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Representatives from MSU participated in a recent visit by Congressman Collin Peterson, Chairman 
of the House Ag Committee. The visit, hosted by KY Congressman James Comer, also included 
other regional and state agricultural and governmental leaders and consisted of several stops. 
Pictured from left-right: KY Congressman James Comer, student Vanessa Smith, Congressman Collin 
Peterson, Chairman of the House Agriculture Committee, student Cristen Shaw and Dr. Tony Brannon, 
dean of the Murray State Hutson School of Agriculture.                                                              See Page 6

by Sarah Powell, 
Farmers’ Quarterly Staff Writer

The term “aquaponics” 
is a combination of  aqua-
culture, which is the 
process of  raising fish, and 
hydroponics, the process 
of  growing leafy vegetables 
in water. West Kentucky 
Aquaponics, located on 
Billy Watkins Road in 
Benton, has ingeniously 
combined the two to create 
an all natural lettuce and 
tilapia business that uses 
an innovative process to 
cut costs and improve the 
quality of  their outgoing 
products. 

 Owners Tammy and 
Steve McCullough use a 
closed loop system to grow 
lettuce and raise tilapia in 
the same 600 gallon tanks. 
Here’s how the process 
works:

 The McCulloughs 
acquire the fish when 
they are only 8/10 of  a 
gram and will raise them 
until they are six months 
old. During that time, the 
ammonia released from the 
gills of  the fish will help 
to break down the bacteria 
that forms naturally in 
the system. This will 
transform the nitrite 
formed in the system into 
nitrate, which is beneficial 
for plant growth. 

The operation is housed 
in an 8,000 square foot 
greenhouse located on 
the land of  Tammy’s 
father, Tim Watkins. 
The greenhouse has a 
controlled environment, 
making year round 
production possible.

 Since the process does 
not include dirt or soil, the

See AQUAPONICS pg. 4

Aquaponics changing the 
all natural food game 

ATHENS, Ala. (AP) — Alabama cattle farmers 
are feeling the pinch from the worsening drought.

Limestone County famer Donna Jo Curtis tells 
the Athens News-Courier she already has started 
feeding hay to her livestock because fields are 
so dry. Farm ponds also are drying up, making 
water a concern as excessive heat stresses the 
animals.

To help with the crunch, state agriculture 
officials have announced a plan to issue special 

free permits for trucks hauling hay. Forecasters 
are predicting cooler temperatures and 
increasing chances of  rain that could help even 
more.

The entire state is at least abnormally dry, and 
some areas are in an extreme drought.

The Alabama Cattlemen’s Association 
describes cattle production as a $2.5 billion 
industry in the state. Producers sold about $500 
million worth of  cattle and calves last year.

Cattle farmers feeling pinch from drought

see AQUAPONICS page 5
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What’s the
Plan?

This year was a
disaster for forages.
Everybody’s scrambling to get
something in place for winter.

What’s YOUR Plan?
A good crop plan is going
to be your best security.

STEP #1
Talk to the people

with the experience.
At Byron Seeds, we make
our living helping people

build crop management plans
to maximize yield

and animal performance.

Call and ask to talk to one of our
Certified Forage Specialists.

It’s the first step toward success.

1-800-801-3596
Farmers helping farmers

lettuce and tilapia cannot 
technically be considered organic. 
However, the process is completely 
all natural as herbicides and 
pesticides cannot be used or the 
fish will be harmed. The products 
are CNG certified though, 
meaning they have undergone 
inspection and have been labelled 
certified naturally grown.

 The business has only been 
open about a year now, and 
products have only been sold both 
retail and wholesale since January 

because of the time needed for the 
fish and plants to grow. Despite 
this, West Kentucky Aquaponics 
is receiving promising feedback 
from customers, some of which 
include Artisan Kitchen of 
Murray, Confleur of Paducah, and 
Parcell’s of Draffenville. .

 “Everybody is thrilled with our 
lettuce,” says Tammy. “Customers 
have said it will last up to three 
weeks without getting brown.”

 If you are interested in their 
products or if you simply want 
to learn more about this game-
changing process, you can 
visit the company website at 
westkyaquaponics.com.

AQUAPONICS
continued from FRONT PAGE

West KY Aquaponics, LLC • 265 Billy Watkins Rd. Benton, KY 42025
(270) 538-9631 • wkyaquaponics@gmail.com

Local ~ Natural ~ Sustainable
Controlled Environment Year ‘round

CNG (Certified Naturally Grown)
Herbicide and Pesticide FREE

KY Proud Member
Lettuce, herbs and tilapia Wholsale and Retail

Individual, group and class tours available by appointment
Contact us for pricing and scheduling.

Family owned and operated
Visit: www.westkyaquaponics.com
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ON-LINE BIDDING for this SALE!

By Sarah Powell

Recent developments in Mayfield’s up 
and coming industrial park, Grace Park, 
owned by Brad Youngblood, will work to 
make the location a central hub for farmers 
and local professionals in the Agriculture 
industry. The park is located on the spot of 
the former General Tire plant just one mile 
from the interstate. 

The first two businesses to have publicly 
announced their intention to move into 
the park are both agro-forward, which is 
favorable for the county. 

“Agriculture is the key economic driver 
for Graves County,” says Ryan Drane, 
president of Graves County Economic 
Development.   

First Choice Kubota, a farm and lawn 
retailer, will be moving their headquarters 
into the park by December. C&C Ag 
Solutions, an agronomy and farm supply 
store that boasts a “farmer first” focus, will 
also be building on one of the lots of the 200 
acre park.

Drane is confident that the park will 
be successful as a result of its central 
location on Highway 45, which is the most 
travelled stretch of road in Graves County 
and should bring the park an abundance 
of traffic. This also makes the park a 
convenient stop for farmers and other 
professionals in the business of Agriculture. 
Drane says that he is “looking to see Ag 
business continue to grow” as a result of the 
developing industrial park. 

Graves County Economic Development 
has also recently begun marketing a new 
spec building. The construction on the 
30,000 square foot building should be done 
by the end of the year.

Drane’s goals going forward are to find 
a tenant for the spec building, continue 
cleanup of the former pad and surrounding 
area, and to attract additional companies 
to the several lots that are still available for 
sale.

Grace Park to 
become hub for 
agro business in 
Graves County
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201 E. College St., Mayfield, KY • (270) 247-0626 • gravescountyed.com

• Over 200 rail-served acres available

• All industrial utilities available

• Purchase, Build-To-Suit and Lease options available

• Direct stoplight access

• 1 mile from I-69

Grace Park Spec Building
• Under construction now

• 30,000 sq. ft. expandable up to 60,000 sq. ft.

• 26’ eave height with 4 dock doors

• Designed for up to an 8” reinforced floor

To be successful in business, it is allabout location!

Grace Commercial Park
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Online Master of Science Degree
in Agriculture

For more information visit 
murraystate.edu/onlinemastersinag
or email msu.ag@murraystate.edu.

• Agriculture
• Agribusiness Economics
• Agriculture Education
• Sustainable Agriculture
• Veterinary Hospital 
   Management Certificate

Equal education and employment opportunities M/F/D, AA employer. 
Murray State University supports a clean and healthy campus. Please refrain from personal tobacco use.

by Sarah Powell

Finally, the weather is cooling 
down and it’s starting to feel like 
Fall outside. Hunters across the 
region have been anticipating 
this shift and are now scurrying 
excitedly to set up their stands and 
blinds in their favorite spots. 

If  you’re a hunter without a 
home, however, or if  you’re simply 
looking for a change of  scenery 
this year, you should check out Tad 
Ladd West Kentucky Whitetails 
located on Jake Hollow Road in 
Princeton.

West Kentucky Whitetails is a 
venue that offers guided fair chase 
hunts for rifle, crossbow, and bow, 
the owner’s personal favorite. The 
property also boasts three cabins 
and a 3200 square foot lodge capa-
ble of  accommodating weddings, 
gatherings, or even corporate 
retreats. 

The owner, Tad Ladd, is a former 
air traffic controller in the Air 
Force. He says one of  the things 
the military 
will teach you 
is how to get 
along with 
people, and 
Ladd always 
found com-
mon ground 
with people 
through 
hunting. As 
a Kentucky 
boy, it was 
something he 
had always 
done, and it is 
a skill passed 
down to him, 
like many 
others, by his 
father, his 
uncles, and 
his cousins. 

Ladd calls 

his company of  six years a “pas-
sion transformed into a business,” 
which could be why the hunter saw 
success so quickly. Ladd’s goal was 
to reach 100% capacity and expect-
ed to do so in three years. It only 
took him two, and now every year 
they reach this goal and have to 
turn hunters away. 

“We just try to take care of  peo-
ple,” says Ladd of  his business’s 
success and rave reviews. 

If  you hunt with Ladd, you are 
sure to have a wonderful experi-
ence and leave with some imparted 
knowledge as well. For example, 
Ladd advises hunters to pay atten-
tion to how deer move from par-
ticular food to particular food in 
search of  calories.

“Seek out acorns in the woods,” 
he says, as acorns are a preferred 
source of  protein for deer, especial-
ly this time of  year. 

For more advice and the chance 
for an excellent fair chase hunting 
experience, visit the company web-
site at tadladd.com. 

Set up camp this hunting season 
at Tad Ladd’s West Kentucky Whitetails

MURRAY, Ky. — Representatives from 
Murray State University participat-
ed in a recent visit by Congressman 
Collin Peterson, Chairman of  the 
House Agriculture Committee. The 
visit, hosted by Kentucky Congress-
man James Comer, also included other 
regional and state agricultural and 
governmental leaders and consisted of  
several stops, including a tour of   the 
new Fibonacci Hempwood operation 
and at the Murray State farm to have 
a listening session on hemp and see 
hemp research plots, dark tobacco, 
corn and soybeans.

“It was a great honor to host our 
own Congressman Comer and House 
Agriculture Chairman Peterson on 
the campus of  Murray State Univer-
sity for a listening session and a tour 
of  our Hutson School of  Agriculture 
Farm,” said Dr. Tony Brannon, dean 
of  the Murray State Hutson School of  

Agriculture. “It was a great opportuni-
ty to give the chairman an update on 
the reinvention of  agricultural hemp 
as a grain, fiber and floral crop on our 
campus and in our region and state, 
and to update him on our ongoing stu-
dent, faculty, and associated partner 
research. 

“We appreciate Congressman Comer 
extending the invitation and thank 
both for their leadership in passing 
the Farm Bill. This was a major step 
in making agricultural hemp a legal 
commodity and providing much-need-
ed support for all U.S. agriculture. 
It’s a good thing to have farmers in 
Congress.”

As co-chairs of  the Murray State 
Agricultural Leadership Council, stu-
dents Cristen Shaw of  Benton, Illinois, 
and Vanessa Smith of  Benton, 

See MSU page 13

MSU participates in recent visit by 
Chairman of  the House Ag Committee
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JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) — A fed-
eral judge has declined to block a Mis-
souri law that bans companies from 
labeling plant-based meat products or 
meat substitutes as meat.

