and leadership of  AgriNovus 
Indiana to elevate the state’s agbio-
science sector.”  

This announcement comes at the 
kickoff  of  the inaugural Forbes 
AgTech Indianapolis Summit, organ-
ized and sponsored in partnership 
with the Indiana Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (IEDC) and Agri-
Novus Indiana. The Summit is 
bringing together global agriculture 
leaders and entrepreneurs to tackle 
the world’s most critical challenges 
by focusing on solutions that grow-
ers and processors can use in their 
fields and plants, as well as show-
case the latest innovations for farm-
ers, investors and stakeholders in 
the agbiosciences. 

EnviroKure is a partner of  Agri-
Novus Indiana as part of  the com-
pany’s commitment to engage in the 

broader agbiosciences community. 
“AgriNovus enthusiastically wel-

comes EnviroKure to the Indiana ag-
bioscience community,” said Beth 
Bechdol, President and CEO of  Agri-
Novus Indiana. “In preparation for 
building their new facility here, we 
have supported their team in devel-
oping meaningful relationships in 
northeastern Indiana and across the 
state with key business partners and 
industry leaders. Together, IEDC and 
AgriNovus and our stakeholders 
make for an impactful public-private 
partnership.” 

EnviroKure technology produces 
proven biologic amendments and fer-
tilizers that provide strong return for 
farmers. The company transforms 
nutrient-rich raw poultry manure 
into premium, pathogen-free, or-
ganic fertilizers. The company’s mis-
sion is to bring a sustainable 
solution to improving soil quality, 
while reducing the potential prob-
lems caused by chicken manure.

East Coast-Based Agbioscience Company expanding to Indiana
MADISON, Wis. (AP) — A deer on a For-
est County hunting ranch has tested
positive for chronic wasting disease.

State agriculture officials issued a
news release Monday saying tests con-
firm the six-year-old whitetail buck was
infected.

The deer was born on a Marinette
County breeding farm and moved to the
ranch in 2014. Both the farm and ranch
have been quarantined since June after
a doe on the farm tested positive. The
same entity owns the farm and ranch

but the release doesn’t name the owner,
ranch or farm.

Online records show the Koz Deer
Farm is the only registered deer farm in
Marinette County. It’s registered to
Michael C. Kozak. Wild River Whitetails
is the only registered hunting ranch in
Forest County. It’s registered to Wild
River Whitetails, LLC.

A state Department of  Agriculture,
Trade and Consumer Protection spokes-
woman didn’t immediately respond to
emails.

Wisconsin deer tests positive for wasting disease

National Ag Briefs

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — Soybean pro-
duction in South Dakota set a record
high last year, while the dry pea crop
was a record low.

The federal Agriculture Department
in its annual crop production summary
says state farmers produced 257 million
bushels of  soybeans, up 6 percent from
the previous year.

Dry pea production is estimated at
399,000 hundredweight, down 24 percent
from 2017.

Other crops that saw production in-
creases in South Dakota in 2018 were
corn, alfalfa hay, sorghum, oil sunflow-
ers, proso millet and safflower.

Crops that saw decreases included
non-oil sunflowers and flaxseed.

Soybean production sets record in South Dakota

Federal agency sued over wildlife killings in Wyoming
JACKSON, Wyo. (AP) — Conservation groups have filed a lawsuit challenging
the U.S. Department of  Agriculture’s Wildlife Services program that kills ani-
mals to protect crops, live-
stock and other wildlife in
Wyoming.

The Jackson Hole News &
Guide reports that the law-
suit filed in U.S. District
Court in Wyoming contends
the agency’s program relies
on outdated environmental
analyses.   

The lawsuit was filed
Tuesday by the Center for
Biological Diversity, West-
ern Watersheds Project and
WildEarth Guardians.

The lawsuit says that the
Wildlife Service killed
20,604 animals in the state
in 2017. It says that was a 325
percent jump from the ani-
mals that were killed when
agency program plans were
last approved in 1996.
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• Panels rolled to custom length
• We roll form our own metal and

make our own trim
• Prime Metal comes with a 40 year

manufacturer’s warranty
• 22 Colors available

AVAILABLE IN 16 TEXTURED COLORS

ORDER BY 11 A.M. PICK UP NEXT DAY!
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ANGUS 
Show: 10 AM, Friday 

Sale: 12 PM, Saturday 
Tim Dievert, 819-236-4591 

859-238-3195 (Cell)

BEEFALO
Show: 2:30 PM, Friday 

Sale: 9:30 AM, Saturday 
Kyle Skidmore, 502-641-7878

BLACK HEREFORD 
Show: 12 PM, Saturday 
Sale: 4 PM, Saturday 

Tim Tarter 606-305-2289

CHAROLAIS 
Show: 12 PM, Saturday 
Sale: 4 PM, Saturday 
KY Charolais Assn. 

