
Inside this issue

Tourism
Activities & Travel Guide

Page 17Dr. Aaron Warmath

2019 Veterans Tribute

Chip Tullar, owner of Patti’s 1880’s Settlement 
& Restaurant, with Maggie in the Family Room 
covered with family photos in  the new restaurant.

Photo by Pat Thomann

By Pat Thomann
Staff Writer
kpipthomann@gmail.com

Patti’s 1880’s Settlement owner, Chip Tullar 
(William Grant Tullar, Jr.) was part of the first 
year draft and was allowed to graduate before 
beginning his service where he was allowed to 
choose his military branch. 

Tullar wanted to become an Air Force pilot 
and passed the Air Force training program, 
but the only openings was for helicopter pilots 
during the Vietnam conflict. He instead chose 
to go to San Diego, California and was one 
of only 600 accepted into officer candidate 
school. He went to school in Newport, RI and 
graduated 
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BLUEGRASS BMW SALUTES OUR VETERANS

©2020 BMW of North America, LLC. The BMW name, model names and logo are registered trademarks.

Bluegrass BMW

The race home for the holidays begins now.

Command the road home in the X5, with a TwinPower Turbo engine and up to 456 horsepower.
Take advantage of the X3’s spacious interior to pack in all the gifts and memories. Or stay light and low in
the fine-tuned 3 Series to feel more agile on the way home than ever before.

No matter what home is to you, experience the road home in a BMW.

Receive exceptional offers on select models. But hurry - offers end January 2nd.

VISIVISIT BLUEGRASS BMW NOW FOR SPECIAL LEASE AND FINANCE OFFERS THROUGH BMW
FINANCIAL SERVICES.
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as an Ensign. 
After graduation he became an 

Explosive Ordinance Officer, trained 
to dive 185’ in a hardhat suit, disarm 
bombs and learned welding to make 
underwater ship repairs. There were 
only two EOD detachments during 
that time, one in Hawaii covering the 
South Pacific and one in Fort Story, 
Virginia covering the Mediterranean 
and the Suez Canal. He was one of 
only 250 people that were trained to 
disarm bombs.

Tullar’s father was a Blimp pilot 
patrolling the East Coast looking for 
submarines during WWll. Two of 
his brothers were also in the Navy 
and an uncle in the Air Force. His 
life partner, Michael Lee, was also in 
the Air Force during Vietnam and 

served his country well.
Tullar says he had no intention of 

going into the restaurant business, 
but his mother, Patti, changed his 
mind. His family moved to Grand 
Rivers from Palmetto, Florida after 
his father visited here on business 
and fell in love with the area.

His father purchased a motel 
formally owned by the Newcomb 
family and moved the family here.  
At that time there wasn’t much here 
but broken down businesses. His dad 
called him and asked him to move 
here and help run a hamburger and 
ice cream stand but he kept refusing 
until his mother called and said it 
would be called Hamburger Patti’s 
Ice Cream Parlor. Tullar liked that 
idea and soon moved here.

The business grew by leaps and 
bounds with many additions until 
February 5, 2018 when most of the 
restaurant portion was destroyed 

by a fire. Fast forward 21 months 
and Tullar is preparing to open a 
beautiful redesigned restaurant 
while keeping the great rustic décor 
that everyone has loved for so many 
years. 

The roof of the new building has 
copper on two portions with silver 
in the middle creating the look of 
a diamond ring from the air. Tullar 
says he hopes when his mother, and 
all mothers, look down from Heaven 
they will see the beautiful diamond 
ring made just for them.

Tullar says he could have taken 
the insurance money and retired, 
but the legacy his mother left would 
be gone forever and he just couldn’t 
do that. He says the restaurant will 
be open in a couple more weeks but 
not at full capacity. They will not be 
taking individual reservations until 
after the first of the year, but will try 
to accommodate groups who want to 

come.
There will still be groundwork to 

be finished as well as the gift shop 
and the new candy shop. A new 
restaurant, T. Lawson’s Grill, opened 
a few months ago and is serving 
different food than Patti’s serves but 
everything there is delicious!

All the settlement shops are open 
and full of great Christmas gifts 
and unique home décor. You can 
get the famous Patti’s bread and 
strawberry butter and a variety of 
delicious fudge by the pound, as 
well. The Festival of Lights opening 
night was held on November 1 with 
Badgett Theater performing. On 
Friday, November 8, Eternal Vision 
will perform. Keep watching for 
information on the opening of the 
restaurant, other exciting things 
and come shop the settlement for 
wonderful Christmas gifts.

CHIP
continued from front page
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270.442.7121
866.442.7121
Crisis 800.592.3980 
www.4rbh.org

Caring for someone diagnosed with an 
Intellectual or Developmental Disability 

is a lot of work and a life-long commitment

We Can Help with specialized services 
designed for caregivers like housing supports, 
Medicare/Medicaid waivers and respite care. 

We also can arrange to help you learn personal skills like 
household care and maintenance, shopping, laundry, 

money management, medication management and more.

There are many opportunities available for assistance. 
Our case management team can help you navigate 

those choices to find what works best for you. 

Visit our website at 4rbh.org or call us today 
at 270.442.7121 for more information.

We Can Help

This ad paid for by KY-DBHDID funds
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FRANKFORT, Ky.  – The 
Commonwealth’s broadband project, 
KentuckyWired, is currently installing 
high-speed fiber optic cable in all 120 
counties, connecting state government 
offices, universities, community 
colleges, state police posts, and many 
other community facilities. Among 
these are two of the state’s veterans 
centers — Eastern Kentucky Veterans 
Center in Hazard and Western 
Kentucky Veterans Center in Hanson.

The centers are long-term care 
facilities, built for the sole purpose of 
taking care of Kentucky veterans. They 
provide physical therapy, occupational 
therapy, speech therapy, and many 
other medical services.

Neil Napier, Administrator for the 
Eastern Kentucky Veterans Center in 
Hazard said, “KentuckyWired’s fiber 
optic cable will be a tremendous benefit 
to our veterans and staff here, enabling 
us to rapidly send and receive medical 
images and information, and helping 
us use and maintain electronic medical 
records.”