U.S. District Judge Fernando Gaitan 
Jr. said last week that he wouldn’t 
issue a preliminary injunction to stop 
Missouri agriculture officials from en-
forcing the law, which says a product 
cannot be marketed as meat unless 
it comes from an animal with two or 
four feet, The St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
reported .

Turtle Island Foods, which produc-
es Tofurky products, the American 
Civil Liberties Union and the Good 
Food Institute appealed the decision 
on Wednesday. They argue the law 
violates their free-speech rights.

The law, which was approved by the 
Legislature in 2018, gives the Missouri 
Department of  Agriculture the power 
to investigate and refer potential la-
beling violations to the Attorney Gen-
eral’s office or a county prosecutor.

Supporters contend they are 
trying to protect the products raised 
by ranchers, pork producers and 
chicken and turkey farmers during a 
time when plant-based products are 
increasing in popularity.

Gaitan wrote in his opinion that 
Tofurky would not be affected by the 
law because its labels disclose that its 

products are plant-based or grown in 
labs.

“Thus, plaintiffs have not shown 
that they are at any risk of  either 
prosecution for violating the statute 
or that there is any need to change 
their labels or advocacy efforts,” the 
judge said.

Jessica Almy, director of  policy 
for the Good Food Institute, said in a 
statement Friday the plaintiffs believe 
the appeals court will see that the law 
is “unconstitutional censorship.”

“Missouri passed this law to protect 
established agriculture interests from 
competitive pressures, not to protect 
consumers,” said Almy, who is also an 
attorney in the case. “Our case is ulti-
mately about the First Amendment’s 
protection of  truthful speech. No gov-
ernment — including the state of  Mis-
souri — should be allowed to get away 
with using censorship to pick winners 
and losers in the marketplace.”

The two sides of  the dispute 
reached a tentative agreement last 
year but the talks broke down in July 
and no final resolution was reached.

The coalition earlier this year sued 
Arkansas , saying a similar law in 
that state also censors speech and 
similar law in Mississipp i is also in 
litigation. Other states with labeling 
laws include Montana, South Dakota, 
Louisiana and Wyoming.

Judge declines to block 
fake-meat law; appeal is filed
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by Tom Miller
Extension Agent for Ag 
and Natural Resources 

Fall armyworm is a recurring pest 
of  pastures, and there have been 
several outbreaks in pastures the 
past few years. As we move into au-
tumn, risk of  fall armyworm moving 
into Kentucky from southern areas 
increases. Growers managing pas-
tures should begin watching for early 
stages of  fall armyworm. Pay particu-
lar attention to areas where the grass 
may seem to thin-out or turn brown. 
Fall armyworm damage may resem-
ble drought stress. Droughty condi-
tions, such as has occurred in August, 
are favorable for fall armyworm.

Fall armyworm doesn’t survive 
freezes in winter in Kentucky and 
must recolonize each year from 
southern areas in Florida and south-
ern Texas.  While there can be 3 or 4 
generations in the South, Kentucky 
typically has only one or two genera-
tions. There have been some reports 

of  increasing fall 
armyworm num-
bers in states to 
our south this 
summer.

Figure 1. Fall 
armyworm can 
be recognized 
by the dark 
inverted ‘Y’ on 
its head and the 
four larger dark 
spots near the 
end of  its abdo-
men (Photo: Ric 
Bessin, UK).

Figure 2. A fall 
armyworm egg 
mass and the 
‘window-pane’ 
damage caused 
by young larvae 
(Photo: Ric Bes-
sin, UK).

There are two 
strains of  fall armyworm, corn strain 
and rice strain, with important differ-

ences in feeding. 
The corn strain 
feeds most 
commonly on 
corn, sorghum, 
and cotton. 
The rice strain 
prefers rice, al-
falfa, grasses in 
pastures, millet, 
and vegetables. 
Unfortunately, 
these strains 
are indistin-
guishable based 
on appearance.

Scouting
Catching fall 

armyworm 
in its early 
stages greatly 
reduces dam-

age to pastures 
and hay. While 
damage by fall 

armyworm may appear to happen 
overnight, feeding by young stages 

is minimal compared to losses by 5th 
and 6th instar larvae. Even though 
time to reach the 5th instar is simi-
lar to the time spent as a 5th and 6th 
instar, these larger larvae consume 
10 or more times the amount of  food 
consumed by young stages. As larvae 
may hide during the hottest part of  
the day, the best time to scout for fall 
armyworm in pastures is into late 
morning or in late afternoon. A sweep 
net can be used to locate early infes-
tations of  fall armyworm. If  you find 
fall armyworm, the next step would 
be to count the number per square 
foot. If  more than two to three per 
square foot are found, they should be 
controlled with an insecticide or the 
field should be cut.

Programs of  the Kentucky Coop-
erative Extension Service serve all 
people regardless of  race, age, sex, 
color, religion, disability or national 
origin. 

Source  Dr Ric Bessin Extension 
Entomologist UK

Watch for Fall Armyworm in Pastures

Figure 1.

Figure 2.
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FRANKFORT 
— Kentucky 
Agriculture 
Commissioner 
Ryan Quarles was 
elected president 
of  the Southern 
Association of  
State Depart-
ments of  Agri-
culture (SASDA) 

for 2019-2020 in its 
annual conference this week.

“I am honored and humbled to 
be elected by my peers in the other 
southern state departments of  agri-
culture,” Commissioner Quarles said. 
“This position will enable me to utilize 
Kentucky’s positive relationship with 
the federal administration to benefit 
agriculture in Kentucky and the other 
member states. I look forward to repre-
senting Kentucky and the other south-
ern states in discussions of  national 
agriculture policy.”

As president of  SASDA, Commis-
sioner Quarles will host the organiza-

tion’s 2020 conference.
SASDA is made up of  the Commis-

sioners, Secretaries, and Directors of  
Agriculture from Alabama, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Mississippi, North Caroli-
na, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Ten-
nessee, Texas, Virginia, West Virginia, 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

In addition to his role as SASDA 
president, Commissioner Quarles cur-
rently serves as second vice president 
of  the National Association of  State 
Departments of  Agriculture (NASDA), 
a national organization of  state agri-
culture officials who work together 
to develop policies that will grow and 
enhance American agriculture.

Commissioner Quarles was elected 
Kentucky’s agriculture commissioner 
in November 2015 and assumed office 
the following January. Commissioner 
Quarles’ family has lived and farmed 
in central Kentucky for more than 200 
years. He served as a state representa-
tive for six years prior to his election 
as agriculture commissioner.

SASDA consists of Ag Leaders 
in 14 States and two U.S. Territories

Com. Quarles

Hwy. 65 Between 
Springfield & Branson

(417) 581-ROLL

2305 East Malone
Sikeston, Missouri
(573) 471-4261

2981 S. McKenzie
Foley, Alabama

(251) 943-ROLL

We provide “pass 
arounds” at no 
charge to those 

ordering from the 
menu. These 
“extras” are 

brought to you by 
servers carrying 

pots of fried okra, 
fried potatoes 
macaroni and 

tomatoes, 
black-eyes peas, 

and sorghum and 
apple butter.

Our “Pass Arounds” 
are now offered as an 
entree themselves due 
to popular demand.

Home of 
Throwed Rolls

You’re always welcome at 

Lambert’s CafE 
Open 7 days a week

Closed Major Holidays

Custom Feed Mill LLC
630 North Hughes •  Morganfield, KY 42437

1-866-304-6455 • 270-836-2036

COMMODITY FEED
SPECIALIST & CUSTOM

MINERAL MIXES

For More Information:

grain drying systems that let you 
get back to what’s important in life.

®

counter-flow grain 
drying specialists

shivvers.com

- Set It & Forget It Drying Technology

- Counter-Flow Efficiency

- Unparalleled Drying Consistency

BINS INC.

workman

& PERRY FARM SUPPLY

GRAIN HANDLING

800-594-4455 • PALMERSVILLE, TN

STORAGE SYSTEMS

• SELL • SERVICE • INSTALL
6230 Highway 89 Palmersville, TN

1-800-594-4455
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FRANKFORT, 
Ky.  - Kentucky 
Commissioner of  
Agriculture Ryan 
Quarles applauded 
today’s announce-
ment from the U.S. 
Department of  Ag-
riculture that cer-
tain hemp growers 

may obtain insurance coverage under 
the Whole-Farm Revenue Protection 
Program in 2020.

“This is an important step toward 
reviving the hemp industry in the 
United States,” Commissioner Quarles 
said. “We are grateful to the Risk Man-
agement Agency and Administrator 
Barbre for providing this opportunity 
for hemp growers to protect their 
investment.”

Earlier this year, Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell and Agricul-
ture Commissioner Quarles hosted 
USDA Under Secretary Greg Ibach and 
Risk Management Agency Administra-

tor Martin Barbre for a dialogue with 
Kentucky hemp growers, processors, 
and researchers. During those dis-
cussions, whole-farm crop insurance 
emerged as one of  the ways that USDA 
could help reduce risk to growers while 
the agency continued to conduct the 
research necessary to develop a tradi-
tional crop insurance product.

“No one person deserves credit for 
helping bring this crop back from the 
dead; it has been a Kentucky effort,” 
said Commissioner Quarles. “I’m 
honored to have worked over the years 
with Leader McConnell, our entire 
congressional delegation, the Kentucky 
General Assembly, law enforcement 
professionals, our hard-working Ken-
tucky Department of  Agriculture staff, 
and many others to help revive this 
crop. I look forward to us all continuing 
to work together to make Kentucky the 
hemp epicenter of  the United States.”

In 2019, the Kentucky Department of  
Agriculture licensed 978 growers to cul-
tivate more than 60,000 acres of  hemp.

Quarles commends USDA 
for Hemp announcement

Buyers of Soybeans,
Sellers of Soybean Meal & Hull

Bunge North America is a partner in
agriculture with America’s growers -
a vital link that connects food
producers, food manufacturers
and consumers worldwide.

Call Us for A Quote.
On Your Crop & Protein Needs.

(800) 851-3810 • 203 34th Street • Cairo, Il

We are currently adding equipment to this 
Auction!!!Call or Email Bunch Brothers Auctioneers 
today to consign your equipment to receive proper 

advertisement and marketing!!! 
Internet Bidding Live Day of Sale

Office: (270) 376-2922
Steven Bunch (270) 748-8080,
or Joe Bunch (270) 356-0360
Email: LDBunch@aol.com

EACH PIECE SELLS TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER WITHOUT
LIMIT, MINIMUM OR RESERVATION!!!

P O BOX 175 - WINGO, KENTUCKY, 42088
Email: LDBunch@aol.com

WEBSITE - www.bunchbrothers.com

BBBB BUNCH BROTHERS
AUCTIONEERS

OFFICE: (270) 376-2922 - FAX (270) 376-2997

PRELIMINARY NOTICE

THE 2 DAY FALL 
LOUISVILLE AUCTION

TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY, DEC. 2nd & 3rd, 2019 AT 9:00 AM EDT 
LOCATION:  KY Fair & Exposition Center, Louisville, KY

Selling Cranes, Heavy Equipment, Trucks, Trailers & More!!!