Jeff Harrod - 502-330-6745

GELBVIEH 
Show: 1 PM, Friday 

Sale: 11 :30 AM, Saturday 
David Slaughter, 270-556-4259 

HEREFORD 
Show: 1 PM, Friday 

Sale: 1 PM, Saturday 
Earlene Thomas, 859-623-5734 

LIMOUSIN 
Show: 10 AM, Saturday 
Sale: 2:30 PM, Saturday 

Keith Kissee, 804-353-2220 
817-821-6263 (Cell)

PEN HEIFER 
Show: 2 PM, Friday 

Sale: 2 PM, Saturday 
Logan Goggins 859-516-3199

RED ANGUS 
Show: 10 AM, Friday 

Sale: 10 AM, Saturday 
Johnnie Cundiff, 606-871-7438 606-

636-6896 (Work)

RED POLL 
Show: 4 PM, Friday 

Sale: 9:30 AM, Saturday 
Kyle Young, 502-321-9892 (Cell) 

SHORTHORN 
Show: 10 AM, Saturday 
Sale: 1 PM, Saturday 

Aegerter Marketing Services lnc. 
402-641-4696

SIMMENTAL 
Show: 4 PM, Friday 

Sale: 11 AM, Saturday 
Doug Parke, 859-987-5758 

859-421-6100 (Cell)

OTHER EVENTS: 
Youth Judging Contest 

Saturday, Check In: 6:45 AM, 
Contest: 8:00 AM 
Awards: 3:00 PM 

Kentucky Junior Heifer Show 
Saturday, Check In: 10:00 - 1 :30 PM Show: 4:30 PM 

Junior Steer Show 
Saturday, Check In: 5:00 - 7:30 PM Sunday, Show: 8:00 AM 

Open Junior Heifer Show 
Saturday, Check In: 1 :30 - 4:00 PM Sunday, Show: 8:00 AM 

*Kentucky heifer exhibitors will 
show separately Saturday, March 2 at 4:30 
PM and may choose to show in the Open 

Junior Heifer Show, 
Sunday. March 3 at 8:00 AM.

March 1-3, 2019

More information available at www.kybeefexpo.com
Major Co-Sponsors:  Kentucky Farm Bureau and the  Kentucky Department of Agriculture

UTM graduate invents spring-loaded poultry feeder
MARTIN, Tenn. – In another life,
Mark Lister coached college 
football at institutions across the 
country. Now, he is an inventor.

Lister, a Martin resident 
and recent graduate of the 
University of Tennessee at 
Martin, has a patent pending for 
a spring-loaded supplemental 
poultry feeder, an idea that 
occurred to him two years ago 
while working in the poultry 
barns he owns and operates with 
his wife, Becky.

According to Lister, a system 
of feed lines in each barn 
automatically fills feed hoppers 
spaced along the lines. However, 
very young chicks are not large 
enough to reach these hoppers 
and require supplemental food 
in feeding trays placed on the 
floor. The openings that allow 
this additional food to fall into 

the trays can be 
rotated up or 
down to start or 
stop the flow of 
supplemental 
feed as needed.

“When we get 
ready for new 
birds, we bring 
the feed lines 
down (from the 
ceiling) to about 
chest height, 
and we turn (the 
supplemental 
tubes) down,” 
he said. After 
this, the lines 
are lowered to 
ground-level and 
the young chicks 
arrive. “Then, in 
10 days, you’ve 
got to walk down 

Mark Lister, a recent graduate of the University of Tennessee at Martin, invented a spring-loaded 
supplemental poultry feeder as part of his academic coursework.

Photo Provided
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the line and turn each one up. 
And there are about 1,000 of 
them.”

The lines cannot be raised 
once they are filled with poultry 
feed, and repeatedly bending 
to rotate each tube is back-
breaking work. Lister, then a 
junior engineering student, 
decided to find a solution.

“It’s just one of those things 
where I thought, ‘There’s got to 
be a better way,’” he said. “So 
I talked to the people who sell 
the equipment I asked, ‘Why 
can’t you guys just come up with 
something where I can do all this 
without bending over?’ … But 
nobody ever did it.”

Lister began working on 
his first design during the 
summer of 2016 and entered 
into a partnership with the 
University of Tennessee 
Research Foundation to help 
finance the project and obtain a 
U.S. invention patent. The UTRF 
later selected his project to 

receive one of eight UT Research 
Maturation Grants in 2017, 
which allowed him to purchase 
a 3D printer and create new 
iterations of his design more 
quickly.

After more than a year 
of testing the models in his 
own poultry barns, Lister is 
comfortable with the current 
design and believes his 
improved supplemental feeder 
will be useful across the poultry 
industry.

“I basically made (the 
supplemental tubes) spring-
loaded. So, you turn it down, and 
it’s tensioned, so it clicks. And 
you’ve got a lever. … I have to 
walk down the (feed) lines every 
day anyway to check on the 
birds, … so while I’m walking 
I can just tap these levers with 
my bucket, and they’ll just snap 
(upward),” he explained. “It 
seems simple, but nobody had 
thought of it.”
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The West Kentucky Alliance for 
a Vibrant Economy (WAVE) has 
hired Steven Elder as the group’s 
agriculture consultant. The part-
time position will serve Ballard, 
Carlisle, Fulton and Hickman 
counties, and is funded with 
proceeds from the WAVE River 
Counties Ag Day that is supported 
by local and regional ag businesses.

The WAVE initiative was 
launched in 2016 by the four River 
County judge-executives to seize 
the economic advantage posed by 
the opening of the newly expanded 
Panama Canal, and the expected 
long-term increase in Mississippi 
River export/import traffic.

“I am looking forward to 
working with Steven Elder as he 
works with our ag partners in 
promoting our area,” said Carlisle 
Judge-Executive Greg Terry, a 
member of the interview team. 
“He brings years of experience, 
knowledge, and leadership in 
helping organizations such as ours 
in building partnerships.”

The scope of Elder’s work 
will include ag-focused project 
development, farm visits, and 
collaboration with WAVE and port 
authority boards and all levels of 
government.