Napier added the current internet 
service “is very slow, especially when 
patients are utilizing their computers 
and laptops.  High-speed internet 
connection is a vital service for our 
residents to maintain relationships with 
their family, friends and community.  It 
promotes both mental and emotional 
health for everyone.”

“The KDVA is absolutely thrilled with 
the upcoming installation of high-speed 
fiber optics internet at our Eastern 
and Western Kentucky Veterans 
Centers,” said KDVA Commissioner 
Ben Adams said. “This structure will 
complement our veterans centers’ new 
Point Click Care electronic health 
care record currently being fielded in 
a way that will expedite and increase 
the proficiency of the documentation 
entered daily on every resident.

“This new capability will also offer 
the veterans, their family members 
and visitors increased access to 
the internet, as well as the center’s 
activities programs and the new call-
bell system. I would like to thank the 

Commonwealth for including the 
KDVA in this important initiative and 
look forward to expanding this new 
capability to our other two veterans 
centers in Nicholasville and Radcliff.”

KentuckyWired will enable private 
internet and cellular companies 
to bring better service to many 
underserved locations. It will help 
first responders and healthcare 
providers, enhance education, and 
boost economic development. It will 
also help to attract companies to 
build in Kentucky, creating more job 
opportunities. The completion date for 
the entire network is October 2020, 
although portions of the network will 
be activated earlier.

Mineman Seaman Carlos Dominguez, from Elwood, Indiana, conducts maintenance on the AN/SQQ 32 Sonar inside the Avenger-class mine countermeasures ship USS 
Pioneer (MCM 9) as the ship completes a mine hunting training exercise. Pioneer, part of Mine Countermeasure Squadron 7, is operating in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of 
operations to enhance interoperability with partners and serve as a ready-response platform for contingency operations.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Joshua Mortensen)

KentuckyWired Helps Veterans
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 Eye Exams  • Lasik Surgery • Cataract/Lens Implants
Eyelid Surgery • Glaucoma Management  
Corneal Transplants  •  Retinal Treatment

The leader in Paducah eye care and treatment

The Ophthalmology Group & The Paducah Retinal Center 
are now located all in one place!

4630 Village Square Drive
Paducah, KY 42001

(800) EYE-2000  |  www.paducaheyes.com

Exit 4

By Sarah Powell
Staff Writer

Alabama-born Paducah resident 
and owner of Veterans Roofing, 
David Johnson, served in the United 
States Navy from 2001-2006 in the 
Construction Battalion as what is 
called a Navy Seabee. As a Seabee, 
Johnson never stepped foot onto a 
ship or submarine. Instead, he flew 
to various bases and detainment 
camps building schools and camps 
from the ground up, which is how 
he first learned the skills he now uses 
daily in his career as the owner of a 
prosperous roofing company. 

Johnson first enlisted as a stepping 
stone towards his goal of becoming a 
state trooper, which requires either an 

Associates degree or at least two years 
in the military. Upon his discharge 
Johnson returned to Paducah for his 
Associate’s degree, and in 2008 left 
for Lexington where he graduated in 
2010 with his Bachelors in Criminal 
Justice from Eastern Kentucky 
University. 

Johnson ultimately changed his 
mind. He admits that it occurred to 
him that a career as a state trooper in 
a small town wouldn’t provide him 
with the action and excitement that 
first attracted him to the job. 

This change of pace is how he 
found himself working at a plant 
in Calvert City where he first got 
the idea for his roofing company. It 
was intended primarily to be a side 
business for Johnson, but after six 

months, the business began to swell 
with success as word of mouth got 
around. 

“This year, I’ve already doubled 
what I did last year,” Johnson says. 
For that success, he credits the 
surrounding communities. “So many 
people around here are pro-military. 
They love their vets.”

But Johnson’s own business 
mentality should not be discredited. 
As a business owner, Johnson 
prioritizes taking care of his 
employees. His is the only roofing 
business in the Paducah area to pay 
employees per square rather than 
per hour, so employees are truly 
rewarded for how hard they work. In 
Johnson’s mind, his father was paid 
this way, other companies outside of 

the area pay this way, so there is little 
reason that he shouldn’t when his 
employees are risking their physical 
wellness every day. 

“Showing your guys you appreciate 
them is one of the biggest things you 
can do,” says Johnson. 

Reflecting on his time with the 
Navy, he says he is grateful for the 
structure and organization it taught 
him, as well as the ultimate success it 
brought.

“If it wasn’t for me being in 
the military, and the name of the 
company, I wouldn’t be where I’m at.”

So if you’re in need of some roofing 
work and you’d like to support your 
local veterans, give Veterans Roofing 
a call at 270-709-5249, and speak with 
David Johnson. You won’t regret it.

Navy Seabee puts employees first
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Recovery is 
always 

in season
Physical therapy 

services designed to 
help you get back to 
the things you love.

Call 270.443.6543 to 
schedule a personal tour.

544 Lone Oak Rd. • Paducah, KY 42003 

ParkviewNursingAndRehabilitationCenter.com

Where you 
matter most!

11
55

53

Thank You 
Veterans!

Bill Hazelwood - U.S Navy Bobby R Vaught, Sr - U.S Army    
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Thank you to 
ALL Veterans!

Libby Maddux 
D.V.M

Thomas G. Shemwell
D.V.M

LARGE & SMALL ANIMAL MEDICINE & SURGERY 
LAZER & CHIROPRACTIC THERAPY

Kentucky Farm 
Bureau Insurance, 

Carlisle County

Larry Reddick, 
Agency Manager

105 Elm St. Hwy 51
Bardwell, KY

(270) 628-5449

“A hero is someone who has given his or her 
life to something bigger than oneself.” 

--Joseph Campbell

CUSTOM FEED MILL, LLC
630 North Hughes • Morganfield, KY
1-866-304-6455 • 270-836-2036

By Teresa Pearson
KPI Staff Writer

Earvin Ray Dowdy was a SFC 
Sergeant First Class in the US Army 
from November 1969 to December 
1989. Dowdy says he enjoyed all 
of the different people he met and 

worked with. He enjoyed the different 
countries and cultures he visited.