Bunch Brothers Auctioneers are proud to return to 
Louisville, KY for the Fall Louisville Auction.

The Auction will be conducted for Area Contractors, 
Dealers, Rental Houses & Individuals.

Steven J. Bunch, Auctioneer, Joe Bunch, Auctioneer
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The family automobile is not the only piece of 
equipment that requires routine upkeep to ensure 
it is operating properly. 

Life on a farm can come to a screeching halt 
if farm equipment is not properly maintained. 
Farmers invest hundreds of thousands of dollars 
on agricultural equipment, such as tractors, 
tillers, hoppers, and dozers. Adhering to 
maintenance schedules can prevent breakdowns 
and decrease the need for potentially costly 
emergency repairs.

Keep it clean
Cleaning the surface of equipment can go a 

long way toward keeping it operating smoothly. 
Use a pressure washer to remove caked-on mud 
and other debris. Titan iron suppliers recommend 
quickly washing equipment after usage so that 
substances do not have the chance to harden. 

Learn the equipment
Over time, it is possible to employ your senses 

of sight, sound and even smell to determine 
if equipment is working properly. Familiarize 
yourself with the ownerÕs manual so you can 
troubleshoot minor problems. Any unusual 
sounds, odors or responses from the gear should 
be noted. 

Routine maintenance checks
Routinely inspect hoses, fittings, and seals to 

ensure they are in good working condition. Be 
sure fluids, such as coolant and oil, are at the 
proper levels. Check and replace filters as needed. 
Tires need to be properly inflated, and inspect the 
battery for corrosion or other signs that it may 
need to be replaced. Check belts for cracks. Tour 
the exterior of the equipment looking at signals 
and lights to ensure they are in proper working 
order. Hardware should be tightened and any 
missing pieces replaced.

Heavy farm equipment needs motor oil, 
hydraulic oil and filters changed more frequently 
than automobiles. Such equipment also may need 
more frequent lubrication of chains and cables. 
Always check and inspect equipment prior to jobs 
requiring heavy and extended usage.

Expect some welding
Have a knowledgeable welder on call to make 

repairs as needed, or develop your skills to a 
point where you feel comfortable making your 
own spot repairs. The experts at Miller, producers 
of welding equipment, say cleaning the surface 
area and removing any paint, oil or corrosion 
from the metal area that needs repairing can 
make for smooth, durable welds. Multi-process 
welding generators and accessories can ensure the 
right welds for repairs in the field or in the shop.

Maintenance on farm equipment helps keep 
operations running along and protects expensive 
investments. 

Maintenance key to 
functioning farms
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Kentucky, represented agriculture stu-
dents as part of  the recent visit. Shaw, a 
Presidential Fellow, had the opportunity 
to share some of  her ongoing agricultural 
hemp research with those in attendance. 

“It was a privilege to meet Chairman 
Peterson and to reconnect with Congress-
man Comer at Murray State Universi-
ty,” Shaw said. “As an undergraduate 
pre-veterinary student leading a hemp-re-
lated research study, I appreciate the 
involvement and interest both Chairman 
Peterson and Congressman Comer have 
in agricultural hemp. I am encouraged to 
hear how agriculturalists such as Chair-
man Peterson and Congressman Comer 
are working hard in D.C. for the advance-
ment of  agriculture.”

The University’s leadership within the 
area of  hemp exploration is historic and 
diverse within higher education. Murray 
State planted the first legal agricultural 
hemp research plot on May 12, 2014. Since 
that time, the University has been on 
the front line of  exploration of  the crop, 
hosting field days while continually work-
ing with the Kentucky Department of  
Agriculture, local farmers, researchers, 
legislators, companies and partners to 
assist in the development of  the industry 
within the region and commonwealth.

Earlier this year, the University an-
nounced a new Center for Agricultural 
Hemp, cementing its position in the fore-
front as a leader in research, education, 
policy and innovation within the hemp 
industry. 

“It was a privilege to host Chairman 
Peterson of  the House Ag Committee 
in Murray and have him see first-hand 
how the hemp industry is flourishing 
in the area,” said Comer. “Kentuckians 
are utilizing this crop every day in new, 
innovative ways. I was glad to have the 
opportunity to discuss this important 
industry with Chairman Peterson and 
hear his insight on ways we can continue 
to provide opportunities for farmers and 
producers in the agricultural communi-
ty.”

“I want to thank Rep. Comer for invit-
ing me out to Murray, Kentucky, to see 
hemp innovation firsthand,” said Peter-
son. “It was a great opportunity to see 
how additional investments in hemp re-
search can hopefully provide new oppor-
tunities for our farmers, entrepreneurs, 
and rural communities.”

Consumers depend on various 
agricultural producers to provide the 
fruits, vegetables and meat and dairy 
products they rely on for sustenance. 
The conditions in which livestock 
are sometimes housed and cared for 
is a cause of concern for many such 
consumers. However, farmers who 
understand that their livelihoods 
depend on the health of their animals 
often do their best to keep their 
livestock healthy and comfortable.

Animal agriculture is evolving as 
animal scientists, veterinarians and 
farmers seek ways to provide for 
animal health and welfare. At the 
same time, farmers are seeking ways 
to minimize the negative impact these 
changes can have on employees and 
the environment. 

Indoor housing
Data published in 2016 by the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture found 
that indoor housing protects livestock 
from harsh external environments 
and serves to decrease exposure 
to parasites and diseases spread by 
insects, wildlife and other vectors.

Although some are quick to say that 
outdoor living is better and indoor 
conditions can be unsanitary, many 
studies have proven the opposite. 
Increased prevalence of infectious 
disease and parasites are well-known 
risks associated with outdoor housing 
of livestock, says the USDA. This has 
been proven by studying both indoor 
and outdoor chickens, as well as swine.

Battery cages
Many people are concerned about 

the welfare of hens spending time in 
battery cages. These cages prevent 
hens from fighting with one another, 
but they also put the birds in very 
tight quarters. Battery cages were often 
coveted because their sloped floors 
allowed clean eggs to roll away into 
collection areas, making the process 
less labor-intensive. 

Farmers are trying to find a balance 
between keeping eggs clean and birds 
safe while providing humane living 
conditions without affecting the cost 

of eggs. In some areas, such as the 
European Union, battery cages are 
no longer in use. Egg-laying hens in 
Canada also may find battery cages 
a thing of the past thanks to the a 
new NFACC code for the care and 
handling of Canada’s hens.

In addition, Publix, Wal-Mart, 
Costco, Denny’s, and more than 20 
other major companies have stopped 
buying eggs from producers who use 
battery cages.

Group housing
Veal production has long been a 

point of contention among animal 
welfare activists. The traditional 
option has been keep calves alone in 
Òveal crates,Ó which are small and 
provide limited movement. Many veal 
farmers have slowly transitioned away 
from veal crates, says the organization 
Animal Smart. Group pens and indoor 

barns are climate-controlled and allow 
calves to stay together. Some farms 
even afford the calves some outdoor 
time for fresh air. 

Group housing is more social 
and less restrictive for the calves. 
According to the American Veal 
Association, veal farmers spent more 
than $50 million over 10 years to 
transition to these group housing 
systems. Calves can stand, stretch, lie 
down, groom themselves, and benefit 
from year-round ventilation to thrive.

Furthermore, milk-fed calves raised 
for veal are raised until age 22 weeks, 
and marketed at 500 pounds, which 
is much older and larger than many 
people likely know, according to AVA.

Great strides are being made to 
ensure that livestock are provided 
humane living conditions and 
environments to keep them 
comfortable and safe. 

Humane housing for safe and 
comfortable livestock

MSU
continued from page 6
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The agricultural industry 
provides a variety of opportunities 
to professionals interested in this 
often misunderstood field.

According to the employment 
resource AGCareers.com, more 
than 250 career profiles are 
available to people interested in a 
career in agriculture. And while 
jobs in agriculture may not be 
as prevalent as they were a few 
centuries ago, when 72 percent of 
the workforce was employed in 
farm occupations in the United 
States, agriculture remains a 
booming industry that greatly 
affects the nation’s economy. 
Today, one in 12 American jobs is 
depends on agriculture, according 
to the career resource Payscale.

The following are some potential 
professions for those considering 
careers in agriculture.

 Agricultural business 
manager: This person oversees 
the business operations of a farm 
by providing organization and 
leadership during the production 
process. He or she contacts 
creditors, selects seeds, buys 
new equipment, and ensures the 
distribution of product.

 Agricultural lawyer: 
Attorneys who specialize in 
agriculture deal with water and 
environmental issues, represent 
agricultural labor in disputes, 
ensure proper marketing 
techniques are followed, handle 
real estate and land use issues, and 

much more.
 Animal control officer: These 

officers enforce local and regional 
laws that pertain to the treatment 
and care of animals. They patrol 
for distressed animals and ensure 
cruelty-free practices are adhered 
to.

 Grain buyer: Grain buyers 
build relationships with producers 
so they can purchase grain for 
their particular companies. They 
negotiate purchase agreements, 
source grain supplies and issue 

purchase orders.
 Poultry hatchery manager: 

Hatchery managers oversee all of 
the aspects involved in poultry 
hatching. These can include 
management of personnel, 
handling and sorting of eggs, 
maintenance of equipment, 
coordination of pick-ups and 
deliveries, and overseeing quality 
control.

 Soil scientist: Among the 
many tasks they might perform, 
scientists in the field of agriculture 

test soil samples for minerals and 
contaminants. By studying the soil, 
scientists can recommend which 
crops the land can support, how 
much livestock can feed in an area 
and the implications of agriculture 
on the area as it pertains to 
managing natural resources.

A career in agriculture presents 
many exciting opportunities in a 
number of different applications. 
It’s a vast industry that utilizes 
professionals with an array of 
skillsets. 

Explore a career in agriculture
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Blue-green algae, also called cyano-
bacteria, are microscopic organisms 
normally present in aquatic ecosys-
tems, including lakes and ponds. Thou-
sands of  species of  blue-green algae 
have been identified; at least 80 are 
known to produce toxins that can cause 
illness and death in animals as well as 
humans. Heavy growth of  these tox-
in-producing algae “blooms” can cause 
high concentrations of  toxins in the 
water. In North America, Anabaena, 
Aphanizomenon, Oscillatoria, and Mi-
crocystis are the species of  blue-green 
algae most commonly associated with 
poisoning. 

In Central Kentucky, blooms are 
most common in late summer and 
early fall, during hot, sunny weather. 
Contamination of  water with excess 
nutrients, particularly nitrogen and 
phosphorus, further encourages algal 
growth. Common sources of  excess 
nutrients include fertilizer runoff  from 
fields, lawns and gardens, and direct 
manure and urine contamination from 
livestock. 

Blooms can produce a blue-green 

sheen on the water surface, or they 
can be pea-green and thick, like spilled 
paint. In addition to blue and green, 
blooms can also be brown or white. 
They can form scums, slimes, or mats. 
It is impossible to tell if  a bloom is tox-
ic just by its appearance, so you should 
consider all blooms potentially toxic.