  Elder has been involved in 
the financial industry for over a 
decade. He assists clients and small 
business owners with financial 
planning and setting and meeting 
their goals. Elder has worked in 
the agriculture manufacturing 
sector and expanded local products 
overseas. He has served on two 
different city councils, and actively 
worked on policy changes for 
greater economic development, and 
connecting legislators with local 
businesses.

The Fancy Farm native has 
served on the Mayfield-Graves 
County Chamber of Commerce 
and Graves County Economic 
Development boards, and prepared 
and worked on the world-famous 
Fancy Farm Picnic.

“My passion is making the 

community a better place,” Elder 
said. “I believe that if we are all 
working together, we can do big 
things.”

Elder has studied at the 
Economic Development Institute. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
business and a master’s degree 
in business administration, both 
from Murray State University. His 
MBA focused on organizational 
development and strategic 
management.

“We are excited to have Steven 
join our WAVE Ag team. He is 
the complete package with a 
proven background in agriculture, 
economic development, local, 
and state government,” said Bob 
Wilson, WAVE Ag Day chair. 
“The addition of Steven with 
his proactive approach and 
progressive mindset will certainly 
be an asset to our four river 
counties.”

Elder can be reached via email 
at kywave.elder@gmail.com, or by 
calling 270-970-5393. 
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Steven Elder hired as WAVE agriculture economic development specialist

Elder
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Lender Conversations
By: Alan Hoskins,  
President and National Director of Sales
American Farm Mortgage & Financial Services

The 
dictionary app 
on my phone 
contains the 
following 
definition 
for the word 
conversation; 
“informal 
interchange 
of thoughts, 
information 

etc., by spoken words; oral 
communication between parties”. 
In other words, a sharing of 
information between individuals 
where both parties gain and 
receive knowledge. Simply stated, 
it is a dialogue as opposed to a 
monologue.

This is the time of year 

when most customer and lender 
conversations occur. Over the past 
few months, I have read multiple 
articles providing customers 
various thoughts on how to 
prepare for those discussions. 
Without exception, all offered 
valuable information as to how 
the customer could assemble 
information typically requested 
by the lender. This is the primary 
method by which lenders gain 
the necessary data to allow 
their knowledge to be utilized in 
assisting you on your path toward 
success. But as the definition 
above suggests, a conversation 
is an interchange or exchange of 
information. It should not be a 
single-sided discussion whereby 
one party is solely responsible for 
answering the other’s queries.

So how does this relate to the 
customer/lender conversation? 
Simply stated, how are you 

preparing the list of questions 
you have for your lender? An 
individual recently told me the 
only questions they had for their 
lender was “Are you going to 
loan me money this year?” and, 
if the answer was yes, “What 
is my interest rate?”. I would 
suggest if these are the only pieces 
of information the customer is 
receiving from their lender, a 
significant opportunity exists for 
more value to be received by the 
client. Especially during these 
challenging economic times.

There are no “one size fits 
all” questions you might pose to 
your lender. However, asking 
“How have you seen other 
operations successfully develop 
and implement a succession 
plan?”, “What actions, if any, 
would you suggest we consider 
given the current interest 
rate and commodity price 

environment”?, “What do you 
see as our operation’s strengths 
and weaknesses?” or “How do 
you feel about the equipment 
values shown on the operation’s 
financial statement?” might allow 
you to obtain information needed 
to move your operation forward. 
Certainly, and I want to stress 
this, lenders should never tell 
customers how to manage their 
business. That being said, the 
lender should be a great resource 
for the customer in gaining 
thoughts and ideas of how they 
might improve.

Remember, conversations 
are intended to be a sharing of 
information between parties.

Make certain you are receiving 
value for the business you are 
providing your lender. Please 
don’t forget, you, the customer, 
are the sole reason we exist as 
businesses.

A Message from American Farm Mortgage & Financial Services
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KDA Approves More Than 42,000 Acres of Hemp for Planting in 2019
FRANKFORT, Ky. –  Agriculture
Commissioner Ryan Quarles has 
announced the Kentucky Department 
of Agriculture (KDA) approved 1,035 
applications to cultivate up to 42,086 
acres of industrial hemp in 2019. The 
KDA also approved 2.9 million square 
feet of greenhouse space for hemp 
cultivation. 

“The numbers tell you what you 
need to know about the excitement 
about hemp in Kentucky,” Agriculture 
Commissioner Ryan Quarles said. “The 
growth in the number of approved 
acres from 16,000 last year to 42,000 
this year shows that Kentucky is 
rapidly becoming the epicenter of the 
hemp industry in the United States. 
With the passage of the 2018 Farm 
Bill, we believe Kentucky is ready to 
lead as the nation begins the process 
of transitioning to commercialization 
of a crop that connects our past to our 
future.”

The KDA received a total of 1,115 
applications – 1,074 grower applications 
and 41 processor/handler applications. 
Applicants were asked to identify 

which harvestable component of 
the plant would be the focus of their 
research (floral material, grain, or 
fiber); some applicants selected more 
than one component.

The KDA also approved 40 new 
applications from processors (in 
addition to 69 previously approved 
multi-year processor license holders 
who are renewing their licenses for 
2019). Several universities will also 
carry out additional research projects 
in 2019. 

“The success of this program would 
not be possible without the support 
and respect that my administration 
has built among three groups: growers, 
processors, and law enforcement,” 
Commissioner Quarles said. “I 
applaud KDA hemp program manager 
Doris Hamilton and her team for the 
countless hours of hard work they 
have put into creating a nationally-
recognized regulatory framework in 
Kentucky.”