Ray Dowdy and his wife of 47 
years, Anita, have 3 children, Anita, 
Monica, and Billy Ray. The Dowdy’s 
also have 6 grandchildren and 2 great 
grandchildren.

Ray owns Dowdy’s Maintenance 

Shop in La Center, KY. The business 
started in 1999 and at 20 years in 
business, Dowdy says he would like to 
possibly sell the business to someone 
who would keep it running.

Dowdy said, “My family and I 
greatly appreciate all of the business 
and support we have received from 
our customers and friends.”

Veteran in auto repair for 20 years

Earvin Ray Dowdy of Dowdy’s Maintenance Shop in LaCenter, KY
Photo by Teresa Pearson
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270-665-5681 | LCCA.com
252 W. 5th St. 
La Center, KY 42056
Joint Commission accredited

Because Community Matters

37
83

1

Joint Commission accredited

270.665.5681 | LCCA.COM
252 W. 5th St.
La Center, KY 42056

Inpatient and Outpatient Rehab

Therapy that’s  ‘good.’

We Salute Our VeteranS

By Teresa Pearson
KPI Staff Writer

Kentucky Oaks Mall is honored to 
present two days with Heroes.

The Kentucky Veteran and Patriot 
Pop Up Museum will be on display 
Friday, November 8th and Saturday, 
November 9th from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
each day at the Kentucky Oaks Mall. 
The display will be located across from 
Starbucks near Center Court.

All veteran and veteran lovers 
are invited to come partake in your 
history.  Veterans will be speaking on 
their contributions to our country 

along with displays and special 
tributes.  The Patriot Guard Riders will 
be presenting honors.  Learning and 
appreciations including presentations 
from today’s youth will be taking place 
all day.  Enjoy the many photos and 
history displayed from the museum 
as well as refreshments throughout 
the day.  Be a part of the Kentucky 
Veteran & Patriot Museum Pop-up by 
bringing your or your family members 
story of contribution to share.

Don’t miss this event filled with 
celebrations, memories, and honors.  
All are welcome!

Kentucky Veteran and Patriot Pop Up Museum 
coming November 8th to Kentucky Oaks Mall

Butch Stewart - U.S Army Benny E. Steele    

Brady Jett Candi Mitchell - U.S Airforce 

Honoring Our Veterans
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In response to our Community Health Needs Assessment, 
Livingston Hospital has partnered with Kentucky Public Health
to coordinate the Kentucky Prescription Assistance Program. 

THE KENTUCKY PRESCRIPTION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

(KPAP) helps the public access 
prescription drug programs offered 

by the drug manufacturers, discount 
drug programs, and discount pharmacy 

pro grams. By partnering with local 
organizations, qualifying individuals and/

or their families can ac cess available 
prescription drugs free or at re duced costs. 

The cost of medication can be a 
heavy financial burden even with 
insurance benefits. Many of the major 
pharmaceutical companies provide some 
type of patient assistance programs 
(PAPs) to assist with the cost of 
medication, even for insured patients. 

Contact our KP AP Coordinator
below to schedule an appoint ment. 

License # HMO2859

Honoring
Our
Veterans!

4080 Apperson Rd. • Kevil • 270-462-2714

By Alexa Black
KPI Staff Writer

Southern Indiana will now have 
an alternative for homeless veterans 
in the state, all thanks to a local 
veteran’s advocacy and the founder, 
Navy Veteran Desley Snyder, 
whose vision to build a haven for 
the homeless and at-risk veterans 
helped her make the idea a reality. It 
will be called the Southern Indiana 
Veteran Living and Rehabilitation 
Facility, or SIVLRF. One perk of the 
facility would be to offer things that 
the VA may fall short on. 

“I personally believe that there 
is not enough support for veterans 
getting out of service and after 
rehabilitation/counseling,” Snyder 
said. “There has to be a next step. 

There has to be a place for them to 
go when they need just a little more 
in order to get back out there. These 
are some of the reasons that fuel 
me.”

Veterans seeking assistance would 
only be required to pay what they 
can afford to get proper physical 
and mental treatment. Having 
SIVLRF in this location would 
lessen the distance for veterans, 
as most would have to travel to 
Louisville, KY or Indianapolis for 
similar facilities that house veterans.

“Southern Indiana is very 
underserviced with Veteran 
programs and facilities,” Snyder 
said. “You have Indiana and 
Louisville, Cincinnati and Marion, 
Ill. and then the in-between, 
especially West and East of I-65, 
when you really get into the rural 
areas, that are lacking in services.” 

Snyder, with the Indiana 
Department of Veteran Affairs, 
helped construct plans to build the 
facility early on, despite being met 
with community resistance and a 
lack of funding available for the 
project. Initially, Crawford County’s 
former English Elementary School 
was set to house veterans, although 
things did not go according to 
plan. After struggling to get the 
living facility underway, the 
veteran’s advocacy group was finally 
triumphant, as SIVLARF finally 
received an anonymous donation 
of $170,000. The donations were 
used to purchase approximately 
15 acres on State Road 66 in 
Leavenworth. Community support 
is abundant, and even Leavenworth 
Town Council President, Whitney 
Timberlake gave them a word of 

Southern Indiana Veteran Living 
and Rehabilitation Facility

see FACILITY page 13
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praise on their work.
Though there are plans for 

an eventual expansion, there is 
currently a four-bedroom house 
on the property that veterans 
will be able to use. To increase 
funding, there was a music festival 
and fundraiser, silent auction and 
vendors organized for SIVLARF 
November 2 at the Crawford 
Community Park, where close to 
$7,000 was raised by attendees in 
the county. An upcoming event 
at the Gaslight Pizza & Grill in 
Huntingburg, Indiana will take 
place November 9, where the band 
Eighty-Sixt will play live music and 
show support, hoping to also raise 
money for the SIVLARF. It will start 
at 9 p.m. and the city encourages 
everyone to come out for a late 
night gathering for those who have 

served our country.
“We hope to be a facility that 

picks up where the VA falls short. 
In our area, that is a facility to 
house and help veterans get back 
on their feet. We are not a shelter, 
but a facility that will assist veterans 
in getting the help they need, and 
the training they need to get out 
on their feet again. Each individual 
program could be anywhere from 
6-18 months. Our main niche 
will be agriculture and hopefully, 
eventually, include beef production 
and equine therapy, amongst other 
marketable items. So we aren’t only 
giving these veterans a place to live 
while they work on getting their 
well being but we will also send 
them out with marketable training 
and job placement services.  I 
believe that once our program is in 
place and we start rolling, we will 
get applications from veterans all of 
the nation, not just the state.” 