There are some things you can do to 
protect your pets and livestock from 
blue-green algae poisoning:

• Provide plentiful clean, clear, fresh 
water. Keep water bowls, buckets and 
troughs clean.  

• Never let your pets, or children, 
swim in, play in, or drink water that is 
discolored, slimy, scummy or otherwise 
suspicious. Assume any bloom is toxic.

• Pay attention to local health and 
water advisories and respect any water 
body closures. Water that appears clean 
can still contain high concentrations of  
toxins. 

• Fence off  farm ponds, creeks and 
other natural water sources to prevent 
livestock from contaminating them as 
well as drinking from them. 

• Fence off  backyard ponds and other 

natural water sources to keep pets from 
accessing them. 

• Prevent fertilizer and/or manure 
from running off  into water sources.

• If  your pet does access suspicious 
water, thoroughly wash them with 
clean, fresh water and prevent them 
from licking their fur. Wash your own 
hands and arms after washing your 
pet, as exposure to blue-green algae can 
cause skin, eye, nose and throat irrita-
tions in humans. 

• If  animals become ill after exposure 
to a pond, lake or other natural water 
source, seek immediate veterinary 
care – even if  the water appeared clean, 
toxins can still be present. Be sure to 
tell your veterinarian if  your animal 
might have been exposed to blue-green 
algae. This can help direct treatment, 
as many other illnesses can have simi-
lar signs.

Blue-green algae can produce neuro-
toxins that affect the nervous system, 
or hepatotoxins, which cause liver 
damage, and some species can produce 
both types. 

Neurotoxins can cause muscle 

tremors, seizures, excessive salivation, 
diarrhea, difficulty breathing and 
death within hours or even minutes of  
exposure. Hepatotoxins cause vom-
iting, diarrhea, bloody or dark stool 
and pale or jaundiced (yellow) mucus 
membranes. Animals can die quickly, 
or they can develop liver failure over 
several days.  

There are no antidotes for blue-green 
algae toxins, so early decontamination 
and supportive care can mean the 
difference between life and death for an 
exposed animal. If  your pet develops 
these or any other signs after a recent 
exposure to water, seek immediate 
veterinary care. It is important to note 
that this includes exposure to water 
with no obvious algal bloom. Toxins 
can persist in the water for a week 
or longer after the bloom itself  has 
collapsed.

Programs of  the Kentucky Coopera-
tive Extension Service serve all people 
regardless of  race, age, sex, color, 
religion, disability or national origin. 
Source: Dr. Megan Romano, UK VDL 
toxicology resident

Protecting pets and livestock from blue-green algae
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C&W LUMBER

270-376-5565
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Owner Stanley Clapp
Serving Western Kentucky for over 25 Years

• Retail Lumber
• Post Frame Building

• Windows
• Doors

• Hardware
• Cabinets

• Valspar Paint
• Metal Roofing

Toll Free: 866-291-8788 • Fax: 270-376-5574

1185 St. Rt. 58 West, Wingo, KY
Between Wingo and Pryorsburg

• Plumbing & Electrical

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — U.S. 
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue said 
Oct. 1 during a stop in Wisconsin that he 
doesn’t know if the family dairy farm can 
survive as the industry moves toward a 
factory farm model.

Perdue told reporters following an 
appearance at the World Dairy Expo 
in Madison that it’s getting harder for 
farmers to get by on milking smaller 
herds.

“In America, the big get bigger and 
the small go out,” Perdue said. “I don’t 
think in America we, for any small 
business, we have a guaranteed income 
or guaranteed profitability.”

Perdue’s visit comes as Wisconsin 
dairy farmers are wrestling with a 
host of problems, including declining 
milk prices, rising suicide rates, the 
transition to larger farms with hundreds 
or thousands of animals and President 
Donald Trump’s international trade wars.

Wisconsin, which touts itself as 

America’s Dairyland on its license 
plates, has lost 551 dairy farms in 2019 
after losing 638 in 2018 and 465 in 
2017, according to data from the state 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection. The Legislature’s 
finance committee voted unanimously 

last month to spend an additional 
$200,000 to help struggling farmers 
deal with depression and mental health 
problems.

Jerry Volenec, a fifth-generation 
Wisconsin dairy farmer with 330 cows, 
said he left the Perdue event feeling 

discouraged about his future.
“What I heard today from the secretary 

of agriculture is there’s no place for 
me,” Volenec told reporters. “Can I get 
some support from my state and federal 
government? I feel like we’re a benefit to 
society.”

Getting bigger at the expense of 
smaller operations like his is “not a 
good way to go,” said Darin Von Ruden, 
president of Wisconsin Farmers Union 
and a third-generation dairy farmer who 
runs a 50-cow organic farm.

“Do we want one corporation owning 
all the food in our country?” he said to 
reporters.

Perdue said he believes the 2018 Farm 
Bill should help farmers stay afloat. 
The bill reauthorizes agriculture and 
conservation programs at a rough cost 
of $400 billion over five years or $867 
billion over 10 years. But he warned that 
small farms will still struggle to compete.

Perdue: No guarantee dairy farms will survive
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DON’T BET 
THE FARM
ON A GARDEN VARIETY ATTORNEY

100 SOUTH 4TH ST, SUITE 400 
PADUCAH, KY 42001

270-448-8888  |  KKHBLAW.COM

THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT
SERVICES MAY BE PERFORMED BY OTHER KKHB ATTORNEYS

TED HUTCHINS,
KKHB PARTNER

CIVIL LITIGATION  |  BANKING  |  REAL ESTATE  |  BUSINESS LAW  |  MUNICIPAL LAW  |  ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE  |  PERSONAL INJURY  |  EMPLOYMENT LAW  |  MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

THOMAS J. KEULER  |  JAMES A. SIGLER  |  DAVID L. KELLY  |  THEODORE S. HUTCHINS  |  STACEY A. BLANKENSHIP  |  ROBERT W. GOFF  |  KRISTEN N. WORAK  |  LESLEY A. OWEN  |  JUDY K. PAYNE  |  JAMES P. LANDRY

The estate planning attorneys at Keuler, 
Kelly, Hutchins, Blankenship, & Sigler have 
decades of experience helping farmers 
and their families protect the land 
they’ve worked so hard to earn.

Many people subscribe to the notion 
that Òeverything is better with bacon.” 
Imagine being able to control the quality 
and flavor of pork products, and knowing 
just what went into producing delicious 
bacon?

In an era of growing uncertainty about 
commercially produced food, many 
agriculturally inclined people are raising 
livestock right on their properties, and 
small-scale pig farms can be a successful 
venture.

Despite pigs’ reputation as dirty animals, 
the animal resource PetHelpful indicates 
they are actually one of the cleanest farm 
animals. Pigs tend to wallow in mud only 
if they do not have proper shade and a 
clean, steady water supply to regulate their 
body temperature. Furthermore, giving 
pigs plenty of space to roam will enable 
them to keep dry, clean and cool. 

Pens should be large enough so pigs can 
sleep and eat on one end and use the other 

end for soiling. Pigs also are intelligent 
animals that will adapt to routine. This 
means it may be easier to care for pigs 
than some other farm animals. 

Even though pigs can grow to be 
quite large, they do not need to live on 
an expansive farm. Many pigs can live 
quite well on an acre if their pen and 
foraging areas are rotated periodically. 

Data from the past 50 years shows that 
today’s pig farms use less land and other 
resources to produce one pound of pork, 
according to the National Pork Board. 
Therefore, raising pigs can be a sustainable 
undertaking.

According to Mother Earth News, 
when selecting pig breeds for a pig farm 
startup, these are popular as lean-meat 

producers and shouldn’t be hard to find: 
Yorkshire, Duroc-Jersey, Berkshire, 
Hampshire, Poland-China, Chester White 
and Tamworth. Choose sows (females) or 
barrows (castrated males) for the best-
tasting meat. Also, keep in mind that pigs 
are social animals, and even though the 
average family will do just fine with one 
pig’s worth of meat, pigs do better if raised 
in pairs or more. 

Pigs need a varied diet to thrive. 
Diets should include grain, milk, fruits, 
vegetables, and greens from pasture. 
Experts suggest novices ask a veterinarian 
or another pig farmer about feeding. A 
family garden or bartering with other 
families nearby for food materials can 
keep feeding costs minimal.

Many pigs can be butchered by the age 
of six or seven months. After pigs reach 
that age, they begin to grow quite large 
and become a much larger investment of 
time and money.

The basics of raising pigs
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New film ‘Silo’ 
combines farm 

safety education 
with entertainment

FRANKFORT, Ky. — “Silo,” a film 
about the dangers of entrapment in 
grain bins, will premiere in Kentucky 
at the Louisville International Festival 
of Film on Saturday, Oct. 12 at the 
Muhammad Ali Center, 144 N. Sixth 
St. “I’m proud to say that the Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture’s Farm and 
Home Safety Program was consulted for 
this film,” Agriculture Commissioner 
Ryan Quarles said, noting much of the 
movie was filmed on Kentuckian Quint 
Pottinger’s farm near New Haven. “The 
movie combines farm safety education 
with entertainment for a gripping 
and thought-provoking treatment 
of this significant safety issue.” “Silo” 
illustrates a little-known but very real 
hazard of grain farming – a person who 
becomes entrapped in a grain bin can 
be submerged in less than a minute. 
Producer Samuel Goldberg has launched 
a campaign to have the movie, the first-
ever feature film about 

a grain entrapment, screened in every 
farming community across the country. 
The “Silo” team is partnering with the 
Grain Handling Safety Coalition (GHSC) 
to create a thoughtful discussion guide 
to be used after watching the film. A 
portion of all revenue from the screenings 
will be donated to GHSC to support its 
life-saving work. Inspired by true events, 
“Silo” follows a harrowing day in an 
American farm town when a teenager 
is entrapped in a 50-foot-tall grain bin. 
When the corn turns to quicksand, 
family, neighbors, and first responders 
must put aside their differences to rescue 
the young man from drowning in the 
crop that has sustained their community 
for generations. “Silo” had its world 
premiere Aug. 27 at the Farm Progress 
Show in Decatur, Illinois. To host a 
screening or watch the film’s trailer, visit 
silothefilm.com.
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Catalog, pictures and videos on Facebook, myerscircle.com.
Call Greg Myers at (270) 265-1070 or email 

myerscircleag@gmail.com for more information.