In 2018, 210 growers were licensed 
to plant up to 16,100 acres of industrial 
hemp and planted more than 6,700 

acres. Program participants planted 
more than 3,200 acres in 2017, 2,350 
acres in 2016, and 922 acres in 2015. 
Thirty-three acres were planted in 2014, 
the first growing year.

Individuals and businesses must be 
licensed by the KDA to grow or process 
industrial hemp in Kentucky. Under 
laws passed by the Kentucky General 
Assembly and the United States 
Congress, it is unlawful to possess any 
raw or unprocessed hemp, hemp plants, 
or hemp seed without a license from the 
KDA.

KDA hemp program license holders 
must pass background checks and 
consent to allow program staff and 
law enforcement officers to inspect 
any premises where hemp or hemp 
products are being grown, handled, 
stored, or processed. Under state law, 
KDA provides GPS coordinates of 
approved hemp planting sites to law 
enforcement agencies before any hemp 
is planted. GPS coordinates must be 
submitted on the application. 

The 2018 farm bill removes 
industrial hemp from the federal 

Controlled Substances Act and 
gives hemp growers access to USDA 
programs such as crop insurance. 
It also assigns primary regulatory 
authority of industrial hemp to 
the states in those states where a 
regulatory framework is in place. 
The farm bill outlines minimum 
requirements a state regulatory 
framework must contain to win 
approval by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA). Commissioner 
Quarles submitted Kentucky’s hemp 
plan to U.S. Agriculture Secretary 
Sonny Perdue minutes after President 
Trump signed the farm bill on Dec. 20, 
making Kentucky the first state to file 
its plan. 

In the future, KDA will conduct 
an analysis to reduce administrative 
regulations deemed no longer 
necessary due to the 2018 farm bill. 
However, there will be no program 
changes in 2019. 

For more information and to 
view the hemp program regulations, 
visit kyagr.com/hemp.
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Buyers of Soybeans,
Sellers of Soybean Meal & Hull

Bunge North America is a partner in
agriculture with America’s growers -
a vital link that connects food
producers, food manufacturers
and consumers worldwide.

Call Us for A Quote.
On Your Crop & Protein Needs.

(800) 851-3810 • 203 34th Street • Cairo, Il

Fewer than 4,500 tobacco growers
are left in Kentucky, a state where
the crop has always been number
one. However growing health con-
cerns about tobacco use, as well as
the increasing number of  foreign
growers, have hurt the industry in
Kentucky.

In 2004, Congress passed the Fair
and Equitable Tobacco Reform Act,
which included the Tobacco Transi-
tion Payment Program, commonly
known as the "Tobacco Buyout." The
buyout provided cash payouts to to-
bacco growers as compensation for
the loss of  quotas.

Economist with the University of
Kentucky say the industry saw
major consolidation after the buy-
out. Twenty-five years ago, most
farms were raising an average of
three to five acres of  tobacco.

Today, most tobacco farmers have

more than 30 acres, and most are
raising cattle or other crops along-
side their tobacco.

According to the Agriculture Cen-
sus there were 29,237 tobacco farms
in Kentucky in 2002. By 2007, just
after the buyout, the number
dropped to 8,113, and by 2012, the
number dropped to 4,537 farms.

Estimates say that with this year’s
Agriculture Census there could be
as few as 3,000 tobacco farms left.

Demand has gone down due to in-
creasing health concerns and re-
strictions on consumption as well as
excess supply in the world market
and the high value of  the dollar.

While price is still the single most
critical factor, today’s buying seg-
ment is looking more at “value,”
which includes both price and qual-
ity of  leaf. Tobacco companies are
now being challenged on many

fronts given the health risks associ-
ated with their products along with
the general public’s perception of
the industry. 

The tobacco marketplace chal-
lenge is to deliver reduced-risk to-
bacco products to a declining
consumer base amid increased regu-

lations. 
To survive the new tobacco mar-

ket environment, growers must be
willing to adapt to a changing mar-
ket and produce high quality leaf
with reduced health risks. Source:
Kentucky Today and UK Agriculture
websites.
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Perry Farm Supply
6230 Highway 89, 

Palmersville, TN 38241
1-731-822-4415

FEED 
THE OX

The Ox is a stoic beast that doesn’t want a 
lot of special attention. It yearns for open air 
above its hopper and dirt under its wheels. 

If you really want to keep your ox happy, just 
give him a few tons of grain to move

A U T H O R I Z E D  D E A L E R

Truck Hopper

There’s work to do.

Helping the world thri

70-236-9000
ive.

 PO Box 267 • Hickman • 27
Helping the world thri

Challenges facing tobacco farmers
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Oklahoma board to consider new
poultry house location rules

TULSA, Okla. (AP) — The Okla-
homa Board of  Agriculture is set to
consider measures Tuesday that
would establish regulations for the
location of  poultry operations.

Most important among the new
proposals is one that requires poul-
try houses with more than 30,000
birds to be at least a quarter-mile
(0.4-kilometers) from any home, The
Tulsa World reported. Operations
with 30,000 or fewer birds would
have a 1,000-foot (300-meter) setback.

“In our view, the setbacks were a
start but didn’t go far enough and
didn’t address things like distances
to schools and churches and ceme-
teries,” said Pam Kingfisher, an or-
ganizer behind Green Country
Guardians. “It didn’t address at all
the biggest problem for our county,
which is the concentrations of
them, how many of  these barns can
be placed where they entirely sur-
round neighborhoods.”