FACILITY
continued from 12

Eighty-Sixt, band that will be performing at the fundraiser in Huntingburg. 
Photo submitted

November 11, 2019
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Donald Hensley - U.S. Army    Eddie Mullen, Jr. - U.S. Army

Eugene “Spike” Willoughby - 
U.S. Navy

Fred Jackson - WWI 1918-1919 
Died in Service

Franklin E. Allen - U.S. Army

Harold “Punchy” Garrison - SP4 
82nd Airborne
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Jackie L Beasley - U.S Army

Harold Goldsmith James Corbett Birnkley, Jr. - 
U.S Navy

James Hardy - U.S Navy

Howard Sims

Harold Britt- Marines- Korean War 
Vet. Feb.7th- 1933-Feb.15th-2017

Honoring All Those Who Served
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James Hendrix James Melvin Jackson - WWI 
1942-1945

James Thomas “Tom” Willoughby 
- U.S Navy

Jeff Byram - U.S Army

Joe W. Culver - Army 1965-1967/
Navy 1974-1976

Jason Meyer - U.S Marine Corp

Jerry Seay Jackson - WWI 1918-1919

Joe Young - U.S Marines
THE REIGLE FAMILY

2019
2020

presents

MYRE
A FAITH-BASED PERFORMANCE SERIES

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11 · 6:30 PM
270–450–4444  •  THECARSONCENTER.ORG

THE VIENNA
BOYS CHOIR

All Veterans Receive a Free Ticket
Active Military Receive a 10% Discount

JOURNEY THROUGH THE AMERICAS
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By Teresa Pearson
KPI Staff Writer

Dr. Aaron Warmath of Ballard 
Family Dentistry is a proud Western 
Kentucky native, where he and his 
wife Amy have chosen to raise their 
4 children, Ali (7), Adam (6), Audrey 
(4), Alex (3). After graduating from 
Paducah Tilghman High School, he 
attended the University of Louisville 
on a full academic scholarship, 
earning a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Biology. He then attended the 
University of Louisville School of 
Dentistry on a Health Professions 
Scholarship from the US Air Force. 
After his graduation in 2011, he was 
a Captain in the Air Force from 2011 
to 2014 at the Air Force Dental Corps 
in San Antonio, Texas.  Since moving 
back home Dr. Warmath has been 
privileged to work in three highly 
respected dental offices throughout 
Western Kentucky.

Dr. Warmath says in the military he 
gained lifelong friendships with some 
of the people he served alongside.

Dr. Warmath said, “Our plan is 

simply to serve our patients with 
excellence and respect for as long as 
God blesses us with the opportunity 
to do so. We are committed to offering 
our patients the type of dentistry we 
would want for ourselves and our 
families. Along those lines we recently 
invested in a system to offer same-
day crowns to our patients, and as 
dentistry changes we will continue 
to invest in the technology and 
continuing education that will allow 
our patients to get the very best care 
available right here at home.”

Dr. Warmath is intensely committed 
to delivering excellent dental care 
to each of his patients, as seen by 
his dedication to continuing dental 
education.

Outside of work, Dr. Warmath 
enjoys hunting, running, barbecuing, 
hiking with his family, and college 
sports.

Dr. Warmath said, “To all those 
we’ve had the privilege to meet and 
care for so far, a sincere and humble 
thank you for the trust you’ve placed 
in us. To those we have yet to meet, we 
hope to get that opportunity soon!

Dr. Aaron Warmath of Ballard Family Dentistry and his staff.
Photo by Teresa Pearson

Veteran, Dentist and proud western 
Kentucky native
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Sam Pennebaker - U.S Navy

Rodney Knight

Richard Gidcumb - U.S Airforce

Robert Lord-U.S.Marine Corp CPL 
1965- 1969

Ray Hart - U.S Marine  Corps

Randy Jett - Vietnam

Robert E. Throgmorton - U.S Army

Joshua B. Medlin

GLENN’S APOTHECARY
U.S. Hwy. 60 W., Marion, KY • 270-965-4101
8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. M-F • 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Sat.

GLENN’S PRESCRIPTION CENTER
119 E. Main St., Salem, KY • 270-988-3226
8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. M-F • 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Sat.

877-CREDITU
www.CPLANT.com

“For the veteran, thank you for bravely 
doing what you’re called to do so we 
can safely do what we’re free to do.”

 - Unknown
McCracken, Ballard, Livingston, 

Hopkins, Graves, & Union Counties
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Steven Dowdy - U.S Marine Corps

Ken Thomann, JR. - U.S  Air Force

Louis W. Wadlington - U.S Army

JayBo Sadler - U.S Navy

Robert L. Smith - U.S Army

Richard Pigg - U.S Navy

Bobby E. Morris - U.S Air Force

David Lindsey - U.S Army

U.S. Navy Seaman Apprentice Rex Walton, from Paducah, Kentucky, coils line 
onto a capstan on the fantail aboard the aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis (CVN 
74) as the ship returns to Norfolk, Virginia, Sept. 20, 2019. The John C. Stennis 
is underway conducting routine operations in support of Commander, Naval Air 
Force Atlantic.