Proudly 
supporting

the American 
Farmer

Greg LeNeave
KPI Publisher

To advertise 
in the Farmers’ 
Quarterly call
270-442-7389

Bullfrog  ..........................May 17 - Oct. 31

Squirrel  ...........................Aug. 17 - Nov. 8

Dove  ................................Sept. 1 - Oct. 26

Bow Deer  ....................... Sept. 7 - Jan. 20

Bow Turkey  ................... Sept. 7 - Jan. 20

Canada Goose  .......................Sept. 16-30

Crossbow Deer  ..........Sept. 21 - Jan. 20

Raccoon  ...........................Oct. 1 - Feb. 29

Crossbow Turkey  ......................Oct. 1-20

Youth Deer  ................... Oct. 12 - Oct. 13

Muzzleloader Deer  .... Oct. 19 - Oct. 20

Shotgun Turkey  ............Oct. 26 - Nov. 1

Gun Deer  ....................... Nov. 9 - Nov. 24

Crossbow Turkey  ......... Nov. 9 - Dec. 31

Raccoon (trapping)  .. Nov. 11 - Feb. 29

Squirrel  ......................... Nov. 11 - Feb. 29

Quail  .............................. Nov. 11 - Feb. 10

Rabbit  ........................... Nov. 11 - Feb. 10

Red/Gray Fox  .............. Nov. 11 - Feb. 20

Beaver  ........................... Nov. 11 - Feb. 29

Dove  ................................ Nov. 28 - Dec. 8

Canada Goose  ............ Nov. 28 - Feb. 15

Duck  ................................ Nov. 28 - Dec. 1

Shotgun Turkey  ..................... Dec. 7 - 13

Duck  ..................................Dec. 7 - Jan. 31

Dove  ...............................Dec. 21 - Jan. 12

Muzzleloader Deer  ...Dec. 14 - Dec. 22

Youth Waterfowl  ...................... Feb. 1 - 2

Coyote  .................................... Year Round

Groundhog  ........................... Year Round

OutdOOr

s easons
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DELBERT ROEDER
(270) 881-2610

AMY EZELL
(270) 604-2880
RANDY YARBRO
(731) 394-8563

roederauctioncompany.com

Delbert Roeder - Broker - AH0#4090
Cal Kaufman - Auctioneer - Lic. #NP6114

Brent Schmidgall - Auction

LOCATION: 1010 SKYLINE DRIVE - HOPKINSVILLE, KY (FORMER ROEDER IMPLEMENT LOT)

AUCTION
WINTER FARM EQUIPMENT

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20TH - 8 AM (CST)

- TRACTORS - COMBINES 
- CORN & GRAIN HEADS 
- - DRILLS - PLANTERS

- HAY AND TILLING EQUIP 
- ROTARY MOWERS  

- SPRAY EQUIP
- INDUSTRIAL EQUIP 

100’S OF ITEMS 
ON SALE DAY

DON’T MISS THIS 
YEAR END AUCTION!
DETAILS COMING 

SOON!
Equipment sold “As is” unless directly states. Roeder Auction 
is not responsible for price protection day of sale. No titled 
vehicles unless directly related to the handling of grain will 

be accepted. All titles must be fully executed the day of sale. 
Announcement day of sale take precedence over printed 

material.
No Consignments Accepted Day of Sale.

Commission Rates: $25.00 minimum per item - 10% on the 
first $1,000 - 5% on the next $2,000 - 3% on the next $10,000 - 

1% thereafter with a $1,200 max.

For financing, please contact Amy Ezell 
270.604.2880
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Saturday, November 9, 2019 
1:00 p.m. • at the Ranch, Biscoe, NC

Bull & Female 
Production Sale

CCRO 8112F • PB88% • HB • HP

TPG Jackpot 7551B x CCRo 0363X

He Sells!!

DUANE & WENDY 
STRIDER, owners

phone: 336-381-3640
cell: 336-964-6277
fax: 910-428-4568
ccrosscattle@yahoo.com
www.ccrosscattle.com

The LARGEST selection of Gelbvieh & Balancer® Genetics in the Southeastern U.S.

CCRO 8108F • BA63% • HB • HP
He Sells!!

BLACK MARBLE TENDER 006X X CCRO 3328A

CCRO 8116F • PB94% • HB • HP

CCRO 8110F • BA75% • HP

Black Crown 626A x CCRO 5169C

Leverage 3214A x CCRO 3354A

He Sells!!

He Sells!!

CCRO 8103F • BA50% • HB • HP

Rancher 102C x LASS 801C

He Sells!!Heifer Bull

High Quality  
Gelbvieh, Angus  

& Balancer® Cattle

FQ  6 • Fall Section • October 10-12, 2019

Online Master of Science Degree
in Agriculture

For more information visit 
murraystate.edu/onlinemastersinag
or email msu.ag@murraystate.edu.

• Agriculture
• Agribusiness Economics
• Agriculture Education
• Sustainable Agriculture
• Veterinary Hospital 
   Management Certificate

Equal education and employment opportunities M/F/D, AA employer. 
Murray State University supports a clean and healthy campus. Please refrain from personal tobacco use.

by Sarah Powell

Finally, the weather is cooling 
down and it’s starting to feel like 
Fall outside. Hunters across the 
region have been anticipating 
this shift and are now scurrying 
excitedly to set up their stands and 
blinds in their favorite spots. 

If  you’re a hunter without a 
home, however, or if  you’re simply 
looking for a change of  scenery 
this year, you should check out Tad 
Ladd West Kentucky Whitetails 
located on Jake Hollow Road in 
Princeton.

West Kentucky Whitetails is a 
venue that offers guided fair chase 
hunts for rifle, crossbow, and bow, 
the owner’s personal favorite. The 
property also boasts three cabins 
and a 3200 square foot lodge capa-
ble of  accommodating weddings, 
gatherings, or even corporate 
retreats. 

The owner, Tad Ladd, is a former 
air traffic controller in the Air 
Force. He says one of  the things 
the military 
will teach you 
is how to get 
along with 
people, and 
Ladd always 
found com-
mon ground 
with people 
through 
hunting. As 
a Kentucky 
boy, it was 
something he 
had always 
done, and it is 
a skill passed 
down to him, 
like many 
others, by his 
father, his 
uncles, and 
his cousins. 

Ladd calls 

his company of  six years a “pas-
sion transformed into a business,” 
which could be why the hunter saw 
success so quickly. Ladd’s goal was 
to reach 100% capacity and expect-
ed to do so in three years. It only 
took him two, and now every year 
they reach this goal and have to 
turn hunters away. 

“We just try to take care of  peo-
ple,” says Ladd of  his business’s 
success and rave reviews. 

If  you hunt with Ladd, you are 
sure to have a wonderful experi-
ence and leave with some imparted 
knowledge as well. For example, 
Ladd advises hunters to pay atten-
tion to how deer move from par-
ticular food to particular food in 
search of  calories.

“Seek out acorns in the woods,” 
he says, as acorns are a preferred 
source of  protein for deer, especial-
ly this time of  year. 

For more advice and the chance 
for an excellent fair chase hunting 
experience, visit the company web-
site at tadladd.com. 

Set up camp this hunting season 
at Tad Ladd’s West Kentucky Whitetails

MURRAY, Ky. — Representatives from 
Murray State University participat-
ed in a recent visit by Congressman 
Collin Peterson, Chairman of  the 
House Agriculture Committee. The 
visit, hosted by Kentucky Congress-
man James Comer, also included other 
regional and state agricultural and 
governmental leaders and consisted of  
several stops, including a tour of   the 
new Fibonacci Hempwood operation 
and at the Murray State farm to have 
a listening session on hemp and see 
hemp research plots, dark tobacco, 
corn and soybeans.

“It was a great honor to host our 
own Congressman Comer and House 
Agriculture Chairman Peterson on 
the campus of  Murray State Univer-
sity for a listening session and a tour 
of  our Hutson School of  Agriculture 
Farm,” said Dr. Tony Brannon, dean 
of  the Murray State Hutson School of  

Agriculture. “It was a great opportuni-
ty to give the chairman an update on 
the reinvention of  agricultural hemp 
as a grain, fiber and floral crop on our 
campus and in our region and state, 
and to update him on our ongoing stu-
dent, faculty, and associated partner 
research. 

“We appreciate Congressman Comer 
extending the invitation and thank 
both for their leadership in passing 
the Farm Bill. This was a major step 
in making agricultural hemp a legal 
commodity and providing much-need-
ed support for all U.S. agriculture. 
It’s a good thing to have farmers in 
Congress.”

As co-chairs of  the Murray State 
Agricultural Leadership Council, stu-
dents Cristen Shaw of  Benton, Illinois, 
and Vanessa Smith of  Benton, 

See MSU page 13

MSU participates in recent visit by 
Chairman of  the House Ag Committee
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FRANKFORT, Ky.  – The federal 
government will require most 
Kentucky cattle to bear a radio 
frequency identifi cation (RFID) 
tag in the next few years, the 
Kentucky Offi  ce of  the State 
Veterinarian has announced.

“By 2023, only RFID tags will be 
considered offi  cial identifi cation,” 
State Veterinarian Robert C. Stout 
said. “The U.S. Department of  
Agriculture is requiring the RFID 
tags and phasing out metal tags to 
improve our ability to trace animal 
movement quickly and effi  ciently 
in the event of  a livestock disease 
outbreak. A strong traceability 
system is absolutely essential 
to maintaining open overseas 
markets for Kentucky and U.S. 
cattle.”

“The Kentucky Department 
of  Agriculture will work 
with producers and industry 
organizations to help with a 
speedy and orderly transition 

to RFID ear tags,” Agriculture 
Commissioner Ryan Quarles 
said. “In the weeks and months 
to come, we will be speaking to 
industry groups and passing out 
informational materials to help 
producers make the switch. As 
we get updates from USDA, we 
will pass them along to Kentucky 
producers.”

“We appreciate the Kentucky 
Department of  Agriculture for 
being proactive in getting the word 
out about this important cattle 
identifi cation transition,” said 
Dave Maples, executive director 
of  the Kentucky Cattlemen’s 
Association. “The transition 
from metal to RFID tags will 
strengthen the traceability system 
by providing information faster 
and protecting our markets in the 
event of  a disease outbreak.”

The timeline for completing 

FQ  10 • Summer Section • July 19-24, 2019

See TAGS, page FQ 11

USDA will require most cattle
to have electronic ear tags

Switch to RFID tags intended to strengthen U.S. Animal Traceability System

WASHINGTON, Oct. 7, 
2019 – Dairy producers can 
now enroll in the Dairy Margin 
Coverage (DMC) for calendar 
year 2020. USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) opened signup 
today for the program that helps 
producers manage economic 
risk brought on by milk price 
and feed cost disparities.

“We know it’s tough out there 
for American farmers, including 
our dairy producers,” said 
Bill Northey, Under Secretary 
for Farm Production and 
Conservation. “As Secretary 
Perdue said, farmers are pretty 
good at managing through 
tough times, and we know that 
more dairy farmers will be 
able to survive with this 2018 
Farm Bill and its risk mitigation 
measures, like the Dairy Margin 
Coverage program.”

The DMC program offers 
reasonably priced protection 
to dairy producers when the 
difference between the all-
milk price and the average feed 
cost (the margin) falls below a 
certain dollar amount selected 
by the producer. The deadline to 
enroll in DMC for 2020 is Dec. 
13, 2019.

Dairy farmers earned more 
than $300 million dollars from 
the program in 2019 so far. 
Producers are encouraged to 
take advantage of this very 
important risk management tool 

for 2020.
All producers who want 2020 

coverage, even those who took 
advantage of the 25 percent 
premium discount by locking in 
the coverage level for five years 
of margin protection coverage 
are required to visit the office 
during this signup period to pay 
the annual administrative fee.