New poultry houses in northeast
Oklahoma have been approved in re-
cent weeks, despite the state Board
of  Agriculture’s temporary ban on
dispensing new permits last Octo-
ber.

“Because the registration was
completed before the original sus-
pension on Oct. 8, it was approved
per direction of  the previous agency
director,” Bryan Painter, Depart-
ment of  Agriculture Communica-
tions Director, said via email.

Painter also noted that former-Gov.
Mary Fallin’s administration per-
mitted one other application and
has two others pending because the
operations involve fewer than 30,000
birds each.

The moratorium was chiefly im-
plemented due to Northeast Okla-
homa residents voicing concerns
about the expansion of  poultry
house construction in their commu-
nities and northwestern Arkansas.
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RARE AUCTION GROUP (270) 554-5212 or
1-800-307-SOLD

www.rareauctions.com

The Paducah Sun

READERS’
CHOICE

®2014

2012, 2013, 2014
BEST AUCTIONEERS UCST AUCTIOONE

WINNERKY Auct. Lic.# P1437 • KY RE Lic.# 173  •  IL Auct. Lic.# 441.0000399 •  IL RE Lic.#075.0092126 • TN Auct. Lic.# 00005152 • TN RE Lic.# 00271464

Robert Alexander, CAI Broker/Auctioneer • John Alexander, Auctioneer
Ashley Alexander, Real Estate Agent/Auctioneer • Staci Bachuss, Auctioneer

RARE
AUCTION
GROUP

Equipment Auction Thursday, March 28th · 10:07 AM

RARE Auction Center
on I-24 Near KY Oaks Mall

4000 Olivet Church Rd. Paducah, KY

Construction- Vehicles- Trucks- Farm Equipment
Early Consignments Accepted- Ads in 

Auction Time Magazine and Rock & Dirt

Bid in Person & Online
35 Year Anniversary Grand Opening of 

RARE Auction Center
Terms of Auction: Cash or guaranteed 
funds. 10% buyer premium added to 

�nal bids.

EQUIPMENT AUCTION • Thursday, March 28th · 10:07 AM • Construction - Machinery - Vehicles - Trucks - Farm Equipment

RARE Auction Center
on I-24 Near Hutson’s John Deere

4000 Olivet Church Rd. Paducah, KY
Terms of Auction: Cash or guaranteed funds.

10% buyers premium added to final bids.

 

450 Case Dozer
4 Way Blade
New Tracks
Low Hours

1030 Case
Tractor

New Starter, 
Pump Etc.

Ford 5000
Excellent

Needs Paint

2007 Cimarron
Cargo Trailer
gooseneck

40Ft(L) x 12Ft(H)
x 8Ft(W)

7710 Ford
Tractor

Early Consignments Accepted
Ads in “Auction Time Magazine

and Rock Dirt”

Bid in Person & Online 

African swine fever
outbreak in China 

BEIJING (AP) — China has re-
ported a new outbreak of  African
swine fever that is threating the
country’s vital pork industry.

The Ministry of  Agriculture and
Rural Affairs reported Friday the
disease had been detected on a
farm in Yongzhou in the central
province of  Hunan, where 4,600
pigs were being raised.

Although just 171 of  the pigs had
died and 270 were found sick, min-
istry regulations require all pigs
on an affected farm must be culled
and disposed of  and the area quar-
antined and decontaminated.
First detected in August, the dis-
ease has killed more than 1 million
pigs in China, prompting restric-
tions on shipments of  most of
China’s 700 million swine, even
healthy ones.

That has disrupted supplies of
pork, China’s staple meat, to big
cities while prices collapsed in
areas with an oversupply of  pigs
that farmers are barred from ship-
ping to other provinces. It also re-
sulted in additional stress on pig
farmers already beset by rising
feed costs from Beijing’s tariff
fight with President Donald
Trump.  African swine fever
doesn’t affect humans but is highly
contagious in pigs. Dozens of  cases
have been detected over recent
months in at least 20 provinces.

It wasn’t clear how the virus
reached China, but it was found to
be genetically similar to versions
in Russia, Poland and Georgia.
The outbreak could cause longer-
term disruption if  farmers re-
spond to lower prices and higher
costs by raising fewer pigs, leading
to shortages and higher prices.
The government maintains stocks
of  frozen pork in case of  shortages
but has yet to say whether any will
be released this year.



Sawmill, Fertilizer Shop 
and Farmland Loans approved

LOUISVILLE, Ky.  - The Kentucky
Agricultural Finance Corp. (KAFC) 
approved $1,055,000 in agricultural loans 
for projects in the Commonwealth at its 
board meeting in November.

 Agricultural Infrastructure Loan 
Program (AILP)         

Two Agricultural Infrastructure 
loans totaled $250,000 for recipients in 
Barren ($150,000) and Graves ($100,000) 
counties. KAFC participates with 
lenders to provide financing to producers 
making capital expenditures for 
agricultural projects through the AILP. 
Eligible projects include permanent farm 
structures with attached equipment that 
improves the profitability of farming 
operations.  Producers with documented 
tobacco history may be eligible for up to 
$150,000 not to exceed 50 percent of the 
project.

 Agricultural Processing Loan 
Program (APLP)

One Agricultural Processing loan 
was approved for a recipient in Caldwell 
($270,000) county. APLP is designed to 
provide loan opportunities to companies 
and individuals in Kentucky interested 

in agricultural processing. KAFC will 
provide and/or participate in loans in 
Kentucky that add value to Kentucky 
grown agricultural commodities through 
further processing. These loans may 
cover construction of a new facility and 
renovation/expansion of an existing 
facility.