 (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Mitchell Banks)
Jerry & Robin Summers

233 Kentucky Ave., Kevil, KY
270-462-4011

“We gather to remember, to honor those who’ve 
died, and thank God for the veterans who still 

stand at our side.” -Greta Zwaan
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Tommy Throgmorton- U.S  Army

Carlisle Sheriff Will Gilbert

Wayne Carroll - Machinist Mate 
First Class

Michael Bryant - U.S Army

Otis Clifton Throgmorton - 
U.S Army

William “Art” Brunston - Army 
National Guard E-6 SSG

Michelle Bryant - U.S Army

Tasha Prince Sam Workman - U.S. Army

475 WEST KY DRIVE • LACENTER, KY
270-665-5101

Saluting Our Veterans

Collie Sullivan - U.S Army



FRANKFORT, Ky. – Gov. Matt Bevin 
earlier this year recognized the sacrifice 
of a Kentucky sailor who died in World 
War II, but whose remains have just 
been positively identified.

Navy Fireman 1st Class Billy J. 
Johnson, 22, of Caney, was assigned to 
the battleship USS Oklahoma, which 
was moored at Ford Island, Pearl 
Harbor, when the ship was attacked by 
Japanese aircraft on Dec. 7, 1941.

The USS Oklahoma sustained 
multiple torpedo hits, which caused 
it to quickly capsize. The attack on 
the ship resulted in the deaths of 429 
crewmen, including Johnson.

From December 1941 to June 1944, 
Navy personnel recovered the remains 
of the deceased crew, which were 
subsequently interred in the Halawa 
and Nu’uanu Cemeteries.

In September 1947, tasked with 

recovering and identifying fallen 
U.S. personnel in the Pacific Theater, 
members of the American Graves 
Registration Service (AGRS) disinterred 
the remains of U.S. casualties from the 
two cemeteries and transferred them to 
the Central Identification Laboratory 
at Schofield Barracks. The laboratory 
staff was only able to confirm the 
identifications of 35 men from the USS 
Oklahoma at that time.

The AGRS subsequently buried the 
unidentified remains in 46 plots at 
the National Memorial Cemetery of 
the Pacific (NMCP), known as the 
Punchbowl, in Honolulu. In October 
1949, a military board classified those 
who could not be identified as non-
recoverable, including Johnson.

Between June and November 2015, 
Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency (DPAA) personnel exhumed 

the USS Oklahoma Unknown remains 
from the Punchbowl for analysis. To 
identify Johnson’s remains, scientists 
from DPAA used anthropological 
analysis, as well as circumstantial 
and material evidence. Additionally, 
scientists from the Armed Forces 
Medical Examiner System used 
mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) analysis. 
DPAA is grateful to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and the Department 
of the Navy for their partnership in this 
mission.

Of the 16 million Americans who 
served in World War II, more than 
400,000 died during the war. Currently 
there are 72,692 still unaccounted 
for from World War II, of which 
approximately 30,000 are assessed as 
possibly-recoverable.

Johnson’s name is recorded on the 
Walls of the Missing at the Punchbowl, 

along with the others who are missing 
from WWII. A rosette will be placed 
next to his name to indicate he has been 
accounted for. Johnson was buried Aug. 
19, 2019, in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
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Billy J. Johnson

Gov. Bevin recognizes the sacrifice of a recently identified Kentucky WWII Sailor
Navy Fireman 1st Class Billy J. Johnson, of Caney, was killed in action on Dec. 7, 1941

Edmon (Jack) Walton - U.S Army

William Howle

Bill Dunn - U.S Army

Jansen Byram

Larry Boulton

Earl Wallace Hargrove

Harry Ward - U.S Army

Donald H Streetman - 3 Purple 
Heart Recipient 1965-1969



22 • Senior Scene • November 2019 We Salute Our VeteranS

FRIDAY / OCTOBER 11, 2019

INSPIRATION10

Bank Where  You’re  in Charge

800-795-2555 signetfcu.com

Ready to make the switch...?

to lower  fees...

to lower  loan rates...

to higher  savings rates…

By Teresa LeNeave

  There are ageless stories in 
the Bible that could have been 
written just yesterday. They 
are as relevant today as the 
5:00 news. One such individual 
emerges from the pages in the 
Bible: the woman at the well. 
She lived a life in the torrents of  
passion. Since she had already 
been married and divorced 5 
times, she must have been well 
up in years when she met Jesus, 
but she still had not changed her 
sinful lifestyle. I guess she gave 
up on marriage because she now 
had a live-in man. 

  Obviously, she was the type 
that needed a man. Had she been 
abused? Had she been an orphan 
without a father in her life? Or, 
had she just been a rebellious 
child? The Bible doesn’t tell us 
much about her past, but a few 
things were pretty obvious, one 
being that she was co-dependent. 
She needed a man to feel secure. 
Being alone was not something 
she could face.

  Second, I see her dealing with 
feelings of  rejection. Normally, 
women went to the well early in 
the morning before the dessert 
sun was miserably hot, but not 
this woman. She went at noon, 
at meal time when very few, if  
anyone, would be there. Perhaps 
she was coming at noon to avoid 
the sneers and whispers of  the 
other women who were so quick 
to judge her. She had not lived a 
life one would be proud of.  

  Five husbands, in any genera -

tion or culture, is not something 
a woman is proud of. There were 
periods of  history when men 
could have all the wives he want -
ed, but never when women had 
that luxury. From the beginning 
of  time women were expect to be 
chaste, to love her husband and 
her family. If  you wonder how 
an unchaste woman was thought 
of, you have only to read Prov -
erbs chapter two. Solomon said 
her ways lead to death and total 
destruction.  In Proverbs 5:3,4 he 
says, “For the lips of  an immor -
al woman drip honey, and her 
mouth is smoother than oil; but 
in the end she is bitter as worm 
wood” (which is poison). 

  That’s the kind of  culture she 
had to face daily. She was the 
“immoral woman”.  She knew 

what public rejection felt like. It 
had hardened and saddened her. 

  Life had not been especially 
good to her. She was weary. Her 
life had been empty, but she 
continued to search. The only 
di�erence from her youth and 
aged years was that this time 
she hadn’t married the man. She 
decided they’d just live together. 
That decision no doubt made her 
even more frowned upon. Life 
left her weathered, worn and 
weary.   

And that is where Jesus finds 
her.