“Dairy producers should 
definitely consider coverage 
for 2020 as even the slightest 
drop in the margin can trigger 
payments,” said Northey. “Dairy 
producers should consider 
enrolling in DMC to guard 
against what has been, for 
several years, an extremely 
unforgiving market.”

The 2018 Farm Bill created 
DMC, improving on the 
previous safety net for dairy 
producers. DMC is one of 
many programs that FSA 
and other USDA agencies 
are implementing to support 
America’s farmers.

For more information on 
enrolling in DMC and taking 
advantage of an online dairy 
decision tool that assists 
producers in selecting coverage 
for 2020, visit the DMC 
webpage.

For additional questions and 
assistance, contact your local 
USDA service center. To locate 
your local FSA office, visit 
farmers.gov/service-locator.

USDA Opens 2020 enrollment for 
Dairy Margin Coverage Program
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Hemp and 
the law

Even though the 2018 Farm Bill 
removes hemp from the controlled 
substance list, no person can grow, 
handle, or process hemp plants, viable 
seed, leaf or floral materials without a 
hemp license issued by the Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture. As stated 
in KRS 260.858(3), “It is unlawful 
for a person who does not hold a 
license issued by the department, or 
who is not an agent of a licensee, to 
cultivate, handle, process, or market 
living industrial hemp plants or viable 
seeds, leaf materials, or floral materials 
derived from industrial hemp. Penalties 
for persons who cultivate, handle, 
process, or market living industrial 
hemp plants or viable seeds, leaf 
materials, or floral materials derived 
from industrial hemp without a license 
are the same as those penalties that are 
applicable to persons who 

violate KRS Chapter 218A, relating 
to marijuana.” For applicable 
Kentucky Revised Statutes, Kentucky 
Administrative Regulations, and 
more information, look under“Forms 
& Documents” in the right column 
(mobile devices scroll down). 
Remember that these regulations 
pertain to the 2019 Industrial 
Hemp Research Pilot Program. The 
regulations for the 2020 hemp licensing 
program will be released later this 
year. Hemp derived CBD products 
are legal in Kentucky pursuant to 40 
KRS 218A.010(27) License Holders 
investing at this early stage in the 
research should be aware that federal 
law is subject to change.  There is 
uncertainty at the federal level on what 
parts of the hemp plant can be lawfully 
sold
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Mid-Year Cattle Inventory suggests 
halting expansion

By Kenny Burdine
UK Ag Economics
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Hay Testing: Using Your Best Results
By Chris D. Teutsch

UK Research and Education Center at Princeton
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Proudly Owned & Operated by 
the Stockholders Since 1945

Cattle, Horses,
Poultry, Pets & 

more.. 
475 WEST KY DRIVE  • LACENTER, KY

270-665-5101

We are your Feed 
Headquarters

Gas • Farm • Home
Clothing • Gardening

Sporting Goods

2014 John Deere 5100E 
229 Hours, Cab, Exhaust Corner Post Cab, Dual 
Mid SCV, Dual Rear SCV, 18.4-30 8PR R1 Rear 
Tires, 12.4024 8PR R1 Front Tires..........$58,500

2013 John Deere 6140R
Powerquad Plus 16/16, Left Hand Reverser, 3 
Remotes, 540/1000 PTO, Category 3 Hitch, Axle 
R&P 92mmx110”, Autotrac Ready..........$82,500

2012 John Deere 6430 
Standard Cab, Instructional Seat, MFWD, 2 SCV, 
Tool Box, Rear Tire Size 18.4R34, Front Tire Size 
14.9R24, Clean, Well Kept Tractor..........$64,500

2012 John Deere 8335R 
APPROX. 1990 Hours, IVT W/RH (42 KPH)-MF-
WD or ILS, 2630 Touch Display, No ACS Steering, 
Five Remote Cylineder Control..........$177,500

2013 John Deere 6140R
1384 Hours, MFWD Drive, 
140 hp Engine Horsepower

2005 John Deere 6320
494 Hours, 2 WD, 

100 hp Engine Horsepower

2012 John Deere 8335R
2300 Horsepower, MFWD Drive,

335 hp Engine Horsepower

2014 John Deere 8370R
2254 Hours, MFWD Drive,
370 hp Engine Horsepower

By SCOTT McFETRIDGE

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — The 
Trump administration announced Friday 
it plans to implement new rules that will 
increase demand for ethanol, reversing a 
decline caused by exemptions given to oil 
refineries.

The proposal follows months of 
complaints by Midwest farmers, 
politicians and the ethanol industry that 
the federal government’s granting of 
waivers to refiners had violated federal law 
and forced some ethanol plants to close.

Roughly 40 percent of U.S. corn is used 
to produce ethanol, so declining demand 
for the fuel additive can depress prices for 
the grain. The issue carries extra political 
weight because the ethanol industry is 
concentrated in Iowa, Nebraska and other 
Midwest states, where farmers have been 
among President Donald Trump’s most 
loyal supporters.

Although the proposal by the 

Environmental Protection Agency and 
Department of Agriculture wouldn’t 
address the current loss of ethanol 
demand, it would ensure that beginning 
in 2020 the government would comply 
with a 15-billion-gallon standard already 
required under federal law and meet 
benchmarks for soybean-based biofuels. 
The EPA also said it would remove 
barriers to the sale of E15, a higher blend 
of ethanol that because of Trump’s support 
now can be sold year-round.

The EPA said it will seek comments on 
its plan in the coming weeks and expects 
to take final action later this year.

Harold Wolle, who grows corn and 
soybean in south-central Minnesota, 
said he welcomed the agreement but said 
the Trump administration was simply 
agreeing to comply with federal law.

“I’m please by their willingness to abide 
by the law,” said Wolle, who farms near 
St. James, Minnesota. “It’s good news but 
they aren’t going out of their way to do 

anything for agriculture or the ethanol 
industry.”

The deal should mean farmers will have 
one less issue to deal with, said Wolle, but 
they still face the prospect of a late harvest 
due to historically wet weather and poor 
prices because of trade disputes.

Republican state and congressional 
leaders responded more enthusiastically, 
thanking Trump for taking action that 
offsets the EPA’s earlier move to grant 
waivers to 31 refineries this year that 
reduced ethanol demand.

U.S. Sen. Chuck Grassley of Iowa, who 
during the summer said farmers had been 
“screwed” by the EPA, issued a statement 
Monday that praised the president and 
emphasized the important of ethanol to 
agriculture and the rural economy.

“This plan will fix EPA’s exemption 
process and help farmers and biofuels 
producers going forward,” Grassley said.

The Iowa Renewable Fuels Association 
also thanked Trump for “listening to their 

concerns and calls for the Renewable Fuel 
Standard to be enforced according to the 
law.”

The U.S. oil industry criticized the 
proposed new rules.

The American Petroleum Institute and 
American Fuel &amp; Petrochemical 
Manufacturers said in a statement, 
“We are deeply concerned about the 
administration’s decision to, once again, 
play politics with our fuel system by 
increasing an already onerous biofuel 
mandate, placing greater strain on the U.S. 
manufacturers he promised to protect and 
threatening higher costs for consumers.”

Although the refinery waivers have been 
blamed for spurring the closure of several 
ethanol plants, Iowa State University 
economist Dave Swenson said the industry 
still may struggle because demand for the 
fuel in the last few years hasn’t kept pace 
with the increased supply.

“The industry has been in trouble for a 
relatively long time,” Swenson said.

Trump administration says plan would restore ethanol demand
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KENTUCKY  - The Kentucky Ener-
gy and Environment Cabinet and the 
Office of  the State Climatologist have 
issued a Level 2 drought declaration 
for 78 counties and a Level 1 declara-
tion for 42 counties.

A Level 2 drought declaration has 
been issued for areas in eastern, 
central and parts of  western Kentucky 
and could lead to substantial agri-
cultural losses, diminished stream 
flows in small streams and rivers and 
increases in the occurrence of  wild-
fires. If  drought conditions persist, it 
is expected that some water utilities 
will have difficulties treating water 
and may begin issuing conservation 
advisories or implementing water-use 
restrictions due to limited water sup-
plies.

A Level 1 drought declaration has 
been issued for areas in western and 
northeastern Kentucky indicating 
moderate to severe drought conditions 
have developed primarily affecting 
soil moisture and vegetative health. 
Serious impacts to agricultural water 
needs, an increased wildfire risk, 

abnormally low flows in streams, and 
resultant water quality issues can be 
expected in the designated areas.

Kentucky has been experiencing 
unprecedented dryness, with most 
locations recording little to no precipi-
tation during the month of  September. 
This lack of  precipitation, combined 
with record heat, has led to rapidly 
deteriorating conditions.

“The combination of  hot, dry 
weather that set in across Kentucky in 

August reached an unprecedented level 
during September, based on the period 
of  record dating back to 1895,” said Stu 
Foster, state climatologist for Ken-
tucky. “As a result, drought conditions 
have developed rapidly as we enter 
what is climatologically the driest time 
of  the year.”

Officials say public water supplies 
are not seriously affected at this time, 
but persistent drought conditions 
will increase the risk of  water short-

age conditions, especially for those 
systems relying on small lakes, small 
headwater streams and wells located 
in drought-vulnerable aquifers. Low 
water levels in lakes can also lead to 
water quality issues that could present 
treatment challenges for utilities.

The Kentucky Division of  Water 
continues to monitor all the state’s 
water systems and their sources of  
supply, including notifying the public 
of  any changes that may lead to water 
shortages.

The hot, dry conditions have had a 
serious impact on agricultural inter-
ests, especially when it comes to cattle 
production. Severely diminished pas-
ture conditions have led to limited fall 
grazing, and in turn, forced many pro-
ducers to feed winter hay well ahead of  
schedule. Numerous county agents are 
reporting hay yields cut in half, while 
moisture availability has put a halt to 
pasture renovations.

The forecast shows relief  from the 
record heat, but the long-term outlooks 
indicate below-normal precipitation 
for the next 30 days.

Drought declarations issued across Kentucky
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VISIT HARRISAUCTIONS.COM FOR MORE PHOTOS & A COMPLETE LISTING!

REAL ESTATE SELLS ABSOLUTE TO THE HIGHEST 
BIDDER AT 10:00 AM! AUCTION HELD ON SITE!

91 
AC R E S 

IN 3 TRACTS & COMBINATIONS 
QUALITY LEVEL FARMLAND!

REAL ESTATE TERMS: 15% Down Day Of Sale Balance In 30 Days.  A 10% Buyer’s Premium Will Be Added To The 
Final Bid & Included In The Contract Price. Make Inspections Prior To Date Of Sale. 