 Beginning Farmer Loan Program 
(BFLP)

Three Beginning Farmer loans 
totaled $535,000 for recipients in Hancock 
($105,000), Hart ($180,000) and Pulaski 
($250,000) counties. BFLP is designed to 
assist individuals with some farming 
experience who desire to develop, 
expand or buy into a farming operation. 
Beginning farmers may qualify for 
financing to purchase livestock, 
equipment or agriculture facilities; to 
secure permanent working capital; for 
the purchase of farm real estate; or to 
invest in a partnership or LLC. 

For more information on the 
programs offered by the KAFC, contact 
Sadie Middleton, Loan Programs 
Manager, at (502) 782-1757, sadier.
middleton@ky.gov or visit the KAFC 
webpage at kafc.ky.gov.

Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) 
hosted an event for soybean farmers 
from across Indiana on Sunday, Sep-
tember 9th. The event, held at The 
Children’s Museum of  Indianapolis, 
showcased a new use of  soybeans — 
the newly added sports fields in the 
Riley Children’s Health Sports Leg-
end Experience. The SYNLawn turf
backing used in the sports fields 
were all created with soybean oil as 
a key component, a sustainable — 
and Indiana-grown — alternative to 
petroleum oil.   

"I think this event has done a 
great job of  showcasing what the In-
diana Soybean Checkoff  is all 
about: increasing demand by creat-
ing more ways to use soybeans.” 
said Melanie Fitzpatrick, Indiana 
Soybean Alliance Senior Director of
Marketing & Communic

The event, hosted by 
the Indiana Soy-
bean Alliance, in-
vited more than 
1,000 soybean 
farmers and 
their families 
to The Chil-
dren’s Museum 
of  Indianapolis. 
ISA is the checkoff  or-
ganization that represents Indi-
ana soybean farmers by investing 
in soybean research, promotion and 
education. Finding new uses for 
soybeans is part of  the Indiana Soy-
bean Alliance’s focused effort to 
grow soybean demand.  

“ISA wants soybean farmers to 
know that the Indiana Soybean Al-
liance invests in programs that 
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research and demand cre-
ation. This event cel-
ebrates the success of
those investments,” 

stated Anngie 
Steinbarger, In-
diana Soybean 

Alliance Board 
Executive Com-

mittee Officer. 
The soybean oil-backed 

turf  created by SYNLawn is yet an-
other example the diverse uses for 
Indiana’s soybeans. SYNLawn is an 
exceptional partner to America’s 
soybean growers and has worked 
with the United Soybean Board to 
educate customers from coast-to-
coast about the value of  soybean oil 
used in their products - such as the 
turf  at the Riley’s Children’s Health 
Sports Legends Experience. 

"Soybeans are important to us be-
cause we use them in our products, 
such as our synthetic lawn backing 
and as binders in our synthetic 
mulch. Our company is privileged 
to work with homeowners, commer-
cial developers, researchers, and 
farmers when it comes to synthetic 
landscaping materials. We are al-
ways looking for ways to incorpo-
rate more biodegradable and 
sustainable products into what we 
do, and Indiana soybeans have re-
ally helped us move in that direc-
tion," stated Rob Dant, Corporate 
Director of  Commercial Develop-
ment for SYNLawn, on Sunday dur-
ing the event's program.  

New uses such as the soybean oil-
based turf  backing, petroleum oil 
replacement in Goodyear Assur-
ance WeatherReadyTM Tires on 
77% of  cars, SUVs, crossovers, pick-
ups and minivans, and concrete 
sealer to prevent water and salt sat-
uration, are all sustainable innova-
tions that drive soybean use. 

“Today we are celebrating soy-
beans - and the transformation of
this important commodity crop into 
something completely unexpected. 
From my farm field to the sports 

fields kids are playing on right now 
- it’s a pretty great feeling to know 
the research we invest in is paying 
off  for Indiana soybean farmers," 
Steinbarger added.  

During the day Rowdie, the Indi-
anapolis Indians’ mascot, and Fred-
die Fever, the Fever’s mascot, joined 
Indiana Soybean Alliance’s Bennie 
the Bean to entertain event atten-
dees. But the real celebration cen-
tered around soybean farmers and 
the innovative new uses of  Indiana 
soybeans that drive new soybean 
demand.  

The Children’s Museum of  Indi-
anapolis’ Riley Children’s Health 
Sports Legends Experience was 
opened to the public in 2018. Cele-
brating Indianapolis’ rich sports 
history and physical fitness, this 
permanent addition to the museum 
is an exciting family-friendly expe-
rience for all ages. 

"We take great pride in transform-
ing lives through the experiences 
we provide and it’s just as impor-
tant to show we are committed to re-
sponsible programs, products and 
experiences. This is a good learning 
opportunity for families to better 
understand farm to turf  – in other 
words, what are the latest products 
that are being created that can also 
be sustainable and recyclable – 
thus, giving farmers a broader mar-
ket for their crops. Our turf  pro-
vides an accessible, authentic 
experience for our legends-in-train-
ing to train like the pros while with-
standing high-volume use and 
Midwest seasonal elements,” said 
Dr. Jeffrey H. Patchen, president 
and CEO, The Children’s Museum 
of  Indianapolis.  