To her, He is a “Jew” which 
was not good news and when 
she saw Him sitting on the well 
something in her stomach prob -
ably began to sink. “Oh, no” she 
must have thought.  Because 

Jews did not associate with Sa -
maritans, she was surprised that 
He spoke much less ask her for 
a drink of  water! Her immediate 
response came from a life of  re -
jection when she spit out words 
of  pain. “How is it that You, 
being a Jew, ask a drink from me, 
a Samaritan woman? For Jews 
have no dealings with Samari -
tans”  (John 4:9 KJV).

  In one intimate moment with 
Jesus she went from seeing Him 
as the prejudice Jew; to the hon -
orable “Sir”; to a revered “Proph -
et”; and finally she concluded 
by seeing Him as the Most High 
King, “the Messiah”.

  Jesus said, “I’ll give you 
water that you will never thirst 
again”. Her entire life she had 
been searching for something to 
satisfy. Now Jesus was o�ering 
to end the search. 

  One intimate moment with 
Jesus Christ solved two very big 
problems: The unnamed woman 
at the well was transformed by 
the Spirit of  God and secondly, 
her words turned a city around. 
After listening to her initial 
testimony and then meeting Je -
sus personally, they said, “Now, 
we believe, not because of  what 
you said, for we have heard for 
ourselves and know that this is 
indeed the Christ, the Savior of  
the world” (John 4:42). 

  He will do the same for any 
of  us. Just one intimate moment 
with Jesus has the power to turn 
around a man, a woman, a child 
or even a nation.

One moment turns it all around

I’m having trouble wrapping 
my mind around this reality, but 
Janice Foster is with the Lord. 
Don’t get me wrong: my heart is 
thrilled by the thought of  Janice 
meeting Jesus face-to-face; it’s just 
that I can’t imagine not reading 
another of  her prayer updates, or 
seeing her smiling face in one of  
the hallways here at First Baptist 
Paducah.

Since I will be on the mission 
field on the other side of  the globe 
Saturday, and unable to preach 
Janice’s funeral sermon, I wanted 
to devote my blog space today to 
honoring this amazing lady and 
devoted servant of  Christ. As I 
write, I am both brokenhearted and 
overjoyed at the same time. I was 
not ready to say goodbye. It was 
way, way too soon for me. Perhaps 
you know exactly how I feel.

A strong and godly woman is not 
created by a formula or by a pre -
scription, but by a mighty working 

-
ice. Janice reminded me of  Debo -
rah, the godly judge of  Israel (see 
Judges 4 and 5). Both women were 
strategic leaders with stellar judg -
ment. Deborah not only prophesied 
God’s Word, and performed the 
functions of  her office according 
to God’s Word, but she even sang 
God’s Word. The Bible seems to 
be making a point: Deborah was a 
conduit of  God’s blessing, wherev -
er and however she served because 
Deborah belonged to God.

Quite beautifully similarly, Jan -
ice belonged to God. Every member 
of  her family knew it. Her fellow 
teachers, and her former students, 
knew it. Our entire community 
knew it. For Janice, her commit -
ment to the gospel was her life. She 
was who she was, and who she was 
was in Christ.

Much like Deborah, Janice was 

regal, valiant, and wise. Have you 
ever seen anyone face such serious 
health challenges with as much 
courageous optimism? Have you 
ever known anyone more capable 
of  convincing you that the glass 
was half-full, instead of  half-emp -
ty? Have you ever been more 
routinely blessed by the enduring 
friendship of  anyone more faithful 
than Janice?

And here’s another amazing ob -
servation about our one-of-a-kind 
Janice: if  you wanted a truthful an -
swer to your question, Janice was 
your go-to comrade. There would 
be no spin or fanfare, but you 
would get the truth. I don’t have 
to tell you that truth is a priceless 
commodity these days, and I can’t 
begin to verbalize to you how much 
I’m going to miss that breath of  
fresh air.

Not only that, but Janice ex -
pressed the truth in love. She 
was as bighearted as she was 
brave-hearted. I will never forget 
Janice and Lynn waiting and 
praying with me while Eileen un -
derwent a major surgery. Whether 
she was arranging flowers with 
artistry, serving a lonely neighbor 
in need, or orchestrating a large-
scale event with excellence, Janice 
loved people. In that sense, Janice 
not only resembled Deborah, but 
she resembled Christ (John 1:14). 
Whether Janice was on or o�  the 
tennis court, the beauty and grace 
of  her uncommon life preached a 
single message: LOVE-ALL.

Janice is now with Jesus. And, 
like our Savior, Janice is alive and 
well. We will see her again soon. 
For the treasured gift to us that 
was our dear sister, Janice Hous -
man Foster, we give God thanks 
and praise. Into Your trustworthy 
hands, O Lord, we commit her 
spirit.

Pastor Charles

Thank you for 
your service.

We will 
never 
forget 
your 

sacrifices.

To all who have served...

Bill Gary and wife Bette, owners of Green Turtle Bay Resort. 
Photo provided.

By Pat Thomann
Staff Writer
kpipthomann@gmail.com

Green Turtle Bay Resort owner 
Bill Gary began his military career 
as a 2nd Lieutenant in the ROTC 
Army Artillery Program at Florida 
Southern College. He initially 
was sent to El Paso, Texas for four 
months of training and then was 
stationed at Fort Nigeria, New York 
as part of the NIKE Guided Missile 
Program from 1956 to 1958. 

The program provided surface 
to air missiles designed to protect 
the industry around Niagara 
Falls, Buffalo, New York and the 
surrounding area from air attacks. 
He came home to Owensboro, 
Kentucky as a 1st Lieutenant and 
went to law school at the UK 

Veteran Owned Business...

Green Turtle Bay Resort

see RESORT page 23
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373 Lakeshore Drive
Kuttawa, KY

(270) 388-9633

Honoring
All Who Served

“As we express 
our gratitude, 
we must never 
forget that the 

highest 
appreciation 
is not to utter 
words, but to 
live by them.”

- John F. Kennedy

School of Law until he was called 
back into service about a year before 
graduation.