Real Estate Tracts: 
Tract 1: 84’X64’ Stock Barn 

on 54.31 Acres
Tract 2: Dark Fire Tobacco 

Barn on 19.23 
Acres

Tract 3: 17.36 Acres

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12TH, 2019 AT 10:00 AM
ROARING SPRINGS ROAD, LAFAYETTE, KY
Estate of Samuel Odell “Slick” Cherry

ABSOLUTE LAND AUCTION

SHORT DRIVE TO OAK GROVE – 
HOPKINSVILLE – CADIZ & CLARKSVILLE!!

This South Christian County Farm is a MUST SEE PROPERTY 
with tracts on each side of Roaring Springs Road.

DIRECTIONS: From Hopkinsville: From Eagle Way Bypass take HWY 107 South for 15 miles to 
Lafayette. Turn Right on Roaring Springs Road. Travel 0.2 Miles, Farm on Right. Signs Posted!

REAL ESTATE TRACTS: 
Tract 1: 25’X80’ Metal 

Sided Building on 
1.54 Acres

Tract 2: 1.66 Acres 

Tract 3: Home, Workshop, 
Equipment Shed, 
Stock Barn, Shop 
Building on 2.38 
Acres

Tract 4: 3.45 Acres

NICE 5 BEDROOM 
HOME ON 9 ACRES 

IN 4 TRACTS & 
COMBINATIONS!

REAL ESTATE SELLS ABSOLUTE TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER AT 10:00 AM! AUCTION HELD ON SITE!

VISIT HARRISAUCTIONS.COM FOR MORE PHOTOS & A COMPLETE LISTING!

TL #5624

Saturday October 19th, 2019 @ 10:00 AM
4972 Claude Tucker Road, Union City, TN 38261

REAL ESTATE TERMS: 15% Down Day Of Sale Balance In 30 Days.  A 10% Buyer’s Premium Will Be Added To 
The Final Bid & Included In The Contract Price. Buyer Will Be Required To Sign A Lead Based Paint Disclosure 
Waiving The Opportunity To A 10 Day Post Sale Inspection. Make Inspections Prior To Date Of Sale. 
PERSONAL PROPERTY TERMS: A 10% Buyer Premium Will Be Added To The Final Bid. Full settlement due day 
of sale.  Cash or check accepted with proper identification.  

ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE AUCTION

In Partnership with John Cook TN LIC#1227 • 731.234.7346

TRACT 3 DETAILS: The Picture-Perfect Setting. 5 Bedroom 2 
Bath Home With A 8’ x 114’ Long Covered Wrap Around Front 
Porch And 27’x 30’ Oversized Attached Garage. This Home 
Has Eat In Kitchen with Oak Cabinetry. A Spacious Formal 
Dining Room and Open Living Room Featuring Fireplaces 
With Beautiful Tiger Oak Mantles and 9 Ft Ceilings.
This Wonderful Property Has 19 Pecan Trees, Peach Trees, 
Apple Trees, Grapes, And Thorn Less Blackberries, 2 Stocked 
Ponds With Catfish Up To 40 Lbs., 40‘ X 45‘ Workshop/Living 
Quarters With Bath, 25’ x 60’ For Bay Equipment Shed, 40‘ 
X 100‘ Stock Barn And Stable Area, 44’x46’ Shop Building 
Concrete Floor. City Water & Well Water on the Farm.

EXCELLENT 
BUILDING SITES!
CITY WATER & WELL 

WATER AVAILABLE ON 
THE FARM!

OPEN 
HOUSE: 
SUNDAY, 

October 6th 
from 

1-3 PM

BACKHOE – TRUCKS – FURNITURE – 10’X16’ GAZEBO
BACKHOE: CASE 580 Super L, 4X4, Model# 580 SUPER L, PIN# JJG0202773, 5368 Hours
TRUCKS: 1993 GMC Top Kick, Allison Automatic with 24’ Box, 1990 GMC Bucket Truck with 
Altec Boom, 2 Speed Axle & 5 Speed CAT Diesel Engine, VIN# 1G10M7H1J2LJ609040 with 
230,496 Miles
FURNITURE: Antique Oak Mantle With Beveled Mirror, Hide-A-Bed, Leather Couch, Leather 
Chair, Marble Top Table, Gold Mirror, Two Door Glass Cherry Display Cabinet, Green Cloth Chair, 
Five Shelf Bookcase, L Shape Desk, Computer Desk, Hammond Organ, Henry F. Miller Piano
APPLIANCES & HOUSEHOLDS: Stainless Steel Gas BBQ Grill, Heavy Duty BBQ Charcoal 
Smoker, Electric Glass Top Frigidaire Cook Stove, GE Electric Dryer, Rinse – N- Vac Carpet 
Cleaner, Windsor Carpet Cleaner, Numerous Home Furnishings
TOOLS & EQUIPMENT: Magna Force 5HP Air Compressor, Atlas Lathe Model# TH54 Serial# 
073727, Craftsman 16” Scroll Saw, Craftsman Belt Sander, 3 PTH Pond Scoop, Concrete Mixer, 
Roll of Concrete Wire, 3 PTH 7’ Sickle Mower, Antique Metal Hay Rake, Yard Drag, Skid Fuel 
Tank, Truck Fuel Tank, Jiffy Steamer, Log Splitter, Troy-Bilt 19HP Kohler Riding Mower, 4 Wheel 
Horse Drawn Buggy by Rabers Buggy Shop

AFTER 60 YEARS THE EDINGTON’S ARE MOVING TO BE NEAR FAMILY IN EAST TENNESSEE!
THE FAMILY IS STILL GOING THROUGH ITEMS! COME SPEND THE AFTERNOON WITH US! 

LOTS OF TOOLS & SHOP ITEMS TO BE SOLD!!
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Submitted by Tom Miller
Extension Agent for Ag
and Natural Resources

Just six or seven months ago, Ken-
tucky was dealing with overabundant 
rainfall and soaked pastures, but now 
things are close to bone dry. Kentucky 
needs rain, and fast.

“Unfortunately, we’ve been seeing 
many reports that the dry conditions 
we seem to be stuck in are putting 
stress on our farmers,” said Matthew 
Dixon, agricultural meteorologist for 
the University of  Kentucky College of  
Agriculture, Food and Environment. 
“Kentucky is officially in agricultural 
drought, and now some reports indi-
cate hydrologic drought is starting to 
develop.”

These conditions are not new to 
Kentucky’s farmers — they know the 
variability and sometimes extreme 
weather fluctuations in the state — 
but it doesn’t make it any easier to 
deal with on the farm.

Official information from the U.S. 
Drought Monitor lists more than a 

third of  Kentucky as abnormally dry 
and about a quarter of  the state in 
moderate drought.

Dixon said many areas haven’t seen 
rainfall since the last week of  August, 
and the state has only averaged .07 
inches since the beginning of  Sep-
tember through Sept. 20. Couple that 
with above-average highs in the 90s 
many days this month, and things are 
getting pretty crispy.

“Many reports I’m hearing here 
in the Ag Weather Center are that 
pasture conditions are greatly dimin-
ishing and farmers are having to feed 
supplemental hay to livestock, when 
they would normally still be grazing 
on healthy pasture. One county even 
said their farmers market would 
close in the next week or so due to 
crops drying up. Water availability for 
horses, cattle and goats is starting to 
become a concern in Magoffin County, 
in addition to other portions of  the 
state.”

Carol Hinton is the Cooperative 
Extension agent for agriculture and 
natural resources in Breckinridge 

County. She said farmers there are 
holding off  putting cover crops in 
the ground for fear of  failure without 
adequate moisture.

“Honestly, rain has been scarce 
most of  the second half  of  summer,” 
Dixon said. “Even with the remnants 
of  Tropical Storm Barry passing 
through, North Central Kentucky 
missed most of  the rainfall. We went 
almost an entire year without any 
part of  the state in a drought, but now 
it doesn’t look great.”

Dixon said that long-range outlooks 
through the end of  September don’t 
paint a great picture for catching up 
on missed rainfall. Many counties 
are now under a burn ban across 
the state. For an updated list of  
burn bans, visit https://eec.ky.gov/
Natural-Resources/Forestry/wild-
land-fire-management/P...

“Bottom line is it’s dry now, and the 
forecast isn’t giving us much promise 
for rainfall going forward,” he said.

For current weather and drought 
status, visit the UK Ag Weather 
Center at http://wwwagwx.ca.uky.

edu/ and the NIDIS at https://www.
drought.gov/drought/states/ken-
tucky. Contact: Matthew Dixon, Tom 
Priddy, 859-257-3000
(Source Aimee Nelson)

 Lack of rain starting to strain Kentucky agriculture 

Pasture quality is diminishing across 
Kentucky.          Photo by Aimee Nielson
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 877-486-1160
john@seedstockplus.com

Seedstock Plus Fall Sale Dates!
Fall Bull Sale
October 19, 2019   

Joplin Regional Stockyards, Carthage, MO
Selling 150 - 18 month old  Angus, Gelbvieh 

& Balancer bulls!     ALL BLACK!

RED REWARD‘Fall Edition’ 
Bull & Female Sale

November 2, 2019  
Wheeler Livestock Auction,  Osceola, MO
Selling 40 RED bulls - Gelbvieh, Balancer 

& Red Angus & 100 RED females

Selling the TOP 35 SPRING BORN pairs from Brandywine Farms!  
We will also offer the elite consignments from the Seedstock Plus 
members as the Showcase portion of the sale!  
*  Reds & Blacks! 
*  Open heifers, Bred heifers, Spring & Fall Pairs 
*  Picks of the herd & Embryo flush opportunities

‘The Best of Brandywine Farms’
 & the Showcase Sale XIV

November 23, 2019 
Kingsville Livestock, Kingsville, MO

Bid & Buy at:

DVAuction
ALL SALES!

• Guaranteed Sight-Unseen Purchases!                                              
• Free Trucking on every bull! No fine print!
• The best disposition & soundness sort!
• Extensive Data & Genomic EPDs!
• All Bulls Are Semen & Trich Tested!
• 100 RFI tested bulls sell in these sales!
• Videos of sale bulls on website the week before the sale! 

www.seedstockplus.com.
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800-489-9454 THE FARMER’S PRIDE JUNE 20, 2019    |  3

Owensboro, KY

√ CAP* 102 – Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan 
for confined livestock operations 

√ CAP* 104 – Nutrient Management for cropland 
√ CAP* 114 – Integrated Pest Management 

* Conservation Activity Plan practice, as part of N.R.C.S. EQIP program 

Ronan Cummins 
Technical Service Provider to 

Kentucky N.R.C.S. since 2004 
 • 21 years of experience in service to Kentucky agriculture • 

Nutrient Management Planning in Kentucky 

(270) 313-1101 •  ronan@agronomyone.com 

Ben Abell was the only suburban kid 
in his high school to join FFA.  He went 
on to manage the organic research unit 
at UK’s South Farm for a decade before 
becoming a full-time farmer with his 
wife, Bree Pearsall, in Crestwood.  

The first gen farmers have developed 
a strong, steadily-expanding farm busi-
ness over the past five years.  Based in 
Oldham County on a large, rented farm, 
they raise 25 acres of certified-organic 
vegetables and pasture 120 ewes and 
200 lambs. They market their products 
in a CSA and at the St. Matthews Market 
at Beargrass Christian Church in 
Louisville. 