To find out more about the Indi-
ana Soybean Alliance, visit www.in-
dianasoybean.com. For more 
information about The Children’s 
Museum of  Indianapolis or the 
Riley Children’s Health Sports Leg-
ends Experience, visit www.chil-
drensmuseum.org/sports-experienc
e. 
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TREE CITY
METAL SALES

Metal Siding & Trim
Overhead & Sliding Doors

Entry Doors & Wds.
Screws – Nails – Trusses
For Contractors & Do-It

Yourselfers
Pole Barn Packages

Crews Available
For All Your Needs

Contact Steve Wagler 
812-663-4863

812-525-6272 Cell (5-tf)

Federal agency sued over wildlife killings in Wyoming
JACKSON, Wyo. (AP) — Conservation
groups have filed a lawsuit challeng-
ing the U.S. Department of  Agricul-
ture’s Wildlife Services program that
kills animals to protect crops, live-
stock and other wildlife in Wyoming.

The Jackson Hole News & Guide

reports that the lawsuit filed in U.S.
District Court in Wyoming contends
the agency’s program relies on out-
dated environmental analyses.

The lawsuit was filed Tuesday by
the Center for Biological Diversity,
Western Watersheds Project and

WildEarth Guardians.
The lawsuit says that the Wildlife

Service killed 20,604 animals in the
state in 2017. It says that was a 325 per-
cent jump from the animals that were
killed when agency program plans
were last approved in 1996.

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) — The
Missouri Department of Conserva-
tion says more than 9,000 feral hogs
were killed in the state last year.

The department on Friday reported
that along with partner agencies and
private landowners, it killed roughly
9,300 hogs in 2018. More than 6,500
were killed in 2017.

Feral hogs are a menace in parts of
Missouri. The Conservation Depart-
ment says they damage property and
agriculture by aggressively rooting
through soil and trampling and eat-
ing crops.

Most of Missouri’s feral hog popu-
lation is south of Interstate 44. The
problem is most persistent in south-
east Missouri.

Federal officials have also helped
cut back the hog population and last
year used a helicopter to shoot and
kill hard-to-catch hogs hiding in
rugged terrain.

Missouri reports
9,300 feral hogs

killed in 2018
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Selling 250 
Fall Calving Bred Heifers 

Tuesday, May 22nd
7:00 p.m. CST

Tuesday, May 21st
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Online Master of Science 
in Agriculture Degree
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For more information visit 
www.murraystate.edu/onlinemastersinag
or email msu.ag@murraystate.edu.
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WASHINGTON - The U.S. Depart-
ment of  Agriculture's (USDA) Na-
tional Institute of  Food and
Agriculture announced availability
of  $8.8 million in funding to sup-
port agricultural science education
at Hispanic-Serving Institutions
(HSIs). The Hispanic-Serving Insti-
tutions (HSI) Education Grants Pro-
gram promotes and strengthens
HSI programs that attract, retain
and graduate outstanding students
capable of  enhancing the nation's
food, agricultural, natural resource
and human sciences work force.

"Hispanic students earn only
eight percent of  the degrees
awarded in science, technology, en-
gineering, and math," said NIFA Di-
rector Sonny Ramaswamy. "These
investments help Hispanic-Serving
Institutions promote STEM educa-
tion and agricultural industry ca-

reers to all their students, includ-
ing Hispanic students."

While research and extension ac-
tivities may be included in a funded
HSI Education project, the primary
focus must be to improve teaching,
enrollment and graduation rates
within a degree-granting program.
One five-year project with Texas
State University helped boost its
completion rate to 92 percent. A
NIFA grant to New Mexico High-
lands University designed to in-
crease the number of  Hispanic
students earning a Bachelor of  Sci-
ence degree has helped more than
1,100 students since 2009.

Eligible applicants are certified
HSIs, which are public colleges and
universities that have an enroll-
ment that includes at least 25 per-
cent Hispanic students. Currently,
more than 400 HSIs are located in

21 states and Puerto Rico, serving
more than 2 million students.

Past projects have included a
Texas State University project that
encourages female and Hispanic
military Veterans to earn bache-
lor's degrees in agriculture and
other science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics (STEM) de-
gree programs. A project at Texas
A&M University-Kingsville encour-
ages students from underrepre-
sented groups to pursue STEM

degrees and careers as leaders in
agriculture through training and
internships at USDA agencies.

For more details, see the HSI re-
quest for applications on the NIFA
website.

NIFA invests in and advances in-
novative and transformative re-
search, education and extension to
solve societal challenges and en-
sure the long-term viability of  agri-
culture. NIFA support for the best
and brightest scientists and exten-
sion personnel have resulted in
user-inspired, groundbreaking dis-
coveries that are combating child-
hood obesity, improving and
sustaining rural economic growth,
addressing water availability is-
sues, increasing food production,
finding new sources of  energy, miti-
gating climate variability and en-
suring food safety.

USDA announces $8.8 Million available to support
Agriculture Programs at Hispanic serving Institutions

"Hispanic students earn
only eight percent of the 

degrees awarded in 
science, technology, 

engineering, and math,"

6230 Hwy. 89
Palmersville, TN

800-594-4455& PERRY FARM SUPPLY

BINS INC.

workman
GRAIN HANDLING STORAGE SYSTEMS

Phone:  (217) 849-3004
Cell Phone:  (217) 259-8219

www.smittysauctions.com
E-Mail:   smittysauctionservice@gmail.com

SMITTY’S AUCTION 
SERVICE

Auctioneer: Marty Smith - Jewett, IL
License # 441.000844

Fantastic 2 Day Farm & Country Auction: Friday, March 1st, 2:00 PM, 
Start. at the Event Center, Effingham, IL Large Collections, Farm & 

Country, Advertising, Primitives, Much More...