Gary was called back as part of the 
100th Division during the Kennedy 
Berlin Crisis and was stationed at 
Fort Chaffee, Arkansas near Fort 
Smith. There he conducted  Basic 
and Advanced Training as a Battalion 
Executive Command Officer.

Because he had 2+ years of law 
school, he was called upon to serve 
one year doing court marshals. After 
discharge he went back and finished 
law school, graduated in the winter 
of 1963 and started his practice in 
Owensboro.

In 1984 Gary, along with an 
investor, purchased the marina 
in Grand Rivers while continuing 
his law practice. After one year he 
became sole owner in 1985 and 
continued his law practice until 1986.

At that time he became a council 
for the Pinkerton Group, the owners 
of Red Man Chewing tobacco and 
other brands. He continued at the 
Owensboro corporate office as VP 
and General Council from 1986 to 
1991 when the corporate office was 
moved to Richmond, Virginia. He 
commuted from there to Grand 
Rivers weekly until the winter of 
1991-92 when he left the corporate 
world behind.

Gary says the move was the best 
decision he has ever made. Gary says 
he enjoys the day to day operations 
and getting to know the people that 
continue to return each year and 
meeting visitors each year.

He also said, “It is a joy to come 
to work in shorts and boat shoes all 
summer and not have to put on a pin 
striped suit and tie, but my biggest 
joy is in being able to watch people 
grow. Over the years I have had many 
employees start here and go on to go 
into the marine industry and become 
very successful.”

Gary says his employees are 
trained to treat guest as someone 
visiting them at their home. They are 
extremely customer oriented, trying 
to make their stay a very pleasant, 
memorable time of relaxation and 
fun.

Green Turtle Bay Resort consists of 
several separate businesses including 
Docker’s Restaurant, Thirsty Turtle 
Bar & Grill, Commonwealth 
Yacht Club and Village Market in 
downtown Grand Rivers.

With 75-100 employees, the 
company is very involved in the 
community and celebrates all 
traditional holidays, Marina Day 
and a spring and Fall In-Water 
Boat Show that features 3-5 million 
dollars of inventory. Village Market 
also employees 15-25 employees 
depending on the season. 

His wife, Bette, was a major part of 
the operation until her death. Betty 

loved encouraging young people and 
helping them succeed. As a former 
teacher, she was very good at working 
with young people and loved it.

Gary turns 86 later this month and 
says he is very blessed that he can 
work with his daughter, Vida, and 
son, Bill V, as well as their spouses 
and two granddaughters. He plans to 
continue working daily as long as he 
can because he loves what he does.

RESORT
continued from 22

Oasis 
Spirits 401 E Ky Dr • LaCenter

270-665-8417

HOURS: Mon. - Thur. 9am-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 9am-10pm • Sun. 10am-9pm

Post 68
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C &W Lumber
Toll Free: 866-291-8798
270/376-5565
1185 Hwy. 58W • Wingo

May God always bless America in all ways and
may God protect our warriors, “We will not waver, 

we will not tire, we will not falter, and we will not fail. 
Peace and freedom will prevail.”

~ George W. Bush, 2001 Larry Joe Steele

Mike Horn - U.S Army

Louis Tate

Lelon W. Moyers - WWI 1918-1919 
died in service

Morris Jackson - 
Korean War 1950-1953

Lewis Martin - WWI 1918-1919 
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City of 
Salem

Salem, KY
270-988-2600

Paul Edward Willoughby - 
U.S. Army Marshall Pennebaker - U.S Navy

Charles Boulton    Bobby LeNeave - U.S. Navy
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Carl Duane “Red” Nickell -  
US  Army  

Claude Martin - 
WWI 1918-1919

David Dowdy - U.S. Army  

PVT Vernon Neihoff (left is PVT. Vernon Neihoff and right is Eddie Mullen Jr)

David Mullen - U.S. Air Force

Stoy M Gates

William “Junior” Morton 
Stevens, Jr. - US Navy

Thomas L. Stewart - U.S Army

Robert W. Seaton - U.S Army

Thomas Reese “T.R.” Nickell, JR- 
U.S Army

Bradley R. Ransom - U.S Air Force

Waymon Morphew - U.S Army

Oman Stone - U.S Army
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Irel J. Griffith - USAF

James Medlin and Bob Medlin

Lt. Col. Jason Caldwell - US Army

Corporal Kayo Mullen
U.S. Marines

Ned Ackley - U.S. Army

Robert Soto, Jr. - U.S. Army Robert Soto, Sr. - U.S. Army

Fred Bass - WWISgt. Bruce Kernodle - U.S. Army

Thank You For Your Service
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On Thursday, October 31, Superior 
Care in Paducah, KY, hosted its annual 
Halloween Party & Costume Parade. 
“We truly ring in each holiday here at 
Superior Care, and our residents and 
care team go all out for Halloween!” 
shared Superior Care’s Resident Life 
Coordinator, Dee Metcalf (winner of the 
Best in KY Supportive Care Award by 
the Kentucky Association of Healthcare 
Facilities).  Everyone enjoyed the parade 

because of all the creative costumes 
ranging from Rehab Pirates, Snap/
Crackle/Pop SRNA’s, Elton John (1st 
Place Winner), Winnie the Pooh with 
Eeyore and Tigger, many pretty witches 
and one with an actual broom, and a 
crowd favorite-Roller Coaster Riders! 
Thank you to all of Superior Care’s fun-
loving residents, family members, and 
care team who dressed up for the party-
you made it a fantastic celebration!