Their CSA serves 600 families in the 
Louisville, Lexington and Frankfort 

areas for 22 weeks a year.  There are 15 
pick-up sites, with some designated em-
ployer participants such as the Person-
nel Cabinet in Frankfort, the Texas 
Roadhouse Corporate Headquarters in 
Louisville, and the Urban County gov-
ernment in Lexington.  Some employers 
pay a portion of the CSA cost, often 
$150, to support good employee health.   

Rootbound partners with Fresh Stop 
Markets and New Roots in Louisville for 
200 shares a week.  New Roots has a 
sliding scale program for low-income 
people.   

Subscribers can choose between a 
small ($21 per week) or large ($29 per 

ROOTBOUND FARM

CSA serves 600 families in Louisville, Lexington, Frankfort

SEE ROOTBOUND, PAGE 7

Ben Abell, owner of Rootbound Farm, with ewe and triplets in Crestwood.
Photo by Lynn Pruett

Kentucky Proud Beer Series On Tap for October
The Kentucky Proud Beer Series will 

be bigger and better than ever in 2019 
with a beer festival in Newport and six 
Kentucky Proud paired beer dinners 
in October, Agriculture Commissioner 
Ryan Quarles announced. “Every 
October, Kentucky’s craft brewers 
use Kentucky Proud products 
to brew one-of-a-kind beers to 

showcase their creativity and honor 
the Commonwealth’s producers,” 
Commissioner Quarles said. “We 
are pleased to collaborate with the 
Kentucky Guild of Brewers on what 
has become a staple of Kentucky’s fall 
calendar.” “We are thrilled to partner 
again with the Kentucky Department 
of Agriculture to develop over 20 beers 

that highlight the wonderful products 
that Kentucky’s farms have to offer,” 
said Derek Selznick, executive director 
of the Kentucky Guild of Brewers. 
Participating Kentucky craft brewers 
will release special beers infused with 
Kentucky Proud products on Oct. 
18. The Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture (KDA) worked with the 
guild 

to match craft brewers with 
Kentucky Proud producers to create 
the limited-release beers. The 
Kentucky Proud Beer Festival is set for 
Oct. 19 at Wooden Cask Brewery in 
Newport. Participating craft breweries 
will serve their Kentucky Proud beers 
at the event. Kentucky-sourced foods 

will be provided by the Farmstand 
Café and other providers. Tickets are 
$25 for VIP admission (limited to 250) 
and $10 for general admission. Tickets 
include a commemorative Kentucky 
Proud tasting glass and two 8-ounce 
samples. More samples are available 
for purchase. Six Kentucky Proud 
paired beer dinners are scheduled 
Oct. 14-17 in various locations 
across the Commonwealth. The 
dinners will consist of locally sourced 
foods matched with beers from the 
Kentucky Proud Beer Series. For more 
information about the 2019 Kentucky 
Proud Beer Series and Festival, go to 
kygbrewers.org.
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Visit tjbgelbvieh.com for more information

TODD, ALISA & KATELYN BICKETT, KELSIE WILSON
455 Brotherton Lane, Chickamauga, GA 30707 • (706) 375-6586

(423) 667-3799 • Russ Princ, Herdsman • (423) 802-8347

Like us on Facebook

TJB 836F
4105C x Cohesion

Selling

TJB 848F
4102C x Probity

Selling

TJB 844F
155Z x 4120C

Selling

TJB 870F
337M x Raindance

Selling
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fcbheartland.com  •  NMLS# 474502
fcbheartland.com

Proudly serving in
Clinton KY • Dresden TN • Dyersburg TN • Fancy Farm KY
Kevil KY • LaCenter KY • Martin TN • Wickliffe KY
800-653-4301

NMLS# 474502

Good People to Turn to ... In Every Farming Season
Our Ag Lending Team Is Ready To Get Started On Your Ag Loan Today!

Oct. 18th • Nov. 15th • Dec. 13th
Sale Every Tuesday at 12 Noon

Trucking Available

270-898-8377
Highway 60 • Ledbetter

LIVINGSTON
LIVESTOCK

PRECONDITIONED SALES

Kentucky schools celebrate Farm to School Month
FRANKFORT, Ky. — School districts 

throughout Kentucky will hold special 
events to celebrate Farm to School Month 
in October and raise awareness of the 
advantages of serving local foods to 
Kentucky school children. “Farm to school 
helps Kentucky students get access to fresh, 
nutritious local foods that will help them 
to grow up strong and healthy,” Agriculture 
Commissioner Ryan Quarles said. “At 
the same time, farm to school enables 
farmers to tap into a local market for their 
products. The Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture’s Farm to School Program is 
committed to getting fresh, high-quality 
Kentucky Proud foods into our school 
systems. Our program is a national leader 
in the farm to school movement.” Among 
the Farm to School Month celebrations 
in Kentucky this month: • Grant County’s 
middle and high schools are roasting 
pumpkins as a side dish and toasting 
pumpkin seeds for their salad bars. The 
elementary schools will roast pumpkins 
as their Try Day Friday special on Oct. 

18. The elementary schools also will offer 
Farm to School Month coloring contests. • 
Barren County’s FFA chapter, culinary arts 
students, staff, and farmers’ market 
will host a community local 
hog roast on Oct. 10. Barren 
County Schools will serve 
all-local lunches on 
Oct. 24. Red Cross 
Elementary will hold 
a Farm to School 
event on Oct. 17. • 
The Wayne County 
school district is 
serving local lunches 
in all schools. Students 
grew a garden at Wayne 
County High School that 
produced 85 percent of 
the food for the entire district. 
• During the week of Oct. 14-18, 
Sandersville Elementary School in 

Fayette County will feature entrées on 
their lunch menu each day that is made 
using local ingredients and side salads 

with lettuce and apples from Reed Valley 
Orchard in Paris. Rosa Parks Elementary, 
also in Fayette County, will serve local 

foods daily the week of Oct. 
28. Many other Kentucky 

schools will host 
events to celebrate 

Farm to School 
Month in 
October. If you 
would like 
your school’s 
event to be 
recognized, 
contact the 

Kentucky 
Department of 

Agriculture (KDA) 
at ag.web@ky.gov 

or share on Facebook, 
Twitter, or Instagram and 

tag @kentuckyag. The KDA’s Farm 
to School Program helps Kentucky school 
systems locate local foods to buy and 
serve to their students. The program runs 

the Junior Chef program, a statewide 
competition of high school culinary teams. 
Each “season” concludes with the state 
tournament in August at the Kentucky 
State Fair, where regional champions 
compete for scholarship opportunities 
and the coveted skillet trophy. For the 
last two years, Kentucky has hosted the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Southeast Region Junior Chef Competition 
in Louisville. During Farm to School 
Month, the USDA will conduct a Farm 
to School Census in all 50 states, four 
territories, and Washington, D.C. USDA 
periodically conducts a Farm to School 
Census to measure activities and trends in 
the farm to school movement. The KDA 
encourages local school food authorities 
to complete the census so Kentucky can be 
well represented. The deadline to complete 
and submit the census is Nov. 4. For more 
information, contact your USDA Farm to 
School Regional Lead or send an email to 
farmtoschool@fns.usda. gov.
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USE MAKO INDUSTRIES IN THE MONTH OF 
OCTOBER AND GIVE BACK FOR A CAUSE!

MENTION “REAL MEN WEAR PINK” & WE WILL 
DONATE $20 PER NEW DELIVERY DURING THE MONTH OF 

OCTOBER TO THE AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY.

Are you cleaning, remodeling or building and need a large container to put all your waste or debris in?
Mako Industries LLC is here to help. With our four container sizes, we make projects easier, more efficient and productive

by Aimee Nielson

The 2018-2019 winter has served up 
roller coaster temperatures and record 
precipitation. Kentucky’s equine 
friends are quite adaptive to these 
variations, but when the temperatures 
dip low, along with wet and windy 
conditions, horse owners need to pay 
attention to a few things to help the 
animals cope and thrive.
“Horses have three basic needs—shel-

ter, feed and water,” said Bob Coleman, 
horse specialist for the University of  
Kentucky College of  Agriculture, Food 
and Environment. “You can easily 
manage horses outside, but you’ll have 
to provide a few creature comforts.”
Shelter should provide protection 

from the wind and the different forms 
of  precipitation Kentucky usually 
receives in winter months such as 
freezing rain, sleet, snow and ice. Cole-
man said horses’ hair coats are pretty 
efficient at protecting the animals from 
colder temperatures, but they won’t 
be as effective against wind and wet 
conditions.

“If  a horse’s coat gets wet in rain or 
snow, it can dramatically chill them. 
You may need to bring them inside a 
barn to dry and warm up,” Coleman 
said. “Otherwise, three-walled shelters 
that guard against prevailing winds 
will do a nice job of  protecting horses 
from the elements.”
Having bedding in an an outdoor 

shelter is also a good idea, as long as it 
drains well and stays dry.
Horses are very resilient and toler-

ant to the cold. They can withstand 
air temperatures down to around 13 
degrees Fahrenheit. When the tem-
peratures drop below that, horse own-
ers should think about their feeding 
program. In cold weather, horses need 
more energy to stay warm.
“Adequate, high-quality feed is very 

important, especially in the winter,” 
Coleman said. “As horses eat and 
digest hay, digestion creates internal 
heat which can help them maintain 
body temperature.”
If  owners are unsure of  their hay 

quality, slowly adding a daily concen-
trate to the feed can be helpful in pro-

viding a complete ration.
Many horse owners use 

blankets on their animals. 
Blankets can be helpful, 
but they do require extra 
attention and the sizing is 
important. A blanket that is 
too big will likely cause a lot 
of  coat-damaging friction. 
When conditions for blan-
keting have passed, owners 
need to remember to remove 
the blanket.
“You need to remove the 

blanket periodically to 
groom and check the horse’s coat,” 
Coleman said. “We have some extreme 
temperature variations, and if  that 
blanket gets wet, or if  it warms up 
and traps moisture from the horse 
sweating, it could be detrimental to the 
horse’s health and coat condition. So, 
if  you must use blankets, make sure 
you check the horse often.”
Water is still the most crucial element 

in winter horse care. If  a horse takes 
in less water, they may eat less feed 
as well. Adequate digestion requires 

adequate water intake.
“It’s not uncommon to see an increase 

in impaction colic in horses that eat 
high forage diets without drinking 
enough water,” Coleman said. “Make 
sure the water you’re offering isn’t too 
cold and check for problems with your 
tank heaters.”
Programs of  the Kentucky Coopera-

tive Extension Service serve all people 
regardless of  race, age, sex, color, reli-
gion, disability or national origin. For 
additional information, contact your 
local County Extension Office.

Horses need a little extra TLC during winter weather



 October 10-12, 2019  •  Fall Section • FQ 39

6230 Hwy. 89
Palmersville, TN
800-594-4455

STORAGE + CONDITIONING + MATERIAL HANDLING + STRUCTURES

GRAIN HANDLING STORAGE SYSTEMS
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