Day 2 - Fantastic 2 Day Farm & Country Auction: Sat. March 2nd, 9:00 
AM, Event Center, Effingham, IL Wooden Wheel Wagons, Buggies, 

Sleighs, Goat Wagons, Horse Drawn Eq. , Antique Washing Machines, 
Butter Churns, 400 + Pieces Farm & Country Advertising, 300 + Pieces 

Rare & Unusual Farm Primitives. Much More. A Great Collection!!

Tyson plant in Iowa reopening
thanks to Iowa Food Group 

CHEROKEE, Iowa (AP) — An idle
meat-processing plant that closed
in 2014 in northwest Iowa will re-
open this week with new owners.

The Sioux City Journal reports
that Iowa Food Group has hired
about 35 people initially to work
at the plant in Cherokee, Iowa,
and plans to increase the staff  to
about 100 this year.   

The company plans to process
beef, chicken, pork and lamb
slaughtered elsewhere and pack-
age it for retail.

Arkansas-based Tyson Foods
closed the plant in September
2014, taking 450 jobs with it.
Tyson held onto its lease and
weathered criticism that it was
holding the county hostage eco-
nomically.

Iowa Food Group investor Mack
Zimmerman said Tyson will be
one of  the companies that will
send meat to the plant for process-

ing, so the meat giant will main-
tain a connection to the facility.
County records show Iowa Food
Group paid $2.35 million for the
Cherokee plant.

Initially, Iowa Food Group will
only use part of  the roughly
255,000-square-foot plant, but that
means it will have room to ex-
pand when more orders come in.

“We were looking for a plant like
this — this fits the bill,” Zimmer-
man said.

Most of  the company’s manage-
ment has relocated to Cherokee.

Bill Anderson, executive direc-
tor of  Cherokee Area Economic
Development, said the plant’s re-
opening “definitely is a shot in
the arm to the city and the
county.”

“We lost residents because of
the (Tyson) plant closing,” he
added.
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2019 Paducah Farmers Market
April 27th - October 26th

Monday-Friday
(limited vendors only-overflow produce)
7:30 A.M.-1:00 P.M.

Saturday
(Full Market Day)

7:30 A.M.-1:00 P.M.

FRANKFORT, Ky. – In late January
Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles 
called for Kentucky Proud members and 
local organizations to apply for funding 
from three Kentucky Proud promotional 
programs.
     “These Kentucky Proud programs help 
raise awareness of the many great local 
foods that Kentucky has to offer,” Com-
missioner Quarles said. “In the process, 
they also help Kentucky family farms and 
agricultural businesses succeed. These 
programs are intended to help build 
long-lasting commercial relationships 
that will endure beyond the life of these 
grants.”
     The Buy Local program provides incen-
tives for participating distributors, restau-
rants, and other food service businesses to 
buy and use Kentucky Proud products for 
their customers. The program offers par-
ticipants a 15 percent reimbursement for 
the cost of Kentucky Proud farm food up 
to $8,000 a year or a lifetime cap of $36,000. 
For guidelines and an application, go to 
kyproud.com/buylocal. For more informa-
tion, contact Kelly Walls at kellyjwalls@
ky.gov or (502) 782-4110.
     The Farm to Fork program provides in-
centives for local organizations to host din-
ners that showcase local farms, farmers, 
producers, and Kentucky Proud products 
while benefiting a local charity. Participat-
ing organizations may be reimbursed up 
to $750 for purchases of eligible Kentucky 
Proud food products and associated pro-
motional expenses. For more information, 
contact Alisha Morris at alisha.morris@
ky.gov or (502) 782-4119. For guidelines and 
an application, go to kyagr.com/market-
ing/farm-to-fork.html.
     The Kentucky Proud Promotional Grant 
reimburses members for up to 50 percent 
of future eligible expenses for advertising, 
marketing, and reaching consumers at 
the point of purchase to promote agricul-
tural products with direct Kentucky farm 
impact. Grants are limited to 10 percent of 
the applicant’s reported direct Kentucky 
farm impact up to $8,000 a year or a life-
time cap of $36,000. For more information, 
contact Jonathan Van Balen at jonathan.
vanbalen@ky.gov. For an application, 
guidelines, and other documents, go to 
kyagr.com/marketing/grants.html.
     Kentucky Proud is administered by 
the Kentucky Department of Agriculture. 
Funding for Kentucky Proud is provided 
through a grant from the Kentucky Agri-
cultural Development Fund.

Kentucky Proud 
 Programs 2019
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PROVEN & DEPENDABLE ™  W W W.GR AINSYSTEMS.COM

STOR AGE + CONDITIONING + MATERIAL HANDLING + STRUCTURES

© 2015 AGCO Corporation. GSI is a worldwide brand of AGCO.

TO LE ARN WHAT THE GSI DIFFERENCE CAN ME AN TO YOUR BOT TOM LINE, SEE:

IMPROVE YOUR BASIS
BOTTOM LINE DIFFERENCE

NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY
Capturing futures carry and improving your basis with 
increased on-farm storage, on average, could earn  
a 50 cent per bushel difference. And that 50 cents 
can make a huge difference to your bottom line. 

6230 Hwy. 89
Palmersville, TN

800-594-4455& PERRY FARM SUPPLY

BINS INC.

workman
GRAIN HANDLING STORAGE SYSTEMS

• SELL • SERVICE • INSTALL

Full Line of GSI Products
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