Superior Care hosts annual 
Halloween Party

Photos continued on page 29
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Superior Care of Paducah, KY recently hosted their Halloween and Costume Party
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Pennyrile Forest: Fall Scrapbooking 
Weekends

Pennyrile Forest State Resort Park
20781 Pennyrile Lodge Road

Dawson Springs, KY 42408
Nov. 7-10, 2019

Enjoy a spacious table to work all 
weekend, plus a chance to win 
scrapbook-related prizes. Registration 
fee is $30 or $35 to come a day early 
and is limited to 50 participants. To 
be added to the email distribution list 
send a request to haley.joseph@ky.gov

General Butler State Resort Park- 
Kentucky Dulcimers Gatherin’
General Butler State Resort Park

Kentucky Dulcimers Gatherin’
1608 US Hwy 227 - Carrollton,  KY  

41008
*This evenT occurs monThly every Third 

Tuesday

November 19, 2019  - 10 am - 3 pm
December 17, 2019 - 10 am - 3 pm

Free ($ Lunch- Two Rivers Restaurant)
Kentucky Dulcimers Gatherin’ is 
composed of individuals who truly 
love gathering for  fellowship of music, 
friends, and lunch at General Butler’s 
Two Rivers Restaurant.
The group meets the 3rd Tuesday 
of each month at 10:00 a.m., and 
usually stays until 3:00 p.m.  Anyone is 
welcome join it’s not only dulcimers, 
but any instrument. Even those 
coming to listen are encouraged to 
sing along.

Pennyrile Forest: Thanksgiving Day 
Buffet

Pennyrile Forest State Resort Park
20781 Pennyrile Lodge Road

Dawson Springs, KY 42408
Nov. 28, 2019 - 11 am - 7 pm

Clifty Creek Restaurant will be serving 
a traditional Thanksgiving meal 
with turkey and all the trimmings. 
Children under five years of age eat 
free. Contact the restaurant for more 
information.

Pennyrile Forest: Santa Visits the 
park & Gift Shop Open House

Pennyrile Forest State Resort Park
20781 Pennyrile Lodge Road

Dawson Springs, KY 42408
Dec. 7, 2019

When Santa visits our park he spreads 
holiday cheer everywhere. Come enjoy 
the festivities. $2 pictures with Santa 
in the lodge lobby! Items in our park 
gift shop will be discounted all day 
long for the Gift Shop Open House.

Kenlake’s Breakfast with Santa and 
Winter Bazaar

Kenlake State Resort Park
542 Kenlake Rd

Hardin, KY 42048
Saturday, December 14th from 8-3
Website: http://https://parks.ky.gov/
parks/resortparks/kenlake/events.aspx
After the kiddos have visited with 

Santa make sure to check out our 2nd 
annual Winter Bazaar!  We will have 
over 20 local artisans and vendors! 
There’ll be everything from soaps 
and jams to handmade one-of-a-
kind pieces.  There will be something 
for everyone on your list. Bring your 
camera for a picture with the big man 
himself! Donations of canned goods 
will be accepted for Marshall County 
Needline! Santa will be in the house 
from 8-11. Winter Bazaar from 8-3. 
Lunch Specials will be available after 
breakfast! A special thanks goes out to 
the Aurora Community Park’s WACPAC 
for co-sponsoring this event.

Kenlake’s Pick Your Party 
New Year’s Eve

Kenlake State Resort Park
542 Kenlake Rd

Hardin, KY 42048
Dec 31, 2019 - Jan 1, 2020  /  

4PM - 12:30 AM
Website: http://https://parks.ky.gov/
parks/resortparks/kenlake/events.aspx
Ring in the new year with us at 
Kenlake State Resort Park. Packages 
starting at $249.95 per couple. 
Package includes Dinner, Dance, 
Accommodation, Party Favors, and 
Breakfast. Call 270-474-2211 for more 
details.  Happy Hour 4-6. Dinner 6-9. 
Live Music 8-? Cash Bar Available.

Land Between the Lakes
Wed, November 6

11am-1pm Holiday Treats: 

Land Between the Lakes
Gingerbread (HP)

Sat, November 9
10am-3pm 4th Annual Stewart 

County Day (HP)
Family farms between the rivers like 
the Homeplace were part of a vibrant 
and close knit community in Stewart 
County, Tennessee. Influenced by the 
rivers, the land between them was 
home for many people for thousands 
of years. Partnering with the Stewart 
County Arts and Heritage Council and 
Stewart County Historical Society, 
discover the intriguing history of 
one of the most unique counties in 
Tennessee. Through photos and family 
memorabilia local historians will help 
you relive the everyday struggles and 
the joys of living between two rivers. 
1-3pm “Dyeing” for Fall, Naturally
1-3pm Blacksmithing on the Family 
Farm
1-3pm Riving Boards to Making Roof 
Boards

Land Between the Lakes
Sun, November 10

1-3pm Hunting and Trapping (HP)

Kentucky State Park Events
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We provide “pass arounds” at no charge to those ordering from the menu. These “extras” 
are brought to you by servers carrying pots of fried okra, fried potatoes, macaroni and 
tomatoes, black-eyed peas, and sorghum and apple butter.
Our “Pass Arounds” are now offered as an entree themselves due to popular demand.

Victorian Christmas (1901)
November 5 / December 28

Closed December 24-25
Guided Tours 

Tuesday – Saturday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Closed Sundays, Mondays, major 
holidays and dates listed above. 

Winter Hours may vary.

~“Twas the Night at Adsmore” 
Children’s Christmas
Thursday December 12, Time TBA

~Christmas Candlelight Tour
Saturday December 14, 6:00 to 8:30 
p.m.

Check out our website www.adsmore.
org or find us on FACEBOOK as 

Adsmore House & Gardens to find 
more special events and details.

With any questions please email 
us, message us on Facebook or 

call us at (270) 365-3114

CARRIAGE SHOP
Unusual Victorian-era gift items.
Open to public during museum 

hours.
Museum admittance NOT required.

Small events room for rent in the 

Visitors Center.  Small weddings on 
the lawn. Call for information and 

prices.
GENERAL ADMISSION-New

Adsmore House & Gardens
$10 adult • $8 senior (65+) • $2 child 

(6-12) • Children under 6 free.  
Free parking.

Group tours with reservations AND 
12 or 

more adults cost $5 per person.
Call for school group tour 

information.

All fees and dates are subject to 
change.  Adsmore is Operated by 
the Caldwell Co. Library Board of 

Trustees
as a nonprofit museum without 

government funding.
Adsmore Museum

304 N. Jefferson Street 
Princeton, KY 42445

2019
2019 Upcoming Exhibits & Events
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